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(Chairman  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee). 
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Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Cole. 
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(From  December). 
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Councillor  W.  J.  H.  Sowton. 

(Resigned  November). 

Councillor  A.  T.  Walker. 

(Chairman  of  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee). 

Councillor  J.  T.  Webster. 

Councillor  Miss  O.  M.  Williams. 
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SUB  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Finance  and  General  Purposes  Sub-Committee: 

Chairman — Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Cole. 

Aldermen  G.  Corbyn  Barrow,  W.  T.  Bowen,  Mrs.  A.  Longden. 
Councillors  Mrs.  H.  M.  Barradell,  E.  L.  Bennett,  D.  G.  Bevan,  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Brown  Mrs.  F.  M.  Cocks  Mrs.  M.  A.  M.  Cooke,  E.  J.  Franklin,  C. 
Huxtable,  W.  a.  N.  Jones,  L.  C.  Lovesey,  A.  T.  Walker,  J.  T.  Webster,  Miss 
O.  M.  Williams. 

Responsibilities  : 

Public  Health  Acts  ; Clean  Air  Act ; Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act ; Milk 
and  Dairies  legislation;  Food  and  Drugs  Acts;  Housing  Act  (part);  National  Health 
Service  Act  (Section  21,  Health  Centres  ; Section  26,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 
Section  27,  Ambulance  Service  ; Section  28,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After- 
Care)  ; Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act  ; Rent  Act ; Heating  Appliances 
(Fireguards)  Act  and  other  miscellaneous  enactments  not  within  the  scope  of  personal 
services. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee: 

Chairman — Councillor  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brown. 

Alderman  W.  T.  Bowen. 

Councillors  Mrs.  H.  M.  Barradell,  E.  L.  Bennett,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Cocks, 
Mrs.  j.  Cole,  Mrs.  M.  A.  M.  Cooke,  J.  A.  Davis,  E.  J.  Franklin,  C.  Huxtable, 
W.  A.  N.  Jones,  A.  Planty,  W.  J.  H.  Sowton,  A.  T.  Walker,  J.  T.  Webster. 

Responsibilities  ; 

The  Public  Health  Act  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  inspection  of  Nursing  Homes  ; 
The  National  Health  Service  Act  (Section  22,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children; 
Section  23,  Midwifery  ; Section  24,  Health  Visiting  ; Section  25,  Home  Nursing  ; 
Section  28,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  (Care  of  the  Aged)  ; Section  29, 
(Domestic  Help)  and  all  matters  relating  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  contained 
in  other  enactments. 

Mental  Health  Sub-Committee: 

Chairman — Councillor  A.  T.  Walker. 

Aldermen  W.  T.  Bowen,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Wood. 

Councillors  Mrs.  H.  M.  Barradell,  E.  L.  Bennett,  D.  G.  Bevan,  Mrs. 
M.  A.  M.  Cooke,  Mrs.  J.  Cole,,  J.  A.  Davis,  E.  J.  Franklin,  W.  A.  N.  Jones, 
L.  C.  Lovesey,  A.  Planty,  W.  J.  H.  Sowton. 

Responsibilities  : 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  Section  28  (Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After-Care  related  to  Mental  Health)  and  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

The  above  Committees  meet  monthly. 

^Health  Education  Sub-Committee: 

Chairman — Councillor  L.  C.  Lovesey 
Aldermen  W.  T.  Bowen,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Wood. 

Councillors  Mrs.  H.  M.  Barradell,  E.  L.  Bennett,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brown, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Cocks,  Mrs.  J.  Cole,  J.  A.  Davis,  E.  J.  Franklin,  L.  C.  Lovesey, 
A.  Planty,  A.  T.  Walker,  Miss  O.  M.  Williams. 
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Responsibilities  : 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  Section  28  (Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After-Care,  as  related  to  Health  Education) . 


Staff  and  Staff  Discipline  Sub-Committee: 

Chairman — Alderman  W,  T,  Bowen. 

Councillors  E.  L.  Bennett,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brown,  Mrs.  J.  Cole,  Mrs.  M.  A.  M. 
Cooke,  L.  C.  Lovesey,  A.  T.  Walker. 


*These  Committees  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Chairmen. 


Other  Committees  of  the  City  Council  concerned  with  matters  of  Public 
Health  and  the  Social  Services 

Baths  Committee  (provision  of  bathing  establishments). 

Children’s  Committee  (care  of  deprived  children  and  adoption). 

Education  Committee  (administration  on  behalf  of  Health  Committee  of  j unior 
special  training  centres  and  senior  special  training  centre  for  females). 

Finance  Committee  and  also  the  General  Purposes  Committee  (financial  pro- 
visions of  the  various  enactments). 

Fire  Brigade  Committee  (Ambulance  Service  on  an  agency  basis). 

House  Building  Committee  (erection  of  houses). 

Housing  Management  Committee  (slum  clearance  and  management  of  municipal 
houses). 

Markets  and  Fairs  Committee  (regulation,  control  and  management  of  markets 
and  fairs  and  also  the  supervision  of  food  factories  other  than  bakeries,  and  food  shops 
other  than  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  consumption  on  the  premises;  fitness 
of  food  for  human  consumption). 

Public  Works  Committee  {inter  alia  in  charge  of  all  works  in  connection  with 
public  drains  and  sewers,  paving,  surfacing  and  maintenance  of  streets  and  roads, 
the  lighting  and  cleansing  of  highways,  etc.), 

Salvage  Committee  (refuse  disposal). 

Water  Committee  (provision  of  the  City’s  water  supply) . 

Welfare  Committee  (provision  of  services  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts, 
1948  and  1951). 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1962 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

E.  L.  M.  Millar,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

VV.  Nicol,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Secretary- Accountant  ; 

C.  C.  Bateman,  F.C.A.,  F.C.C.S. 

A dministrative  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

W.  R.  Martine,  O.B.E.,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

D.  F.  Mahon,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  B.Sc. (Public  Health),  L.M. 

Deputy  to  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 
Bessie  Hatherley,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.M.S.A. 

Medical  Superintendent  for  Nurseries  and  Deprived  Children  : 

IsoBEL  B.  Craighead,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 
for  Immunisation 

N.  I.  Condon,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  L.M.  Resigned  31/10/62. 

for  Health  Education 
C.  N.  McGregor,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

S.  G.  Phillips,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.T.M.  and  H.,  D.Obst.,  R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H. 

Margaret  I.  McKinlay,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  {and  Mental  Health). 

J.  Elizabeth  Preston,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  {and  Nurseries). 

Medical  Officer  jor  B.C.G.  V accination  : 

W.  L.  Gordon,  B.M.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon.). 

Medical  Officer  for  Staff  Welfare  : 

J.  J.  Landon,  M.A.,  M B.,  B.Chir.  (Cantab.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.) 

Senior  Dental  Officer  : 

F.  J.  Hastilow,  L.D.S. 

City  Analyst  : 

A.  H.  Coombes,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ; 

E.  N.  Wakelin,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Chief  Housing  Inspector  : 

L.  V.  Ambler,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Chief  Smoke  Inspector  : 

S.  C.  Beaumont,  M.I.Mar.E.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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SECRETARIAL  AND  ACCOUNTANCY 
Secretary-Accountant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Assistant  Secretary ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Administrative  Assistant 1 

Deputy  Accountant  ...  1 

Assistant  Accountant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Staff  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steward  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Administrative,  Accountancy  and  Clerical  Staff...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deputy  Administrative  Medical  Of&cer  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Medical  Officer  for  Nurseries  and  Deprived  Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officers  of  Health  (in  conjunction  with 

other  duties)  3 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (Clinical  Medical 

Officers)  12 

Senior  Dental  Officer  ...  1 

Assistant  Dental  Officers  (Part-time)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Health  Visitors 
Superintendent 

Deputy  Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Health  Visitor  Tutors  

Health  Visitors  and  other  professional  staff  (Full  time  140,  Part  time  30)  ... 

Midwives 

Supervisors 

Midwives  (Full  time  107,  Part  time  24) 


Health  Education 

Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (in  conjunction  with  other 

duties)  

Organiser 

Assistant  Lecturer  and  Artists  

Day  Nurseries 

Senior  Supervisor  of  Day  Nurseries  

Supervisors  of  Day  Nurseries 

Nursery  Nurses  and  other  professional  staff 


1 

2 

170 

3 

131 


1 

3 

1 

2 

291 


Home  Nursing  Service 
Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing  Service 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing  Service 
Nursing  Staff  (Full  time  160,  Part  time  39) 
Domestic  Help 

Organiser  

Assistant  Organiser 
District  Organisers  ... 

Domestic  Helps  (Full-time) 

Domestic  Helps  (Part-time) 

Night  Watchers 


1 

1 

199 

1 

1 

8 

48 

820 

45 


John  Foster  Vince  Memorial  Home  {Mother  and  Baby  Home) 

Matron  

Nursing  Staff  

DomCsftic  Staff  
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Clerical  Staff 
Miscellaneous  Staff 
Non-manual  (Full  and  Part-time) 

Manual 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Administrative  Medical  Officer  (part  of  duties  of  Deputy  M.O.H.) 

Chief  Assistant  

Senior  Administrative  Assistant  (Admissions)  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Community  Care) 

Divisional  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers 
Mental  Welfare  Officers 
Shorthand-typists  ... 

Clerical  Staff  ...  ...  

Family  Care  Section 
Senior  Caseworker 
Caseworker 

Assistant  Caseworkers  ... 

Welfare  Assistant 
Shorthand-typist  ... 

Clerk  

Parent  Guidance  Clinic 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker 
Social  Workers 

Shorthand-typist  

Hostels  for  Discharged  Psychiatric  Patients 
Wardens  ... 

Deputy  Warden  and  Cook 

Cook  

Manual  Staff 

Senior  Boys’  Training  Centre 
Warden 

Senior  Supervisor 
Senior  Instructor ... 

Senior  Assistant  Supervisor 

Instructors 

Assistant  Supervisors 

Clerk  

Manual  Staff  (Part-time)  ...  ...  ...  

GENERAL  PURPOSES 

Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  

Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (in  conjunction  with 
other  duties) 

Clerical  Staff  


IMMUNISATION 

Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (in  conjunction  with 
other  duties) 

Medical  Officer  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ... 

Nurse  Administrator  of  the  Immunisation  Section 

Nursing  Staff  

Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  (Part-time)  

Clerical  Staff  

Temporary  Clerical  Staff  (Full  and  Part-time)  ... 


29 

87 

196 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

9 

4 

5 

1 

1 

4 
1 

1 
1 

1 

2 
1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 
1 

11 


1 

5 


1 

1 

1 

2 

10 

19 

19 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
(Prevention  and  After-Care) 
Medical  Director  (Part-time) 

Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  ...  

Tuberculosis  Visitors 
Clerical  Staff 


STAFF  WELFARE  SURGERIES 
Medical  Officer  for  Staff  Welfare  ... 

Nursing  Staff 
Clerical  Staff  ... 


1 

6 


14 

7 

1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Divisional  Public  Health  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Senior  Rodent  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Senior  Shops  Act  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enforcement  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspectorial  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clerical  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Miscellaneous  Manual  Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 
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and  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  carried 
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Chief  Housing  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deputy  Chief  Housing  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Divisional  Housing  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 
Health  Committee, 


Public  Health  Department, 
Trafalgar  House, 

Paradise  Street, 
Birmingham,  1. 
September  1963. 


To  a very  limited  extent  1962  saw  a return  to  conditions  of  thirty  or 
more  years  ago  in  that  smallpox  appeared  on  a sizeable  scale  by  twentieth 
century  standards  and  in  some  few  premises  living  conditions  were 
discovered  that  were  unusually  deplorable.  After  fourteen  years  of  con- 
centration upon  the  development  of  personal  health  services  one  was 
compelled  to  pursue,  in  deadly  earnest,  epidemiological  techniques  of  a 
kind  that  very  many  medical  officers  now  serving  know  only  from  text- 
books. Birmingham  was  involved  in  greater  or  lesser  degree  with  all  five 
of  the  smallpox  importations.  The  operations  demanded  speed  and  were 
greatly  helped  by  the  excellence  of  the  telephone  service  in  Trafalgar 
House  as  well  as  the  unstinted  help  given  by  the  Press  and  by  the  Radio 
and  Television  Authorities.  The  relations  with  these  bodies  have  continued 
to  develop  admirably.  On  very  many  occasions  they  have  given  powerful 
help  with  immunisation  campaigns  and  health  educational  topics  for  all 
of  which  we  are  deeply  grateful  as  they  have  enhanced  the  effectiveness 
of  our  efforts  by  many  times  what  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 

In  spite  of  pleas  to  require  prior  authorisation  to  set  up  a house  let- 
in-lodgings,  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  did  not  make  this  necessary.  It  was 
therefore  only  in  various  chance  ways  that  3,677  of  them  came  to  official 
knowledge  and  when  this  occurred  some  of  the  living  conditions  were 
found  to  be  quite  shocking.  x\  person  keeping  pigs  under  bad  conditions 
might  be  prosecuted  immediately,  but  the  proprietors  of  these  human 
styes  have  done  no  wrong  until,  having  been  discovered,  they  fail  to  put 
matters  right  when  told  to  do  so.  A person  wishing  to  set  up  a cafe  must 
have  prior  approval,  but  not  so  if  his  project  is  a house  let-in-lodgings. 
Yet  the  public  can  usually  recognise  a bad  cafe  and  go  elsewhere,  but 
there  is  such  a shortage  of  rooms  that  even  the  worst  have  many  willing 
tenants. 

Not  only  are  the  tenants  of  houses  let-in-lodgings  to  be  pitied  but  so 
are  the  occupants  of  neighbouring  houses  who  resent  the  deterioration  in 
appearance  of  the  neighbourhood  and  the  habits  and  mode  of  life  of  some 
newcomers.  There  are  many  who  wish  it  were  possible  to  conhne  the  setting 
up  of  houses  let-in-lodgings  to  certain  designated  areas  of  the  City. 

The  fact  must  be  faced  that  there  are  here  very  many  large  and 
substantial  houses,  monuments  to  the  prosperity  of  families  of  eighty 
years  ago,  that  are  not  suitable  for  family  residences  today.  They  are  only 
attractive  if  divided  up  into  smaller  units  of  accommodation.  Fortunately 
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for  their  owners  and  for  the  City  there  are  people  willing  to  occupy  them 
in  this  way.  Otherwise  they  would  become  empty  and  derelict.  The  problem 
is  merely  one  of  controlling  their  multiple  occupation  from  the  start  and  in 
all  probability  one  would  wish  to  impose  higher  standards  of  comfort  and 
amenity  in  some  areas  than  in  others.  I don't  doubt  this  could  be  done  with 
satisfaction  to  tenant  occupants  and  to  neighbours  but  may  well  bring 
dismay  to  proprietors,  some  of  whom  must  at  present  be  growing  rich 
quickly,  and  with  little  effort,  enjoying  the  rating  of  premises  as  private 
houses  although  in  fact  they  have  been  converted  into  a lucrative  business 
proposition  and  the  present  occupancy  makes  many  times  the  demand 
upon  rate  borne  services  than  would  be  the  case  had  the  premises  remained 
private  houses. 

Thus  it  was  that  during  the  year  the  midwifery  service,  especially  in 
areas  of  houses  let-in-lodgings,  gave  cause  for  anxiety  owing  to  the  heavy 
demands  upon  the  depleted  staff.  A progressively  higher  standard  of 
service  is  being  attempted  in  spite  of  far  more  patients  per  midwife  than 
ten  years  ago.  The  inadequate  resources  of  hospitals  have  been  extended 
to  the  full  and  this  has  meant  that  in  1962  the  domiciliary  midwives 
dealt  in  one  way  or  another  with  eighty  per  cent,  of  all  births.  The 
midwives  earned  widespread  gratitude  and  admiration  for  their  efforts, 
particularly  as  the  amount  of  work  falling  upon  them  was  quite  outside 
their  control. 

There  was  similarly  a shortage  of  public  health  inspectors.  The  volume 
of  work  demanded  of  them  depends  partly  upon  the  volume  of  complaints 
coming  forward.  All  complaints  need  immediate  attention  and  alone  have 
very  nearly  completely  absorbed  the  capacity  of  the  inspectorate.  For  this 
reason  it  has  not  proved  possible  to  make  nearly  as  much  progress  as 
desired  with  chronic  problems  such  as  houses  let-in-lodgings,  recondition- 
ing, improvement  of  houses  by  installation  of  hot  water  and  w.c.’s,  etc.  by 
their  owners,  and  in  slum  clearance  work.  Much  of  the  work  of  public 
health  inspectors  is  educational.  It  takes  time  and  this  is  especially  so  with 
immigrants  who  do  not  adequately  imderstand  the  language,  let  alone  the 
laws  and  customs. 

Despite  all  the  problems  encountered,  some  old  and  some  new,  there 
were  successes  in  many  fields.  Although  the  birth  rate  was  the  highest 
since  1948  and  more  than  one  baby  in  every  seven  bom  had  one  or  both 
parents  coloured  and  mostly  from  lands  where  ignorance  is  a large  factor  in 
the  prevailing  high  infant  mortality,  our  stillbirth  rate  and  perinatal 
mortality  rate  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  nearly  so.  There  would  not  appear  to  be  much  that  is  fundamentally 
wrong  with  the  service  that  can  produce  these  results.  Nevertheless  the 
infant  mortality  of  30  in  the  Central  Wards  and  25  in  the  Middle  Wards, 
the  latter  having  risen  from  22  in  1960  and  24  in  1961,  is  far  from  satis- 
factory when  compared  with  a figure  of  only  18  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
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bom  in  the  Outer  Wards.  This  demonstrates  where  better  facilities  and 
educational  efforts  are  badly  needed  still  and  is  a sharp  reminder  of  the 
continuing  importance  of  the  original  work  of  health  visitors,  in  which 
field  they  are  supreme  among  all  the  social  workers. 

Every  social  service  is  unavoidably  limited  by  the  availability  of 
money  or  of  personnel  or  of  both.  It  is  therefore  all  the  more  important  to 
ensure  that  the  resources  available  are  used  to  the  best  advantage  and 
that  there  is  a withdrawal  of  effort  in  those  directions  which  no  longer 
warrant  close  attention.  Reviews  of  the  Home  Help  Service,  Immunisation 
and  Food  Control  arrangements  have  taken  place  and  modifications  in 
procedure  have  been  found  possible  which  will  enhance  efficiency,  produce 
economy  and  yet  meet  the  present  day  needs  with  reasonable  adequacy.  It 
was  upon  this  thesis  that  the  Ten  Year  Development  Plan  for  the  Local 
Health  Authority  Service  was  prepared,  keeping  constantly  in  mind  what 
is  attainable  rather  than  what  is  desirable.  “Development”  was  not  taken 
to  mean  inevitable  expansion,  but  a withdrawal  in  some  directions  where 
that  should  be  possible. 

One  has  been  delighted  to  see  the  dynamic  lead  in  fluoridation  of  the 
water  supply  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  decision  to  adopt  this 
safe  and  effective  form  of  dental  protection  in  Birmingham.  It  is 
gratifying  to  find  so  little  opposition  to  moves  of  this  kind,  an 
experience  shared  by  our  smoke  control  and  slum  clearance  sections. 

The  Health  Department  is  connected  intimately  with  many  organisa- 
tions both  within  and  outside  the  Corporation.  Relationships  are  admirable. 
Some,  such  as  the  Local  Medical  Committee,  the  Executive  Council, 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  are  a tower  of 
strength  within  the  limits  of  their  own  resources.  Such  success  as  the 
Health  Department  achieves  stems  largely  from  the  team  spirit  within  it. 
To  my  colleagues,  all  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  one  of  them, 
I am  grateful  for  their  efforts  in  helping  this  Department  to  run  so 
smoothly  and  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  never  faihng  friendliness 
and  assistance  which  go  far  to  making  the  atmosphere  in  the  Department 
a happy  one. 


E.  L.  M.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BffiMINGHAM 

Birmingham,  although  a relatively  modern  City,  is  at  the  present 
time  undergoing  rejuvenation,  particularly  in  the  city  centre  and  in  five 
redevelopment  areas  immediately  ringing  the  centre.  In  each  of  these 
areas  of  redevelopment  “new  town”  communities  of  between  6,500  to 
15,000  persons,  are  planned.  Each  district  is  being  designed  as  a complete 
neighbourhood  unit  with  its  own  major  shopping  centre,  groups  of  public 
buildings  and  open  spaces  through  which  it  will  be  possible  for  residents 
to  walk  from  their  houses  or  flats  to  the  schools  or  the  shopping  centres. 
Additionally,  large  scale  private  development  is  taking  place  in  Edgbaston 
a little  over  a mile  from  the  city  centre.  Indus tr}/  and  commerce  are 
playing  their  part  in  the  building  of  a new  Birmingham  by  the  erection  of 
many  new  premises  designed  and  equipped  on  modern  lines. 

Birmingham,  often  termed  “The  Workshop  of  the  World”,  is  a 
centre  of  industry  and  progressive  local  government.  The  motorways  at 
present  in  use,  under  construction  or  planned  will  provide  the  City  with 
modern  access  routes.  Birmingham  will  eventually  be  the  hub  of  the 
motorways  bringing  within  ready  access  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Bristol  and  many  coastal  resorts. 

The  population  as  recorded  by  the  1961  census  was  1,107,187.  The 
estimated  population  for  the  year  under  review  was  1,115,080.  The  area 
of  the  City,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  remains  unaltered  at 
51,147  acres  - 80  sq.  miles,  but  the  proposals  by  the  Local  Government 
Commission  for  the  West  Midlands  Special  Review  Area  will  slightly 
alter  the  acreage  and  population. 

The  highest  point  of  the  City  (roadway)  is  at  Quinton  on  the  western 
boundary  - 736  ft.  and  the  lowest  point  is  on  the  eastern  boundary  at 
Chester  Road  - 267  ft.  above  sea  level.  The  Cathedral  gardens  in  the  city 
centre  are  459  ft.  above  sea  level. 


CLIMATOLOGY 

The  year  opened  with  snow  on  the  ground  after  deep  snow  during  the 
last  few  days  of  December,  1961.  This,  however,  disappeared  during  the 
first  week  of  January.  The  opening  of  Spring  was  very  cold  but  neverthe- 
less dry.  Rather  cool,  and  later  rather  wet,  weather  persisted  through 
April  and  May,  causing  late  development  of  vegetation.  Except  for  a 
sunny  spell  in  June,  the  Summer  was  cool  and  dull.  Summer  flowers  were 
late  and  it  was  mainly  during  the  fine,  warm  and  exceptionally  dry  weather 
of  October  that  there  was  a good  show  of  blooms.  A wintry  spell  of  weather 
came  in  late  November  when  3|  inches  of  snow  lay  on  the  ground,  the 
heaviest  fall  in  November  since  1947.  The  year  ended  with  frost  and  snow 
covered  ground. 
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Rainfall 


The  total,  26*93  inches,  was  1*77  inches  below  average.  The 
wettest  month  was  August  and  the  driest  month  October  although  June 
was  only  slightly  above  October.  No  periods  of  “absolute”  or  “partial” 
drought  were  recorded,  “Rain”  days  and  “wet”  days  were  close  to  average 
in  number. 

Sunshine 

Although  May  and  July  were  very  deficient  in  sunshine  and  August, 
September  and  November  to  a lesser  extent,  the  large  excesses  of  January, 
June,  October  and  December  and  the  smaller  excesses  of  February  and 
March  more  than  made  up  the  deficiencies  and  the  total  for  the  year, 
1,315  hours,  was  fifteen  hours  above  normal. 

Snow  occurred  on  thirty-three  days  and  covered  the  ground  on 
twenty-seven.  The  maximum  depth  was  8J  inches.  The  number  of  days 
on  which  snow  occurred  was  eleven  above  the  average.  Fog  was  registered 
on  thirty-two  days  but  was  only  dense  on  five  occasions  at  Edgbaston 
Observatory. 


COMPARISON  OF  MEAN  MONTHLY  TEMPERATURES  AND  SUNSHINE 
AND  RAINFALL  TOTALS  FOR  1961  WITH  THE  AVERAGES  FOR  THE  PAST 

70  YEARS 


Month 

Shade  I'emperature  °F. 

Rainfa 

dl  Ins. 

Sunshii 

ne  Hrs. 

Monthly 

Averages 

1961 

Mean 

70  years 

Monthly 

T otals 

1961 

Mean 

70  years 

Monthly 

T otals 

1961 

Mean 

70  years 

January 

39-7 

38-4 

2-85 

2-56 

64-8 

42-9 

February 

39*8 

38-9 

1-03 

1*97 

61-1 

58-1 

March  . . . 

36*9 

42-0 

0-94 

1-94 

109-7 

95-7 

April 

45-7 

46*5 

2-76 

1-96 

141-2 

134-9 

May 

50-1 

52*3 

2*84 

2*30 

151-4 

172-1 

June 

57-1 

57-6 

0-67 

2-06 

215-9 

178-1 

July  ... 

58-4 

60-8 

1-97 

2-57 

122-6 

167-7 

August 

57-7 

60-2 

4-88 

2-8 

141-5 

156-9 

September 

54-9 

56-2 

3-98 

2-17 

105-6 

121-9 

October 

51-4 

49-6 

0-66 

2-78 

110-6 

85-5 

November 

41-9 

43-3 

2-32 

2-8 

36-1 

49-1 

December 

35-7 

40-0 

2-06 

2-79 

54-5 

37-2 

Year 

48-8 

28-70 

1300-1 
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Winds 

NUMBER  OF  HOURS  DURING  WHICH  WINDS  BLEW  FROM  8 MAIN 
COMPASS  POINTS 


N 

NE 

E 

SE 

S 

SW 

W 

NW 

Calm 

Mean 

hourly 

M.P.H. 

1962 

694 

960 

506 

843 

1,195 

1,744 

1,485 

1,283 

50 

9-9 

35  yr. 

617 

911 

647 

814 

1,484 

1,785 

1,214 

1,220 

70 

9*7 

av. 

Maximum  Gust  velocity  for  the  year  72  m.p.h.,  11th  January. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area:  51,147  acres,  i.e.  80  square  miles.  This  has  remained  unaltered 
since  1934. 

Population:  Census  April,  1961  1,107,187 

Males  544,624.  Females  562,563 
Home  population,  estimated  by  Registrar  General  as  at 
30th  June,  1962.  (Civilians  plus  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area)  1,115,080 

The  estimated  population  has  risen  by  7,893  in  a little  over  a year  and 
so  the  tendency  since  1959  for  the  population  to  rise  has  been  continued. 
Prior  to  1959  the  estimated  population  had  been  falling  year  by  year  since 
1952.  In  the  Census  of  1961  there  were  5,498  fewer  persons  enumerated  than 
in  1951.  The  Report  of  the  Registrar  General,  however,  reveals  great 
increases  in  the  population  of  areas  surrounding  Birmingham  between  the 
Censuses;  Meriden  by  51  per  cent.,  Solihull  by  41  percent.,  Sutton  Coldfield 
by  52  per  cent,  and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Bromsgrove  by 
24  per  cent.  Commuting  between  these  outlying  areas  and  the  City  has 
greatly  increased  and  increased  employment  is  also  available  there.  The 
relatively  small  number  of  new  houses  for  sale  in  the  City  makes  inevitable 
the  outward  movement  of  many  thousands. 

Within  the  3 counties  whose  boundaries  border  Birmingham,  only 
the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick  has  a higher  number  of  persons  per 
acre  than  Birmingham,  the  former  having  27-4  compared  with  the  latter 
of  21-6. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1962  was  9,829,  being  the  highest 
since  1347  when  it  v^as  1 1 ,936.  The  birth  rate  has  gradually  risen  since  1955 
from  16-0  per  1,000  to  the  present  figure  of  19-97,  while  the  death  rate  has 
remained  very  steady,  fluctuating  only  be  tween  10-9  in  1956  and  11  -6  in  1959. 


Live  Births 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Number 

(a)  Born  in  the  City 

18,911 

19,062 

20,478 

21,265 

21,959 

(6)  Born  outside  the  City 

370 

290 

299 

329 

308 

Totals  

19,281 

19,352 

20.777 

21,594 

22.267 

A post-war  peak  of  23,935  live  births  was  reached  in  1947,  there  was  a 
gradual  fall  to  17,773  in  1955,  but  since  then  the  number  has  risen  each  year. 
Live  Birth  Rate.  19’97  per  1,000  population. 

This  is  the  highest  rate  since  1948  and  continues  the  rise  since  1955 
when  it  was  16-0. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births:  numbering  2,278  ,were  10-23  per  cent,  of  total 
live  births.  The  following  percentages  are  locaUy  recorded  illegitimate  live 
babies  compared  with  total  live  births. 

19::  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 
4-80/,  5-1%  5-2%  5-3%  6-2%  6-4%  6-5o/o  6-8%  7-7%  8-9%  10-2% 
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Whilst  each  year  there  is  a close  agreement  between  the  numbers  of 
legitimate  live  births  recorded  locally  and  by  the  Registrar  General,  the 
locally  recorded  numbers  of  illegitimate  births  to  Birmingham  women  have 
in  the  past  been  less  than  the  numbers  known  to  the  Registrar  General. 
The  difference  in  1961  was  6 per  cent,  and  in  1962  it  rose  to  7 per  cent.  It 
may  be  explained  by  some  Birmingham  women  going  outside  the  City  to 
give  birth  to  their  illegitimate  babies.  These  births  are  not  recorded  in 
our  figures. 

The  rise  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  is  a matter  of  national  concern 
and  the  acute  speed  with  which  it  is  developing  and  has  developed  in 
the  last  few  years  can  be  seen  from  the  graph  showing  per  cent,  increase 
over  1952. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  432  and  of  these  248  (57-4  per  cent.)  were  premature 
births. 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  19’03. 

Year  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

Rate  19-6  23-5  21*6  23-0  22-9  21-5  22-0  22-1  19*9  20-15  19-0 

Total  Births  live  and  still  22,699. 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age: 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  435 

Illegitimate  72 

507 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  22-77. 

1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

24-2  23-7  24-6  24-6  25-05  25-4  22-6  23-8  22-8 

The  rates  in  two  of  the  three  zones  of  the  City  show  an  improvement 
compared  with  the  corresponding  rates  of  1961.  The  Middle  Ring  rate  has 
risen  for  the  second  successive  year  but  the  social  conditions  in  a number 
of  wards  forming  this  zone  have  deteriorated  and  may  have  some  influence 
on  this  upward  trend.  Until  1959,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  table, 
the  rate  was  much  higher  than  at  present.  The  rate  of  18  in  the  Outer  Ring 
is  the  lowest  on  record. 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Central  Wards 

34 

33 

28 

27 

28 

34 

27 

31 

30 

Middle  Wards 

26 

26 

28 

27 

27 

27 

22 

24 

25 

Outer  Wards 

..  20 

20 

22 

22 

23 

22 

21 

22 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  21*76. 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  31-61. 
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Neo- natal  Mortality  Rate  measured  as  the  deaths  in  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life  per  1 ,000  live  births,  is  much  more  an  index  of  maternal  health  and 
the  hazards  of  the  process  of  birth  than  it  is  of  the  standard  of  infant 
care  and  environmental  circumstances.  The  rate  for  1962  was  16T2  per 
1,000  live  births,  there  being  310  deaths  of  legitimate  babies  and  49  of 
illegitimate  giving  a legitimate  rate  of  15-51  and  an  illegitimate  rate  of 
21-51. 

Post  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  was  6-65  in  the  first  year  per  1,000  Uve 
births,  deaths  in  the  first  four  weeks  being  excluded.  The  legitimate  raie 
was  6-25  and  the  illegitimate  rate  10-10.  Environment  and  standard  of 
child  care  are  important  factors  in  this  rate. 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  was  13-97.  These  deaths  in  the  first 
week  of  life  per  1,000  live  births  are,  even  more  closely  than  deaths  in  the 
first  four  weeks,  a reflection  of  maternal  health  and  birth  hazards.  The 
total  of  311  was  comprised  of  267  legitimate  and  44  illegitimate  children 
giving  rates  of  13-36  and  19-32  respectively  and  a total  of  13-97. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  infant  deaths. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Early 

Neo- 

natal 

7-28 

days 

Total 

Neo- 

natal 

Post 

Neo- 

natal 

Total 

Infant 

Deaths 

Measles 







1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Meningitis  . . . . . . 

3 

1 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

1 

8 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

8 

17 

48 

65 

Gastritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis 

— 

5 

5 

18 

23 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

45 

20 

65 

48 

113 

Premature  birth 

144 

6 

150 

1 

151 

Atrophy,  debility  & marasmus 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

23 

— 

23 

— 

23 

Injury  at  birth 

63 

1 

64 

1 

65 

Otitis  media 

— 

i 

— 

1 

1 

Other  causes  . . . . . . 

23 

29 

14 

43 

311 

48 

359 

148 

507 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate.  Stillbirths  plus  deaths  during  the  first  week 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  was  32-73.  Deaths  munbered  743. 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

33-3  37-9  35-1  35-7  37-4  37-0  37-8  36-6  34-0  34-4  32-7 
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MORTALITY  RATES  OF  LEGITIMATE  AND  ILLEGITIMATE  BABIES 
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Where  possible  rates  for  illegitimate  babies  are  expressed  as  a percentage  of  those  for  legitimate  babies. 


MORTALITY  RATE  (l-4  YEARS  INCLUSIVE) 
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Mortality  in  the  pre-school  child 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  medical  phenomena  of  this  century  is  the 
remarkable  saving  in  children’s  lives  that  has  occurred.  The  following  two 
graphs  show  this  most  effectively,  the  first  indicates  the  diminishing 
number  of  deaths  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  the  second  the  same  picture 
in  the  next  four  years. 

Death  in  the  first  12  months  of  life 

Deaths  amongst  children  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  life  are 
generally  attributed  to  poor  socio-economic  conditions  experienced  by 
the  communities  concerned.  The  graph  recording  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  seems  to  reflect  the  steady  improvement  in  living  conditions 
experienced  this  century  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  saving  of  lives  in 
this  group  began  earlier  than  in  the  group  of  older  children. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  first  ten  years  of  this  century  there  was 
general  concern  for  the  appalling  health  of  the  nation  and  its  children,  a 
feeling  which  largely  gave  impetus  to  the  development  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services.  In  1907  Birmingham  appointed  its  first 
medical  officer  of  health  for  infant  welfare  duties,  the  first  clinic  having 
been  opened  the  year  previously  in  rented  premises.  With  the  passing  of 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act  1907,  health  visitors  became  aware  of  new 
births  in  the  City  and  the  visiting  of  the  homes  of  babies  in  the  important 
first  days  of  life  became  an  established  practice.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  infant  mortality  rate  fell  that  year  and,  with  the  exception  of 
1911,  has  maintained  its  downward  trend.  The  considerable  increase  in 
child  deaths  recorded  in  1911  was  attributable  to  a particularly  long,  hot 
summer  with  the  occurrence  of  widespread  enteritis.  In  the  Annual 
Report  for  1911  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  commenting  on  a special 
project  of  intense  medical  care  involving  the  old  St.  Stephens  and  St. 
George’s  Wards,  stated  as  follows: — 

“During  1911,  the  year  of  great  and  long  continued  heat,  when  the 
infant  mortality  rate  in  the  whole  City  was  raised  13  per  cent,  above  the 
average  of  the  preceding  five  years,  the  mortality  in  St.  Stephen’s  was 
below  the  average  in  that  ward  by  one  per  cent.  In  St.  George’s  it  was 
22  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years.  In  many  of  the 
other  wards  during  1911  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  very  much  higher 
than  the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years,  e.g.  in  St.  Paul’s  it  was 
36  per  cent,  above;  in  Ladywood,  42  per  cent,  above;  and  in  St.  Mary’s 
46  per  cent  above.’’ 

These  remarks  give  an  example  of  the  intense  interest  in  saving  the 
lives  of  young  children  and  the  success  of  medical  care  and  effort  at  that 
time  in  extremely  unpleasant  conditions. 
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Even  during  the  years  1914-1918  deaths  of  children  became  less 
frequent  - a slowing  up  in  the  fall  was  recorded  in  the  inter  war  years  which 
may  be  explained  by  the  economic  hardship  suffered  by  many  at  this  time. 
During  the  early  stages  of  the  last  war  this  pattern  of  diminishing  mortality 
was  reversed.  Certainly  deaths  from  air  raids  contributed  to  this  increase, 
but  disruption  of  family  life  and  increased  exposure  to  infection  during 
mass  living  in  overcrowded  air  raid  shelters  and  during  increased  travelling 
through  evacuation  were  the  greatest  factors.  Fortunately,  however, 
after  two  years  the  former  trend  was  re-established  and  in  the  years  which 
followed  an  even  more  dramatic  fall  in  deaths  in  this  group  was  recorded. 
In  recent  years  the  speed  of  decrease  has  diminished.  However,  the 
mortality  amongst  children  of  this  age  group  in  different  zones  of  the  City 
shows  that  further  improvement  is  still  possible. 

See  page  33. 

Saving  of  children’s  lives  - age  1-4  years 

Perhaps  the  saving  of  children’s  lives  in  this  age  group  is  a less 
sensitive  index  of  the  prevailing  social  conditions  in  the  community  than 
is  the  case  in  the  younger  group  but  nevertheless,  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
diminished  mortality  rate  in  gastro-enteritis  throughout  the  century, 
improved  standards  of  living  and  child  care  seem  to  have  brought  very 
great  rewards  to  this  group  of  children  also. 

GASTRO-ENTERITIS  MORTALITY  RATE 

INFANTS  1-4  YEARS  INCLUSIVE 


Rotes  per  1,000  population 

1 — 4 years  age  group 


•5 


YEARS  1931-1962  INCLUSIVE 


•4 


However,  there  have  been  other  contributions  to  the  decisive  drop  in 
mortality  and  the  dramatic  fall  in  deaths  from  certain  diseases  indicates 
the  important  role  played  by  new  drugs,  the  introduction  of  protective 
measures  and  improved  medical  and  nursing  care  in  general. 
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Contribution  of  new  drugs 


2-3 

2-2 
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DEATHS  FROM  BRONCHITIS/PNEUMQNI A 

AND  TUBERCULOSIS  (ALL  FORMS) 

INFANTS  1-4  YEARS  INCLUSIVE 


Rotes  per  1.000  population 

(1-4  years  age  group) 


YEARS  1931-1962  INCLUSIVE 
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From  a study  of  the  above  graph  it  can  be  seen  that  in  the  1930’s 
there  occurred  a marked  reduction  in  mortality  from  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia.  This  began  before  the  introduction  of  new  drugs  but  the 
general  availability  of  sulphonamides  in  the  late  1930’s  caused  the  fall  to 
continue  and  penicillin  later  accelerated  this.  These  drugs  not  only  cured 
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disease  but  prevented  the  occurrence  of  dangerous  complications,  which 
were  of  considerable  importance  in  measles  and  whooping  cough  and 
which  for  many  years  had  kept  the  mortality  rate,  particularly  in  children 
aged  1-3  years,  unfortunately  high. 

More  recently  the  beneficial  effect  of  such  drugs  as  streptomycin, 
para-aminosalicylic  acid  (PAS)  can  be  seen  in  the  fewer  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  which  followed  their  introduction  in  1946/47  (see  graph). 


Protective  Measures 


The  above  graph  shows  how  the  fall  in  deaths  due  to  diphtheria  in 
this  age  group  was  even  more  dramatic.  Birmingham’s  effort  in  preventive 
immunisation  began  in  1928  and  extended  into  the  schools  in  1940.  This 
work  continues  to-day  with  large  numbers  of  children  being  offered 
protection  against  additional  diseases.  The  achievement  in  saving 
children’s  lives  is  plain  to  see  and  the  importance  of  this  work  continuing 
and  expanding  is  referred  to  in  another  part  of  the  report. 
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This  short  review  of  mortality  rates  is  a proud  record  of  development 
in  maternity  and  child  welfare,  of  improvement  in  social  conditions  and 
of  progress  in  preventive  and  curative  medicine. 

However,  further  reductions  in  mortality  are  still  possible,  preventable 
deaths  still  occur  from  accidents  or  disease,  the  need  for  further  effort 
exists  and  the  achievement  is  the  saving  of  precious  children’s  lives. 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  5 deaths  after  abortion). 


Number  of  deaths.  11. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  hve  and  still  births.  0‘48. 


Maternal  Deaths  (excluding  abortions). 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

11  11  11  5 9 9 6 6 10  4 6 

Death  Rate  from  all  causes  was  11T5  per  1,000  population,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  being  12,438.  The  death  rate  was  slightly  lower  than 
that  of  1961,  which  was  11-42,  and  the  number  fell  by  261.  Reference  to 
the  table  below  will  show  that  a noticeable  decrease  occurred  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  heart  and  respiratory  diseases  occurring  in  1961,  while 
among  the  remaining  causes  mentioned  in  the  table,  little  or  no  fluctuation 
in  the  numbers  took  place. 

The  diseases  set  out  are  the  principal  causes  of  death,  especially 
among  the  elderly  and  show  a slightly  lower  percentage  namely  86-49  as 
compared  with  87-01  for  1961,  of  all  deaths. 


Heart 

disease 

Cancer 

Cerebral 

haemorrhage 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Influenza 

Arterio- 
sclerosis and 
Circulatory 
disease 

Senility 

and 

Suicide 

1953 

3,379 

2,237 

1,567 

1,525 

395 

380 

451 

1954 

3,384 

2,295 

1,710 

1,234 

427 

441 

452 

1955 

3,630 

2,295 

1,755 

1,442 

418 

658 

527 

1956 

3,322 

2,315 

1,628 

1,402 

463 

592 

544 

1957 

3,452 

2,428 

1,565 

1,509 

677 

377 

554 

1958 

3,584 

2,309 

1,763 

1,422 

465 

145 

545 

1959 

3,717 

2,372 

1,687 

1,979 

508 

119 

543 

1960 

3,708 

2,260 

1,694 

1,411 

488 

155 

611 

1961 

3,913 

2,303 

1,678 

1,914 

500 

147 

581 

1962 
% of  all 

3,787 

2,323 

1,697 

1,771 

490 

125 

565 

deaths 
in  1962 

30-44 

18-68 

1 

13-64 

14-24 

3-94 

1-00 

4-54 

1 
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Bronchitis  and  Bronchopneumonia 

It  is  usual  in  November  that  the  first  signs  of  Winter  appear  and 
with  them  come  wet  and  foggy  conditions  which  affect  persons  with  chest 
complaints  and  cause  deaths.  In  1962  the  last  week  or  so  brought 
successively  foggy  days  and  again  in  December  similar  conditions  prevailed 
in  the  first  and  last  weeks.  A table  showing  days  on  which  fog  occurred 
together  with  the  total  number  of  deaths  each  day  and  the  number  of 
deaths  per  day  from  bronchitis  and  bronchopneumonia,  is  set  out  on  page  29 
The  day  to  day  state  would  seem  to  establish  the  bad  effect  of  fog  in  a 
densely  populated  area  and  particularly  upon  sufferers  from  respiratory 
complaints.  In  each  case  an  increased  number  of  deaths  took  place  during 
and  after  each  period  of  foggy  weather. 

Area  Comparability  Factors 

Births  ..  ..  ..  0-95  Deaths  ..  ..  ..  1*16 

In  1961,  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  accounted  for  4 per  cent, 
of  all  deaths  and  deaths  of  those  over  65  for  66  per  cent.  The  crude  death 
rate  shows  only  the  vitality  of  a local  population  and  is  not  a satisfactory 
rate  for  comparative  purposes  because  each  area  varies  in  the  age  and 
sex  structure  of  its  population.  In  order  to  make  comparisons  of  both 
birth  and  death  rates  between  one  area  and  another  the  device  known  as 
the  Area  Comparability  Factor  which  eliminates  the  age  and  sex  differences 
of  the  local  populations  is  applied  by  multiplying  the  local  crude  rate  by 
the  factor.  The  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  was  18-97  and  the  Adjusted  Death 
Rate  was  12-93  per  1,000  population. 

Cancer 

Deaths  from  cancer  numbered  2,323  which  was  20  more  than  the 
previous  year,  giving  a total  rate  for  all  sites  of  2-08  comparing  with  2-07 
for  1961. 

In  the  Report  for  1961,  it  was  observed  that  the  cancer  mortality 
rate  appeared  to  have  reached  a level  which  for  some  years  past  has 
changed  very  little,  and  again  in  1962  this  characteristic  was  maintained. 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

2,237 

2,295 

2,295 

2,315 

2,428 

2,309 

2,372 

2,260 

2,303 

2,323 

2-00 

2-05 

2-06 

2-08 

2-20 

2-10 

2-17 

2-07 

2-07 

2-08 

Cancer  of  the  digestive  organs  caused  829  deaths  of  which  439  were 
men,  and  the  genital  organs  and  breast  were  the  sites  in  235  and  217  cases 
respectively.  Leukaemia  accounted  for  56  deaths. 


28 


NOVEMBER 


o 

m j 

CO 

(3) 

00  j 

CO  1 

00 

a> 

CD 

CO 

CO 

CO 

26 

U-i 

42 

25 

« 

lO 

b 

34 

23 

b 

CD 

22 

o 

D1 

♦-H 

<N 

CO 

O 

o 

CO 

a> 

00 

CO 

C^l 

■o  : 

03 

1 

IS  ■ 

g 

1 

■S 

o 

as 

Q 

0) 

-o 

^ s 

'o 

V ^ 

(V 

.o 

p e 

rt 

j; 

c 

6 

g 

o o 

rP 

o 

</) 

"cS 

2 P 

■5  a 
s 

Q 

H 

Q 

29 


There  were  576  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  only  7 
more  than  the  total  reached  in  1961  and  less  by  5 than  in  1960.  The 
highest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  those  under  65  years  of  age  which 
was  335,  313  of  them  being  in  the  age  group  45  - 64  and  22  under  45  years. 
Of  these,  496  were  men  and  80  women.  The  latter  figure  is  the  highest 
number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  recorded  among  women.  The  mortality 
rate  was  0-51  per  1,000  population. 

Accidents 

There  were  421  fatal  accidents,  223  being  males  and  198  females 
producing  3*4  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  Accidents  to  persons  of  65  and  over 
caused  236  deaths  being  56  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  from  accidents.  The 
following  figures  show  the  high  proportion  of  the  elderly  among  those 
who  died  from  falls  or  by  being  struck  by  motor  vehicles  whilst  walking, 
or  by  coal  gas. 


Type  of  Accident 

(a) 

Total 

Deaths 

(6) 

JSo.  in 
column  (a) 
over  65  years 

si's- 

Falls  on  same  level 

126 

115 

91-3 

Falls  downstairs 

18 

14 

77-8 

Pedestrians  killed  by  motor  vehicles 

75 

41 

54-7 

Other  road  accidents  ... 

55 

9 

16*4 

Coal  gas  poisoning 

35 

26 

74-3 

Other  accidents 

90 

21 

23-3 

Burns  & electricity 

22 

10 

45-5 

Column  (b)  shows  falls  on  the  same  level  to  be  the  greatest  cause  of 
fatal  accidents  among  old  people,  causing  48*7  per  cent,  of  them.  Next  in 
importance  for  old  people  is  being  knocked  down  by  motor  vehicles, 
which  resulted  in  17*4  per  cent,  of  the  accidental  deaths  among  them. 

There  were  193  fatahties  from  accidents  at  home  and  accounted  for 
45-8  per  cent,  of  all  accidental  deaths.  152  (78-7  per  cent.)  of  the  193 
concerned  children  under  5 years  and  adults  65  years  and  over. 

Accidents  occurring  on  the  road  and  in  the  course  of  employment 
accounted  for  54  males  and  2 females  between  the  ages  of  5 and  45  years. 

A good  deal  of  publicity  is  given  to  road  accidents  and  it  is  satisfying 
to  note  that  a reduction  from  this  cause  of  death  is  revealed  when 
comparing  the  figures  with  previous  years. 

1961  1962 

183  130 


1959 

145 


1960 

164 
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CRUDE  RATES 


— 

Birth  Rate 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Infant  Mort.  Rate 

Death  Rate 

* 

Per  1,000  total  births 

* 

* 

Great 

Eng. 

* 

Eng. 

Great 

Eng. 

Great 

Eng. 

Year 

B’ham 

Towns 

and 

B’ham 

Great 

and 

B’ham 

Towns 

and 

B’ham 

Towns 

and 

Wales 

Towns 

Wales 

Wales 

Wales 

1901 

31-4 

27-2 

176 

151 

17-5 

16-9 

is  mean 

for 

1901  — 

1910 

1911 

26-1 

24-4 

150 

130 

15*0 

14-6 

1921 

24-1 

22-4 

35 

83 

83 

11-3 

12-1 

1931 

16-9 

15-8 

39 

41 

71 

66 

11-7 

12-3 

1936 

15-8 

14*8 

35 

40 

62 

59 

11-3 

12*1 

1941 

16-8 

14-7 

13-9 

29 

35 

69 

71 

60 

13*2 

14-9 

13-5 

1942 

19-3 

17-3 

15-6 

28 

33 

56 

59 

51 

11-8 

13*3 

12-3 

1943 

20-9 

18*6 

16-2 

27 

30 

55 

58 

49 

12-1 

14-2 

130 

1944 

22-8 

20-3 

17-7 

25 

28 

42 

52 

45 

11-3 

13-7 

12-7 

1945 

20-2 

191 

15-9 

25 

28 

49 

54 

46 

11-2 

13-5 

12-6 

1946 

22-5 

22-2 

19-2 

25 

27 

40 

46 

43 

11*3 

12-7 

120 

1947 

22-2 

23-3 

20-5 

24 

24' 

41 

47 

41 

IM 

13-0 

12-3 

1948 

19-5 

20-0 

17-9 

22 

23 

32 

39 

34 

9-8 

11-6 

11-0 

1949 

18-1 

18-7 

16-9 

22 

23 

31 

37 

32 

10-7 

12-5 

11-8 

1950 

16-8 

17-6 

15*8 

23 

23 

30 

34 

30 

10*9 

12-3 

11-6 

1951 

16-5 

17-3 

15-5 

22 

23 

30 

34 

30 

11-4 

13-4 

12-5 

1952 

16*4 

16-9 

15-3 

20 

25 

23 

27 

31 

28 

10-2 

121 

11.3 

1953 

16-6 

17-0 

15-5 

23 

25 

22 

26 

31 

27 

10-6 

12*2 

11-4 

1954 

16-4 

15-2 

15*2 

22 

23 

24 

24 

25 

25 

10-6 

IM 

11.3 

1955 

160 

14-9 

150 

23 

23 

23 

24 

25 

25 

11-3 

11-6 

11-7 

1956 

16-6 

15-6 

15-6 

23 

23 

23 

25 

24 

24 

10-9 

11-6 

11-7 

1957 

17-1 

16-1 

16-1 

22 

23 

22 

25 

24 

23 

11-2 

11-5 

11-5 

1958 

17-6 

16-4 

22 

22 

25 

23 

no 

11-7 

1959 

17-7 

16-5 

21 

21 

25 

22 

11*6 

11-6 

1960 

19-0 

17-2 

20 

20 

23 

22 

no 

11-5 

1961 

19.5 

17-6 

20 

19 

24 

22 

11.4 

12-0 

1962 

20-0 

18-0 

19 

18 

23 

21 

IM 

11.9 

•No  longer  available. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1962  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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BIRTH.  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  IN  WARDS,  1962 


BIRTHS 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

INFANT 

DEATHS 

WARDS 

Population 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 

live  births 

Deritend  . . 

34,200 

971 

28-4 

417 

12-2 

34 

35 

Duddeston 

30,400 

723 

23-8 

299 

9-8 

20 

28 

Ladywood 

23,400 

542 

23-2 

250 

10-7 

15 

28 

Newtown 

30,000 

721 

24-0 

315 

10-5 

21 

29 

Aston 

30,100 

805 

26-7 

332 

11-0 

23 

29 

Total  and  average  rates 
of  Central  Wards 

148,100 

3,762 

25-4 

1,613 

10-9 

113 

30 

All  Saints 

24,600 

513 

20-8 

325 

13-2 

16 

31 

Edgbaston 

22,800 

696 

30*5 

252 

IM 

21 

30 

Gravelly  Hill 

29,900 

689 

23-0 

467 

15-6 

13 

19 

Rotten  Park 

27,700 

789 

28-4 

618 

22-3 

19 

24 

Saltley 

29,100 

581 

20-0 

375 

12-9 

15 

26 

Small  Heath 

30,300 

758 

25-0 

335 

IM 

22 

29 

Soho 

27,000 

1,058 

39-2 

324 

12-0 

25 

24 

Sparkbrook 

30,600 

982 

321 

321 

10-5 

28 

29 

Washwood  Heath 

29,600 

510 

17-2 

357 

12-1 

11 

22 

Sparkhill  . . 

31,900 

873 

27-4 

332 

10-4 

10 

11 

Moseley 

28,700 

755 

26-3 

395 

13-8 

17 

33 

Selly  Oak  . . 

28,000 

439 

15-7 

513 

18-3 

9 

21 

Handsworth 

30,100 

1,064 

35-3 

384 

12-8 

33 

31 

Total  and  average  rate  of 
Middle  Ring  Wards 

370,300 

9,707 

26-2 

4,998 

13-5 

239 

25 

Acocks  Green 

29,900 

508 

17-0 

336 

11-2 

8 

16 

Billesley  . . 

27,900 

357 

12*8 

269 

9-6 

3 

8 

Brandwood 

29,200 

398 

13-6 

313 

10-7 

10 

25 

Erdington 

25,500 

388 

15-2 

280 

no 

10 

26 

Fox  Hollies 

26,400 

353 

13-4 

280 

10-6 

8 

23 

Hall  Green 

29,100 

455 

15-6 

379 

13-0 

4 

9 

Harbome  . . 

25,500 

369 

14*5 

355 

13-9 

9 

24 

Kings  Norton 

30,200 

463 

15-3 

340 

11-3 

8 

17 

Kingstanding 

25,700 

342 

13-3 

275 

10*7 

9 

26 

Longbridge 

32,800 

463 

141 

314 

9-6 

5 

11 

Northfield 

29,500 

433 

14-7 

212 

7-2 

8 

18 

Oscott 

27,400 

452 

16-5 

206 

7-5 

10 

22 

Perry  Barr 

27,000 

387 

14-3 

179 

6-6 

9 

23 

Quinton  . . 

24,400 

289 

11-8 

316 

130 

5 

17 

Sandwell  . . 

27.300 

598 

21-9 

309 

11-3 

11 

18 

Shard  End 

34,000 

397 

11-7 

206 

6-1 

5 

13 

Sheldon 

30,100 

435 

14-5 

173 

5-7 

7 

16 

Stechford  . . 

25,100 

447 

17-8 

234 

9-3 

9 

20 

Stockland  Green  . . 

28,700 

391 

13-6 

316 

11-0 

5 

13 

Weoley 

32,600 

461 

141 

255 

7-8 

4 

9 

Yardley 

28,400 

411 

14-5 

260 

9-2 

8 

19 

Total  and  average  rates  of 
Outer  Ring  Wards 

596,700 

8,797 

14-7 

5,807 

9-7 

155 

18 

Ward  of  domicile  not 
known  . . 

1 

20 

_ 

Total  and  average  rates  for 
Whole  City 

1,115,080 

22,267 

20-0 

12,438 

11-2 

507 

23 

33 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGE  PERIODS  DURING  1962 


All 

Ages 
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No.  Cause  of  Death  Sex  0- 

1 1 1 1 11”*  1 1 1 1 1 1 I””  1 1-* 

1 

1 

216 

159 

7 

2 

1 

2 

284 

223 

SfeSfeSfeafe  afcSfeSbafcSfaafcSfcSfaafeafcafcafeafcSfcSSfcSSfcSfc  afaSfaafcafaatx; 

14a  Rheumatic  Fever 

14b  Chronic  Rheumatism  & 
Osteo-Arthritis 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 

etc 

15a  Other  Nervous  Diseases 
and  Diseases  of  Sense 
Organs  

16  Heart  Disease 

17  Aneurysm  

1 8 Arteriosclerosis  and 

other  Circulatory  Dis. 

19  Bronchitis 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21  Other  Respiratory 

Diseases  

22  Peptic  Ulcer  

x/icftniiuca  auu  nuieriiis 

24  Appendicitis  

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26  Other  Diseases  of 

Liver,  etc 

27  Other  Digestive 

Diseases  

28  Acute  and  Chronic 

Nephritis  

28a  Other  Genito-Urinary 

Diseases  

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

31  Congenital  Debility, 

Premature  Birth, 

Malformations,  etc. 

32  Senility  

33  Suicide  

34  Other  Violence 

35  Other  Causes 

All  Causes 
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No.  Cause  of  Death 

1 Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 

Fever 

lA  Smallpox  

2 Measles  

3 Scarlet  Fever  

4 Whooping  Cough 

5 Diphtheria  

6 Influenza  

6a  Poliomyelitis  inch 

Polio  Encephalitis  ... 

7 Acute  In’tious  encepha’tis 

inch  Enc’alitis  Lethargica 

8 Meningococcal  Infections 

inc.  Cerebrospinal  Fever 

9 Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

10a  Tubercular  Meningitis 

10b  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Abdomen 

lOc  Tuberculosis  of  Spinal 

Column  

IOd  Tuberculosis  of  Joints 

IOe  Disseminated 

Tuberculosis 

IOf  Tuberculosis  of  Glands 
and  other  parts 

1 1 S)rphilis  

12  General  Paralysis  of 

Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 
13a  Cancer  of  Buccal 

Cavity  & Pharynx 
13b  ,,  Digestive  Organs  & 

Peritoneum  ... 
13c  „ Respiratory  Organs 

13d  ,,  Genital  Organs  ... 

13e  ,,  Breast  

13f  ,,  Urinary  Organs  ... 

13q  „ Skin  

13h  ,,  Other  Organs  ... 

14  Diabetes  
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Diphtheria 

Although  there  were  seventeen  notifications  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year,  only  one  case  was  confirmed.  This  occurred  in  September  in  a 18 
year  old  schoolgirl,  Corynebacterium  diphtheriae  of  mitis  type  being 
isolated  from  a throat  swab.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital  although  not 
severely  ill.  Subsequent  investigation  showed  that  the  girl  had  had  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  - 0*2  c.c  A.P.T.  15.12.54  and  0-5  c.c. 
A.P.T.  19.1.55. 

Her  family,  comprising  mother  and  father  and  four  children,  lived  in 
a back  to  back  house  in  a congested  slum  courtyard  in  Ladywood.  No 
other  member  of  the  family  gave  evidence  of  carrying  diphtheria  organisms 
and  no  other  case  occurred. 

The  school  she  attended  was  visited  and  swabs  taken  from  her 
schoolmates.  A growth  of  Comyebacterium  diphtheriae  of  mitis  type  was 
isolated  from  one  of  them.  The  family  of  this  girl  was  followed  up  and  one 
of  her  brothers  was  also  found  to  be  a carrier  of  mitis  virulent  organisms. 
Both,  although  well,  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  girl  had  had  three 
injections  against  diphtheria  and  a subsequent  booster  dose  in  1956.  The 
immunisation  state  of  her  brother  could  not  be  determined. 


The  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  recent  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table:  - 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Immunisation  History 

1953 

1 

0 

Never  immunised. 

1954 

3 

0 

.1  ,,  ,, 

1955 

4 

2 

3 never  immunised. 

1 (mild  case)  overdue  for 
reinforcing  injection. 

1956 

1 

0 

Never  immunised. 

1957 

1 

1 

»»  ,, 

1958 

0 

0 

1959 

0 

0 

1960 

0 

0 

1961 

2 

1 

Never  immunised. 

1962 

1 

0 

Mild  case  overdue  for 
reinforcing  injection. 

Dysentery 

During  the 

year  seven  hundred  and  seventy  notifications  of  dysentery 

were  made  to  the  Department;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  by  hospitals. 
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ninety-nine  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  five  hundred 
and  fifty-four  by  general  practitioners.  It  is  of  some  interest  that,  of  the 
general  practitioners  notifying  dysentery,  one  doctor  notified  ninety- 
seven  cases,  ten  doctors  notified  between  eleven  and  forty  cases  each  and 
fifty-seven  doctors  notified  between  one  and  ten  cases  each.  There  are 
some  six  hundred  and  ninety  general  practitioners  in  the  City. 

Thirty-five  of  the  seven  hundred  and  seventy  notifications  to  the 
Department  were  subsequently  reclassified  leaving  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  cases  in  which  the  original  diagnosis  was  accepted.  In  1961 
there  were  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  confirmed  cases. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  cases  was  as  follows:  - 


Age 

1 

1—2 

3—4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  + 

Total 

Male  ... 

41 

75 

60 

55 

17 

10 

10 

32 

14 

14 

8 



3 

339 

Female 

35 

67 

50 

62 

14 

26 

31 

49 

24 

14 

15 

4 

5 

396 

Total 

76 

142 

no 

117 

31 

36 

41 

81 

38 

28 

23 

4 

8 

735 

The  pattern  was  the  usual  one  with  high  incidence  in  infancy  and 
early  childhood  and  a slight  excess  in  women  at  an  age  when  many  of 
them  are  likely  to  have  the  care  of  young  children. 

The  seasonal  incidence  (with  1961  figures  in  brackets)  was  as  follows:  - 


15/  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

Ath  Quarter 

155  (153) 

298  (110) 

148  (92) 

134  (128) 

Faecal  specimens  were  examined  in  four  hundred  and  ten  cases  and 
in  two  hundred  and  seventy  of  these  dysentery  organisms  were  found.  A 
negative  result  was,  of  course,  usual  when  the  patient  had  received  treat- 
ment for  several  days  before  a specimen  could  be  obtained.  The  distribution 
of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy  bacteriologically  confirmed  cases  by 
species  and  season  was  as  follows:  - 


Is/  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4/A  Quarter 

Total 

Shigella  sonnei 

79 

106 

35 

36 

256 

Shigella  flexner 

4 

1 

4 

5 

14 

Total 

83 

107 

39 

41 

270 

36 


Eight  institutional  outbreaks  were  investigated  during  the  year. 
These  involved  two  schools,  three  day  nurseries,  one  residential  nursery, 
and  two  outbreaks  at  one  hostel. 

Encephalitis 

(a)  Of  the  1 2 cases  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  Infective  Encephalitis, 
presumably  of  virus  origin,  seven  died  at  the  following  ages  : - 

Males  7 years,  24  years,  82  years. 

Females  8 months,  38  years,  38  years,  40  years. 

Those  recovering  were  aged:  - 

Males  3 1 years,  6 years. 

Females  3 years,  7 years,  23  years. 

(b)  Post  Infectious  Encephalitis  is  thought  to  be  a secondary  attack 
upon  the  brain  by  the  same  organism  which  has  already  caused  an  illness 
such  as  measles  and,  during  1962,  this  was  reported  in  six  cases;  there  were 
no  deaths. 


Age  and  Sex 

Initial  Infection 

5 years  M. 

Chickenpox 

12  years  M. 

Rubella 

3 months  F. 

Smallpox 

vaccination 

6 months  F. 

Rubella 

5 years  F. 

Mumps 

15  years  F. 

Measles 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  1962,  115  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  recorded. 
These  w^ere  distributed  as  follows:  - 

ls<  quarter  2nd  quarter  3rd  quarter  Ath  quarter  Total 

9 (20)  47  (40)  35  (25)  24  (31)  115  (116) 

The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1961. 

Only  those  cases  where  some  definite  suspicion  fell  upon  food  or 
drink  were  acknowledged  as  food  poisoning.  This  led  to  64  notifications 
not  being  accepted  after  careful  investigation  had  been  made. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  outbreaks  and  single  cases  which 
occurred,  an  outbreak  being  defined  as  all  the  cases  either  probably  or 
certainly  derived  from  a single  contaminating  or  infecting  source. 
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Outbreaks 


Outbreaks 

Total  12 


Cases 
Total  84 


Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents 
Salmonella 

typhimurium  1 family  . . . . . . . . 3 

typhimurium  2c  1 family  . . . . . . . . 4 

1 other  . . . . . . . . 19 

typhimurium  la  1 family  . . . . . . . . 3 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause  8 . . . . . , . . 55 

Single  Cases 


Agent  identified  20  Unknown  11  Total  31 

Organism  No.  of  Cases 


Salmonella  typhimurium  13 

,,  1 var  5 1 

,,  heidelberg  2 

„ glosdrop  1 

„ enf  antis  1 

Clostridium  welchii  2 


Outbreaks 

Eighty-four  cases  were  associated  with  twelve  outbreaks. 

Salmonella  typhimurium  was  isolated  from  the  faeces  of  three 
members  of  a family  who  had  stew  on  12th  May,  1962,  and  became  ill 
with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  approximately  twenty-four  hours  later.  . 
The  stew  which  was  suspected  was  prepared  and  cooked  on  the  11th  May 
and  reheated  and  eaten  on  the  12th  May.  Of  the  four  persons  in  the  house 
three  were  affected. 

Salmonella  typhimurium  phage  type  2c  was  regarded  as  the  cause  of 
an  outbreak  affecting  19  persons  who  had  dined  in  a local  restaurant 
over  the  week-end  of  the  23rd/24th  June  (15  on  the  Saturday  evening 
and  4 on  the  Sunday  evening).  Four  of  these  people  lived  outside  the 
City  but  all  had  eaten  at  the  restaurant  in  question  which  indicated  very 
strongly  that  this  was  the  source  of  the  infection.  The  clinical  symptoms 
were  similar  in  all  cases  - abdominal  pain,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  - the 
incubation  period  extending  up  to  24  hours. 

As  a result  of  the  first  notification  the  restaurant  was  visited 
immediately  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  extremely  satisfactory,  with 
the  exception  that  a cat  was  allowed  the  freedom  of  the  kitchen.  Complete 
bacteriological  investigation  of  staff  and  equipment  was  carried  out.  In 
view  of  the  freedom  given  to  the  cat,  it  too  was  included.  Results  of 
specimens  taken  from  the  staff  were  interesting  but  unhelpful,  one  cook 
and  one  waiter  producing  a growth  of  Shigella  sonnei  and  throat  swab 
from  three  of  the  staff  showed  a growth  of  Staph,  pyogenes.  These  were 
regarded  as  incidental  findings  - the  persons  were  however  referred  to 
their  doctors  for  treatment. 
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From  1 1 of  the  patients  affected  a growth  of  Salmonella  typhimurium 
phage  type  2c  was  isolated.  Detailed  investigation  of  the  food  eaten  by  aU 
those  affected  indicated  that  all  but  five  had  eaten  chicken,  and  even  two 
of  these  might  possibly  have  had  chicken  without  being  aware  of  it  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  meal.  Three  apparently  had  eaten  nothing  in 
common  with  the  others. 

The  evidence  was  strong  that  chicken  was  responsible  and  this  was 
supported  by  the  phage  typing  - it  was  thought  that  the  three  exceptions 
could  be  explained  by  the  manner  in  which  Chinese  meals  are  prepared 
together  with  the  fact  that  the  contamination  was  obviously  quite  heavy 
during  the  week-end  in  question.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  lack  of  any 
other  evidence  it  was  considered  that  chicken  was  most  likely  responsible 
for  this  outbreak. 

The  restaurant  had  bought  a considerable  number  of  chickens, 
mostly  frozen,  and  the  names  of  the  local  suppliers  were  obtained  and, 
as  was  expected,  supplies  of  chickens  were  received  by  them  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  areas  involved  were 
all  approached  but  no  incidents  of  food  poisoning  of  this  type  were  known 
to  have  affected  humans  or  chickens.  It  was  learned,  however,  that  in  one 
district  where  chickens  may  have  come  from,  two  hundred  turkeys  had 
recently  died  of  Salmonella  typhimurium  phage  type  2c.  Investigations 
stopped  here  and  no  definite  conclusion  about  the  source  of  the  outbreak 
could  be  reached. 

Salmonella  typhimurium  phage  type  2c  was  also  regarded  as  the 
cause  of  a family  outbreak  affecting  four  members  of  a family  who  became 
ill  with  severe  vomiting,  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain  on  the  8th  July, 
approximately  fifteen  hours  after  eating  a chicken  meal.  This  was  a West 
Indian  family  who  were  not  very  co-operative  in  our  investigation.  It 
was  believed  that  the  chicken  was  frozen  and  this  was  purchased  on  the 
7th  July  and  prepared  and  eaten  at  7 p.m.  the  same  day.  AU  four  who 
partook  of  this  meal  were  affected  and  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  three  persons  from  whom  Salmonella  typhimurium  phage  type 
la  was  subsequently  isolated  were  taken  ill  on  the  18th  and  19th  October 
and  7th  November  with  headache,  weakness  and  giddiness,  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak  was  not  known  although  eggs 
bought  on  the  17th  October  and  made  into  sandwiches  on  the  18th  and 
eaten  at  noon  were  thrown  away  as  they  “did  not  like  the  taste  of  the  egg” 
It  was  thought  that  the  third  case,  a boy  of  IJ  years,  whose  onset  was 
7th  November,  was  a secondary  case  to  his  mother  and  brother  (the  first 
two  to  be  affected).  The  Salmonella  typhimurium  organism  was  isolated 
from  the  faeces  of  aU  three  patients. 

Single  Gases 

The  source  of  infection  was  never  found  in  any  of  the  single  cases.  Of 
the  31  cases  notified  as  food  poisoning  SalmoneUa  typhimurium  accounted 
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for  fourteen.  The  addresses  of  the  patients  were  widely  separated  and  no 
connection  could  be  detected  with  any  other  case. 

Influenza 

As  in  previous  years  general  practitioners  in  widely  separated  areas 
of  the  City  kindly  agreed  to  act  as  “spotters”  when  suspected  cases  of 
influenza  arose  in  their  practices.  1962  was,  however,  a year  which  seemed 
particularly  free  from  influenza.  There  were  fifty-three  deaths  in  the  first 
two  months  of  the  year  and  only  sixty-nine  deaths  from  influenza  in  the 
whole  of  1962. 

During  the  year  ten  patients  were  referred  by  the  “spotters”  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  results  of  specimens  taken:  - 


Date 

No. 

of  Patients 

Serological  Investigation 

Nose  and 

Throat  Swabs 

1.1.62 

1 

Indicated  an  active  infection 
with  influenza  “B”  virus. 

Influenza  “B”  virus 

2.1.62 

1 

Indicated  a recent  or  probably 
an  active  infection  with  in- 
fluenza “B”  virus. 

>*  >> 

2.1.62 

Indicated  an  active  infection 
with  influenza  “B”  virus. 

Negative 

2.1.62 

1 

Influenza  "B”  virus 

10.1.62 

1 

Indicated  a past  infection 
with  “A”  virus. 

Negative. 

15.1.62 

1 

No  blood  taken. 

Negative. 

27.3.62 

Indicated  an  active  infection 
with  adenovirus. 

Negative. 

10.8.62 

2 

Indicated  a past  infection 
with  influenza  "A”  virus  and 

adenovirus. 

Negative. 

3.10.62 

1 

Negative. 

Negative. 

Malaria 

During  1962  there  were  six  cases  of  malaria  - the  infection  in  each 
case  having  been  acquired  abroad. 


Measles 

As  was  to  be  expected  following  the  heavy  incidence  of  measles  during 
1961  when  19,902  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  only  3,457  notifications 
were  received  during  1962.  1955  still  remains  the  year  of  the  highest 
incidence  when  24,714  notifications  were  received  - the  largest  number 
since  measles  became  generally  notifiable  in  November,  1939.  At  the  end 
of  1962  the  weekly  notifications  began  to  rise  suggesting  that  the  biennial 
periodicity  of  measles  epidemics  is  being  maintained.  Week  ending  22nd 
December  recorded  four  hundred  and  nineteen  notifications.  Only  two 
cases  were  notified  in  the  week  ending  27th  January,  1962. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution. 


Age 

0 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  + 

Total 

M 

80 

424 

446 

733 

47 

16 

9 

5 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1,763 

F 

60 

384 

389 

751 

64 

20 

6 

14 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1,694 

Totals 

140 

808 

835 

1,484 

111 

36 

15 

19 

6 

2 

i ' 

- 

- 

3,457 

The  following  are  details  of  three  young  children  who  died:  - 


Sex 

Age 

Date  of  Death 

Remarks 

Male 

10  months 

23.11.62 

Death  from  pneumonia  and  measles 
in  an  already  ailing  child  who  had 
been  in  hospital  for  two  months  with 
infantile  spasms. 

Female 

18  months 

2.12.62 

This  child  was  in  a residential 
nursery  where  there  was  an  outbreak 
of  measles. 

Female 

2 years 

30.11.62 

This  was  a poor  home,  parents  and 
four  children  all  sleeping  in  one 
room.  7 year  old  sibling  had  measles 
first. 

Meningococcal  Infection 


Of  the  214  notifications  19 

were  confirmed  and  4 patients 

ages  and  sexes  of  the  confirmed 

cases  were 

as  follows:  - 

MALES 

0-1  year  . . 

. . 5 

3 deaths 

3-4  years  . . 

1-2  years 

. . 3 

15  - 19  years 

FEMALES 

0-1  year  . . 

1 

5-9  years 

1-2  years 

. . 1 

10  - 14  years 

3-4  years 

. . 2 

1 death 

35  - 44  years 

There  was  no  association  between  any  of  the  cases. 

Paratyphoid 

There  was  only  one  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  during  1962  - a 
Pakistani  aged  22  years,  who  arrived  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  Karachi 
about  the  middle  of  February.  For  fourteen  days  before  admission  to 
hospital  on  the  7th  March  he  complained  of  a cough  and  fever.  Para- 
typhoid “A"  organisms  were  isolated  later  and  it  was  considered  likely 
that  the  infection  had  been  acquired  abroad,  particularly  as  this  strain 
is  usually  associated  with  India. 
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Pneumonia 


Under  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953, 
pneumonia  is  notifiable  only  when  the  disease  is  primary  or  when  it  occurs 
as  the  result  of  an  attack  of  influenza.  There  were  231  notifications  of 
primary  pneumonia  and  84  of  the  type  following  influenza.  The  age 
incidence  was:  - 


Age 

0 

1—2 

3—4 

5 — 9 

10—14 

15—19 

20—24 

25—34 

35—44 

45—54 

55—64 

65—74 

75  + 

Total 

Notifs.  of 

Primary 

pneumonia 

7 

7 



11 

8 

16 

6 

17 

18 

53 

39 

20 

29 

231 

Pneumonia 

following 

influenza 

5 

5 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

10 

7 

12 

17 

14 

7 

84 

The  monthly  incidence  is  given  below:  - 


Month 

Jan. 

Feh. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Notifs.  of 
primary 
pneumonia 

44 

15 

25 

24 

13 

8 

21 

6 

8 

22 

15 

30 

Influenzal 

pneumonia 

34 

7 

10 

5 

1 

2 

- 

2 

4 

3 

3 

13 

The  week  ending  20th  January  had  the  highest  number  of  notifi- 
cations - twenty-seven,  and  for  the  week  ending  2nd  June,  no  notifications 
were  received. 

Bronchopneumonia  is  by  far  the  commonest  type  of  pneumonia  and 
this  is,  of  course,  not  notifiable  unless  occurring  in  association  with 
influenza. 

Deaths  from  all  types  of  pneumonia  totalled  seven  hundred  and 
twenty,  the  age  distribution  being  as  follows:  - 

DEATHS  FROM  PNEUMONIA  (all  forms)  1962 

Age  0-  1-  2-  5-  15-  25-  45-  65-  75-  Total 

Deaths  64  5 6 3 3 14  74  132  419  720 

76-5  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  aged  sixty-five  and  over 
but  only  22-2  per  cent,  of  aU  notifications  related  to  this  group. 


42 


Poliomyelitis 

The  summer  of  1962  was  poor  and  on  the  whole  rather  cold.  There 
were  only  five  confirmed  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  of  these  four  were  of 
the  paralytic  t3rpe  and  one  non -paralytic.  Their  ages  were:  - 
Males  8 years,  24  years. 

Females  If  years,  27  years,  (non-paralytic);  34  years. 

Four  of  the  cases  had  received  no  form  of  protection  at  all.  The 
24  year  old  man  had  had  only  one  injection  in  January  1962  (onset  of 
illness  20th  June,  1962). 

The  addresses  of  the  patients,  as  seen  from  the  map  on  page  63  were 
scattered  over  the  City  and  no  connection  could  be  found  between  any 
of  them. 

The  cases  arose  in  January  (1);  March  (2);  May  (1);  June  (1). 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  only  other  year  to  have 
a comparably  low  incidence  was  1956  when  there  were  seven  confirmed 
cases. 


1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 
442  52  48  40  17  84  7 35  43  9 22  18  5 

In  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  there  were  fewer  poliomyelitis  cases 
in  1962  than  in  any  of  the  previous  fifty  years. 

Immunisation — See  page  61. 

Scabies 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  persons  were  treated  during  1962 
at  the  Scabies  Clinic,  Bacchus  Road.  Of  these  267  were  adult  males,  49 
were  boys  and  512  were  women  and  children.  A further  248  were  treated 
by  the  School  Health  Service. 

The  numbers  of  cases  in  each  of  the  last  five  years  were  as  follows:  - 


Year 

Treated  by  Health  Dept. 

School  Health  Service 

Total 

1958 

689 

166 

855 

1959 

852 

199 

1,051 

1960 

691 

101 

792 

1961 

749 

203 

922 

1962 

828 

248 

1,076 

There  has  thus  been  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  439  cases  of  scarlet  fever  for  1962  as  compared  with  540 
for  1961. 

No  deaths  occurred. 
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The  five  to  nine  age  group  accounted  for  50  per  cent,  of  the  cases. 
The  highest  number  of  notifications,  24,  was  recorded  in  the  week  ending 
31st  March  and  only  one  notification  was  received  in  the  weeks  ending 
23rd  June  and  8th  September. 

Smallpox 

(1 ) There  was  one  confirmed  case  of  smallpox  in  Birmingham  during 
1962.  On  the  15th  January,  1962,  a general  practitioner  requested  a visit 
to  a man  who  had  recently  arrived  from  Karachi  and  whom  he  had 
originally  diagnosed  as  a case  of  influenza.  A visit  was  made  forthwith 
and  a diagnosis  of  smallpox  was  made.  It  was  found  on  investigation  that 
the  patient,  a Pakistani,  aged  35  years,  had  arrived  at  London  Airport 
from  Karachi  on  the  4th  January,  travelling  via  Frankfurt  to  London 
and  from  there  to  Birmingham  by  train,  then  to  Small  Heath  by  taxi  on 
the  same  day.  It  would  appear  that  he  became  iU  about  five  days  after 
his  arrival  and  that  his  movements  in  Birmingham  had  been  relatively 
restricted,  but  he  had,  in  fact,  visited  the  local  Labour  Exchange. 
Disinfection  of  the  house  and  contents  was  carried  out;  all  the  five 
inhabitants  of  the  house  were  put  in  quarantine;  one,  who  had  shared 
the  same  bed,  being  isolated  in  hospital.  All  were  vaccinated  (two  had 
had  smallpox).  Arrangements  were  made  for  daily  surveillance  of  this 
group  and  for  the  provision  of  food  and  aU  other  requirements.  The  local 
Labour  Exchange  was  visited  and  all  the  staff  (75)  were  vaccinated  and 
kept  under  daily  surveillance  for  a period  of  twenty-one  days.  There  were 
no  repercussions  from  this  case. 

(2)  As  mentioned  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1961  a Pakistani  arrived 
on  the  18th  December  by  air  at  London  from  Karachi;  he  travelled  to 
West  Bromwich  on  the  19th  December  and  was  admitted  to  Witton  Hospital 
with  smallpox  on  the  28th  December,  1961.  A doctor  who  lived  in  Solihull 
and  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the  West  Bromwich  case,  was  also 
admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from  smallpox  on  the  15th  January,  1962. 
This  man,  although  not  resident  in  Birmingham,  had  made  many  visits 
to  the  City  - i.e.  had  called  at  two  factories,  a city  library,  and  attended 
two  religious  services  at  which  several  hundred  people  had  been  present. 
This  involved  the  Department  in  providing  vaccination  for  many  people 
and  keeping  a number  under  surveillance  who  were  thought  to  have  been 
in  close  contact.  One  was  placed  in  quarantine.  Fortunately,  as  far  ais  the 
large  number  attending  the  religious  meetings  was  concerned,  it  was 
thought  that  they  were  not  in  real  danger  as  the  doctor’s  symptoms  had 
not  started  when  they  took  place  but  they  were  offered  vaccination  by 
the  Depa  rtment.  No  further  cases  arose. 
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(3)  On  the  16th  January,  1962  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Cardiff  telephoned  to  say  that  a case  of  smallpox  had  arisen  in  his 
area.  The  man  had  travelled  from  Karachi,  via  London  and  Birmingham 
to  Cardiff.  It  appeared  that  he  had  travelled  from  London  to  Birmingham 
by  taxi  on  the  12th  January,  arriving  in  Balsall  Heath.  On  the  13th 
January  he  travelled  to  Cardiff  by  train  and  became  ill  during  the 
journey.  The  address  was  immediately  visited  and  exact  details  of  his 
movements  determined.  Disinfection  of  the  house  and  contents  was  carried 
out.  Sixteen  were  placed  in  quarantine,  vaccinated,  and  arrangements 
made  for  their  daily  surveillance,  provision  of  food  and  other  necessities. 
As  this  man  had  travelled  by  public  transport  to  the  station  it  was  felt 
that  many  people  might  have  been  exposed  to  infection  and  an  appeal 
was  made  for  travellers  on  the  route  used  at  the  time  to  come  forward. 
The  response  to  this  was  overwhelming  and  large  scale  vaccination  was 
carried  out.  All  the  persons  who  could  have  been  in  contact  were  rigorously 
traced  and  vaccinated,  e.g.  ’bus  conductors,  cleaners  on  the  train,  railway 
workers,  ticket  clerks,  etc.  The  total  involved  in  surveillance  because  of 
this  case  was  seventy,  but  four  hundred  who  feared  they  might  have 
travelled  on  the  bus  were  vaccinated. 

Laundries  throughout  the  City  (38)  were  visited  and  their  employees 
offered  vaccination. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  Pakistanis  were  obviously 
arriving  in  Birmingham  from  Karachi,  which  was  then  heavily  infected 
with  smallpox,  arrangements  were  made  for  public  health  inspectors  to 
visit  aU  new  arrivals,  and  London  and  Birmingham  Airports  were  asked 
to  co-operate  in  this  respect. 

The  occurrence  of  smallpox  inevitably  leads,  not  only  to  admin- 
istrative action  to  control  spread  by  contact,  but  to  doubts  in  the  minds  of 
general  practitioners  and  others  when  called  to  see  a patient  with  a rash, 
particularly  where  this  occurs  in  recent  immigrants  and  especially  in 
coloured  persons.  This  problem  was  naturally  considerable  in  this  large 
industrial  centre  with  extensive  contact  with  other  areas  both  at  home 
and  abroad  where  smallpox  had  occurred. 

In  this  respect  an  analysis  of  ninety-seven  cases  seen  in  the  City 
by  one  member  of  the  staff  alone  between  30th  December,  1961  and  18th 
June,  1962,  and  a further  twenty-two  seen  in  the  region  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  at  the  request  of  neighbouring  medical  officers  of 
health,  is  given  in  the  following  tables:  - 
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Place  of  Consultation 


Consultation  by  Age  and  Sex 


Male 

Female 

Home 

...  87 

0-10 

19 

11 

Hospital  ... 

...  18 

11-20 

11 

12 

Surgery 

...  2 

21  -30 

28 

6 

Works  surgeries  ... 

...  7 

31  -40 

10 

5 

Prison 

1 

41  -50 

3 

1 

Public  Health  Dept’ 

...  3 

51  -60 

6 

4 

Airport 

1 

61  -70 

2 

0 

71  -80 

0 

1 

119 

79 

40 

Diagnoses 

Smallpox 

...  2 

Vaccination  reactions 

...  24 

Chickenpox 

...  55 

Shellfish  allergy 

3 

Rubella  . . 

...  3 

Urticaria 

...  6 

Scarlatina 

...  4 

Drug  rash 

...  5 

Meningococcal 

Flea  bites 

1 

septicaemia  ... 

1 

P.  M.  lividity 

1 

Furunculosis 

1 

Feverish  Chill 

...  1 

Sepsis 

...  9 

Nothing  abnormal  ... 

1 

Acne 

1 

Total  ... 

... 

...  119 

Bedsores 

1 

Nationality 

Smallpox  Other 

Total  seen 

British  (and  Irish) 

1 

75 

76 

West  Indian 

— 

19 

19 

Pakistani 

1 

13 

14 

Indian 

— 

7 

7 

Egyptian 

— 

1 

1 

U.S.A.  (coloured) 

— 

1 

1 

German 

— 

1 

1 

117 


119 


This  analysis  emphasises  the  doubts  and  concern  that  arise  during  the 
presence  of  smallpox.  Obviously  the  situation  is  complicated  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  outbreak  of  chickenpox  as  occurred  here,  but  the  wide  range 
and  extensive  incidence  of  exanethematous  conditions  does  nothing  to 
ease  it.  Another  feature  was  the  large  number  of  children  who  suffered 
local  and  general  reactions  to  vaccination. 

Later  in  the  year  following  the  arrival  of  two  ships  which  had  carried 
passengers  who  had  suffered  from  smallpox,  eighteen  people  were  kept 
under  surveillance  for  the  customary  period  of  twenty-one  days. 
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Typhoid  Fever 

There  were  eight  confirmed  cases  of  typhoid  fever  during  1962. 

No  deaths  occurred. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  was  as  follows:  - 

Males  1 year  11  months,  5 years,  23  years,  26  years,  45  years. 

Females  19  years,  19  years,  60  years. 

Salmonella  typhi  Vi  phage  type  45  was  isolated  from  a boy  aged  1 
year  11  months  who  had  been  taken  ill  on  about  30th  January  with 
malaise,  pyrexia  and  an  urethral  discharge  and  who,  despite  treatment 
with  penicillin,  developed  diarrhoea.  The  child  came  from  a Jamaican 
family.  His  aunt  was  found  to  have  had  typhoid  fever  eight  years  before  in 
British  Guiana.  Samples  of  blood  taken  on  two  occasions  from  the  aunt 
gave  the  following  agglutination  results:  - 

Salmonella  typhi  O positive  1 /50 
Vi  reaction  positive  1/40 

The  family  and  the  aunt  never  co-operated  willingly  during  the 
investigations  and  refused  to  submit  further  specimens. 

In  regard  to  the  five  year  old  boy  his  source  of  infection  was  never 
really  established,  in  spite  of  a careful  and  thorough  investigation  having 
been  made.  No-one  else  in  his  family  was  affected.  The  organism  in  this 
case  was  untypeable. 

The  three  remaining  males  were  recent  immigrants  from  Pakistan 
whose  infection  was  assumed  to  have  been  acquired  there. 

Of  the  three  females  affected  two  of  them  had  been  travelling  abroad 
and  were  taken  ill  on  their  immediate  return  to  England.  Their  ages  were 
19  years  and  60  years. 

In  the  case  of  the  other  19  year  old  patient,  from  whom  Salmonella 
typhi  Vi  phage  type  “A”  was  isolated,  the  source  of  her  infection  was 
unknown.  She  was  however  a nurse  in  a general  hospital  working  on  the 
surgical  wards.  She  lived  in  the  Nurses’  Home  but  went  home  to 
Wolverhampton  on  her  off-duty  days.  She  either  took  her  meals  in  the 
Hospital  or  at  home.  There  was  no  story  of  typhoid  in  her  family  circle 
and  she  herself  had  not  been  abroad  on  holiday.  No  other  cases  arose. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Once  again  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Fowler,  Consultant  in  Venereology 
at  the  General  Hospital,  for  the  following  information. 

In  1962,  for  the  first  year  since  1954,  there  were  fewer  new  patients 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  occurred  mainly  in  patients 
coming  under  the  category  of  “other  conditions”  but  there  was  also  a 
decrease  in  new  cases  of  syphilis.  The  incidence  of  gonorrhoea  was  almost 
the  same  as  in  1961  and  this  was  the  first  year  since  1955  that  there  was 
not  an  increase  in  gonorrhoea  compared  with  the  previous  year.  There 
were  more  cases  of  early  infectious  syphilis  than  in  1961  and  a fairly 
marked  increase  in  non-specific  urethritis. 
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GONORRHOEA 

There  were  five  fewer  cases  in  1962  than  in  1961.  This  decrease  was 
confined  to  male  cases  where  there  were  14  cases  fewer  than  in  the  previous 
year.  However,  it  will  be  recalled  that  the  term  “case"  refers  not  to 
patients  but  to  attacks  of  gonorrhoea  and  that  some  patients  contract  the 
infection  more  than  once  in  a year.  Actually  there  were  5 per  cent,  fewer 
male  patients  and  2 per  cent,  fewer  female  patients  than  in  1961. 

New  Cases  New  Patients 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1,827 

469 

2,296 

1,511 

412 

1,923 

1,813 

478 

2,291 

1,433 

403 

1,836 

Re-infections 

As  in  previous  years  most  of  the  male  patients  who  contracted  the 
disease  more  than  once  were  West  Indians  while  the  majority  of  female 
patients  who  had  at  least  two  attacks  of  gonorrhoea  were  white  and  were 
the  consorts  of  West  Indians. 

Racial  Incidence 

The  incidence  in  males  born  in  the  U.K.  was  almost  the  same  as  in 
1961.  There  was  a marked  decrease  in  cases  in  Asiatics  and  an  increase  in 
the  incidence  in  men  from  Southern  Ireland  and  from  the  West  Indies. 
In  1961  men  bom  in  the  U.K.  accounted  for  26  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases. 
The  proportion  remained  the  same  in  1962. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  incidence  in  West  Indian  females. 

Among  other  female  immigrants  the  incidence  was  much  the  same  as 
in  the  previous  year  while  there  was  an  increased  number  of  cases  in 
females  born  in  this  country.  This  increase  was  accounted  for  by  a greater 
number  of  re-infections  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  proportion  of  the  total  cases  accounted  for  by  women  born  in  the 
U.K.  was  74  per  cent,  compared  with  71  per  cent,  in  1961. 

RACIAL  INCIDENCE  {cases) 

Male  Female 


1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

West  Indies  (Negro) 

...  835 

888 

72 

65 

Africa  (Negro) 

38 

23 

— 

1 

Other  Negro 

1 

6 

— 

1 

Asia 

...  265 

187 

3 

1 

Mediterranean 

37 

43 

1 

2 

United  Kingdom  ... 

...  479 

476 

328 

355 

Eire  

149 

172 

50 

51 

Europe  (others)  . . . 

20 

17 

5 

2 

All  other  Non-Negro 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1,827 

1,813 

459 

478 
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Age  Incidence 
1 . Females 

The  number  of  cases  in  teenagers  was  20  per  cent,  greater  than  in  1961. 
This  increase  in  teenage  cases  is  a true  increase  and  not  an  apparent  one 
due  to  re-infections  as  less  than  one-third  of  the  re-infections  were  in  the 
teenage  group.  There  was  a decrease  of  4 per  cent,  in  the  number  of  cases 
in  the  20-24  age  group. 

In  the  country  as  a whole  in  1962  there  was  a slight  decrease  in 
gonorrohea  in  teenagers  and  a more  marked  increase  in  the  20-24  age 
group.  The  incidence  in  older  women  showed  a marked  decline. 


Percentage  Distribution  in  Age  Groups 


Total 

15 — 19  years 

20 — 24  years 

25  years  and  over 

Year 

cases 

Cases  Percentage 

Cases  Percentage 

Cases 

Percentage 

1961 

459 

130  28*2 

169  36-7 

158 

34-3 

1962 

478 

157  32-8 

162  33-9 

159 

33-3 

Of  the  157  cases  in  teenagers,  125  cases  were  in  girls  born  in  the  U.K. 
In  1961  105  of  the  teenage  cases  were  in  British  girls. 

Last  year  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  proportion  of  cases  in  the  age 
group  15-19  years  in  this  area  was  slightly  higher  than  in  the  country  as  a 
whole.  There  was  a more  marked  difference  in  1962  when  the  proportion  of 
teenage  patients  in  England  and  Wales  amounted  to  25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cases.  (25*8  per  cent,  in  1961). 

2.  Male? 

In  1961,  6*3  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  in  England  and  Wales  were 
accounted  for  by  teenagers.  In  1962  this  proportion  increased  to  7 per 
cent.  In  Birmingham  in  1961,  4-8  per  cent,  of  the  total  male  cases  were  in 
the  age  group  15-19  years.  In  1962  the  proportion  increased  to  6-7  per 
cent.  Actually  in  1962  there  were  122  cases  in  the  15-19  age  group  com- 
pared with  89  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Almost  half  the  increase  in  cases 
was  accounted  for  by  teenagers  born  in  this  country.  (41  cases  compared 
with  26  cases  in  1961). 

Cases  Holding  and  Contact  Tracing 

As  in  previous  years  our  attempts  to  hold  cases  and  trace  contacts 
met  with  little  success.  Over  1,000  contact  slips  were  given  to  patients  to 
give  to  consorts  and  only  405  consorts  attended  for  investigation.  Last 
year  I mentioned  that  case  holding  was  difficult  as  more  than  22  per  cent, 
of  patients  gave  false  names  and  addresses,  and  that  many  of  those  who 
gave  correct  names  and  addresses  changed  houses  so  frequently 
that  it  was  impossible  to  trace  them.  The  position  showed  no  change  for 
the  better  in  1962.  Indeed,  an  increased  proportion  of  patients  gave  false 
names  and  addresses. 


49 


Penicillin  Insensitive  Gonococci 

In  1962  no  strains  of  gonococci  were  isolated  in  which  the  minimum 
inhibitory  concentration  of  Penicilin  was  more  than  0-25  units,  and  there 
has  been  no  indication  of  any  increased  insensitivity  to  Penicillin.  The 
primary  cure  rate  remains  at  95  per  cent. 

Prostitutes  and  Gonorrohea 

In  Birmingham  in  the  past  the  prostitute  played  a very  minor  role  in 
the  spread  of  gonorrohea.  In  recent  years  it  has  become  apparent  that  an 
increasing  number  of  men  were  being  infected  by  prostitutes  and  last  year 
37  per  cent,  of  the  male  patients  contracted  the  disease  from  such  women. 
Of  this  37  per  cent.,  17  per  cent,  were  white  men  and  20  per  cent,  coloured 
immigrants. 

Reasons  for  the  halt  in  the  upward  trend  of  the  incidence  of 
Gonorrohea 

Last  year  I suggested  that  if  the  Immigration  Bill  caused  a marked 
decrease  in  immigration  it  was  hkely  that  the  continuing  rise  in  the 
incidence  curve  would  be  halted.  As  is  well  known  immigration  in  fact 
has  slowed  down  to  a trickle  and,  as  mentioned  above,  the  rise  in  the 
incidence  curve  has  halted.  That  the  two  events  are  related  is  shown  by 
the  marked  decrease  in  gonorrohea  in  Asiatics.  It  is  also  our  impression 
that  there  have  been  fewer  West  Indian  male  patients  than  in  previous 
years  although  these  patients  have  had  many  more  re-infections.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  there  has  been  a decline  in  incidence  over  the 
country  as  a whole  but  that,  so  far  as  the  males  are  concerned,  the  dechne 
has  occurred  only  in  men  born  in  the  U.K.  One  cannot  explain  why  this 
should  be  but  it  does  not  detract  from  the  views  expressed  above  as,  so 
far  as  male  racial  incidence  is  concerned,  the  trend  in  this  city  has  differed 
from  that  in  England  and  Wales  as  there  has  never  been  any  marked 
increase  over  the  past  few  years  in  the  incidence  of  gonorrohea  in  men 
hving  in  Birmingham  and  born  in  this  country,  whereas  over  the  country 
as  a whole  the  incidence  in  men  born  in  the  U.K.  has  shown  a marked 
increase. 

Non-Gonococcal  Urethritis 

There  were  661  cases  in  1962  compared  with  600  cases  in  1961,  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent.  As  the  etiology  of  the  majority  of  cases  is  unknown 
the  reasons  for  this  increase  are  also  unknown.  This  increase  at  a time  when 
the  incidence  of  gonorrohea  has  ceased  to  rise  illustrates  the  point 
stressed  many  times  that  the  incidence  curves  of  gonorrhoea  and  of 
non-gonococcal  urethritis  often  behave  in  different  ways  whereas,  if 
the  majority  of  cases  of  non-gonococcal  urethritis  had  a venereal 
origin,  it  might  be  expected  that  the  behaviour  would  be  the  same. 
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During  the  year  studies  into  the  etiological  problem  have  continued 
but  with  no  more  success  than  in  previous  years.  Therapeutic  studies  have 
also  continued  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  find  methods  by  which 
the  20  per  cent,  of  cases  which  respond  to  wide  spectrum  antibiotic 
therapy  might  be  identified.  So  far  these  studies  have  been  unsuccessful. 


SYPHILIS 


Early  Infections 

There  were  28  cases  compared  with  19  cases  in  the  previous  year. 


New  Cases 


1961 

1962 

Primary- 

9 

18 

(Females  1) 

Secondary 

9 

10 

(Females  5) 

Early  Latent 

1 

— 

Four  of  the  female  cases  contracted  the  infection  overseas  (3  in  the 
West  Indies,  1 in  India)  and  infected  their  husbands.  The  other  2 females 
were  infected  in  this  country. 

Of  the  18  remaining  male  cases  1 contracted  the  infection  in  Brazil, 
4 in  other  parts  of  England  and  the  remainder  in  this  city. 

One  of  the  male  patients  was  a homosexual.  It  will  be  recalled  that  in 
London  and  certain  other  of  the  large  cities  a large  proportion  of  males 
with  early  infectious  syphilis  were  homosexuals. 


Congenital  Syphilis 

As  in  the  previous  three  years  there  were  no  cases  of  congenital 
syphihs  in  infants  - a testimony  to  the  value  of  routine  WR  screening  in 
pregnancy.  Nor  were  there  any  cases  in  children  under  15  years  of  age. 
There  were  3 patients  over  15  years  of  age,  the  same  number  as  last  year. 

44  women  with  syphilis  were  treated  during  pregnancy.  42  of  these 
were  from  the  West  Indies  and  2 were  English. 

Late  Syphilis 

There  was  a fairly  marked  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
late  syphihs.  Cardio-vascular  and  neuro-syphilis  remained  at  a very  low 
level. 

Late  Syphilis 


1961 

1962 

Cardio-vascular 

2 

4 

Neuro-syphilis 

11 

7 

All  other  late  types 

153 

116 

166 

127 

Chancroid,  Yaws,  Lymphogranuloma  Venereum  and  Granuloma 
Inguinale 

There  were  no  cases  of  chancroid  during  the  year.  Yaws  was  diagnosed 
in  22  cases  in  all  of  which  the  disease  was  of  long  standing  and  in  all  but 
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one  case  probably  inactive.  There  were  4 cases  of  Lumphogranuloma 
Venereum  and  1 case  of  Granuloma  Inguinale.  This  latter  patient  was  a 
West  Indian  and  the  case  is  interesting  in  that  the  oatient  had  been  in 
this  country  for  more  than  two  years  before  the  disease  became  manifest. 
The  significance  of  this  is  impossible  to  judge  as  the  methods  by  which 
this  disease  is  propagated  are  not  known  for  certain.  The  4 patients 
with  Lymphogranuloma  Venereum  had  contracted  the  disease  in  the 
West  Indies. 


OTHER  CONDITIONS 

As  mentioned  before,  this  category  includes  patients  with  affections 
of  the  genitalia  or  lower  urinary  tract  which  have  to  be  differentiated  from 
the  venereal  diseases,  patients  who  are  worried  about  the  possibility  of 
having  contracted  venereal  disease  or  who  require  certificates  of  freedom 
from  venereal  disease,  e.g.  unmarried  expectant  mothers  hoping  to  be 
admitted  to  one  of  the  homes  which  cater  for  them. 

There  was  a substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  patients  in  this 
category. 


1961 

1962 

Requiring  treatment 

674 

660 

Not  requiring  treatment 

2,497 

2,344 

3,171 

3,004 

PRESENT  POSITION 

So  far  as  Gonorrhoea  is  concerned  the  position  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  nine  years  and  now  that  immigration  has  almost  ceased  it  is 
very  possible  that  next  year  there  will  be  a decline  in  incidence.  The  only 
disturbing  features  are  the  continued  increase  in  incidence  in  female 
teenagers  and  the  rise  in  incidence  in  male  teenagers. 

It  would  appear  that  there  is  now  an  infectious  pool  of  early  syphilis 
in  this  city.  This  is  small  but  it  is  proving  difficult  to  trace  the  females 
carrying  the  disease  and  it  may  well  be  that  next  year  will  see  a sub- 
stantial rise  in  early  syphilis.  Elsewhere  in  this  country  the  incidence  of 
infectious  syphilis  has  already  shown  an  upward  trend  and  in  countries 
abroad,  particularly  America,  it  would  appear  that  the  incidence  of 
early  syphiUs  is  rising  rapidly. 

The  incidence  of  late  syphilis  remains  at  a very  low  level  in  the  white 
population  and  is  falling  in  the  immigrant  population.  Now  that  immigra- 
tion has  been  restricted  this  fall  in  incidence  should  be  intensified. 

So  far  as  the  other  venereal  diseases  are  concerned  the  position  remains 
most  satisfactory.  There  are  no  indications  that  these  diseases  have  become 
endemic  in  this  area  so  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  now  that 
immigration  has  almost  stopped  these  infections  will  disappear  from  this 
city. 


52 


VENEREAL  DISEASE  TREATED  IN  BIRMINGHAM  HOSPITALS 


Name  of  Hospital 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

patients 
dealt  with 

No.  of  cases  under  treat- 
ment on  1 Jan.,  1962 

General 

Children’s 

692 

629 

857 

Totals 

692 

629 

857 

New  cases  coming  under 

General 

158 

2,291 

3,714 

treatment  during  1962 

Children’s 

1 

18 

Totals 

159 

2,292 

3,732 

Total  number  of  atten- 

General 

5,625 

10,737 

13,211 

dances  during  1962 

Children’s 

3 

2 

20 

Totals 

5,628 

10,739 

13,231 

No.  discharged  after  com- 

pletion of  treatment 

General 

52 

1,203 

3,396 

and  for  observation 

Children’s 

— 

1 

18 

Totals 

52 

1,204 

3,414 

No.  transferred  to  other 

General 

11 

41 

9 

centres 

Children’s 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

41 

9 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend 

before  completion  of 

treatment  and/or  ob- 

General 

30 

871 

33 

servation 

Children’s 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

30 

871 

33 

NEW  CASES  OF  CONGENITAL  SYPHILIS.  1962 


Name  of  Hospital 

under  1 year  j 

1 

1 -4  years 

5-14  years 

1 5 years 
& upwards 

Total 

General 



- 

— 

3 

3 

Children’s 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Total 

1 , 

-- 

3 

1 

1 4 
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NUMBERS  OF  NEW  BIRMINGHAM  CASES  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASES 
TREATED  YEAR  BY  YEAR  SINCE  1950 


Year 

Birmingham  cases  of  V.D,  treated 

Other  Cases 
Treated 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

1950 

295 



462 

2,978 

1951 

208 

— 

525 

2,366 

1952 

188 

— 

676 

2,364 

1953 

148 

— 

571 

2,352 

1954 

135 

— 

446 

2,275 

1955 

156 

— 

463 

2,431 

1956 

188 

— 

875 

2,492 

1957 

192 

— 

1,138 

2,213 

1958 

133 

— 

1,223 

2,106 

1959 

129 

— 

1,244 

2,189 

1960 

112 

— 

1,559 

2,680 

1961 

157 

— 

2,091 

3,286 

1962 

137 

— 

2,099 

3,292 

Whooping  Cough 

1962  again  showed  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
whooping  cough  received,  319  as  compared  with  517  for  1961.  The  numbers 
for  both  these  years  are  the  lowest  recorded. 

Three  hundred  and  fourteen  of  the  cases  notified  were  children  under 
fifteen  years  of  age.  10-6  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  under  one  year  and 
56*4  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  week  ending  11th  August  had  the  highest  number  of  notifications  - 
19;  no  notifications  were  received  during  the  weeks  ending  27th  January, 
24th  February  and  16th  June. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952 

Health  control  of  251  aircraft  arriving  at  Birmingham  Airport, 
Elmdon,  during  1962,  from  outside  the  “excepted  area’'  was  carried  out 
uneventfully. 

International  Certificates  of  Vaccination 

During  1962,  under  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations,  1952, 
30,243,  International  certificates  of  Vaccination  against  Smallpox, 
Cholera,  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  were  checked,  stamped  and  counter- 
signed. 

In  recent  years  the  numbers  dealt  with  were  as  follows:  - 
1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

4,113  7,587  4,205  4,073  5,207  7,005  30,243 

The  substantial  increase  for  1962  as  compared  with  previous  years 
was  due  to  the  occurrence  of  smallpox  in  the  country  and  consequent 
regulations  imposed  by  other  countries. 
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Disease 

Anthrax 

Diphtheria  

Dysentery  

Encephalitis 

Acute  Infective  

Encephalitis 

Post  Infectious  

Erysipelas  

Food  Poisoning  

Malaria  

Measles  

Meningococcal 

Infection  

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  

Paratyphoid 

Fever  

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

Non-paralytic  

Pneumonia  

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  ...  

Scarlet  Fever  

Smallpox  

Typhoid  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  j 
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IMMUNISATION 


(SECTIONS  26  and  28  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS  and  TETANUS  IMMUxNISATION 

In  a circular  of  September,  1961  the  Minister  of  Health  gave  general 
approval  to  tetanus  immunisation  and  this  added  a further  complication 
to  the  administrative  arrangements  because  of  the  various  combinations 
of  antigens  which  came  into  general  use. 

There  were  1,621  sessions  held  by  the  Health  Department,  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen  being  at  infant  welfare  centres,  two  hundred  and 
eleven  at  day  nurseries,  forty-one  at  institutions,  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  at  schools  and  seventeen  at  the  Council  House. 

For  primary  immunisation  of  infants  the  triple  antigen  is  now 
normally  used.  It  contains  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
components  and  was  used  for  68  per  cent,  of  cases.  A further  16  per  cent, 
w^ere  protected  against  whooping  cough  simultaneously  with  their  primary 
diphtheria  immunisation.  Although  there  were  21,594  live  births  in  1961 
and  22,267  in  1962,  only  17,027  children  completed  their  primary 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  1962.  This  figure  is  not  .'•atisfactory  and 
illustrates  the  need  for  persuading  parents  that  protection  against 
diphtheria  is  still  a matter  of  considerable  importance.  In  this  respect  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  coloured  immigrants  readily  avail  themselves  of 
immunisation  for  their  children.  Perhaps  the  high  prevalence  of  disease 
with  its  correspondingly  high  infant  death  rate  in  their  countries  of  birth 
is  still  fresh  in  their  memories.  Once  again  in  two  of  the  primary  schools 
practically  100  per  cent,  of  the  children  had  received  protective  immunisa- 
tion through  the  headmistresses  being  very  successful  in  persuading 
parents  that  prospective  pupils  should  be  immunised  before  school  entry. 

General  practitioners  were  responsible  for  56  per  cent,  of  the  primary 
immunisations.  Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  fact  that  14  per  cent,  of 
children  were  not  immunised  until  of  school  age,  the  great  majority  of 
these  receiving  their  injections  at  school. 

The  degree  of  success  in  administering  a reinforcing  dose  at  or  about 
the  time  of  starting  school  was  even  less  than  that  attained  for  primary 
immunisation.  Only  9,933  children  received  the  necessary  protection. 
It  was  given  to  5,072  in  school  and  to  1,675  at  infant  welfare  centres. 
General  practitioners  gave  32  per  cent,  of  these  injections. 
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DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS.  TETANUS 
NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  COMPLETED  A PRIMARY  COURSE,  1962. 


Year  of  Birth 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959' 

1958 

1957  1956 

1955 

1954^ 

I9531 19521 

1951 

1950 

1 ! 

1 949 1 1948 

I947I  Total 

Adults 

Diph  - 

29 

21 

16 

25 

44 

72 

37 

20 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 285 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

50 

4 

43 

24 

121 

Infant 

Welfare 

Centres 

DlPH.- 

Pertus. 

32 

464 

128 

624 

Triple. 

1,824 

2,329 

98 

109 

76 

32 

5 

2 

2 

A, All 

Tet. 

Day 

Nurseries 

Diph. 

1 

6 

1 

2 

10 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

2 

32 

4 

4 

1 

43 

Triple. 

22 

20 

6 

3 

2 

2 

55 

Tet. 

Institutions 

Diph. 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

5 

1 

3 

37 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Triple. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Tet. 

Schools 

Diph. 

15 

65 

496 

612  1324 

156 

17 

9 

12 

14 

15 

3 

4 

1,742 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

2 

2 

Triple. 

Tet. 

Council 

House 

Diph. 

1 

1 

5 

28 

17 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

61 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

5 

1 

6 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

1 

1 

2 

Triple 

6 

6 

1 

1 

14 

Tet. 

General 

Practitioners 

Diph. 

10 

321 

24 

17 

8 

8 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

403 

2 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

3 

7 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Diph.- 

Pertus 

197 

1,458 

189 

49 

29 

21 

14 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1,968 

2 

Triple. 

2,303 

4,067 

308 

105 

62 

49 

36 

18 

9 

6 

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6,975 

Tet. 

4 

4 

10 

8 

12 

21 

15 

12 

9 

14 

12 

11 

11 

9 

13 

165 

154 

Total 

Diph. 

17 

358 

49 

55 

100 

554 

717 

380 

181 

26 

16 

17 

27 

27 

7 

7 

2,538 

2 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

3 

57 

5 

3 

4 

47 

30 

2 

1 

1 

153 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

231 

1,957 

323 

57 

30 

22 

14 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2,645 

Triple 

4,156 

6,424 

413 

219 

141 

83 

41 

20 

11 

6 

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

11,526 

2 

Tet. 

4 

4 

i 

12 

21 

15 

12 

9 

14 

12 

11 

11 

9 

13 

165 

154 

Grand  Total 

i 4,411 

8,800 

1800  '342 

287 

727 

817 

417 

205 

47 

34 

32 

41 

39 

21 

7 

17,027 

158 

Under 
1 year 
4,411 

1-4  years 

10,229 

5-14  years 

2,387 

57 


DIPHTHERIA,  PERTUSSIS.  TETANUS 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  RECEIVED  REINFORCING  INJECTIONS  IN  1962 


Year  of  Birth 

1961 

2196 

196( 

195f 

1958 

1957 

1956 

195f 

1 

»1954 

1 195J 

) 1952 

!1951 

195( 

) 194S 

► 1948 

H94: 

► Total 

AduUs 

Infant 

Welfare 

Centres 

Diph. 

522 

635 

73 

31 

23 

3 

3 

1 

1,291 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

203 

181 

384 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

Triple. 

Tet. 

. 

Day 

Nurseries 

Diph. 

10 

23 

3 

36 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

Triple. 

Tet. 

Institutions 

Diph. 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

15 

1 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

Triple. 

Tet. 

Schools 

Diph. 

341 

2,292 

1,486 

575 

319 

27 

5 

8 

5 

6 

5 

1 

5,070 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

2 

2 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

Triple. 

Tet. 

Council 

Houses 

Diph. 

22 

44 

26 

14 

6 

2 

1 

1 

116 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

3 

2 

5 

M: 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

Triple 

Tet. 

General 

Practitioners 

Diph. 

213 

1,005 

165 

28 

12 

4 

8 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1,447 

3 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

22 

50 

42 

10 

5 

1 

1 

131 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

87 

514 

105 

20 

7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

743 

1 

Triple. 

1 

113 

482 

66 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

1 

684 

1 

Tet. 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

9 

3 

Total 

Diph. 

1,110 

4,002 

1,755  ( 

648  ; 

360 

36 

17 

15 

13 

9 

8 

2 

7,975 

4 

Diph.- 

Tet. 

225 

236 

44 

10 

5 

1 

1 

522 

Diph.- 

Pertus. 

87 

514 

105 

20 

7 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

743 

1 1 

Triple. 

1 

113 

482 

66 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

684 

1 

Tet. 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

9 

3 1 

Grand  Total 

2 

1,536 

5,238 

1,972  ( 

686  ; 

377 

41 

22 

21 

16 

10 

9 

3 

9,933 

9 

0 - 4 years 

1,538 

5-14  years 

8,395 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

1962  1961 

Total  number  of  vaccinations  16,815  16,336 

Total  number  of  injections  38,795  37,323 


School  children  (13  years  old) 

This  scheme  among  school  children  was  continued  as  before. 

During  the  year  15,184  children  had  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  schools, 
as  compared  with  14,457  in  1961. 

The  decline  in  the  proportion  of  Mantoux  positive  children  has  been 


maintained: — 

1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

18-3%  15-1%  13-5%  13-0%  11-9%  9-4%  8-9%  7-9%  7-5% 

Details  of  the  programme  in  schools  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  parents  approached  19,801 

Number  of  acceptances  17,388 

Number  fully  Mantoux  tested  16,583 

Number  Mantoux  Positive  1,240 

Number  Mantoux  Doubtful  77 

Number  Mantoux  Negative  15,266 

Number  Vaccinated  with  B.C.G 15,184 


Eighty-two  children  who  gave  a negative  reaction  to  Mantoux  test 
were  not  vaccinated  for  various  reasons:  - swimming,  illness,  etc.  A number 
of  these  were  later  tested  and  vaccinated  at  alternative  clinics. 

A sample  of  children  from  each  school  was  given  a conversion  Mantoux 
test,  and  of  1,174  tested,  1,134  (96-6  per  cent.)  had  converted. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  thirteen  years  old  school  children  were 
found  to  have  been  previously  vaccinated  through  being  contacts  of 
tuberculous  patients  or  by  special  request.  All  were  Mantoux  tested  and 
only  fifteen  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  tests  read  were  negative.  Nine  of 
these  patients  were  revaccinated. 

School  children  aged  13  years  X-rayed  during  1962 

The  practice  was  continued  of  offering  X-ray  to  children  found  to  be 
Mantoux  positive.  There  were  1,450  such  appointments  made,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  of  these  children  being  strongly  Mantoux  positive. 
The  offer  was  not  accepted  by  the  parents  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
children.  Forty-nine  of  the  remainder  had  an  abnormal  x-ray  and  twenty- 
six  of  these  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

X-ray  was  also  offered  for  children  where  Mantoux  testing  had  been 
refused  or  was  inadvisable.  Only  1,371  of  this  group,  which  comprised 
2,413  children,  attended  for  x-ray  and  among  them  there  were  twenty- 
seven  abnormal  radiographs  necessitating  fifteen  referrals  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  for  further  investigation. 
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An  offer  of  X-ray  was  made  for  two  hundred  and  nineteen  children 
who,  for  various  reasons,  would  not  benefit  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Only 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  attended  for  X-ray  and  one  had  an  abnormal 
radiograph. 

Each  year  there  are  some  hundieds  of  children  whose  parents  give 
permission  for  Mantoux  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  but  who  are 
absent  from  school  and  do  not  attend  special  clinics  arranged  for  them 
centrally.  X-ray  appointments  for  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  of  these 
resulted  in  two  hundred  and  twelve  being  examined  and  one  abnormality 
found. 

Notifications  in  1962  of  tuberculosis  in  school  children  previously 


Mantoux  tested  or  B.C.G.  vaccinated 

Five  who  were  Mantoux  positive  in  1962 

One  who  was  Mantoux  positive  in  1961 

Two  who  were  Mantoux  positive  in  1958 

One  who  was  Mantoux  positive  in  1956 

Two  who  were  Mantoux  Positive  in  1955 

„ „ „ ..  1954 


Two  who  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  in  1956 

. „ „ 1955 

Three  year  follow-up  by  X-ray  of  Mantoux  positive  school  children 

It  has  been  noticed  that  children  found  at  the  age  of  13  years  to  be 
Mantoux  positive  without  B.C.G.  having  been  administered  are  more 
likely  to  develop  clinically  recognisable  tuberculosis  during  the  succeeding 
few  years  than  are  those  found  to  be  Mantoux  negative.  Therefore,  five 
hundred  and  twelve  children  who  were  found  to  be  Mantoux  positive 
between  mid  1958  and  mid  1959  were  offered  X-ra}^  Appointments  were 
kept  by  two  hundred  and  forty  two  among  whom  hve  were  found  with 
abnormalities  warranting  further  investigation. 

Colleges  of  Further  Education 

Visits  were  again  paid  only  to  the  University  and  to  Shawbury 
School,  due  to  the  poor  response  from  the  other  colleges  included  in  the 
B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme.  Students  attached  to  the  other  colleges  and 
who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Scheme  were  given  appointments 
to  attend  at  the  Central  Clinics  at  Congreve  Street. 

Number  of  visits  (University  and  Shawbury  School)  ...  4 

Number  of  Clinics  held  at  Congreve  Street  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  permission  cards  received  ...  ...  ...  275 

Students  fully  Mantoux  tested  ...  ...  ...  121 

,,  who  gave  negative  results  to  Mantoux  test  110 

,,  vaccinted  with  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  110 

,,  who  gave  positive  result  to  Mantoux  test  ...  10 

,,  ,,  ,,  doubtful  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  1 
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Contacts,  Hospital  and  Public  Health  Stalfs 

Two  visits  were  made  to  hospitals  in  connection  with  vaccination  of 
staff. 

Ninety-six  clinics  were  held  during  1962  at  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Number  of  skin  tested  1,638  - positive  143,  doubtful  12,  negative 
1,483.  Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  1,497 

Seventeen  Mantoux  negative  reactors  were  not  vaccinated  for  various 
reasons.  The  number  vaccinated  includes  thirty-one  direct  from  Maternity 
Hospital  without  Mantoux  test.  Fifteen  babies  were  vaccinated  at 
maternity  hospitals  by  a physician. 

Conversion  Mantoux  tests  completed  1,388  - converted  l,v331, 
negative  41  of  whom  10  were  re  vaccinated,  doubtful  16. 

Conversion  Mantoux  tests  are  carried  out  because  this  group  is  at 
greater  risk  than  the  average  population  and  it  is  important  in  most  cases 
to  check  that  vaccination  has  been  effective. 

Visitors 

During  the  year  there  were  sixty-seven  visitors  to  the  Section.  These 
included  six  doctors,  one  from  Nigeria,  one  from  Burma,  one  from  Turkey 
and  three  from  the  surrounding  districts  of  Birmingham,  one  nursing 
graduate  from  Nigeria  and  sixty  student  nurses  from  Birmingham 
Hospitals. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 
Oral  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  Campaign 

The  opportunity  afforded  by  the  introduction  and  availability  of 
Sabin  oral  vaccine  as  a painless  and  effective  protection  against  polio- 
myelitis was  taken  by  the  inauguration  of  an  extensive  campaign  for  mass 
vaccination.  This  commenced  in  April,  1962.  It  was  preceded  by  publicity 
on  a fairly  wide  scale  and  included  circular  letters  to  the  general  prac- 
titioners and  consultants  in  the  City  giving  full  details  of  the  facilities 
offered,  distribution  of  leaflets  to  every  school  and  welfare  centre,  publicity 
through  the  radio  and  television  services,  letters  to  chiefs  of  Corporation 
departments  as  well  as  posters  in  all  Corporation  ’buses  and  small  posters 
in  the  windows  of  Corporation  employees’  cars.  Finally  a press  conference 
was  held  five  days  before  the  clinics  were  open  for  the  distribution  of  the 
oral  vaccine.  On  the  day  the  campaign  began  broadcasts  were  given  and 
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television  recordings  made  of  the  distribution  of  the  vaccine  to  the  fifty- 
three  welfare  centres  at  which  persons  of  all  ages  were  to  attend.  The 
response  of  the  public  was  disappointing.  The  means  of  publicity  were 
therefore  improved  upon  and  the  following  additional  measures  taken:  - 

Distribution  of  over  40,000  leaflets  to  churches,  chapels,  youth 
organisations  and  licensed  houses  throughout  the  City. 

Broadcasts  at  major  sporting  events. 

Use  of  loudspeaker  hailers  throughout  the  City. 

The  response  was  even  smaller  than  before  despite  these  additional 
measures  and  despite  the  fact  that  during  the  whole  period  of  the  campaign 
the  newspapers  had  given  the  utmost  support. 

The  final  reports  showed  that  a disappointingly  low  number  attended 
and  received  oral  vaccine.  This  is  demonstrated  on  the  map  showing  tht. 
comparative  response  at  the  different  welfare  centres  throughout  the  City. 

Oral  vaccine  as  well  as  being  available  at  clinics  could  also  be  obtained 
at  popular  events  in  the  City  such  as  the  Tulip  Festival  at  Cannon  Hill 
Park,  the  Horse  Show  at  Kings  Heath,  the  Water  Carnival  at  Edgbaston 
Reservoir  and  the  Birmingham  Show  in  Handsworth  Park. 

When  issuing  the  oral  vaccine  the  Ministry  of  Health  gave  rather 
complicated  advice  as  to  the  elegibility  of  persons  for  it.  Our  records  of  the 
administration  of  inactivated  vaccine  indicated  that  Birmingham  citizens 
were  eligible  for  a total  of  over  one  million  doses  of  the  live  vaccine.  As  a 
result  of  this  campaign  155,558  doses  of  oral  vaccine  were  given  and  many 
gained  some  measure  of  protection  or  had  their  existing  immunity  re- 
inforced. Although  the  numbers  were  disappointingly  low  a substantial 
group  in  the  community  have  in  fact  obtained  resistance  against  polio- 
myelitis from  the  oral  and  salk  vaccine  which  most  probably  has  led  to 
the  low  incidence  in  the  City  of  poliomyelitis  during  1962. 

A total  of  1 ,677  sessions  for  poliomyelitis  immunisation  were  held  by 
the  Health  Department,  six  hundred  and  fifty  at  welfare  centres  for 
children  under  5 years,  five  hundred  and  thirty  at  welfare  centres  in 
evenings  and  Saturday  mornings  for  persons  of  all  ages,  twenty-one  at 
schools,  one  hundred  and  one  at  factories  and  offices,  thirty-nine  at 
residential  homes  and  nurseries,  one  hundred  and  ninety  at  day  nurseries, 
twelve  at  the  Health  Centre,  twenty-five  at  parks  and  shows  in  connection 
with  the  campaign  and  one  hundred  and  nine  at  the  Public  Health 
Department  on  Saturdays,  in  holidays  and  at  lunch  time. 
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COMPARATIVE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  ATTENDANCES  ASSUMING  ESTIMATED 
POPULATION  HAS  HAD  NO  PREVIOUS  PROTECTION 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  INACTIVATED  VACCINE 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


As  was  to  be  expected,  there  was  a considerable  need  and  demand  for 
vaccination  during  1962,  there  being  88,724  primary  vaccinations  and  a 
further  103,536  revaccinations  carried  out.  Of  these  9,806  were  performed 
by  medical  officers  of  the  Department  and  the  rest  by  general  practitioners. 
The  total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  of  children  under  one  year  was 
11,157,  representing  50  per  cent,  of  the  year’s  live  births  as  compared  with 
41  per  cent,  for  1961. 

The  Health  Department  left  it  entirely  to  general  practitioners  to 
respond  to  the  public  clamour  for  vaccination  and  itself  concentrated  upon 
those  at  some  risk  as  contacts  or  possible  contacts  of  infection,  including 
selected  Corporation  employees  and  staffs  of  laundries,  the  Airport  and 
labour  exchanges.  The  fact  that  many  staff  members  were  already 
protected  through  routine  annual  arrangements  was  most  valuable. 

Seven  cases  of  generalised  vaccinia  were  recorded  during  the  year,  one 
being  a child  under  one  year.  There  was  also  one  case  of  post  vaccinal 
encephalomyelitis  in  a child  under  one  year. 


Age  at  date  of 

Under 

2—4 

5—14 

15  years 

vaccination 

1 year 

1 year 

years 

years 

and  over 

T otals 

Number  vaccinated 

11,157 

3,354 

8,606 

30,676 

34,931 

88,724 

Number  re-vaccinated 

2 

1 

119 

2,137 

1 

22,187 

1 

79,091 

103,536 

YELLOW  FEVER  VACCINATION 

Yellow  Fever  Vaccination  again  ran  smoothly  in  1962.  The  members 
of  the  public  were  most  co-operative  in  attending  at  the  normal  clinic 
sessions  - every  Wednesday  afternoon,  from  2.00  to  4.00  p.m.  A previous 
appointment  for  these  clinics  is  not  essential  and  an  International 
Certificate  of  Vaccination  is  issued  at  the  time  of  vaccination,  when  a 
charge  of  £1  Is.  Od.  is  made  for  this  service. 


Under 

9 months 
of  age 

9 months  - 
5 years 

5 - 

21  years 

21  - 
70  years 

Over 

70  years 

Total 

Vaccinated 

2 

145 

297 

1,314 

18 

1,776 

Persons  attending  clinics  with  Birmingham  addresses  . . . . 399 

Persons  attending  clinics  from  other  parts  of  the  country  . . . . 1,377 
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LABORATORY  SERVICES 

(a)  ANALYTICAL  LABORATORY 

Samples  examined  during  the  year  totalled  10,176  and  were  made  up 
as  follows: — 

Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ...  5,731 

Special  drug  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Miscellaneous  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,970 

10,176 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  During  the  year,  out  of  a total  of  5,112 
samples  of  food,  272  or  5*3  per  cent,  received  adverse  reports,  but  of  these 
225  were  of  sub-standard  though  genuine  milk.  Deliberate  adulteration, 
except  for  the  occasional  milk  sample,  continued  to  be  very  rare.  It  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  most  food  additives,  which  have  become  an 
essential  if  controversial  part  of  modern  food  processing,  are  now  rigidly 
controlled  by  law.  Thus  regulations,  some  of  which  were  brought  out  in 
1962,  now  prescribe  lists  of  permitted  food  preservatives,  colours,  anti- 
oxidants, emulsifying  and  stabilizing  agents.  At  least,  therefore,  we  know 
what  is  going  into  our  food  and  know  that  it  is  harmless.  Adulteration  of 
drugs  is  likewise  rare  and  the  chief  faults  found  (15  in  number  or  2*4  per 
cent,  of  a total  of  619  samples  taken)  were  generally  due  to  unsuspected 
deterioration  from  overlong  storage  or  poor  formulation  and  packing. 

Milk.  As  usual,  among  the  foods,  milk  samples  accounted  for  about 
half  the  number  examined,  and  out  of  a total  of  2,867  samples,  2,624  came 
from  farmers’  churns,  239  were  of  bottled  milk  and  4 were  “appeal  to  cow” 
samples  taken  at  farms  for  comparative  purposes.  The  average  composition 
of  all  the  samples  was  solids-not-fat  8-67  per  cent,  and  fat  3-71  per  cent., 
making  a total  solids  content  of  12*38  per  cent.,  which  represents  reasonably 
good  milk  and  compares  with  the  alm.ost  identical  figure  of  12*37  per  cent, 
last  year.  Minimum  limits  of  quality  are  laid  down  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations  and,  below  these  specified  limits  of  8*5  per  cent,  solids-not-fat 
and  3*0  per  cent,  fat,  milk  is  presumed  to  have  been  watered  or  skimmed 
as  the  case  may  be.  However,  as  with  all  natural  products,  considerable 
natural  variation  in  composition  occurs  and  not  infrequently  milk  “straight 
from  the  cow”  falls  below  these  specified  limits  of  quality.  Legally,  such 
milk  cannot  be  other  than  genuine,  and  the  differentiation  of  this  type  of 
milk  from  that  adulterated  with  water  is  an  important  part  of  milk  testing 
and  is  resolved  analytically  by  the  freezing  point  test.  During  the  year,  27 
specimens  or  0*9  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  adulterated  with  water  and  225 
samples  or  7*8  per  cent,  were  shown  to  be  naturally  dehcient  in  quality. 

Notes  on  Incorrect  Milk  Samples.  Four  farmers  were  responsible 
for  the  watered  milk  samples  during  the  year.  In  the  two  more  serious  cases, 
the  Health  Committee  decided  to  prosecute  and  Court  action  resulted  in 
pleas  of  “Guilty”  in  both  instances  and  fines  of  £17-15s.-0d.  and  £10. 
Strong  cautions  were  issued  in  the  other  two  cases. 
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In  last  year’s  report  it  was  mentioned  that  milk  has  probably  been  the 
only  food  commodity  not  sold  commercially  on  a strict  quality  basis  but 
that  in  December,  1961,  after  many  years  of  investigation,  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board  had  announced  the  introduction  of  a quality  payment 
scheme.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  this  fact  was  at  least  partly  res- 
ponsible for  an  appreciable  decrease  in  the  number  of  samples  of  milk 
genuine  but  of  sub-standard  quality  received  during  the  year.  Thus,  in 
1961,  292  samples  or  9-8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  fell  into  this  category  as 
compared  with  225  or  7*8  per  cent,  in  1962.  The  distribution  of  these  latter 
samples  were  as  follows: — 


1962 

1961 

Samples  “naturally”  deficient  in  S.N.F.*  only 

97 

120 

Samples  “naturally”  deficient  in  fat  only 

115 

152 

Samples  “naturally”  deficient  in  both  S.N.F.*  and  fat 

13 

20 

225 

292 

*Solids-not-fat. 


Farmers  supplying  such  milk  were  notified  and  usually  advised  to  seek  the 
help  of  their  local  Agricultural  Advisory  Officers. 

Other  Foods  Incorrect.  During  the  year  only  20  out  of  a total  of 
2,245  samples  of  foods  other  than  milk  received  adverse  reports,  and  half 
of  this  number  could  be  classed  as  labelling  offences  of  varying  seriousness. 
Among  the  more  interesting  samples  was  one  of  a cake  mixture,  the  front 
panel  of  the  packet  of  which  was  profusely  illustrated  in  colour  with 
pictures  of  a fruit  cake,  a jam  pudding  and  jam  tarts,  but  the  fact  that  the 
mixture  was  incomplete  and  needed  egg,  fat,  milk,  jam  and  fruit  to  make 
these  products  was  stated  inconspicuously  at  the  bottom  of  the  panel 
instead  of  being  prominently  displayed  to  the  prospective  buyer.  The 
packers  informed  us  that  they  had  ceased  to  make  this  particular  mixture 
and  apologised  for  the  shortcomings  of  the  label  in  question.  In  addition 
to  the  labelling  fault,  the  product  listed  among  its  ingredients  an  emulsifier 
of  suspect  toxicity  and  notification  of  this  fact  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  It  is  relevant  to  note  that  new  Emulsi- 
fiers and  Stabilisers  in  Food  Regulations  brought  out  later  in  the  year,  did 
not  list  the  emulsifier  in  question. 

A sample  of  corn  (i.e.  maize)  oil  was  found  to  consist  of  pure  ground- 
nut (i.e.  arachis)  oil.  The  suppliers  expressed  their  regret  at  the  unfortunate 
occurrence  and  immediately  replaced  stocks  with  the  correct  material. 
They  pointed  out  that  the  error  must  have  been  one  of  labelling  and  was 
not  deliberate  substitution,  as  arachis  oil  actually  costs  a little  more  than 
com  oil. 

A specimen  of  a type  of  sugar  intended  for  use  by  slimmers  contra- 
vened the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953,  in  that  the  “appropriate 
designation”  of  one  of  the  two  constituents,  namely,  soluble  saccharin,  was 
not  given  this  description  but  was  quoted  as  “sodium  benzosulphimide,” 
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which  is  a chemical  name  conveying  little  to  the  average  purchaser.  In 
reply  to  a letter  pointing  out  this  fact,  the  manufacturer  stated  that  the 
fault  had  already  been  brought  to  their  notice  and  a revised  description 
“sodium  benzosulphimide  (sodium  saccharin)”  had  been  adopted  on  their 
new  cartons.  They  were  informed  that,  in  our  opinion,  this  new  description 
was  also  open  to  some  criticism  and  that  “soluble  saccharin  (sodium 
benzosulphimide)”  would  be  preferable. 

A bottle  of  yoghourt  made  from  goats’  milk  was  described  as  “a  super 
food  giving  more  for  your  money  than  any  food  on  earth.”  Unfortunately, 
analysis  of  this  bargain  did  not  support  this  claim,  as  only  7-6  per  cent, 
solids-not-fat  was  present  whereas  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  a minimum  of 
8-3  per  cent.  However,  there  are  no  official  standards  for  cows’  or  goats’ 
milk  yoghourt  and  indeed  commercial  varieties  vary  widely  in  composition. 
A new  definition  of  the  word  “yoghourt”  or  stricter  labelling  requirements 
seem  to  be  called  for.  Further  samples  of  this  particular  yoghourt  were 
unobtainable. 

The  control  of  the  water  content  of  butter  (a  16  per  cent,  maximum 
is  permitted  by  law)  has  become  very  precise  and  figures  of  15  to  15-9  per 
cent,  are  now  usual  instead  of  the  13  to  16  per  cent,  of  a few  years  ago. 
Two  samples  of  butter  tested  during  the  year  revealed  a too  close  working 
to  the  maximum,  as  16*2  per  cent,  water  was  found  in  both  specimens. 

A sample  of  pork  sausage  contained  only  21  per  cent,  lean  meat  and  an 
excessive  amount,  namely  38  per  cent.,  of  fat.  No  legal  standard  exists  for 
the  meat  content  of  sausage,  but  for  pork  sausage  a reasonable  figure  is  a 
minimum  of  65  per  cent,  meat  of  which  not  less  than  half  (i.e.  32 J per  cent.) 
is  lean  meat. 

The  inner  tin  lining  of  a can  of  beet  juice  was  found  to  be  almost  entirely 
stripped  away.  The  juice  itself,  which  was  discoloured  and  turbid  and  quite 
inedible,  contained  six  hundred  and  sixty  parts  per  milhon  of  tin  whereas 
the  amount  present  should  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  parts  per 
million.  This  case  was  referred  to  the  Food  Inspection  Department,  as  also 
was  a sample  of  prepacked  puff  pastry  containing  mould. 

A bottle  of  malt  vinegar  was  of  correct  acetic  acid  strength,  i.e. 
greater  than  4 per  cent.,  but  so  deficient  in  specific  malt  vinegar  character- 
istics as  to  suggest  admixture  with  dilute  acetic  acid  (“artificial”  vinegar). 
Investigations  revealed  that  the  specimen  was  produced  by  a new  rapid 
acetification  process,  which  was  more  efficient  and  gave  a product  which 
could  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  genuine  but  was  nevertheless  lacking 
in  true  maJ^  vinegar  flavour. 

Incorrect  Drugs.  A cough  syrup  was  labelled  as  containing  0-21 
per  cent.  Vitamin  C whereas  0-77  per  cent,  was  actually  present,  indicating 
an  excess  of  about  300  per  cent.  There  is  no  disadvantage  to  the  consumer 
in  having  this  excess — rather  the  contrary — but  it  was  felt  that  the  cause 
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of  it,  which  could  have  been  pure  carelessness,  had  to  be  investigated.  The 
manufacturers  stated  that  a complex  mixture  of  chemicals  was  present  in 
the  syrup  and  it  had  been  found  that  Vitamin  C tended  to  decompose  more 
rapidly  than  usual  in  this  mixture;  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  declaration 
of  0-21  per  cent.  Vitamin  C was  complied  with  at  the  time  of  sale,  no  less 
than  a 300  per  cent,  overage  had  to  be  added.  In  the  circumstances,  one 
could  sympathise  with  the  manufacturers’  dilemma. 

Tests  of  some  Vitamin  A capsules,  stated  to  contain  4,500  units  of 
Vitamin  A per  capsule,  revealed  that  none  was  present.  All  stock  of  the 
capsules,  which  must  have  been  about  ten  years  old,  was  destroyed. 
Another  “victim”  of  overlong  storage  was  a specimen  of  sal  volatile,  which 
should  have  contained  a minimum  of  1T2  per  cent,  ammonia  and  2*76 
per  cent,  ammonium  carbonate,  but  which  actually  contained  no  ammonia 
and  only  0-46  per  cent,  carbonate.  A remaining  bottle  found  in  stock  by 
the  pharmacist  concerned  was  destroyed.  Two  samples  of  borax  received 
adverse  reports,  one  containing  6-5  parts  per  milhon  and  the  other  thirty 
parts  per  milhon  of  arsenic  (the  B.P.  maximum  is  four  p.p.m.).  The  latter 
sample  was  not  sold  by  a pharmacisi  and  was  probably  commercial  borax 
which  should  have  been  so  labelled. 

Two  samples  of  throat  lozenges  both  claimed  on  their  labels  a content 
of  five  mg.  of  benzocaine  per  lozenge  whereas  4T  mg.  and  4-2  mg.  only 
were  found  to  be  present.  The  tendency  of  benzocaine  to  deteriorate  on 
storage  seemed  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  deficiencies. 

In  all  cases  of  incorrect  food  and  drugs,  suitable  action  was  taken  to 
remedy  the  faults  and,  where  necessary,  to  recall  stocks  of  faulty  material. 

Local  Drug  Testing  Scheme.  The  single  aim  of  this  scheme,  which  is 
unique  in  the  country,  is  to  supplement  normal  restricted  sampling  of 
drugs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  so  ensure  a first-class  supply  of 
drugs  for  the  City  in  both  hospitals  and  shops.  The  four  hundred  and 
seventy  five  samples  examined  during  the  year  were  obtained  from  the 
following  sources: — 

Retail  Pharmacies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

The  pattern  of  the  scheme  continues  to  alter  from  year  to  year,  the 
emphasis  for  1962  being  markedly  on  investigational  work  with  the 
routine  examination  of  standard  drugs  taking  an  increasingly  smaller 
allocation  of  time.  The  simple  reason  for  this  is  that  out  of  the  approx- 
imately one  hundred  samples  of  standard  drugs  tested,  not  one  gave  cause 
for  complaint  - a remarkable  improvement  on  five  years  ago.  Among  the 
more  complex  drugs  examined,  the  early  discovery  of  sub-standard 
penicillin  V-K  tablets  from  a new  manufacturer  resulted  in  the  quick 
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recall  of  all  faulty  material  before  distribution  throughout  the  City  became 
general. 

Miscellaneous  Samples.  These  totalled  3,970  and  were  made  up 
as  follows: — 


Public  Health  Department 


Pasteurised  and  sterilised  milks 

1,873 

Ice  cream  and  ice  lollies 

317 

Atmospheric  pollution  ... 

192 

Waters 

682 

Miscellaneous 

48 

3,112 

Water  Department  (mainly  water  samples)  ...  ...  335 

Other  Corporation  departments  and  committees  ...  301 

Miscellaneous  from  private  individuals  and  institutions  222 


3,970 


Milk  (Heat  Treatment  Tests).  Pasteurised  milk  examined  for 
adequacy  of  heat-treatment  accounted  for  1,637  specimens  (1,324  from 
Birmingham  Public  Health  Dept.,  and  three  hundred  and  thirteen  from 
neighbouring  authorities).  Two  samples  from  Birmingham  and  one  from 
a neighbouring  authority  showed  evidence  of  insufficient  heating. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  samples  of  sterilised  milk  examined  were 
made  up  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  from  Birmingham  and  one  hundred 
and  six  from  other  authorities.  Two  samples  from  the  latter  sources  failed 
to  pass  the  official  test. 

Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies.  Two  himdred  and  sixty-four  samples 
of  ice  cream  (the  ordinary  product)  and  twenty-three  of  the  dairy  variety 
were  found  to  be  compositionaUy  correct,  but  in  the  former  variety  five 
labelHng  faults  were  noted  on  the  accompanying  cartons.  The  official 
requirements  for  the  labelling  of  ordinary  ice  cream  (to  distinguish  it  from 
the  dairy  product)  are  especially  strict. 

AU  thirty  samples  of  ice  lollie  examined  for  “pick  up”  of  traces  of 
toxic  metals  from  the  moulds  used  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Atmospheric  Pollution.  On  each  of  eight  selected  sites  in  central 
and  suburban  areas  of  Birmingham,  devices  are  located  to  measure  the 
two  main  types  of  pollution: — sohd  sooty  matter,  derived  to  no  small 
extent  from  domestic  coal  fires;  and  gaseous  sulphur  dioxide,  a product 
of  the  natural  sulphur  of  coal,  coke  and  oil.  Results  are  passed  to  the  Chief 
Smoke  Inspector  for  assessment. 
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Waters.  A total  of  1,014  waters,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  of 
which  were  taken  for  radioactivity  tests,  from  the  Public  Health  and 
Water  Departments  had  four  main  sources  of  origin: — 

(a)  The  Elan  Valley  supply  to  Birmingham,  constituting  the  City’s 
main  source  of  water. 

(b)  Longbridge  and  Short  Heath  wells,  which  are  occasionally  used 
to  supplement  the  Elan  Valley  supply  and  constitute  a useful 
but  hard  water  reserve  supply  in  marked  contrast  to  the  normal 
soft  Elan  Valley  water  from  the  Welsh  Hills. 

(c)  The  Whitacre  system,  providing  water  for  local  Midland  towns. 
Water  from  the  Rivers  Bourne  and  Blythe  is  stored  in  reservoirs 
and  receives  treatment  with  alum,  filtration  and  chlorination  at 
Whitacre. 

(The  regular  sampling  of  certain  local  effluents  and  streams  in  the 
Whitacre  catchment  area  has  continued  and,  over  the  past  year, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-three  samples  have  been  taken  to 
ascertain  their  fitness  for  discharge  into  streams  which  even- 
tually find  their  way  into  the  Rivers  Bourne  and  Blythe). 

(d)  Miscellaneous  waters.  These  included  monthly  specimens  taken 
from  the  River  Severn,  which  it  is  hoped  will  provide  a future 
additional  supply  for  Birmingham  in  a few  years’  time.  Private 
City  well  waters  and  flooded  basement  waters  made  up  the  bulk 
of  the  remainder  of  these  samples. 

Other  Corporation  Departments.  During  the  year,  nearly  all 
departments  of  the  Corporation  submitted  a wide  range  of  miscellaneous 
samples  for  analysis.  For  the  Central  Purchasing  Department,  contract 
samples  of  soap  predominated  as  usual.  In  all,  eighty-five  samples  of  soap 
products,  six  of  soft  drinks,  six  of  lard,  two  of  lavatory  cleanser  and  one 
of  skimmed  milk  powder  were  examined. 

Thirty-six  assorted  articles  of  food  were  received  from  the  Veterinary 
and  Food  Inspection  Department,  usually  with  requests  for  identification 
of  foreign  matter.  Two  of  the  more  interesting  specimens  were  a 3 lb.  bag  of 
flour,  in  which  no  less  than  38  pellets  of  rodent  excreta  were  found,  and  a 
bunch  of  yellowish-green  looking  grapes  with  an  unusually  clean  appear- 
ance and  a peculiar  raisin-hke  flavour  which  was  found  to  be  due  to  treat- 
ment with  a solution  of  sulphur  dioxide  preservative. 

Twenty-seven  specimens  of  paint  were  examined  for  the  Housing 
Management  Department,  and  eight  of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  were 
tested  for  the  Salvage  Department  and  certificates  of  composition  supplied 
for  statutory  purposes.  For  the  Smallholdings  Committee,  twenty  samples 
of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  were  analysed  under  the  official  Act  for 
compliance  with  declared  compositions.  Interest  in  these  specimens 
centred  mainly  on  one  Birmingham  manufacturer’s  products  which,  on 
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analysis,  persistently  showed  excesses  of  stated  ingredients.  This  rare 
complaint  was  found  to  be  due  to  an  over-anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturer  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Act  in  all  circumstances. 
There  is  a considerable  and  understandable  feeling  in  the  fertiliser  trade 
that  the  permitted  limits  of  variation  for  excesses  of  ingredients  should  be 
increased. 

Private  Individuals  and  Institutions.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  samples  were  received  from  these  sources:  they  consisted,  as  usual,  of 
a most  diverse  range  of  foods,  drugs  and  miscellaneous  objects,  chiefly 
submitted  on  account  of  poor  quality  or  for  the  identification  of  foreign 
bodies.  Nearly  one  hundred  specimens  fell  into  the  latter  category  and 
indicate  the  greater  public  interest  in  this  subject.  Among  the  more 
intriguing  items  of  foreign  matter  found  were  a tropical  spider’s  egg  in  a 
bunch  of  bananas;  “brush  bristles’’  in  a can  of  rhubarb,  which  in  fact  were 
hardened  rhubarb  fibres;  and  a portion  of  a hare’s  intestine  in  a tin  of 
jugged  hare.  A packet  of  cat  food  examined  was  so  heavily  infested  with 
the  larder  beetle  that  the  infestation  spread  to  a small  section  of  the 
laboratory,  and  vigorous  measures  had  to  be  adopted  a month  later  to 
eradicate  the  pest. 

Check  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  of  pork  sausages  were  regularly 
tested  for  local  hospitals,  and  in  one  of  the  latter  cases  a considerable 
deficiency  of  lean  meat  was  detected. 

New  Legislation.  The  year  has  been  a busy  one  for  food  legislators, 
and  undoubtedly  the  most  important  change  has  been  the  introduction  of 
the  Preservatives  in  Food  Regulations,  1962.  The  first  preservative 
regulations  made  in  1925,  were  based  on  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  and 
benzoic  acid  in  certain  specified  foods  and,  apart  from  minor  changes, 
have  remained  unaltered  until  1962.  Both  the  number  of  permitted  pre- 
servatives and  the  range  of  foodstuffs  to  which  they  may  be  added  have 
now  been  increased.  Thus,  for  the  first  time,  propionic  acid  may  be  used  in 
bread,  sorbic  acid  in  cakes  and  esters  of  hydroxybenzoic  acid  in  sauces. 
Associated  regulations,  namely  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Preservatives) 
Regulations,  1962,  brought  out  at  the  same  time  as  the  aforementioned 
regulations,  prohibit  the  addition  of  any  preservative  to  milk,  which  is  in 
a separate  category  from  other  foods. 

The  Emulsifiers  and  Stabilisers  in  Food  Regulations,  1962,  break 
fresh  ground  and,  for  the  first  time,  officially  specify  those  chemicals  which 
may  be  used  as  emulsifiers  and  stabilisers  in  food.  Although  a very  useful 
guide  to  manufacturers  and  a protection  to  the  public,  the  analyst’s  task 
of  detecting  small  amounts  of  such  complex  chemicals  as  “the  sorbitan 
esters  of  fatty  acids  and  their  polyoxethylene  derivatives’’  in  food  is  most 
unenviable.  As  with  preservatives,  an  associated  statutory  instrument  to 
the  main  Regulations,  namely  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Emulsifiers  and 
Stabilisers)  Regulations,  1962,  ensures  that  no  emulsifier  or  stabiliser  is 
added  to  milk. 
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The  Food  Standard  (Table  Jellies)  Order,  1949,  was  brought  out  at  a 
time  of  shortage  of  both  sugar  and  gelatin.  Now  that  supplies  of  these 
ingredients  are  freely  available,  the  Order  has  been  amended  (July,  1962) 
and  will  finally  be  revoked  in  July,  1963. 

During  the  year,  the  Food  Standards  Committee  set  up  to  advise  the 
Minister  of  Health  and  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
issued  four  excellent  reports  dealing  with  lead  and  arsenic  in  yeast  and 
yeast  products,  mineral  oil  in  food,  dried  milk  and  canned  meat.  Probably 
the  last  report  was  the  most  important  and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  much  needed  official  standards  for  canned  meat  products  such  as 
stewed  steak  in  gravy  and  casserole  steak  will  shortly  be  promulgated. 


(b)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 

Dr.  B.  R.  Sandiford,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information: — 

SPECIMENS  EXAMINED  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM  IN  1962 


Type  of  Specimen 

Totals 

Throat  swabs  ... 

241 

Swabs,  various 

183 

Sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli 

85 

Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms 

1,580 

Bloods  for  agglutinin  ... 

15 

Bloods  for  leptospirosis 

19 

Bloods  for  serological  virus  tests 

31 

Urines  for  pathogenic  organisms 

108 

Milks  for  hygienic  assay 

1,775 

Milks  for  tubercle  bacilli 

41 

Ice  creams  for  hygienic  assay 

988 

Synthetic  creams  for  hygienic  assay 

316 

Creams  for  hygienic  assay 

405 

Waters  for  hygienic  assay 

1,587 

Foodstuffs  for  pathogenic  organisms 

218 

Watercress  for  hygienic  assay 

7 

Shellfish  for  hygienic  assay  ... 

63 

Milk  churns  and  containers  for  hygienic 

assay 

95 

Specimens  for  virus  culture  ... 

72 

Miscellaneous  specimens 

50 

7,879 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  EXAMINATIONS  EOR  BIRMINGHAM  IN  1962 


Specimens 

Examinations 

Blood 

...  31,953 

for  Wassermann  test  . . 

31,859 

for  gonococcal  fixation  test  ... 

749 

for  Kahn  test 

20,267 

for  Laughlen  test 

9,511 

for  Reiter  protein  complement 
fixation  test 

262 

Cerebrospinal  fluid  ... 

765 

for  Wassermann  test  ... 

765 

for  cell  count  ... 

257 

Films  of  discharges  ... 

...  11,473 

for  gonorrhoea  ... 

11,473 

Cultures 

...  11,156 

for  gonorrhoea  ... 

11,156 

for  sensitivity  to  antibiotics  . . . 

109 

Urine  ... 

3 

for  microscopical  test 

3 

for  culture 

3 

Total 

...  55,350 

Total 

86,414 

Blood  specimens  from  Birmingham  antenatal  clinics  and  maternity  hospitals, 
for  Wassermann  test: — 


Antenatal  Clinics 

Maternity  hospitals  (including  St. 
Chad’s  Hospital  for  the  first  time) 


No.  of  “ Diagnostic  ” 
Specimens  Reactors 

4,280  13 


8,121  38 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications 

The  decline  in  notifications  continued  in  1962,  the  total  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  persons  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  being  the  lowest  yet  recorded  - fifty-two  less  than  in  1961, 
and  thirty-six  less  than  the  previous  low  record  in  1959.  The  notification 
rate  at  0-68  per  1,000  was  also  the  lowest  recorded.  Wdiilst  it  is  satis- 
factory to  note  this  decline  in  notifications,  it  is  not  proceeding  as  rapidly 
as  did  the  fall  in  the  death  rate  in  the  early  1950’s,  the  average  annual 
decline  since  1953  being  less  than  5 per  cent,  compared  with  about  10  per 
cent  for  deaths. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

There  were  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  notifications  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  during  the  year,  less  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  decline 
was  greater  for  females,  from  two  hundred  and  twenty  two  in  1961  to 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five,  than  for  males,  from  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  to  four  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Taking  children  of  both  sexes  together,  the  number  of  notifications 
increased  slightly  from  one  hundred  and  three  in  1961  to  one  hundred  and 
fifteen,  but  remained  substantially  below  the  mean  figure  for  1953-55. 
Among  children  the  majority  of  notifications  arise  from  the  operation  of 
the  scheme  for  examining  contacts,  and  the  occurrence  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  in  a few  large  families  can  easily  increase  the  numbers 
notified. 

The  number  of  notifications  in  persons  aged  15-19  years  was  even 
lower  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  low  figure  in  this  age  group  is 
due  in  large  part  to  the  extensive  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  amongst 
13  year  old  school  children  since  1954.  It  is  probable  that  this  influence  is 
now  also  being  shown  by  further  declines  in  the  number  of  notifications 
amongst  those  aged  20-24  years.  Amongst  males  over  24  years  there  is 
little  evidence  of  any  real  decline  - for  ages  25  to  about  50  years  this  is 
due  mainly  to  the  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  immigrants  (see 
below),  while  in  the  older  age  groups  it  is  due  mainly  to  breakdown  of 
long-standing  tuberculosis  amongst  long  term  residents  of  this  country. 
Amongst  females  over  24  years  also  there  is  comparatively  little  decline 
in  notifications,  but  the  figures  are  much  lower  than  for  males. 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

There  was  a substantial  reduction  in  notifications  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  from  one  hundred  and  four  in  1961  to  eighty-six  in  1962.  The 
decline  occurred  entirely  amongst  women,  and  mainly  in  the  age-group 
from  20-54  years:  it  was  noted  in  the  1961  report  that  notifications  in 
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1962  NOTIFICATIONS  ANALYSED  BY  SEX  , AGE  AND  PLACE  OF  bIPTH  . 
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these  age-groups  of  women  were  more  numerous  than  usual  in  that  year, 
for  no  apparent  reason.  With  regard  to  the  localisation  of  disease,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  the  decline  in  the  more  serious  disseminated  forms  and 
meningitis,  from  eight  to  two,  and  also  in  disease  of  bones  and  joints, 
reduced  from  twenty-three  to  twelve.  There  was  no  real  change  in  ab- 
dominal forms  of  the  disease,  nor  amongst  other  forms;  the  total  here  is 
again  swelled  with  a high  proportion  of  immigrants  with  glandular 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  in  Immigrants 

Table  8 shows  the  place  of  birth  of  persons  notified  during  1962.  The 
outstanding  feature  is  again  the  large  and  increasing  number  of  notifications 
for  persons  born  in  Pakistan  - one  hundred  and  nine  in  1962,  instead  of 
about  ninety  in  each  year  1960  and  1961,  and  about  sixty  in  each  of  the 
years  1958  and  1959,  and  much  low^er  figures  in  earlier  years.  The  number 
of  notifications  of  persons  from  India  is  much  smaller,  twenty-six,  and 
does  not  show  the  same  steady  increase.  All  but  one  of  the  Pakistanis 
notified  in  1962  were  men,  and  the  great  majority  were  aged  20-50  years. 

Two  satisfactory  features  may  be  noted  in  Table  8;  the  first  is  the 
steady  downward  trend  of  notifications  of  persons  born  in  this  country, 
from  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  in  1956  to  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  in 
1962,  and  there  is  a similar  fall  amongst  those  born  in  Ireland.  The  second 
satisfactory  feature  in  Table  8 is  the  small  number  of  notifications  of 
persons  bom  in  the  West  Indies  despite  the  relatively  large  numbers  of 
West  Indians  now  living  in  the  City.  Not  only  is  their  number  of  notifi- 
cations small,  but  it  is  showing  no  consistent  tendency  to  increase. 

Summary 

The  diagram  summarises  the  number  of  notifications  for  four  age- 
groups  of  each  sex,  with  sub-divisions  of  each  age  and  sex  group  into  four 
‘place  of  birth’  groups.  This  shows  clearly  that  cases  of  tuberculosis  are 
now  being  found  mainly  in  the  older  age  groups  of  men  born  in  this  country 
or  Ireland,  and  in  young  adult  male  immigrants  from  Asia. 

Mortality 

There  were  80  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  1962,  two 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  downward  trend  was,  therefore,  just 
maintained,  but  the  rate  of  decline  is  now  much  slower  than  during  the 
tw'elve  years  up  to  1960.  Indeed,  the  total  number  of  deaths  is  so  small 
that  dramatic  improvements  are  no  longer  possible. 

The  death  rate  was  unchanged  at  0*07  per  1,000  population.  The 
majority  of  deaths  occurred  in  those  over  45  years,  and  with  about  three 
times  as  many  deaths  amongst  men  as  amongst  women. 
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Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

The  reduction  in  deaths  occurred  in  this  form  of  the  disease,  with  74 
deaths.  One  child  of  7 years  died  from  the  rupture  of  a tuberculous  gland, 
whilst  still  in  hospital  undergoing  treatment;  there  was  also  one  death  of 
a male  in  the  age  group  20-24.  There  were  only  6 deaths  under  the  age  of 
45  years,  but  68  in  older  age  groups. 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  six  deaths  from  non-respiratory 
forms  of  tuberculosis  - one  male  in  the  age  group  25-29  died  from  tuber- 
culous meningitis:  a male  over  65,  and  a female  over  70  died  from  spinal 
tuberculosis.  The  three  remaining  deaths  were  of  two  males  between  aged 
45  and  54,  and  a female  in  the  55-59  age  group. 

Deaths  of  Persons  not  Notified  Before  Death 

There  were  41  deaths  of  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  during  life  but  whose  death  certificates  mentioned 
tuberculosis.  Included  in  this  total  are  27  cases  for  which  no  formal 
notification  was  received  even  after  death.  In  18  of  the  total  of  41  cases, 
tuberculosis  was  not  the  main  cause  of  death. 

Contact  examinations 

The  systematic  search  for  cases  of  tuberculosis  amongst  the  close 
contacts  of  known  cases  was  continued,  the  total  of  2,193  examined  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  being  a little  below  the  figure  for  earlier  years.  A further 
1,857  persons  were  x-rayed  as  contacts  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 
The  continued  importance  of  this  method  of  case  finding  is  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  that  seventy  notifications  resulted  from  these  examinations  - 
about  9 per  cent,  of  all  notifications,  and  representing  an  incidence  of 
seventeen  notifications  per  1,000  examinations. 

Tuberculosis  Visitors 

The  detailed  work  in  relation  to  contacts,  including  tuberculin  testing, 
is  done  by  the  fourteen  tuberculosis  visitors;  in  addition,  they  undertake 
much  work  in  advising  patients  and  their  families  on  the  control  of  infection 
and  the  importance  of  continued  treatment  and  supervision.  They  also 
make  arrangements  for  material  help  to  patients;  some  of  the  figures 
relating  to  this  aspect  of  their  work  are  listed  below.  In  the  course  of  their 
work  they  made  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  first  visits  to  patients’  homes 


and  33,433  follow-up  visits. 

Beds  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Nursing  materials  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Food  grants  (free  milk)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,049 

Grants  of  clothing,  etc.  (Tippetts  Bequest)  ...  ...  ...  51 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 
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Rehousing 

During  the  year  a total  of  two  hundred  and  nine  families  were  re- 
housed because  of  tuberculosis;  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  were  dealt 
with  through  the  normal  operation  of  the  points  scheme,  most  of  whom 
had  received  an  additional  allocation  of  points  because  of  tuberculosis; 
one  hundred  and  six  families  were  recommended  for  rehousing  under  the 
special  quota  for  the  tuberculous,  and  of  these  eighty-one  were  actually 
rehoused  during  the  year.  The  total  of  two  hundred  and  nine  tuberculous 
families  rehoused  is  rather  greater  than  in  1960  or  1961,  but  very  close 
to  the  figures  for  each  year  from  1956  to  1959. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  is  involved  in  this  assessment  of 
housing  needs  - clerical  in  compiling  the  applications,  by  the  tuberculosis 
visitors  in  supplying  information  about  the  homes  and  social  conditions, 
and  medical  in  assessing  the  patients'  condition  and  risks  of  infection. 
Thus  a total  of  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  cases  were  considered  during 
the  year;  for  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  an  allocation  of  points  was  made, 
and  as  stated  above  a total  of  one  hundred  and  six  was  recommended 
under  the  quota  scheme. 

Rehabilitation 

During  the  year  seventy-six  patients  needed  special  help  or  guidance 
and  were  interviewed  by  the  chest  ph^^sician  and  disablement  resettlement 
officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

There  were  no  new  admissions  to  the  Remploy  factory  during  the  year, 
although  two  patients  were  re-admitted  following  absence  for  prolonged 
sickness;  twelve  patients  left  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  w'ere  sixty-one  patients  working  at  Remploy,  of  whom  twenty-three 
were  in  the  z^nnexe  because  of  possible  risk  of  infection  to  others.  There 
was  a waiting  list  of  nine  names  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  nineteen  patients  completed  courses  at  the  Industrial 
Rehabilitation  Unit  and  three  were  still  there  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Three  of  the  patients  went  on  to  government  training  courses. 

Eight  patients  completed  government  training  courses,  five  were  still 
undertaking  a course  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  four  were  awaiting 
admission  to  special  courses. 
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Statistics 

Table  1 

TUBERCULOSIS— ALL  FORMS 


Primary  Notifications  and  Deaths  for  the  Years  1901 — 1962 


Primary 

Notifications 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

1901 — 1910  (average) 

— 

— 

1,309 

1-65 

1911— 1920  ( ) 

— 

— 

1,284 

1-46 

1921—1930  ( „ ) 

1,824 

1*91 

1,031 

1-08 

1931—1940  ( ) 

1,284 

1-24 

883 

0-85 

1941—1945  ( ..  ) 

1,258 

1-29 

793 

0-82 

1946—1950  ( ,,  ) 

1,308 

1-21 

660 

0-61 

1951—1955  ( ,,  ) 

1,321 

M8 

292 

0-26 

1956 

1,136 

1-02 

161 

0-15 

1957 

973 

0-88 

145 

0-13 

1958 

1,039 

0-95 

143 

0-13 

1959 

793 

0.73 

104 

0.10 

1960 

870 

0-80 

88 

0-08 

1961 

809 

0-73 

82 

0-07 

1962 

757 

0-68 

80 

007 

Table  2 

RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS 
Primary  Notifications  and  Deaths  for  the  Years  1901 — 1962 


Primary 

Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

Notifications 

population 

Deaths 

population 

1901 — 1910  (average) 

— 

— 

993 

1-25 

1911—1920  ( 

..  ) 

— 

— 

1,059 

1-20 

1921—1930  ( 

..  ) 

1,533 

1-61 

892 

0-94 

1931—1940  ( 

..  ) 

1,082 

1-05 

793 

0-76 

1941—1945  ( 

..  ) 

1,096 

M3 

712 

0-73 

1946—1950  ( 

) 

1,151 

1-07 

608 

0-56 

1951—1955  ( 

„ ) 

1,183 

1-06 

272 

0-24 

1956 

1,029 

0-93 

150 

0-14 

1957 

844 

0-77 

134 

0-12 

1958 

926 

0-85 

137 

0-13 

1959 

704 

0.64 

96 

0.09 

1960 

778 

0-71 

79 

0*07 

1961 

705 

0-64 

76 

0*07 

1962 

671 

0*60 

74 

0.07 

80 


Table  3 


NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Primary  Notifications  and  Deaths  for  the  Years  1901-1962 


Primary 

Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

Notifications 

population 

Deaths 

population 

1901 — 1910  (average) 

— 

— 

317 

0-40 

1911— 1920  ( . 

. ) 

— 

— 

224 

0-26 

1921—1930  ( ,, 

. ) 

290 

0-31 

139 

0-14 

1931—1940  ( , 

. ) 

202 

0-19 

90 

0-09 

1941—1945  ( , 

. ) 

162 

0-16 

81 

0-09 

1946—1950  ( , 

. ) 

157 

0-15 

52 

0-05 

1951—1955  ( 

..  I 

139 

0-12 

20 

0-02 

1956 

107 

0-10 

11 

0-01 

1957 

129 

0-12 

11 

0*01 

1958 

113 

0-10 

6 

0-01 

1959 

89 

0*08 

8 

0*01 

1960 

92 

0-08 

9 

0-01 

1961 

104 

0-09 

6 

0-01 

1962 

£6 

008 

6 

001 

Table  4 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  SEX 
AND  AGE  GROUP 

Age  Group  Males  Females 

Years  1953155  1960  1961  1962  1960162  1953155  1960  1961  1962  1960162 

{Mean)  [Mean)  {Mean)  {Mean) 


0—4 

39 

28 

28 

26 

28 

32 

27 

16 

32 

25 

5—9 

34 

20 

16 

22 

19 

36 

18 

19 

10 

16 

10—14 

29 

16 

10 

11 

13 

29 

19 

14 

14 

16 

15—19 

64 

22 

15 

12 

16 

75 

12 

16 

6 

11 

20—24 

64 

47 

40 

31 

39 

73 

36 

30 

27 

31 

25—34 

114 

91 

97 

91 

93 

112 

61 

40 

41 

47 

35—44 

101 

82 

75 

72 

76 

53 

48 

32 

20 

33 

45—54 

112 

88 

88 

88 

88 

30 

25 

24 

13 

21 

55—64 

92 

72 

81 

82 

78 

23 

19 

14 

14 

16 

65  + 

34 

39 

33 

41 

38 

14 

8 

17 

18 

14 

All  Ages 

683 

505 

483 

476 

488 

477 

273 

222 

195 

230 

81 


Table  5 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NON-RESFIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  BY 
SEX  AND  AGE  GROUP 


Age  Group 
Years 


Males 


Females 


1953155  1960  1961 1962  1960162  1953155  1960  1961  1962  1960162 


0—4 

{Mean) 

5 

5—9 

12 

10—14 

5 

15—19 

6 

20—24 

9 

25—34 

14 

35—44 

3 

45—54 

5 

55—64 

2 

654- 

2 

All  Ages 

63 

Table  6 

{Mean) 
2 3 


21  18  17 

10  12  13 

4 6 9 

1 0 3 


55  53  55 


2 

3 

2 

6 

18 

12 

6 

1 

1 

54 


{Mean) 

8 

7 

7 

10 

11 

15 

6 

4 

2 

2 

72 


3 

0 

2 

1 

10 

15 

6 

10 

2 

2 


37  51  31 


{Mean) 

3 

2 

1 

3 

6 

10 

6 

5 

2 

2 

40 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  SITE  OF 
DISEASE  (All  Ages,  Both  Sexes) 

Disseminated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bones,  joints  and  spine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  organs,  including  glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 


Total 


86 


Table  7 

DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  SEX  AND  AGE 

GROUP 


Age  Group 

Years 

Males 

Females 

0—4 

... 

... 

0 

0 

5—14 

0 

1 

15—24 

... 

... 

1 

0 

25—44 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

45_64 

... 

24 

8 

65-f 

... 

... 

27 

9 

All  Ages 

... 

... 

... 

55 

19 

82 


Table  8 


PLACE  OF  BIRTH  OF  INDIVIDUALS  NOTIFIED  AS  SUFFERING  FROM 
TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BIRMINGHAM 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

British  Isles 

England 

. 886 

660 

706 

546 

550 

513 

455 

Scotland 

19 

12 

9 

7 

13 

12 

14 

Wales 

20 

18 

16 

17 

13 

9 

10 

Ireland 

132 

128 

153 

90 

124 

97 

91 

Rest  of  Europe 

13 

12 

13 

7 

9 

8 

9 

Asia 

India  ... 

26 

29 

31 

22 

21 

17 

26 

Pakistan 

19 

33 

60 

59 

91 

90 

109 

Others 

6 

12 

16 

10  1 
(All  Aden) 

12 

6 

Africa 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

A merica 

West  Indies  .. 

9 

12 

12 

14 

27 

25 

20 

Others 

1 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Not  known 

1 

51 

16 

20 

18 

22 

14 

— 

Totals 

. 1,136 

973 

1,039 

793 

870 

809 

757 

n 

T'  -T  - 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


(SECTION  22  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946). 

DAY  NURSERIES 

On  the  1st  January,  1962,  there  were  955  places  in  20  day  nurseries 
(iistributed  throughout  the  City  and  the  number  remained  unchanged 
throughout  the  year. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  order  of  priorities  and  fees  remained 
unchanged.  Twenty  children  of  homeless  families  attended  day  nurseries 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  six  were  the  children  of  unmarried  women  and 
fourteen  were  the  children  of  married  women. 

Attendances  at  the  day  nurseries  remained  high  with  the  same  heavy 
demand  for  accommodation  for  young  babies  in  many  areas.  Unfortunately 
when  there  are  no  vacancies  at  day  nurseries  these  babies  are  often  placed 
with  unregistered  daily  minders  unknown  to  the  Health  Department  and 
therefore  not  supervised. 

The  two-year  training  course  for  the  National  Nursery  Examination 
Board  Certificate  continues.  During  1962,  fifty-two  students  were  accepted 
for  training.  Two  examinations  were  conducted  in  Birmingham;  forty-one 
candidates  passed  and  one  failed. 

Courses  and  Study  Days 

Forty-three  members  of  nursery  staffs  attended  a week-end  course 
arranged  by  the  Midland  Branch  of  the  National  Association  of  Nursery 
Matrons.  One  nursery  supervisor  attended  a Day  Conference  arranged  by 
the  National  Society  of  Children's  Nurseries.  A matron  attended  the 
Annual  Confeience  of  the  National  Association  of  Nursery  Matrons,  and 
another  attended  a study  day  arranged  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing. 
The  Local  Education  Authority  arranged  a short  course  for  nursery  assist- 
ants in  the  Autumn  which  four  day  nursery  wardens  attended.  Nursery 
staffs  were  also  given  the  opportunity  to  attend  the  three  special  study 
weeks  arranged  by  the  Health  Education  Section. 

It  was  decided  early  in  the  Summer  to  start  a series  of  monthly  study 
afternoons  for  both  nursing  and  domestic  staff.  These  have  proved  both 
stimulating  and  beneficial.  Each  subject  is  repeated  at  least  once  to 
enable  as  many  staff  as  possible  to  benefit. 
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Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act,  1948 

The  number  of  new  applications  still  exceeds  that  of  resignations. 
The  number  would  be  even  greater  if  they  included  all  those  persons 
looking  after  children  who  should  be  registered.  It  is  still  not  understood 
by  the  majority  of  the  public  that  application  for  registration  to  the  local 
authority  is  necessary  before  undertaking  to  mind  more  than  two  children. 

Regular  inspection  of  minders  and  premises  is  carried  out  by  medical 
officers  of  this  Department. 

A register  is  available  at  Trafalgar  House  so  that  those  wishing  to  find 
someone  to  look  after  their  child  may  obtain  a convenient  address. 

Persons  Premises 


Number 

Registered 

Places 

Number 

Registered 

Places 

As  at  1.1.62  ... 

85 

368 

11 

219 

New  applications 

33 

143 

4 

70 

Applications  for  regis- 
tration of  additional 
places 

3 

9 

1 

7 

Resignations  ... 

16 

69 

1 

10 

As  at  31.12.62 

102 

451 

14 

286 

There  were  at  the  year’s  end  a total  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
places  either  with  persons  or  at  premises  registered  and  supervised  by  the 
Health  Department  - an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  places  over 

1961. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

The  total  number  of  welfare  centres  in  the  City,  including  the  Health 
Centre  at  Nechells  Green,  remained  at  fifty-three  throughout  the  year. 
Owing  to  the  Town  Planning  Re-development  Scheme,  the  welfare  centre 
at  397  Moseley  Road,  Birmingham,  12,  was  closed  on  21st  March,  1962, 
and  its  activities  were  temporarily  transferred  to  The  Boys'  Club,  Wenman 
Street.  These  premises  were  vacated  on  29th  November  and  the  centre  at 
213  Mary  Street,  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham,  12,  was  opened  on  3rd 
December.  The  two  subsidiary  clinics: — Culmington  Hall  Tenants’  Room, 
Longbridge,  and  Elmwood  Congregational  Church  School  Room,, 
Handsworth  Wood,  continued  to  function,  but  the  clinic  at  Moorfield 
Hall  Tenants’  Room,  Shard  End,  closed  on  30th  June. 

At  all  the  welfare  centres  the  num.ber  of  sessions,  including  ante-natal 
clinics,  at  which  a medical  officer  was  available  for  consultation  totalled 
5,773  compared  with  5,982  in  1961.  During  the  Oral  Poliomyelitis 
Immunisation  Campaign,  one  hundred  and  five  consultation  sessions  were 
cancelled. 
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The  number  of  children's  sessions  for  which  nursing  staff  only  were 
responsible  was  1,240  as  compared  with  1,173  in  1961. 

The  number  of  children  living  outside  the  City  who  attended  peri- 
pheral clinics  during  the  year  totalled  491,  and  those  who  attended 
general  practitioners'  clinics  held  at  welfare  centres  totalled  292. 

The  number  of  parents'  evening  meetings  held  at  welfare  centres  was 
forty-six,  compared  with  fifty-three  in  1961,  and  1,167  attendances  were 
made  at  these  meetings;  an  average  attendance  of  twenty-five  per  meeting. 

Health  visitors  attended  antenatal  clinics  at  the  following  hospitals 
to  take  mothercraft  classes;  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Selly  Oak  Hospital, 
Dudley  Road  Hospital,  The  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  and  Lords- 
wood  Maternity  Hospital. 

Accommodation  was  again  made  available  to  other  departments  of 
the  Corporation  during  the  year.  Probation  Officer  report  centres  were 
held  weekly  at  Wentworth  Road  centre  and  weekly  or  fortnightly  as 
required  at  Lea  Hall  centre;  Education  Department  speech  therapy  clinics 
continued  on  two  sessions  a week  at  Kingstanding  centre  and  three  sessions 
a week  at  Lea  Hall  centre;  Welfare  Department  facilities  for  occupational 
therapy  for  the  physically  handicapped  continued  throughout  the  year  at 
Stirchley  and  Erdington  centres,  and  at  Treaford  Lane  until  19th  April, 
Quinton  Lane  until  27th  April,  Kingstanding  and  Carnegie  Institute 
centres  until  16th  August,  when,  owing  to  the  increasing  demand  for  these 
facilities,  the  work  was  transferred  to  more  convenient  premises.  The  total 
number  of  sessions  for  these  facilities  was  380.  The  handicraft  and  social 
sessions  for  the  blind  at  Northfield  centre  continued  on  three  occasions  a 
week.  The  Birmingham  Council  for  Old  People  used  Stirchley  centre  on 
four  sessions  a week  for  an  Old  People's  Day  Centre.  The  Family  Planning 
Association  continued  their  weekly  clinic  at  Treaford  Lane  centre.  The 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service  Mother  and  Baby  Clubs  functioned  once 
weekly  at  Erdington,  Highfield  Lane,  Kings  Heath,  Maypole  and  Yardley 
Wood  centres.  The  club  at  Acocks  Green  centre  was  discontinued  on  6th 
April.  The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  Darby  and  Joan  Club  was  held 
each  week  at  Farm  Road  centre.  Facilities  were  granted  for  Hollymoor 
Hospital  to  hold  a weekly  out-patient  clinic  at  Greet  centre.  This  clinic 
opened  on  the  26th  January  and  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  a second 
weekly  clinic  was  commenced  on  16th  July. 

The  Birmingham  Association  for  the  Sheltered  Employment  for  the 
Elderly  continued  to  use  the  accommodation  provided  at  Small  Heath 
centre  and  on  18th  May  a second  centre  for  this  work  was  opened  by  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Alderman  Eric  E.  Mole,  O.B.E.,  J.P.,  at  Bromford  Welfare 
Centre. 
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The  Treaford  Club  for  Old  Age  Pensioners  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year  and  was  well  attended.  The  membership  remained 
at  66  with  a waiting  list  of  22.  The  average  weekly  attendance  during  the 
good  weather  was  50.  Talks  were  given  by  officials  of  the  West  Midlands 
Gas  Board,  the  Fire  Service  and  by  the  Health  Education  Section  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  on  such  subjects  as  diabetes,  rheumatism,  minor 
ailments  and  care  of  the  feet.  Two  summer  outings  were  arranged,  one  to 
Ragley  Hall  and  the  other  to  Stapleford  House  and  Park.  The  first 
anniversary  of  the  club  was  celebrated  with  a party  in  May  and  a Christ- 
mas party  was  held  later  in  the  year.  All  members  of  the  club  are  keenly 
active  in  arranging  sales  of  work,  concert  parties  and  other  social  events 
to  enable  the  club  to  be  self-supporting.  A community  spirit  reigns 
throughout  and  members  help  each  other  when  in  need.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  club  is  due  to  the  valuable  assistance  of  the  four  voluntary 
workers  who  devote  much  time  and  energy  to  this  work. 

Accommodation  at  Farm  Road  welfare  centre  was  made  available 
to  the  Sparkbrook  Association  for  use  as  a play  centre  for  children  under 
the  age  of  five  years  on  two  sessions  a week.  The  average  attendance  was 
ten  children  per  session. 

Nechells  Green  Health  Centre 

The  various  activities  at  this  centre  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  the  combined  efforts  of  the  general  practitioners  and  local  authority 
staff  proved  most  successful. 

During  the  year  1,165  individual  children  made  4,700  attendances 
at  children’s  consultation  clinics  in  the  child  welfare  section. 

At  the  antenatal  clinics  at  which  a local  authority  doctor  was  present, 
45  expectant  mothers  made  357  attendances,  and  at  the  midwives’ 
clinics,  253  mothers  made  1,382  attendances.  General  practitioners 
referred  519  expectant  mothers  for  blood  tests  to  be  taken.  Relaxation 
and  mother-craft  classes  were  attended  by  43  mothers  who  made  245 
attendances.  Sewing  classes  were  held  weekly  and  the  attendances  at 
these  sessions  totalled  323.  In  the  general  practitoners’  treatment  room, 
a total  of  10,575  treatments  was  carried  out  by  the  nurse  in  attendance. 

This  centre  continued  to  attract  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
and  a total  of  337  persons  was  given  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  work 
of  this  medico-social  service. 

Work  at  Local  Authority  Clinics 

Amongst  the  clinics  held  were: — 

(1 ) Antenatal  Clinics: 

The  number  of  mothers  who  attended  clinics  staffed  by  our  medical 
officers  was  1,164  compared  with  1,550  during  1961. 
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(2)  Blood  Tests: 

General  practitioners  continued  to  send  patients  to  our  antenatal 
clinics  for  the  withdrawal  of  blood  specimens;  in  1962  the  number  was 
3,834  compared  with  2,914  in  1961. 

(3)  Relaxation  Classes: 

During  the  year  classes  were  held  at  43  centres.  One  full-time  and  two 
part-time  physiotherapists  were  employed  for  a total  of  thirteen  sessions 
a week.  In  addition,  classes  were  taken  by  midwives  and  health  visitors. 
Mothercraft  classes  taken  by  health  visitors  were  held  in  association  with 
relaxation  classes. 

(4)  Postnatal  Examinations: 

The  number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  postnatal  exmainations 
was  230,  and  20  of  these  mothers  attended  a second  time. 

(5)  Appointment  Clinics: 

These  special  sessions  at  wEich  children  attend  by  appointment  for 
a medical  examination  were  continued  and  children  were  also  called  by 
appointment  to  antenatal  clinics  and  children’s  consultation  clinics. 

(6)  Special  Consultation  Clinics: 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wood  of  the  Children’s  Hospital  held  23  special  clinics 
at  the  Carnegie  centre  during  1962  and  examined  a total  of  107  infants, 
an  increase  of  32  on  the  1961  figure. 

The  X-ray  Clinic  at  Carnegie  held  51  sessions  in  1962  and  a total  of 
217  persons  attended  for  radiography,  which  was  an  increase  of  19  on  the 
1961  figure. 

The  special  adoption  clinic  continued  to  be  held  at  Carnegie  and  175 
attendances  (166  in  1961)  were  made  at  48  sessions. 

Special  sessions  were  arranged  at  all  welfare  centres  during  the 
summer  for  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccination.  A total  of  150,393  attendances 
was  made  at  these  clinics. 

(7)  Sewing  Classes: 

As  in  the  previous  year,  sewing  classes  were  held  weekly  at  43  centres 
until  the  summer  term  w^hen,  for  reasons  of  economy,  several  w'ere  closed. 
The  classes  re-opened  in  September  and  a total  of  14,875  attendances 
was  made  during  the  year;  an  increase  of  652  on  the  1961  figure. 

In  May  1962,  a knitting  class  was  established  at  Carnegie  welfare 
centre  to  enable  coloured  mothers  to  make  warm  clothing  for  their 
children.  The  class  w^as  held  once  weekly  from  7 p.m.  to  8 p.m.  and  was 
attended  by  71  individual  mothers  who  made  an  average  of  15  attendances 
weekly.  This  class  also  gave  opportunity  for  teaching  mothercraft. 
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(8)  Health  Talks: 

Mothers  made  8,180  attendances  at  health  talks  given  during  clinic 
sessions;  in  addition  there  were  1 1 ,685  attendances  at  mothercraft  classes 
held  in  conjunction  with  relaxation  classes  and  1,167  attendances  at 
parents’  evening  meetings. 

(9)  Chiropody  Treatment: 

The  services  of  two  part-time  chiropodists  continued  to  provide  an 
average  of  five  sessions  a week.  In  all  122  treatment  sessions  were  held 
and  a total  of  581  attendances  were  made  by  expectant  mothers  and  34 
attendances  by  children. 

(10)  Audiology  Clinic  and  Hearing  Tests 

Screening  tests  at  welfare  centres  to  diagnose  hearing  defects  were 
considerably  increased  in  1962  resulting  in  3,909  children  being  tested. 
The  ideal  would  be  that  every  baby  born  in  the  City  is  tested  when 
approximately  twelve  months  old  so  that  a hearing  defect  may  be 
diagnosed,  treated  if  possible,  and  an  asse^ment  made  of  the  child’s 
future  educational  needs.  Meanwhile,  during  1962  an  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  test  every  baby  born  “at  risk”,  i.e.  where  the  mother  had  suffered 
illness  during  pregnancy  or  labour,  where  the  child  came  from  a family 
with  a history  of  deafness,  where  the  child  had  been  born  prematurely  or 
with  a defect  or  had  suffered  birth  trauma,  etc.  Hearing  loss  and  other 
defects  occur  more  commonly  among  this  group  of  children. 

Of  the  3,909  children  who  were  screened  at  welfare  centres,  eighty-four 
were  referred  to  the  audiology  clinic  for  further  investigation,  and  a further 
eleven  cases  were  referred  by  hospital  consultants  and  other  local 
authorities. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  the  co-operation  of  Miss  North  and  Mr. 
Shorrock,  the  Head  Teachers  of  Braidwood  and  Longwill  Schools  for  the 
Deaf,  respectively,  one  of  whom  attends  each  session  together  with  Miss 
Hall,  the  Sister-in-Charge  of  the  School  Health  Service  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Clinic,  to  whom  we  are  grateful  for  solving  many  liaison  and 
administrative  problems.  Also  at  each  session  are  a medical  officer  and 
two  of  the  four  specially  trained  health  visitors. 

Any  child  suspected  of  impaired  hearing  or  other  aural  defect  is 
referred  to  Mr.  Norman  Crabtree,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon,  and 
we  express  thanks  for  his  co-operation  at  the  School  Health  Service 
Clinic  and  at  his  Hearing  Centre  at  the  Children’s  Hospital. 

If  the  opinion  of  a paediatrician  is  necessary  Dr.  B.  S.  B.  Wood  sees 
the  child  at  a special  consultation  clinic  at  Carnegie  Institute. 

The  team  spirit  which  exists  between  the  various  services  ensures  that 
each  child’s  case  is  considered  individually  and  from  every  aspect,  and 
that  the  best  possible  plans  are  adopted  for  his  future. 
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on 


Audiology  Clinic 

Children  on  the  register  on  1st  January,  1962 
Children  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1962 
Children  from  1961  under  supervision  or  training  on  31st  Dec 

1962  

New  children  from  1962  under  supervision  or  training 
December,  1962 

New  children  seen  for  testing  in  1962 
Discharged  as  having  normal  hearing 
Taken  for  training  in  1962 
Discharged  during  1962: — 

To  nursery  school  ... 

Mentally  retarded  ... 

School  Health  Service 
Normal  hearing 
To  Children’s  Hospital 
To  New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton 
Children  from  1962  receiving  training  ... 

Children  from  1962  under  supervision  ... 

Children  from  1961  discharged  during  1962 
Children  from  1961  receiving  training  ... 

Children  from  1961  under  supervision  ... 

Children  admitted  to  deaf  schools  during  1962 


ember, 
31st 


2 

2 

2 

2 


36 

66 

8 

58 

84 

16 

27 


10 


17 

41 

28 

4 

4 

8 


(11)  Voluntary  Assistance  at  Welfare  Centres: 

A number  of  welfare  centres  are  indebted  to  the  voluntary  workers 
who  have  given  valuable  service  in  a voluntary  capacity  during  the  year. 


CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in  Birmingham 
during  1962  was  2,278,  an  increase  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  over 
the  previous  year.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  102*30 
per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  89*23  in  1961.  Thus  one  in  every 
ten  live  births  registered  in  the  City  was  illegitimate.  The  trends  since 
1956  are  illustrated  by  the  following  table: — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Proportion  of  live 

Death  rate  of 

Mothers  with  one  Mothers  with  more 

Year  illegitimate  births 

illegitimate 

illegitimate 

than  one 

per  1,000  live 
births 

infants 

baby 

illegitimate  baby 

1956 

61*90 

37*70 

560 

197 

1957 

64*70 

33*80 

476 

202 

1958 

64*70 

39*30 

517 

284 

1959 

67*80 

42*52 

540 

266 

1960 

76*77 

30*11 

664 

386 

1961 

89*23 

28*02 

762 

598 

1962 

102*30 

31*65 

856 

731 
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The  percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  has  risen  from  6 per  cent, 
to  10  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The  number  of  mothers  with  more  than 
one  illegitimate  baby  has  shown  a substantially  bigger  increase  than 
mothers  with  one  illegitimate  baby  as  some  unmarried  mothers  cohabit  in 
a more  or  less  permanent  relationship.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  number  of 
immigrants  who  have  “common  law”  wives  and,  in  most  cases,  these 
couples  remain  as  faithful  as  those  who  have  had  their  marriage  solemnised. 

With  increased  maternity  benefits  and  the  help  of  social  and  voluntary 
workers  the  unmarried  mother  at  the  present  time  is  more  independent 
and  is  often  in  a position  to  deal  with  her  problems  prior  to  and  after 
confinement.  Some  girls  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  bear  a child 
without  the  support  of  a husband  or  a natural  father  face  both  humiliation 
and  deep  emotional  stress;  it  is  the  experience  of  workers  in  this  field  that 
an  increasing  number  of  unmarried  mothers  do  not  feel  these  emotions, 
expect  their  baby  with  equanimity,  feel  that  the  State  should  be  wholly 
responsible  for  looking  after  their  child  and  consider  the  affair  as  a hazard 
or  bad  luck. 

However,  the  child  if  not  adopted  is  different,  not  only  because  he  is 
illegitimate  but  because  he  is  fatherless;  he  is  going  to  miss  a father  in 
the  same  way  that  a child  who  loses  his  father  early,  through  death  or 
separation,  misses  him.  In  their  teens  some  of  these  children,  when  hearing 
of  their  illegitimacy,  and  if  at  all  sensitive,  react  either  by  aggressiveness 
or  by  indulging  in  fantasy  about  their  parents.  The  former  often  find  it 
difficult  to  have  companions,  and  the  latter  sometimes  tend  to  become 
more  solitary.  Those  who  study  these  subjects  find  that  an  increased 
number  of  illegitimate  children  mean  more  social  mishts  and  more 
delinquents.  The  stigma  of  illegitimacy  is  a stigma  not  imposed  by  law 
but  by  society  on  a guiltless  child. 

During  1962,  1,727  women  applied  to  the  Department  as  compared 
with  1,543  in  1961  and  1,218  in  1960.  Of  these,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six 
were  having  their  first  baby,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  had  already 
one  or  more  illegitimate  babies,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  were  married 
women,  six  were  legitimate  pregnancies  and  sixteen  were  residing  outside 
the  City. 

The  numbers  of  girls  under  the  age  of  consent  who  have  come  to 
the  notice  of,  and  been  helped  by,  the  Department  since  1957  are: — 


1957  

40 

1960  

39 

1958  

33 

1961  

110 

1959  

66 

1962  

120 
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The  large  local  authorities  who  maintain  services  for  the  unmarried 
mother  are  particularly  vulnerable  to  immarried  mothers  from  other 
areas  or  countries  who,  late  on  in  pregnancy,  demand  care  and  attention. 
The  City  suffers  particularly  in  this  respect.  In  1962  arrangements  were 
made  for  sixteen  who  were  normally  resident  outside  the  City. 

The  numbers  of  West  Indian  unmarried  mothers  who  applied  for 
help  to  the  Department  since  1958  are: — 


1958  

215 

1961  

663 

1959  

183 

1962  

776 

1960  

354 

However,  very  little  in  the  way  of  accommodation  has  to  be  provided 
for  these  as  they  are  well  looked  after  by  relatives  or  friends.  Of  the  number 
assisted  in  1962,  twent^^-nine  were  already  pregnant  on  arrival  in  this 
country. 

The  resources  of  the  Cit}^  indeed  of  many  local  authorities,  are 
overtaxed  by  the  problem  of  the  unmarried  mother.  Mother  and  baby 
homes  with  full  waiting  lists  are  accommodating  more  patients  than  they 
have  room  for,  their  staffs  are  overworked  and  difficult  to  recruit.  Adoption 
societies  are  under  stress  wdth  increased  work,  and  orphanages  who  look 
after  many  of  the  unadoptable,  are  full.  It  makes  the  problem  of  placing 
some  babies  very  difficult  indeed. 


Beechcroft  Mother  and  Baby  Home 

Capacity  eighteen  mothers  and  fourteen  babies. 

This  home  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Department  and  is 
un  den  ominat  ion  al . 

During  1962,  one  hundred  and  five  mothers  w^ere  admitted  and 
ninety-six  discharged;  eighty-nine  babies  were  admitted  and  seventy- 
eight  were  discharged. 

The  general  health  of  the  mothers  has  been  Excellent  and  only  four 
needed  hospital  attention  apart  from  their  confinement  - one  for  post- 
partum dilatation  and  curettage,  one  for  postpartum  haemorrhage  (late), 
one  for  gonococcal  infection  and  one  for  a perineal  abscess.  Eleven  mothers 
admitted  to  the  home  were  discharged  prior  to  confinement. 
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Twelve  babies  were  admitted  to  hospital  - two  for  E.  coli  infection, 
five  for  respiratory  infection  and  five  for  gastro-enteritis.  Four  babies 
were  born  premat ur^y  with  weights  ranging  from  5 lbs.  2 ozs.  to  5 lbs.  8 ozs. 

There  was  one  stillbirth,  and  one  baby  died  from  a meningocele 
after  eleven  days. 

Thirty-four  babies  were  discharged  home  with  their  mothers,  six 
were  discharged  to  residential  nurseries,  a further  three  accompanied 
their  mothers  to  residential  domestic  posts  and  six  went  to  foster  homes. 

Twenty-nine  babies  were  placed  for  adoption  - twenty-two  through 
the  Children's  Department  and  seven  through  Moral  Welfare  Associations. 

Phenylketonuria  tests  were  carried  out  at  six  weeks  of  age  and  all 
were  negative. 

Lyncroft  House  - Salvation  Army  Mother  and  Baby  Home 

Arrangements  are  made,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  very  young 
unmarried  mothers  for  their  admission  to  the  Salvation  Army  Mother  and 
Baby  Home.  Sometimes  they  are  transferred  from  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions by  magistrates.  Hitherto  the  girls  had  to  agree  to  remain  for  three 
months  after  confinement  but  this  period  has  now  been  reduced  to  ten 
weeks.  Confinement  takes  place  at  the  home,  and  if  the  girl  so  wishes  the 
Major  in  charge  will  make  arrangements  for  adoption.  There  is  a three 
year  follow-up  of  all  cases.  During  the  year  thirty-five  cases  were  admitted 
through  social  workers  of  the  Department. 

Francis  Way  and  Woodville 

These  two  mother  and  baby  homes  accommodate  Roman  Catholic 
unmarried  mothers.  In  Francis  Way  the  girls  remain  the  whole  of  the 
period,  as  in  Lyncroft,  the  confinements  taking  place  in  the  home.  At 
Woodville  the  girls  are  admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement  and  return 
for  about  six  weeks  after  their  confinement.  During  the  year,  fifty-five 
cases  were  admitted  by  arrangements  with  the  social  workers  of  the 
Department. 

The  Grange 

These  premises  have  now  been  registered  as  a maternity  nursing 
home  and  confinements  take  place  there.  During  the  year,  fifty-three 
cases  were  admitted  through  the  Department. 
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STATISTICS 


(1)  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  ON  DAY  NURSERY  REGISTERS 


0—1 

year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

Average  daily  attendances 

1st  January,  1962 

126 

247 

539 

912 

716  in  1961 

31st  December,  1962 

125 

252 

560 

937 

719  in  1962 

(2)  ANALYSIS  OF  CHILDREN  IN  THE  NURSERIES 

Group  1.  Children  whose  mothers  are  the  main  or  sole  support  of  the  home 
or  children  whose  mothers  are  ill,  etc. 


Unmarried  mothers  ... 

... 

... 

327 

Widows 

23 

Women  separated  from  husbands  ... 

202 

Husbands  in  prison  ... 

6 

Husbands  sick  or  disabled  ... 

14 

Mothers’  long  term  illness  ... 

31 

Mothers’  short  term  illness  ... 

12 

Mothers’  confinement 

9 

Mothers’  dead 

6 

Mothers’  desertion 

17 

647 


Group  2.  Children  requiring  admission  for  reasons  of  health  or  normal  develop- 
ment. 

National  Service,  deaf  or  blind  parents,  financial  difficulties.  16 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Problem  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Handicapped  children  or  children  failing  to  progress  normally  ...  — 

25 


Groups.  Non-priority  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 

Out  of  City  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  ON  WAITING  LISTS 


0—1 

year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

Total 

1st  January,  1962 

Priority 

...  Ill 

73 

102 

286 

Non-Priority  ... 

...  89 

122 

124 

335 

31st  December,  1962 

Priority 

57 

64 

49 

170 

Non-Priority  ... 

...  56 

95 

104 

255 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics 


(1)  PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  VISITED  IN  THEIR  OWN  HOMES 
WHO  ATTENDED  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Year 

0 — 12  months 

1 year 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 

1960 

66-2 

54-3 

311 

23-3 

16-2 

1961 

63-7 

55-0 

30-3 

21-4 

15-5 

1962 

63-5 

52-4 

26-6 

19-3 

14-6 

(2)  FREQUENCY  OF  ATTENDANCE  AS  A PERCENTAGE  OF  ATTENDEES 
IN  EACH  AGE  GROUP 


0- 

—12  months 

1- 

— year 

2- 

— 5 years 

Children  who  made: 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1 — 5 attendances 

61-24 

62-16 

63-1 

67-24 

66-91 

70-3 

96-44 

96-15 

96-9 

6 or  more 
attendances 

38-76 

37-84 

36-9 

32-76 

33-09 

29-7 

3-56 

3-85 

3-1 

(3)  CHILDREN’S  CONSULTATION  CLINICS 

(BIRTH  TO  5 YEARS) 

Number  of  clinics  held  : 

(1)  With  doctor  attending 

(2)  Without  doctor  attending 

New  children  attending 

Total  attendances 

Average  attendance  per  clinic 

Total  examined  by  doctor 

Average  seen  by  doctor  per  consultation  clinic 


3,387 

1,240 

14,677 

122,810 

26-5 

44,624 

13 


(4)  ANTENATAL  AND  CHILDREN’S  COMBINED  CLINICS  — CHILDREN 

ATTENDING 


Number  of  combined  clinics 

2,125 

New  children  attending 

2,695 

Total  attendances 



29,932 

Average  attendance  per  clinic 

14 

Total  number  seen  by  doctor 

... 

20,152 

Average  seen  by  doctor  per  combined  clinic 

9-5 

(In  addition  the  average  number  of  expectant  mothers  examined  at 
these  chnics  was  two,  and  the  number  of  blood  specimens  obtained  for 
general  practitioneis’  cases  was  2,458,  an  average  of  1-1  per  clinic). 
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(5)  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS  WITH  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS 
(a)  A t Welfare  Centres  : 

(i)  Individual  children  attending  General  Practitioners’  Clinics  only: 

under  1 year  ...  ...  363^ 

1 year  361^  1,042 

2 — 5 years  ...  ...  318j 


Frequency  of  attendance  : 


Individual 

children 

who  made 

0 — 12  months 

1 year 

2—5: 

years 

No.  who 

attended 

% 

of  G.P. 
clinic 

attenders 

No.  who 

attended 

% 

of  G.P. 
clinic 

attenders 

No.  who 

attended 

% 

of  GP. 
clinic. 

attenders 

1 — 5 attendances 

184 

50-7 

237 

65-7 

299 

94-0 

6 or  more 

attendances  ... 

179 

49*3 

124 

34-3 

19 

6-0 

Totals 

363 

1 

100-0 

361 

100-0 

318 

100-0 

(ii)  Individual  children  attending  both  General  Practitioners’  Clinics  and 


Local  Authority  Clinics: 

Under  1 year 

. 195  1 

1 year 

. 169  y 

424 

2 — 5 years  ... 

60  J 

Examined  by  general  practitioners 

• • • • . • 

5,527 

Seen  by  health  visitors  only  ... 

... 

2,277 

Attendances  for  immunisation  including  1,533  poliomyelitis 

vaccinations 

7,069 

Attendances  at  health  talks  given  by  health  visitors 

5,650 

(6)  At  General  Practitioners'  Surgeries  : 

Total  attendances: 

under  1 year  ... 

...  3,565 

1 year  . . . 

532 

4,922 

2 — 5 years 

655 

over  5 years 

170 

Examined  by  general  practitioners 

3,337 

Seen  by  health  visitors  only 

... 

... 

1,585 

Attendances  for  immunisation  including  1,604  poliomyelitis 

vaccinations 

4,700 

Attendances  at  health  talks  given  by  health  visitors 

4,903 
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(6)  MEDICAL  DEFECTS  RECORDED  IN  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
CONSULTATION  and  APPOINTMENT  CLINICS 


Individual  children  with  defects 


3,560 


Type  of  Defect : 

(a)  Eyes  : 

Squint 

Inflammatory  conditions 

Other  eye  conditions  

(b)  Skin  : 

Eczema 

Purulent  conditions 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

Otorrhoea  ... 

Deafness  ... 

Enlarged  or  diseased  tonsils  and/or  adenoids 
Other 

(d)  Teeth  ; 

Carious  or  defective 

(e)  Glands  : 

Enlarged  ... 

(f)  Heart ; 

Congenital 
Other  abnormality 

(g)  Anaemia 

(h)  Lung  conditions 

(i)  Deformities 

(j)  Orthopaedic  conditions 

(k)  Mentality  (retardation) 

(l)  Speech  (delayed  or  defective) 

(m)  Enuresis 

(n)  Other  conditions 


Total  defects 


227 

35 

35 

244 

22 


35 

19 

521 

43 

992 

361 

54 

88 

12 

54 

38 

786 

37 

92 

59 

250 


4,004 


(More  than  one  defect  may  have  been  found  in  the  same  child). 
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(7) 


HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


The  following  table  shows  children  notified  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  the  Education  Act,  1944,  to  the  local  Education 
Authority  as  having  important  defects  discovered  either  during  the  course 
of  home  visiting  or  at  clinics. 

Category  of  Defects  No.  of  Cases 


a.  Totally  blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

h.  Partially  sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

c.  Totally  deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

d.  Partially  deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

e.  Educationally  subnormal  (mentally  backward)  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

/.  Epileptic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

g.  Maladjusted  (emotional  instability  or  psychological  disturbance)  ...  6 

h.  Physically  handicapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Spastic  condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

i.  Defective  speech  (not  due  to  deafness)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

j.  Delicate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

(Diabetes  1;  Tuberculosis  50;  Haemophilia  1;  Asthma  51;  Coeliac  disease 

4;  Bronchiectasis  2;  Congenital  heart  disease  41;  other  disorders  37). 

k.  Combination  of  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  30 


(8)  REMEDIAL  EXERCISE  CLINICS  FOR  CHILDREN  HELD  BY 
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 


Indh’idual  children  attending 

1961 

94 

1962 

86 

Sessions  held 

Remedial  exercises  only 

115 

82 

Combined  with  relaxation  for  expectant  mothers 

163 

137 

Total  attendances  ... 

857 

904 

Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother 

(1)  Arrangements  for  new  cases  in  1962. 

First 

Multiple 

Married 

cases 

cases 

women 

Accommodated  in  Mother  and  Baby  Homes 

Beechcroft 

40 

22 

9 

Francis  Way 

21 

2 

1 

Woodville 

20 

2 

1 

Lyncroft  House 

35 

— 

— 

"ILe  Grange 

53 

— 

— 

Accommodated  elsewhere 

Homes  out  of  City 

9 

— 

— 

Own  home  entirely 

9 

5 

1 

Own  home  except  for  confinement 

650 

697 

100 

Left  City  before  confinement 

19 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

856 

730 

117 

- ■ 

1 

98 


(2)  Situation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Antenatal  cases  : No.  of  cases 

(а)  In  homes  awaiting  delivery  ...  ...  ...  24 

(б)  In  own  home  awaiting  delivery  ...  ...  ...  503 

Postnatal  cases  : 

(a)  Mother  and  baby  still  in  homes  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(c)  Babies  stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

{d)  Babies  died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(e)  Babies  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

(/)  Babies  with  foster  mothers  ...  ...  ...  10 

{g)  Babies  in  Residential  Nurseries  ...  ...  ...  23 

(h)  Mothers  at  home  with  their  babies  ...  ...  571 

{i)  Mothers  married  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

(j)  Mothers  living  with  putative  fathers  ...  ...  176 

{k)  Mothers  and  babies  having  left  the  City  ...  ...  58 

(/)  Not  pregnant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(m)  No  trace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(«)  Mother  died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  1,705 


(3)  Work  of  Administrative  Staff 

Home  visits  paid  re  unmarried  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  802 

Mothers  visited  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Office  interviews  — applications  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,727 

Office  interviews  — other  than  applications  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,201 

Office  interviews  re  V.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


(4)  Age  grouping  of  the  1,705  applicants. 


13  years 

1 

19  years 

170 

14  years 

...  15 

20  - 25  years 

758 

15  years 

...  45 

26  - 30  years 

250 

16  years 

...  60 

31  - 35  years 

122 

17  years 

...  75 

36  years  and  over 

64 

18  years 

...  145 

(5)  Multipara  {excluding  married  women) 

1st  child  died  (including  stillbirth  and  miscarriage)  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  in  residential  nursery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

,,  ,,  in  care  of  relatives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

,,  ,,  fostered...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  with  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

,,  „ adopted  by  relatives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  731 
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Of  the  731  cases,  152  are  living  with  the  putative  father,  32  married 
to  the  putative  father,  81  have  been  dealt  with  before.  468  were  para  II, 
156  para  III,  60  para  IV,  22  para  V,  18  para  VI,  and  7 para  VII  and  over. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  118  married  women: 


71 

11 

9 

11 

16 


Total  118 


Of  these  : 

In  homes  with  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Baby  died  ...  ...  2 

Mother  at  home  with  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Baby  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Baby  fostered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mother  antenatal  30 

Mother  not  pregnant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mother  left  the  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..•  3 

No  trace  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(6)  Married  women  assisted — marital  details  : — 

Separated  from  husband 
Divorced  ... 

Widowed  ... 

Living  with  husband 
Living  with  putative  father 
Married  to  putative  father 


Total  118 

(7)  Nationality 

(a)  Nationality  of  applicants 

British  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  723 

Irish 197 

West  Indian 776 

African  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

European  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  1,705 


{h)  Nationality  of  Putative  Fathers 


English 

...  570 

Persian 

1 

Greek 

3 

Irish 

...  216 

Canadian  . . . 

...  2 

African 

5 

West  Indian 

...  828 

U.S.A. 

1 

Belgian 

1 

Turkish  Cypriot 

...  5 

Italian 

...  3 

Ghanian 

1 

Spanish  ... 

...  5 

J ugoslavian 

1 

Dutch  ... 

1 

Pakistani 

...  26 

Maltese 

2 

Hungarian 

1 

Indian  ... 

...  5 

PoHsh 

2 

Arab  ... 

26 

Total 

1,705 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT 


As  far  as  the  teeth  of  young  children  are  concerned,  one  major  event 
in  1962  was  the  publication  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  the  report  on 
“The  Conduct  of  the  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Results  Achieved  after  Five  Years”.  This  showed  that  in  the  study  areas 
of  Watford,  Kilmarnock  and  Anglesey,  the  adjustment  of  the  fluoride  level 
in  the  drinking  water  supply  to  one  part  per  million  had  produced  a 
reduction  in  dental  caries  of  between  50  and  60  per  cent,  in  children  below 
the  age  of  five.  This  report  appeared  about  the  middle  of  the  year  and  on 
6th  November,  after  receiving  a report  from  the  Health  Committee,  the 
City  Council  agreed  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  communicate 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  that  this  Authority  are  anxious  to  introduce 
fluordidation  of  the  water  supply  and  to  ask  for  the  promotion  of  the 
necessary  legislation  in  this  regard. 

The  next  step  was  a statement  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  10th 
December  that  he  was  prepared  to  approve,  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  proposals  from  local  health  authorities  to 
make  arrangements  with  water  undertakers  for  the  addition  of  fluoride 
to  water  supplies  which  are  deficient  in  it  naturally.  The  way  would  appear 
to  be  open,  therefore,  for  this  very  beneficial  measure  to  be  put  into  effect. 

It  must  be  emphasised,  however,  that  fluoridation  of  water  supplies 
is  only  one  of  the  weapons  with  which  dental  disease  must  be  fought.  Its 
introduction  does  not  mean  that  attention  to  proper  diet,  the  limitation  of 
sweet,  sticky  foods,  particularly  between  meals  and  the  proper  cleaning 
of  teeth  can  be  neglected  in  any  way.  Dental  decay  is  so  rife  to-day, 
particularly  in  young  children,  in  whom  any  form  of  treatment  is  extremely 
difficult,  that  full  advantage  needs  to  be  taken  of  all  means  which  will  help 
to  reduce  its  incidence. 

Turning  to  the  actual  treatment  which  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  for  mothers  and  children,  there  has  been  a small  decline  in  the 
number  of  mothers  attending  and  the  treatment  which  has  been  provided. 
This  may  reflect  the  fall  in  attendances  of  mothers  at  welfare  centres, 
which  has  been  continuing  over  a number  of  years,  and  also  the  fact  that 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  are  now  eligible  to  have  all  dental  treatment, 
including  dentures,  provided  for  them  under  the  General  Dental  Services 
without  charge. 

Turning  to  the  dental  treatment  of  pre-school  children,  this  shows  a 
considerable  increase  under  most  headings.  A body  of  children  has  now 
been  built  up  who  receive  regular  inspection  and  treatment.  This  is  in 
addition,  of  course,  to  the  children  who  attend  for  the  relief  of  pain. 

The  system  of  having  dental  inspections  at  selected  welfare  centres 
has  been  continued,  and  appears  to  be  serving  a useful  purpose.  It  is 
proposed  to  expand  this  service  in  the  near  future  as  circumstances  permit. 
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The  mechanical  work  in  connection  with  the  supply  of  dentures 
continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  firm  of  dental  technicians  who  have 
done  this  work  for  a number  of  years. 

Facilities  for  taking  dental  radiographs  continue  to  be  concentrated 
at  Lancaster  Street. 


Statistics 


Mothers 

Children 

Number  examined  ... 

3,140 

6,129 

Number  needing  treatment 



3,018 

4,923 

Number  whose  treatment  was  completed 

1,916 

4,217 

Number  of  administrations 
anaesthetics 

of  general 

1,596 

2,441 

Number  of  teeth  extracted  with  general 
anaesthetics 

7,412 

6,094 

Number  of  local  anaesthetics 

... 

1,198 

11 

Number  of  teeth  extracted 
anaesthetics 

with  local 

1,357 

9 

Number  of  teeth  filled 

2,676 

3,582 

Number  of  mouths  scaled 
Surgeons 

by  Dental 

521 

21 

Number  of  teeth  treated  with  silver  nitrate 

64 

4,074 

Number  of  cases  radiographed 

... 

136 

7 

Number  of  mothers  supplied  with  dentures 

997 

— 

Number  of  dentures  supplied 



1,704 

— 

Number  of  full  upper  or  lower  dentures  ... 

1,112 

— 

Total  attendances  ... 

11,383 

10,324 

In  the  case  of  children,  the  number  of  teeth  conserved  by  filling  and 
by  treatment  with  silver  nitrate  now  substantially  exceeds  the  number 
extracted. 

The  total  number  of  sessions  worked  was  2,376,  this  figure  being 
fifty-three  less  than  the  comparable  figure  for  1961. 


Professional  Staff 

During  the  year,  one  part-time  dental  officer  resigned,  but  four  new 
part-time  dental  officers  were  appointed.  In  addition,  there  have  been 
certain  alterations  in  the  sessions  which  existing  officers  have  been  able 
to  attend.  The  net  result  of  these  changes  has  been  that,  while  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  maintain  throughout  the  year  the  level  which  was  attained 
at  the  end  of  1961,  by  the  end  of  1962  the  total  number  of  sessions  worked 
per  week  was  the  highest  it  has  ever  been. 
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The  number  of  sessions  in  a normal  working  week  at  the  end  of  1961 
and  the  end  of  1962  are  compared  below: 


End  of  End  of 


Dental  Clinics 

1961 

1962 

Lancaster  Street 

9 

8 

Carnegie 

8 

8 

Treaford  Lane 

10 

9 

Northfield 

6 

8 

Kingstanding 

3^ 

6 

Quinton  Lane 

1 

1 

Farm  Road  ... 

11 

10 

Nechells  Green 

4| 

6 

TOTAL 

53 

56 

Accommodation 

Towards  the  end  of  1962  the  second  surgery  at  Nechells  Green  Health 
Centre  was  brought  into  operation.  This  allows  a greater  flexibility  in 
arranging  the  sessions  for  part-time  dental  officers  and  will  provide  a 
margin  for  future  expansion. 

Dental  Health  Education 

Dental  health  education  has  continued  throughout  the  year,  special 
emphasis  being  given  to  the  dangers  of  bottles  at  bedtime  for  young 
children,  particularly  if  continued  after  eighteen  months.  Preparation  was 
far  advanced  for  a major  effort  to  take  place  in  January,  1963. 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

(SECTION  23  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 


There  were  22,2Q1  live  births  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  still 
births  to  women  residents  in  Birmingham  in  1962.  Of  these,  four  hundred 
and  twenty-five  births  occurred  either  outside  the  City,  at  nursing  homes 
in  the  City,  or  at  City  hospitals  regarded  as  having  emergency  maternity 
facilities. 

During  the  year  13,939  women  residents  of  Birmingham  were  delivered 
at  the  City  hospitals  and  Marston  Green  Maternity  Hospital  compared 
with  13,493  in  1961  - an  increase  of  3*3  per  cent.  (2-8  per  cent,  in  1961): 
8,168  were  delivered  by  the  domiciliary  midwives  as  compared  with 
7,939  in  1961  - an  increase  of  2*8  per  cent.  (5  per  cent,  in  1961).  The 
succeeding  figures  and  remarks  refer  to  confinements  of  Birmingham 
residents  unless  otherwise  stated. 


(1) 

Total  No.  of 
confinements 
at  City 
hospitals, 
Marston 

Green  and 

at  home. 

(2) 

Total  No.  of 
confinements 
at  City 
hospitals  and 
Marston 

Green. 

(3) 

Total  No.  of 
domiciliary 
confinements . 

(4) 

Total  No.  of 
early 

discharges 
needing 
attention  of 
Midwife 

(5) 

Hospital 
confinements 
as  percentage 
of  total. 

1956 

18,283 

12,053 

6,230 

3,817 

65-9 

1957 

18,718 

12,283 

6,435 

3,692 

65-6 

1958 

19,085 

12,233 

6,852 

4,120 

64-0 

1959 

19,237 

12,429 

6,808 

4,424 

64-6 

1960 

20,674 

13,118 

7,556 

6,691 

63*4 

1961 

21,432 

13,493 

7,939 

7,089 

63-95 

1962 

22,107 

13,939 

8,168 

9,585 

63-1 

Despite  the  increased  number  of  confinements  at  the  Birmingham 
hospitals  and  Marston  Green  Maternity  Hospital,  the  hospital  confinements 
expressed  as  a percentage  of  total  confinements  continued  their  slow 
decline.  The  steady  increase  in  hospital  confinements,  without  a corres- 
ponding increase  in  hospital  beds,  resulted  in  9,585  early  discharges  to 
the  domiciliary  midwives  - an  increase  of  35  per  cent,  on  the  1961  figure 
and  representing  69  per  cent.  (53  per  cent,  in  1961)  of  hospital  confinements. 
“Out  of  City”  cases  confined  at  Birmingham  hospitals,  excluding  Marston 
Green  Maternity  Hospital,  numbered  3,090,  an  increase  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  over  last  year. 
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Cases  discharged  on  the  ninth  day  or  earlier  are  normally  nursed  at 
home  by  the  domiciliary  midwives  until  the  tenth  day  but  this  period  may 
be  extended  for  such  reasons  as  a slightly  raised  maternal  temperature, 
delayed  separation  of  the  cord,  phlebitis,  premature  babies,  etc.  The 
work  undertaken  by  the  domiciliary  midwives  since  1956  is  given  in  the 
following  table: — 


Year 

(1) 

Total  No.  of 
confinements  j 
at  City  \ 

hospitals 
Marston  i 
Green  and 
at  home  j 

(2) 

Total  No.  of 

domiciliary 

confinements 

' (3) 

Total  No.  of 
i early 

discharges 
needing 
attention  of 
domiciliary 
midwife 

' (4) 

; Total  No.  of 
early 

discharges 

1 plus  total 
No.  of 
domiciliary 

i confinements 

\ : 

(5) 

(4) 

expressed  as 
percentage 
0/(1) 

1956 

18,283 

6,230 

3,817 

10,047 

55% 

1957  ! 

18,718 

6,435 

3,692 

10,127 

54% 

1958 

19,085 

6,852 

4,120 

10,972 

57% 

1959 

19,237 

6,808 

4,424 

11,232 

58% 

1960 

20,674 

7,556 

6,691 

14,247 

69% 

1961 

21,432 

7,939 

7,089 

15,028 

70% 

1962 

22,107 

8,168  1 

9,585 

17,753 

80% 

The  work  connected  with  home  confinements  and  postnatal  visits 
by  no  means  represents  the  whole  of  the  duties  of  the  domiciliary 
midwives.  Any  increase  in  the  total  number  of  deliveries,  whether  in 
hospital  or  in  the  home,  means  larger  antenatal  clinics  at  general  prac- 
titioner surgeries,  welfare  centres  and  at  their  homes  - longer  booking 
sessions,  larger  relaxation  classes,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  emergency 
calls,  false  alarms  and  fruitless  calls,  and  an  increased  number  of  in- 
vestigations into  social  circumstances.  Recruitment  increased  slightly 
but  only  kept  pace  with  retirements  despite  advertisements  and  personal 
approaches.  The  domiciliary  midwives  have  felt,  justifiably,  that  their 
salary  is  not  commensurate  with  their  responsibilities  and  that  an  early 
discharge  system  is  lowering  their  status  and  making  their  work  less 
attractive. 

There  is  no  indication  as  yet  that  the  number  of  births  is  going  to 
decrease  in  the  immediate  future  years,  and,  as  pointed  out  last  year,  the 
hospital  and  domiciliary  services  are  stretched  to  their  limits.  As  far  as 
one  can  judge  it  will  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  maintain  adequate  and 
satisfactory  services  without  bigger  resources. 
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A night  rota  scheme  has  been  discussed  at  meetings  with  the  midwives 
and  a new  plan  for  housing  in  attractive  flats  is  under  scrutiny.  It  is  hoped 
to  introduce  these  measures  in  1963  so  that  better  housing  conditions 
and  attractive  “off  duty”  hours  will  encourage  new  recruits  to  the  service. 

Analgesia 

All  the  City  midwives  have  gas  and  air  machines  and  year  by  year 
more  are  being  trained  in  the  use  of  trilene  analgesia  and  issued  with 
trilene  machines.  During  1962  analgesia  was  administered  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty  midwives. 

The  analgesics  used  are  pethidene,  trilene  and  gas  and  air.  Depending 
on  the  case,  they  are  used  singly  or  in  a combination  of  any  two,  or  the 
three  together.  Under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  a midwife 
who  has  been  trained  and  is  proficient  in  their  administration  may  use 
them,  whether  a doctor  is  present  or  not,  provided  that  the  patient  has 
been  examined  and  pronounced  fit  by  the  doctor.  The  details  of  administra- 
tion, excluding  the  use  of  pethidine  singly,  are  as  follows: — 

Analgesia  as  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,339 

Analgesia  with  doctor  present  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  787 

Training  Activities  and  Refresher  Courses 

During  the  year,  forty-two  midwives  approved  as  teachers  undertook 
the  training  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pupil  midwives  studying 
for  Part  II  of  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  fifty- 
three  pupils  were  placed  with  midwives  outside  the  City. 

One  supervisor  of  midwives  and  thirty  midwives  attended  refresher 
courses  during  the  year. 

Maternity  Bed  Bureau 

The  Bed  Bureau  makes  provision  for  hospital  bookings  on  social 
grounds.  In  each  case  where  there  is  doubt  about  the  adequacy  of  the 
amenities  of  a house  or  a room  for  a confinement,  a midwife  investigates 
and  makes  her  recommendation  as  to  whether  a mother  should  be  confined 
at  home  or  in  hospital.  Unfortunately  many  patients  are  referred  by 
general  practitioners  other  than  on  social  grounds  but  they  must  be 
refused  as  the  section  has  not  power  to  make  a booking  for  hospital 
confinement  except  on  social  grounds.  A patient  wrongly  referred  becomes 
very  disappointed  and  distressed  feeling  that  she  has  been  cheated  and 
that  the  section  is  responsible. 

Unfortunately  year  by  year,  as  the  hospital  bed  situation  becomes 
more  acute,  the  standards  by  which  social  conditions  are  judged  fall  so 
that  at  present,  in  the  overcrowded  parts  of  the  City,  confinements  are 
carried  out  in  conditions  which  would  not  have  been  countinanced  ten 
years  ago. 
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There  were  4,120  applications  in  1962,  a slightly  lower  figure  than  in 
1961,  for  hospital  bookings  on  social  grounds;  house  conditions  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  were  investigated  and  2,250  were  booked.  Of  the  remain- 
der, 1,350  were  referred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  emergency 
booking  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  were  placed.  On  the  commencement 
of  labour  the  majority  remaining  on  the  list  were  admitted  to  beds  that 
happened  to  be  vacant  at  the  time. 


Investigation  into  Anaemia  in  Pregnancy 

In  February  1962,  facilities  were  provided  at  sessions  at  welfare 
centres  for  the  withdrawing  and  despatching  of  blood  to  the  haematology 
laboratories  of  five  City  hospitals  - Little  Bromwich,  Dudley  Road, 
Selly  Oak,  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Highcroft  Hall.  A general  practitioner 
may  send  his  patients  to  these  sessions  which  are  held  weekly  or  fort- 
nightly according  to  demand,  or  send  any  blood  specimens  he  may  have 
withdrawn  for  despatch  to  the  laboratory. 

We  are  grateful  to  Mr.  A.  B.  Neale,  B.Com.,  Corporation  Statistician, 
and  Mrs.  G.  Burton,  Ph.D.,  one  of  his  assistants,  and  to  the  City  Treasurer’s 
Department  for  their  help  in  making  an  analysis  of  the  results. 


Grams  % 

- 8*7 
(-  59%) 

1 1 

op  o 

1 

10-2 

69%) 

10-3  - 11-7 
(70-79%) 

11-8+ 

(80%  + ) 

Total 

Parity  0 

1 

0-4 

28 

12-0 

85 

36-3 

120 

51-3 

234 

100 

1 

15 

1-4 

88 

8-5 

377 

36-3 

558 

53-8 

1,038 

100 

2 

19 

1-2 

137 

8-9 

606 

39-5 

773 

50*4 

1,535 

100 

3 

21 

1-9 

134 

12-1 

424 

38-2 

532 

47-8 

1,111 

100 

4 

17 

2-7 

68 

10-9 

246 

39-2 

296 

47-2 

627 

100 

5 

15 

4-0 

42 

11-2 

156 

41-6 

162 

43-2 

375 

100 

6+ 

14 

3-3 

65 

15-2 

177 

41*3 

172 

40-2 

428 

100 

Unknown 

1 

2 

4 

Age  - 19 

3 

0-8 

52 

14-3 

142 

39-1 

166 

45-7 

363 

100 

20  - 29 

47 

1-5 

312 

10-1 

1,218 

39-4 

1,513 

49-0 

3,090 

100 

30  - 39 

43 

2-5 

174 

10*0 

650 

37-4 

870 

50*1 

1,737 

100 

40+ 

9 

5-6 

25 

15-4 

63 

38-9 

65 

40-1 

162 

100 

Weeks  of 

Pregnancy 

UP  TO  13 

1 

0-2 

11 

2-3 

135 

28-4 

328 

69*1 

475 

100 

14  - 21 

28 

1*8 

90 

5*6 

517 

32-3 

965 

60*3 

1,600 

100 

22  - 32 

36 

1-7 

260 

12-5 

897 

43-1 

889 

42-7 

2,082 

100 

33+ 

36 

3-0 

201 

17-0 

521 

43-9 

428 

36-1 

1,186 

100 

Unknown 

1 

3 

4 

9 

Total 

102 

1-9 

563 

10-5 

2,073 

38-7 

2,614 

48-9 

5,352 

100 
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There  appears  to  be  no  seasonal  influence  on  haemoglobin  levels  of 
expectant  mothers  but  results  suggest  a tendency  for  the  percentage  of 
women  with  low  haemoglobin  levels  to  rise  with  parity,  age  and  with  the 
period  after  becoming  pregnant.  The  table  refers  to  the  number  of  tests 
and  not  to  the  number  of  cases.  A suitable  modification  of  our  methods 
will  enable  us  in  future  to  refer  to  cases  and  not  to  the  number  of  tests. 

Maternal  Mortality 

During  1962  there  were  eleven  deaths  which  could  be  ascribed  to 
pregnancy  and  childbirth,  and  a further  six  deaths  due  to  associated 
conditions.  The  maternal  mortality  rate,  including  abortion,  was  0*48  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

A.  Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth 
1.  Associated  with  a notifiable  birth: 

Death  was  due  to  toxaemia  of  pregnancy  in  the  first  case.  The  patient, 
aged  29,  was  a primigravida  who  at  35  weeks  developed  signs  of  toxaemia. 
At  first  she  declined  hospital  treatment  but  was  admitted  less  than  a week 
later  as  her  condition  became  worse.  Labour  was  induced,  but  after 
delivery  the  patient’s  condition  did  not  improve.  Death  was  caused  by  a 
cerebral  haemorrhage  due  to  hypertension  resulting  from  toxaemia. 

The  second  case,  a woman  aged  42  years  with  chronic  rheumatic 
heart  disease,  was  pregnant  for  the  eighth  time.  The  baby  was  born  alive 
after  an  internal  version.  The  patient  became  shocked,  and  a laparotomy 
revealed  an  extensive  laceration  of  the  uterus.  After  repair  and  transfusion 
the  patient  collapsed  and  died  two  hours  later.  Death  was  due  to  obstetric 
shock  resulting  from  uterine  rupture.  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  was 
an  associated  cause. 

The  third  patient,  a woman  aged  42,  went  into  labour  spontaneously 
at  the  end  of  a normal  pregnancy.  On  the  third  day  of  labour  Caesarean 
section  was  carried  out  on  account  of  foetal  distress.  Towards  the  comple- 
tion of  the  operation  the  patient  collapsed  suddenly  and  could  not  be 
revived  despite  open  heart  massage.  This  was  her  eighth  pregnancy  and 
she  had  undergone  a Caesarean  section  on  a previous  occasion.  Post- 
mortem examination  revealed  little  that  was  abnormal.  Death  was  ascribed 
to  post-operative  shock. 

Lastly  a patient,  her  eighth  pregnancy,  was  admitted  to  hospital  for 
confinement.  She  went  into  labour  spontaneously,  and  when  signs  of  foetal 
distress  appeared  a Caesarean  section  was  performed.  Her  condition  was 
poor  post-operatively  so  a second  operation  was  carried  out  to  control 
intra-abdominal  bleeding.  The  patient  died  suddenly  towards  the  end  of 
this  procedure.  Death  was  due  to  post-operative  shock. 
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2.  Not  associated  with  a notifiable  birth: 

In  the  first  case  a patient  in  the  14th  week  of  pregnancy  complained  of 
pain  in  the  lower  abdomen  and  dysuria.  After  twenty-four  hours  her 
condition  was  worse  with  severe  pain  and  vomiting  so  that  arrangements 
were  made  for  her  admission  to  hospital.  However,  death  occurred  suddenly 
before  she  could  be  moved  due  to  bleeding  into  the  abdominal  cavity  from 
a ruptured  tubal  pregnancy. 

The  next  death  was  also  due  to  an  ectopic  pregnancy.  In  this  case 
pain  began  suddenly  with  persistent  vomiting,  and  rapid  deterioration  of 
the  patient’s  condition.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Following  vigorous 
resuscitatory  measures  an  operation  was  successfully  performed,  but 
later  the  patient  collapsed  and  died  from  pulmonary  oedema. 

In  the  third  case,  death  was  considered  to  be  due  to  vagal  inhibition 
following  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  retained  uterine  products.  The 
patient  first  saw  her  doctor  a week  after  miscarriage,  and  complained  of 
continued  bleeding.  In  hospital  a minor  operation  was  successfully  per- 
formed. After  her  return  to  the  ward  the  patient  died  suddenly. 

In  the  next  case,  death  was  due  to  air  embolism.  The  patient  was 
approximately  fourteen  weeks  pregnant  and  had  made  an  attempt  to 
induce  an  abortion  by  syringing  with  soapy  water. 

In  the  fifth  case,  an  abortion  occurred  when  a mother  was  in  her  fifth 
month  of  pregnancy.  Her  condition  was  good  on  admission  to  hospital. 
Within  hours  she  became  shocked  and  a uterine  infection  was  diagnosed. 
Massive  doses  of  antibiotics  were  given  as  well  as  blood  transfusions  and 
steroid  therapy,  but  despite  these  she  died  little  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  after  admission.  Death  was  due  to  septicaemia. 

In  the  next  case,  death  resulted  from  shock  due  to  fluid  embolism 
resulting  from  an  attempt  at  inducing  an  abortion.  The  two  persons 
responsible  were  convicted  of  manslaughter. 

In  the  last  case,  the  cause  of  death  was  meningitis  due  to  septicaemia 
resulting  from  a septic  abortion.  There  was  evidence  that  this  had  been 
self-induced. 

B.  Deaths  due  to  associated  conditions. 

There  were  six  deaths  due  to  associated  conditions,  and  in  four  of 
these  cases  there  was  a notifiable  birth.  In  the  first  case,  death  resulted 
one  month  after  delivery  from  pulmonary  embolism  due  to  thrombosis  of 
the  leg  veins. 
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The  second  patient  was  a diabetic  and  died  from  hypoglycaemia 
following  Caesarean  section  and  spinal  anaesthesia. 

The  cause  of  death  in  the  third  case  was  staphylococcal  pneumonia. 
The  patient  had  undergone  Caesarean  section  seven  days  previously. 

In  the  next  case,  death  resulted  from  sickle  cell  anaemia  complicated 
by  chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease. 

In  the  fifth  case  the  patient  died  from  diabetes  complicated  by 
pneumonia.  She  also  suffered  from  rheumatic  heart  disease. 

In  the  last  case  the  patient  died  from  pneumonia  two  weeks  after 
operation  for  a ruptured  ectopic  pregnancy. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Puerperal  pyrexia  is  defined  in  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations, 
1951  as  “any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a woman  in  whom  a temperature 
of  100-4°  F.  (38°  C.)  or  more  has  occurred  within  fourteen  days  after 
child-birth  or  miscarriage.”  It  must  be  notified  to  the  medical  officer  of 
health  by  the  attendant  medical  practitioner. 

The  Puerperal  P^Texia  (Amendment)  Regulation,  1954  requires  the 
doctor  who  notifies  it  to  include  on  the  notification  form  the  cause  of  the 
p^Texia  and  the  date  of  confinement  or  miscarriage. 

There  were  two  hundred  and  sixteen  notifications  relating  to 
Birmingham  residents  and  seven  of  non-residents  confined  in  Birmingham 
during  1962. 

A further  sixty-two  cases  were  notified  by  city  midwives  to  the 
supervisor  of  midwives. 

Emergency  Maternity  Service 

The  Emergency  Maternity  Service,  operating  from  the  Birmingham 
Maternity  Hospital,  is  available  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  to  provide 
specialist  services  in  the  home.  The  “Flying  Squad”,  which  includes  a 
consultant  obstetrician  and  nurses  from  the  hospital,  makes  use  of  Local 
Authority  ambulances  and  has  facilities  for  blood  transfusions  and  minor 
operations. 

During  1962  there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  calls,  of  which 
thirty-eight  were  to  cases  outside  the  City.  Blood  transfusions  were  given 
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to  eighty-two  of  the  City  patients  and  twenty-nine  were  transferred  to 
hospital.  Of  the  out-of-City  cases,  eleven  were  transferred  to  hospital 
and  twenty-two  had  blood  transfusions. 

Local  Authority  Clinics  (Maternity) 

The  number  of  general  practitioners  holding  separate  antenatal 
clinics  at  welfare  centres  during  1962  was  thirty-one  (26  in  1961).  The 
number  of  general  practitioners  holding  antenatal  clinics  combined  with 
children’s  examinations  was  twenty-one.  In  addition  to  this,  one  general 
practitioner  held  antenatal  clinics  at  which  medical  hypnosis  was  used. 
The  number  of  general  practitioners  holding  clinics  for  children  only  was 
six. 

Assistant  M.O.H.  Midwife  General  Practitioner 

attending  attending  attending 


New  cases 

Attendances  New  cases 

Attendances  New  cases 

Attendances 

1957 

2,523 

17,770 

486 

1,493 

1,339 

7,775 

1958 

2,213 

14,951 

953 

3,587 

1,397 

8,563 

1959 

1,846 

12,622 

808 

2,934 

1,402 

8,880 

1960 

1,547 

10,061 

840 

3,335 

1,618 

10,287 

1961 

1,323 

8,141 

1,234 

4,841 

1,626 

10,644 

1962 

942 

6,032 

1,363 

5,556 

1,793 

11,704 

Attendances  at  Local  Authority  maternity  clinics  held  by  clinic 
medical  officers  dropped  considerably.  In  1946  they  dealt  with  79  per 
cent,  of  cases  delivered  in  the  City  compared  with  4 per  cent,  in  1962. 
Attendance  at  general  practitioner  clinics  and  midwives’  clinics  showed  a 
slight  increase. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  notifications  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  in  1962  compared  with  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  in  1961. 
Most  of  these  cases  were  of  a comparatively  trivial  nature,  but  they 
included  seven  cases  of  infants  with  gonococcal  ophthalmia. 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

No  cases  reported. 
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Statistics 

(1)  ANTENATAL  AND  POSTNATAL  CLINICS 

(a)  Local  Authority  Clinics 

(1)  Separate  antenatal  clinics  held  with  medical  officer  present ... 
New  expectant  mothers  attending 
Total  attendances 


261 

289 

1,759 


(2)  Expectant  mothers  attending  combined  antenatal  and  children's 
clinics: — 


New  mothers  attending 
Total  attendances 

Total  individual  mothers  attending  both  types  of  clinics  (1)  and  (2) 

(3)  Antenatal  clinics  with  midwife  only 

New  expectant  mothers  registered 
Total  attendances 

(4)  Primary  postnatal  examinations  at  clinics 

Total  postnatal  examinations 


653 

4,273 

1,164 

532 

1,363 

5,556 

230 

250 


(6)  General  practitioner  clinics  at  welfare  centres 
Antenatal: 

Total  of  examinations  of  mothers 
New  mothers  registered 
Rhesus  tests  ... 

Wassermann  reaction  tests  ... 
Haemoglobin  tests  ... 

Postnatal: 

Primary  postnatal  examinations  . . . 
Re-examinations 


...  11,704 
...  1,793 
...  1,007 
...  877 

...  1,174 

...  961 
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(2)  PRACTISING  MIDWIVES 

During  the  year  a total  of  398  (387  in  1961),  mid  wives  notified  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  : — 

City  domiciliary  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

City  domiciliary  day  mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Independent  domiciliary  mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Mid  wives  in  institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Mid  wives  in  private  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


(3)  NUMBER  OF  MIDWIVES  CEASING  TO  PRACTISE  IN  THE  CITY  113 

(114  in  1961) 

Domiciliary  midwives  and  day  midwives  who  left  the  City  in  1962  16 

Independent  domiciliary  midwives  ceasing  to  practise  ...  ...  4 

Hospital  mid  wives  ceasing  to  practise  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Midwives  in  nursing  homes  ceasing  to  practise  ...  ...  ...  4 
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(3a) 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES  IN  ACTIVE  PRACTICE 


Number  Number 


No.  in 
practice 
31.12.61 

Employed  by  local  authority  : 

(1)  Mid  wives  ...  108 

(2)  Day  midwives  22 

In  private  practice  : 

(1)  Living  in  City  ...  7 

(2)  Living  outside  City  6 


retired 

during 

year 

3 

1 


resigned 

during 

year 

7 

5 


T ransfers 


New  No.  in 
appoint-  practice 
ments  31.12.62 


(out) 

(in) 


10 

7 


(3b) 


VISITS  MADE  BY  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 


Antenatal  visits 

Doctor  booked  ... 
Midwife  booked 
Hospital  booked 
Investigations  ... 
Useless  visits  (no  access) 
Other  visits 


Postnaial  visits 
In  own  area 

In  other 
Midwives’  areas 


(a)  home  delivery 

(b)  hospital  delivery 

(a)  home  delivery  ... 

(b)  hospital  delivery 


(4)  CHEST  RADIOGRAPHY  OF  ANTENATAL  CASES 

Number  X-rayed  {full-size  films) 

Referred  from  Local  Health  Authority  Antenatal  Clinics 
Sorrento  Hospital  Antenatal  Clinic 
Lordswood  Hospital  Antenatal  Clinic 

Total  ...  

Analysis  of  results 

1.  Normal  cases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

(а)  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  (for  assessment  and/or 

treatment) 

(б)  Referred  to  family  doctor  only 
(c)  No  action  necessary  ... 


107 

24 

4 

5 


53,964 

2,228 

824 

3,170 

9,957 

11,869 

82,012 

91,399 

22,817 

31,580 

7,456 

153,252 


648 

1,258 

556 

2,462 

2.389 


12 

6 

23 


Total 


41 


3.  N on-tuberculous  conditions  of  heart  or  lungs 

(a)  Referred  to  hospital  or  clinic 

(b)  Referred  to  family  doctor  only 

(c)  No  action  necessary  ... 


8 

17 

7 


Total 


32 


113 


(5) 


RELAXATION  CLASSES 


Classes  were  taken  by  physiotherapists  weekly  at  11  centres  and  fortnightly 
at  2 centres;  each  week  by  midwives  at  22  centres  and  by  health  visitors  at 
1 1 centres. 


Individual  mothers  attending  ... 
booked  for  hospital  confinement 
booked  for  domiciliary  confinement 
Sessions  held  (relaxation  only) 


2,237 

1,207 

1,030 

1,813 


Sessions  held  (relaxation  combined  with  children’s  remedial  exer- 
cises) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,304 

Attendances  at  associated  mothercraft  classes  ...  ...  ...  11,685 


(6)  CHIROPODY  CLINICS  FOR  ANTENATAL  CASES 

Total  sessions  held 
Total  attendances 

Average  number  of  patients  called  per  session 
Average  number  of  attendances  per  session  ... 


122 

581 

8 

4-8 


(7) 


1. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DOMICILIARY  CONFINEMENTS  ATTENDED 
BY  MIDWIVES 

City  Private 
Midwives  Midwives 


{a)  Cases  supervised  by  general  practitioner  and 

midwife  antenatally  ...  ...  ...  1 ,Q11 

{b)  Number  of  1(a)  attended  by  general  prac- 
titioner at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  948 

(a)  Cases  supervised  by  welfare  centre  and  midwife 

antenatally  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

{b)  Number  of  2(a)  attended  by  general  prac- 
titioner at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Number  of  2(a)  for  which  medical  aid  was 

sought  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cases  which  were  hospital  bookings  ...  ...  ...  156 

(a)  Cases  not  booked  by  hospital  or  midwife  or 

centre  (no  ante-natal  care  in  Birmingham)  78 

{b)  Number  of  4(a)  attended  by  general  prac- 
titioner at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


(c)  Number  of  4(a)  for  which  medical  aid  was 


sought  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  babies  bom  in  ambulance  ...  ...  10 

(a)  Hospital  booked  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Hospital  not  booked  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  attended  by  midwife  ...  ...  8,168 


Total  number  attended  by  general  practitioner 


at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  961  (10-5%) 


8 

3 
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(8)  REQUESTS  FOR  MEDICAL  AID  BY  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 
ANALYSED  BY  CAUSE 


Midwife 

Doctor  booked 

hooked 

for  antenatal 

and  solely 

and  postnatal 

responsible 

care 

Mothers 

1. 

Antepartum  haemorrhage 

28 

62 

2. 

Chest  conditions 

— 

— 

3. 

Essential  hypertension 

10 

12 

4. 

Hydramnios 

2 

1 

5. 

Malpresentation. . . 

19 

65 

6. 

Multiple  pregnancy 

4 

5 

7. 

Other  antenatal  conditions 

5 

13 

8. 

Poor  general  condition 

2 

4 

9. 

Toxaemia 

8 

9 

10. 

Urinary  conditions 

1 

— 

11. 

Varicose  veins  ... 

— 

— 

12. 

Difficult  or  prolonged  labour  ... 

37 

135 

13. 

Foetal  distress  ... 

53 

37 

14. 

Postpartum  haemorrhage 

43 

24 

15. 

Laceration  of  perineum 

72 

351 

16. 

Obstetric  shock 

2 

2 

17. 

Premature  labour 

22 

45 

18. 

Retained  placenta 

13 

31 

19. 

Inflamed  breast 

4 

9 

20. 

Other  postnatal  complications 

21 

18 

21. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

23 

62 

22. 

Thrombosis  of  leg  veins 

7 

20 

23. 

Abortion 

4 

3 

24. 

Social  conditions 

7 

4 

Total  ...  ...  

392 

912 

Children 

1. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

57 

111 

2. 

Premature  birth  and  debility  ... 

2 

13 

3. 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

4. 

Deformity  or  malformation 

1 

7 

5. 

Jaundice 

4 

1 

6. 

Umbilical  inflammation 

— 

1 

7. 

Inflamed  breasts,  or  abscess  of 

— 

— 

8. 

Skin  eruption  phemphigus 

6 

6 

9. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions 

19 

48 

10. 

Other  causes 

8 

26 

Total  

97 

213 

== 
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(9)  EMERGENXY  MATERNITY  SERVICE  - ANALYSIS  OF  CASES 

Birming-  Out  of 
ham  City 
residents  residents 


Postpartum  haemorrhage  with  placenta  expelled 

46 

14 

Postpartum  haemorrhage  with  placenta  retained 

51 

12 

Retained  placenta  ... 

26 

6 

Abortion 

4 

2 

Eclampsia 

...  0 

2 

Other  ... 

14 

2 

141 

38 

(10 

ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  AND 

PUERPERAL  SEPSIS 

Birming- 

Out of 

ham 

City 

residents  residents 

1. 

Due  to  conditions  of  the  genital  tract 

80 

1 

2. 

Due  to  mastitis 

15 

1 

3. 

Due  to  extra-genital  conditions: — 

UrinaiA’ infection 

48 

0 

Influenza 

8 

2 

Upper  respirator^' infection  ... 

18 

0 

Chest  infection 

13 

1 

Thrombo  phlebitis 

4 

0 

No  apparent  cause 

13 

2 

4. 

Other  causes: — 

e.g.  post  operative  to  Caesarean  section,  perineal  sepsis. 

blood  tuansfusion  reactions,  etc. 

17 

0 

216 

7 

DOMICILIARY  CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Nine  midwives  specially  trained  were  engaged  in  the  domiciliary  care 
of  the  premature  infant.  The  premature  baby  midwife  takes  over  the  care 
of  the  mother  and  baby  from  the  booked  midwife  or  the  care  of  the  baby 
on  discharge  from  hospital.  She  may  visit  three  or  four  times  daily  and  is 
in  close  contact  with  the  family  doctor.  \Mien  her  specialised  care  is  no 
longer  necessary  she  hands  over  the  supervision  of  the  mother  and  baby 
to  the  health  \isitor. 

During  the  arctic  spell  tow^ards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  midwives  were 
kept  aw^are  of  the  need  of  educating  the  mother  to  prevent  cold  injury 
especially  to  the  premature  baby.  In  spite  of  this  four  premature  babies, 
who  w'ould  otherwise  have  been  looked  after  at  home,  w'ere  admitted  to 
hospital  suffering  from  this  complaint.  Another  baby  w'as  admitted  as  a 
result  of  rhesus  incompatibility.  Here  the  mother  had  come  from  another 
area  and  had  not  been  seen  by  a doctor  or  midwife.  Her  baby  arrived 
prematurely. 
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During  the  year  1962  there  were  1,052  premature  infants  in  the  follow- 
ing categories  and  a total  of  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  were  cared  for  by 
the  nine  premature  baby  midwives: — 

1.  Home  confinement  and  baby  after-care  at  home  ...  ...  ...  192 

In  this  category  there  were  three  sets  of  twins  and  six  babies  of 
twin  deliveries. 


The  birth  weight  distribution  was  as  follows: — ■ 

3 lbs.  5 ozs. — 4 lbs.  6 ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

4 lbs.  7 ozs. — 4 lbs.  15  ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

5 lbs. — 5 lbs.  8 ozs.  150 

There  were  no  neonatal  deaths. 


2.  Home  confinement  with  subsequent  admission  to  hospital  ...  124 

Forty-one  of  these  were  nursed  by  the  premature  baby  midwives 
on  discharge. 

There  were  nine  sets  of  twins  and  five  babies  of  twin  deliveries. 


The  birth  weight  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


2 lbs.  3 ozs.  and  under  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

2 lbs.  4 ozs.— 3 lbs.  4 ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

3 lbs.  5 ozs. — 4 lbs.  6ozs ...  46 

4 lbs.  7 ozs. — 4 lbs.  15  ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

5 lbs.  — 5 lbs.  8 ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Not  weighed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  time  lapse  before  admission  to  hospital,  varied  as  under: — 

Under  2 hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Over  2 hours  and  under  6 hours  ...  ...  ...  28 

Over  6 hours  and  under  12  hours  ...  ...  ...  5 


Admissions  to  hospital  for  the  following  reasons  - small  babies  (74),  poor  general 
condition  (25),  no  booking  arrangements  (9),  hospital  bookings  (5),  asphyxia  (7) 
home  conditions  unsuitable  (3),  accompanied  mother  (1). 

There  were  25  neonatal  deaths,  18  of  which  occurred  within  the  first  24  hours, 
due  to  hyaline  membrane  (7),  prematurity  (4),  atelectasis  and  malformation  (3), 
asphyxia  (3),  atelectasis  (2),  intra-cerebral  haemorrhage  (2),  malformation  (1), 
prematurity  and  meningitis  (1),  pulmonary  infection  (1),  neonatal  pneumonia  (1). 
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3.  Home  confinement,  after-care  at  home  followed  by  admission 

to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

There  was  one  baby  of  a twin  delivery. 

The  birth  rate  distribution  was  as  follows: — 

4 lbs.  7 ozs. — 4 lbs.  15  ozs....  ...  ...  ...  8 

5 lbs.  — 5 lbs.  8 ozs.  ...  ...  ...  . 7 

The  causes  for  admission  to  hospital  were  - poor  condition  (5),  cold  syndrome  (4), 
asphyxia  (4),  rhesus  incompatability  (1),  pyloric  stenosis  (1). 

There  were  four  neonatal  deaths  - cardiac  malformation  (2),  bronchiolitis  (1), 
broncho-pneumonia  (1). 

4.  Home  confinement,  not  transferred  to  premature  baby  mid- 
wife ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

There  were  three  babies  of  twin  deliveries. 

The  birth  weight  distribution  was  as  follows: — 

3 lbs.  5 ozs. — 4 lbs.  6 ozs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4 lbs.  7 ozs. — 4 lbs.  15  ozs....  ...  ...  ...  2 

5 lbs.  — 5 lbs.  8 ozs.  ...  ...  44 

The  reasons  for  non-transfer  were  - two  deaths  occurred  within  one  hour  after 
birth  (poor  condition  1;  absence  of  kidneys  1).  A third  in  apparently  good  weight  and 
condition,  deteriorated  and  died  from  hyaline  membrane.  The  remaining  44  were  of 
good  weight  and  condition. 

5.  Hospital  confinement,  after-care  by  premature  baby  midwife 

on  discharge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  666 

There  were  35  sets  of  twins  and  44  babies  of  twin 

deliveries. 

There  were  no  neonatal  deaths. 

6.  Premature  babies  born  en  route  to  hospital  in  ambulance  8 

Two  of  these  were  discharged  to  premature  baby  midwife. 

There  was  one  neonatal  death  within  2 hours  of  delivery 
dire  to  respiratory  distress  (weight  2 lbs.  3 ozs.) 

Total  

1,052 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

(SECTION  24  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

On  the  31st  December,  1962,  the  Department  employed  the  equivalent 
of  116  health  visitors  (111  whole-time  and  eight  part-time)  a decrease  of 
one  as  compared  with  the  117  available  on  31st  December,  1961. 

Visited  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  reached  91,427  (an 
increase  of  2,483  on  the  1961  figure)  giving  a case  load  of  788  per  health 
visitor,  as  compared  with  760  in  1961.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  visited  children 
were  of  the  coloured  population. 


Health  Visitors’  Training  Centre 

1.  Health  Visitors’  Training  Course 


The  fortieth  course  of  training  for  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health  commenced  on  1st  October, 
1962.  The  examination  will  take  place  in  Birmingham  on  1st,  2nd,  11th 
and  12th  July,  1963. 


The  response  to  the  advertisements  for  Birmingham  assisted  students 
showed  a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year.  An  analysis  of  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  enquiries  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Application  forms  not  returned 

Applications  without  the  required  qualifications 

Applications  considered  to  be  unsuitable 

Failed  entrance  examination 

Failed  to  attend  for  entrance  examination 

Applications  withdrawn  ... 

Applications  too  late 
Transferred  to  other  local  authorites  ... 
Applicants  not  resident  in  the  United  Kingdom 
Accepted  for  trainiu  g 


45 

6 

6 

56 

3 
7 

4 

3 

4 
21 
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Six  local  health  authorities  submitted  nineteen  candidates,  the  City 
Education  Department  sent  two  students,  and  one  independent  candidate 
was  accepted  for  training,  making  a total  of  43  students  including  those 
from  Birmingham. 

Thirty-eight  students  of  the  1961-62  Course  entered  for  the  Health 
Visitors’  Certificate  Examination  in  July,  1962.  Thirty-seven  students 
were  successful.  The  other  student  passed  the  examination  in  September. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Health  Visitors’  Training  Course  in  October 
1928,  1,182  students  have  obtained  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate. 

The  four  parts  of  the  syllabus,  the  Individual  and  the  Family,  Public 
Health,  Health  and  Welfare  Services  and  Social  Security,  and  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Health  Visiting  continue  to  be  covered  by  220  lectures. 
Although  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  syllabus  since  its  complete 
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revision  in  1950  it  has  been  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  with  the 
changing  pattern  of  life,  to  review  from  time  to  time  the  allocation  of 
lecture  hours.  As  a result  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
lectures  on  mental  health  and  the  care  of  the  aged,  and  to  help  students  to 
understand  some  of  the  problems  of  the  immigrant  population,  lectures  on 
this  topic  have  been  included  in  the  curriculum. 

To  correlate  theory  with  practice,  tutorials  are  given  throughout  the 
course,  and  discussions  and  seminars  continue  to  be  of  great  value  as 
methods  of  teaching  which  enable  students  to  make  an  active  contribution. 
Discussions  with  students  taking  the  Social  Study  Course  at  the  College  of 
Commerce  are  planned  again  this  year,  as  they  proved  to  be  of  value  to 
students  in  both  courses.  To  enable  students  to  assess  their  progress, 
written  work  is  given  and  end  of  term  examinations  are  held. 

Group  health  education  is  an  important  aspect  of  the  health  visitors’ 
work  and,  during  the  training,  practice  teaching  classes  are  arranged  at 
which  students  teach  their  colleagues.  They  also  are  encouraged  to  design 
and  make  their  own  visual  aids.  This  experience  is  followed  up  by  teaching 
at  the  relaxation  classes  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres. 

Practical  training,  which  is  the  vital  link  with  the  lecture  room,  is 
undertaken  in  the  Health,  Welfare,  Education  and  Children’s  Departments 
of  the  Corporation.  The  basic  skills  of  health  visiting  are  learned  in  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  centres,  the  school  clinics  and  in  the  homes  of 
the  people  where  the  students  observe  the  work  of  the  health  visitors. 
Later  in  the  course  the  students  visit  selected  families  under  the  super- 
vision of  their  centre  superintendents.  In  addition,  students  spend 
individual  sessions  with  the  health  visitors  specialising  in  the  care  of  the 
chronic  sick  and  infirm,  hospital  follow-up,  and  tuberculosis.  Other 
members  of  the  health  team  who  take  part  in  the  practical  training  of  the 
students  are  the  mental  welfare  officers,  district  nurses,  nursery  matrons, 
area  home  help  organisers  and  public  health  inspectors. 

To  widen  the  students’  knowledge  of  facilities  available  to  the 
community,  visits  of  observation  are  made  to  statutory  and  voluntary 
centres  of  interest.  Among  these,  for  example,  are  old  people’s  homes, 
special  schools,  blind  workshops,  play  centres,  community  centres,  factory 
welfare  departments  and  the  magistrates’  courts. 

For  seventeen  years  we  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  sharing  the 
practical  training  of  the  students  with  the  counties  and  county  boroughs 
of  the  West  Midland  Region.  The  interesting  and  well  planned  programmes 
are  evidence  of  the  high  standard  of  training  given,  and  the  students  very 
much  appreciate  this  opportunity  of  observing  the  health  visitors’  work  in 
other  areas. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  aU  those  in  Birmingham  and  in  the  neigh- 
bouring counties  and  county  boroughs  who  so  graciously  participate  in 
the  training  of  our  student  health  visitors. 
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2.  Training  of  Health  Visitor  Tutors 

On  1st  December  we  were  pleased  to  welcome  thirteen  health  visitor 
tutor  students  from  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing,  London,  for  two  weeks 
of  their  course.  During  their  visit  they  met  sectional  heads  of  the  Health, 
Welfare,  Education,  Children’s  and  Housing  Departments  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  members  of  voluntary  organisations  for  lectures  and 
discussions. 

As  the  main  interest  of  these  senior  post-certificate  students  lies  in 
the  field  of  health  education,  opportunity  was  given  for  observing  at  the 
health  education  sessions  of  experienced  health  visitors,  and  discussing 
health  education  principles  and  projects  with  the  organisers  in  the  Health 
Education  Section.  Time  was  also  spent  in  the  Health  Visitors’  Training 
Centre  discussing  the  training  of  health  visitors  with  the  tutors. 

To  comply  with  the  many  and  varied  requests  for  special  experience, 
individual  programmes  were  planned,  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  group  to  visit  Nechells  Green  Health  Centre,  the  Family  Service  Unit, 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Warwickshire  County  Health  Department, 
and  Cadbury’s  Factory  at  Bournville. 

Following  the  conclusion  of  their  course  letters  of  appreciation  were 
received  from  all  the  students. 

The  Senior  Health  Visitor  Tutor,  has  been  invited  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Nursing  to  act  as  one  of  the  examiners  in  Public  Health  and 
Public  Health  Nursing. 

3.  Training  of  Student  Nurses  in  Public  Health 

During  the  year  1962  the  Training  Centre  made  arrangements  for 
89  lectures  to  be  given  to  student  nurses  in  the  following  hospitals: 

All  Saints  (6),  Dudley  Road  (24),  Little  Bromwich  General  (17),  Selly  Oak  (17), 

St.  Chad’s  (5),  The  United  Birmingham  Hospitals  (20). 

This  year  we  were  asked  by  the  Tutor  at  All  Saints’  Hospital  to 
arrange  a course  on  Community  Care  for  their  final  year  nurses.  In  addition 
to  lectures,  visits  were  made  to  a special  school  for  educationally  sub- 
normal children,  family  homes,  day  nurseries,  old  people’s  homes,  and 
Nechells  Green  Health  Centre.  The  nurses  also  spent  a day  with  the  health 
visitors  and  district  nurses. 

The  Senior  Health  Visitor  Tutor  is  a member  of  the  Education 
Committee  at  All  Saints’  Hospital  and  Dudley  Road  Hospital. 

4.  Standing  Conference  on  Health  Visitors’  Training 

Dr.  D.  F.  Mahon,  Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Mrs. 
Hague,  Senior  Health  Visitor  Tutor,  regularly  attended  meetings  of  the 
Standing  Conference  held  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  representatives  of 
the  Birmingham  Training  Course. 
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Visits  of  Student  Nurses,  etc. 

Facilities  were  again  made  available  to  the  nurse  training  schools  in 
Birmingham  for  student  nurses  to  gain  experience  in  health  visiting  and 
464  nurses  in  training  accompanied  health  visitors  during  the  course  of 
their  visiting  and  attended  clinics  at  welfare  centres. 

Health  visitors  also  co-operated  in  the  training  of  other  professional 
students,  as  follows:  61  medical  students;  37  student  health  visitors  (each 
attending  centres  two  sessions  a week  for  nine  months);  131  student 
midwives  (each  making  five  visits);  115  student  district  nurses;  100  student 
nursery  nurses;  13  public  health  tutor  students;  7 midwifery  teacher 
students;  20  occupational  health  nurse  students;  48  social  study  students. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  visits  of  observation  have  been  arranged  for 
members  of  the  Socialist  Medical  Association,  the  Royal  Society  of  Health, 
theological  students,  health  visitors  attending  refresher  courses,  grammar 
school  pupils  and  doctors  and  nursing  officers  from  Great  Britain,  Japan, 
Austria,  France,  Kuwait,  Egypt  and  British  Guiana. 

In  all,  a total  of  1,253  interested  persons  visited  welfare  centres 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  868  in  1961. 


Health  Education  and  the  Health  Visitor 

Health  visitors  undertook  group  teaching  during  clinic  sessions  at 
welfare  centres,  in  schools  and  to  youth  and  adult  groups.  They  also  gave 
talks  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  at  general  practitioners’  clinics 
held  in  their  own  surgeries  and  at  these  4,903  attendances  were  made. 
Parents’  evening  meetings  held  at  welfare  centres,  at  which  there  were 
1,167  attendances,  again  gave  opportunity  for  teaching  and  obtaining  the 
co-operation  of  both  parents. 


Refresher  Courses  and  In-service  Training 

Nineteen  health  visitors  attended  approved  refresher  courses  arranged 
either  by  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  or  by  the  Health  Visitors’  Associa- 
tion and  one  health  visitor  attended  the  Health  Visitors’  Association 
International  Conference. 

Lectures,  hlms  and  talks  of  interest  were  given  to  all  health  visitors 
at  staff  meetings  during  the  year. 


Phenylketonuria 

No  new  cases  of  phenylketonuria  were  discovered  among  the  19,305 
children  born  and  tested  during  1962.  Four  older  children  were  referred  for 
further  investigation  following  the  tests  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of 
phenylketonuria  and  all  were  proved  to  be  negative. 


122 


The  following  children  were  not  tested: — 

Refusals  (to  permit  test)  ...  18 

Children  who  left  the  City  before  the  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Children  dying  prior  to  the  test  •••  ...  ...  393 

Children  born  during  1962  and  still  awaiting  test  at  year  end  ...  2,692 

Children  in  Homes  not  tested  or  awaiting  test  ...  ...  ...  18 


Additionally  3,030  children  born  during  the  latter  months  of  1961 
were  not  tested  until  1962,  all  with  negative  results.  In  this  group  there 
were  eleven  whose  parents  refused  the  test. 

Also  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  immigrants  to  the  City 
born  in  1961  but  not  tested  until  1962,  all  with  negative  results. 

Total  number  of  phenylketonuria  tests  in  1962  ...  ...  ...  22,490 

Special  Surveys 

During  the  year,  health  visitors  have  assisted  in  obtaining  information 
in  connection  with  the  following  surveys: 

“Investigation  of  Deaths  due  to  Measles”,  for  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

“Congenital  Abnormalities  Associated  with  Thalidomide”,  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

“Investigation  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Early  Pregnancy”,  for  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  in  collaboration  with  the  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  certain  hospitals. 

Housing  Management  Department  Hostels 

Hostels  for  the  homeless  were  visited  regularly  by  health  visitors 
during  the  year  when  particular  attention  was  given  to  child  management 
and  to  alleviating  the  many  problems  due  to  the  social  insecurity  of  the 
accommodated  families.  The  visiting  medical  officers  and  the  hostel 
wardens  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  health  visitors. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  individual  mothers  and 
children  visited  during  the  year: 


HOSTELS 

No.  of 
children 

visited 

No.  of 
expectant 
mothers 

visited 

No.  of 
families 
visited 

Total  No. 
of  visits 
to 

Hostels 

295,  Birchfield  Road,  20 

152 

20 

78 

60 

Bourne  House,  43  Trinity  Road,  20 

219 

28 

112 

58 

113a,  Burbury  Street,  Hockley  ... 

29 

6 

13 

21 

247,  Thimblemill  Lane,  Nechells  ... 

359 

39 

309 

60 

80,  Westley  Road,  Acocks  Green  ... 

188 

27 

95 

37 

112,  Moseley  Street,  12  ... 

418 

52 

273 

46 

Total... 

1,365 

172 

880 

282 
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“Sunnyside’%  Birmingham  Friendship  Housing  Association 
Hostel 

This  mother  and  baby  hostel  was  visited  by  the  area  health  visitor 
at  regular  intervals  during  the  year.  Expectant  mothers  were  contacted 
and  children  were  weighed  and  their  mothers  advised  regarding  feeding 
and  child  management.  Visits  were  made  to  36  children  and  32  mothers. 
In  addition  to  this,  children  living  at  the  hostel  made  30  attendances  at 
the  welfare  centre. 


Statistics 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS  (HOME  VISITS) 

(a)  ROUTINE  VISITS  TO  CHILDREN  UNDER  5 YEARS 
Primary  visits 

Routine  visits — children  0 — 12  months  ... 

Routine  visits — children  1 year  ... 

Routine  visits — children  2 — 5 years 


22,864 

56,048 

41,442 

84,017 


Total 204,371 


(b)  SPECIAL  VISITS  TO  CHILDREN  UNDER  5 YEARS  (ILLNESS,  SPECIAL 
ENQUIRIES,  NEGLECT,  ETC.) 

Children  0 — 12  months  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,403 

Children  1 year  ...  2,768 

Children  2 — 5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,986 

(c)  VISITS  TO  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 

Antenatal  first  visits  ...  2,494 

Antenatal  re-vieits  and  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,321 

(d)  POSTNATAL  VISITS,  ETC. 

Postnatal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  412 

Neonatal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Stillbirths  89 


(e)  MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS 
Scabies 

Domestic  helps 
Children  of  school  age 

Adults  (other  than  antenatal  and  postnatal  visits) 
Old  people  (women  60 men  65-}-) 

Hospital  follow-up  (by  area  health  visitors) 

To  general  practitioners 
Re  insanitary  conditions  ... 

Housing 


138 

30 

2,215 

2,276 

3,055 

29 

100 

114 

74 


Grand  Total  of  all  Visits  237,922 


Total  number  of  useless  calls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48,428 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

(SECTION  25  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  emphasised  the  importance  of  community 
care  and  the  need  for  the  integration  of  hospital  and  domiciliary  services 
so  that  continuity  of  care  may  become  an  established  practice.  The  district 
nurse  is  able  to  play  a positive  part  in  promoting  this  close  liaison  in  the 
tripartite  setting  of  the  National  Health  Service.  In  Birmingham  this 
is  accomplished  by: 


(1)  Co-operation  with  General  Practitioners 

During  1962  out  of  a total  of  14,630  new  cases  visited,  12,741  were 
referred  to  the  district  nurses  by  the  general  practitioners.  While  in 
attendance  on  the  patient  the  district  nurse  works  very  closely  with  the 
general  practitioner,  carrying  out  any  treatment  he  orders,  discussing 
matters  regarding  the  patient’s  condition  and  seeking  his  advice  on 
problems  which  may  arise.  This  liaison  and  consultation  establishes  a 
good  working  relationship  between  the  district  nurse  and  the  doctor. 

Two  doctors  in  the  City  felt  that  a much  closer  co-operation  with  the 
district  nurses  was  desirable  and  approached  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment with  a request  that  a district  nurse,  who  worked  within  the  area 
covered  by  their  practice,  should  visit  the  surgery  one  morning  each  week 
at  a certain  time  to  discuss  cases.  At  the  same  time  many  of  their  ambulant 
patients  whom  the  district  nurses  attended  in  their  own  homes  could  be 
treated  by  the  nurse  in  the  surgery.  Approval  was  given  for  this  scheme 
to  be  put  into  operation  for  an  experimental  period,  which  began  in 
September.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  actual  benefits  accrue  as  far  as  the 
general  practitioners,  the  patients  and  the  district  nurses  are  concerned. 


(2)  Links  with  the  Hospitals 

The  most  important  aspect  of  liaison  between  hospital  and  district 
nursing  staff  is  the  establishment  of  good  communications  concerning  the 
care  and  treatment  of  the  patient.  An  example  of  this  was  shown  in  the 
case  of  Miss  X.  She  was  ready  to  be  discharged  from  hospital  and  it  was 
found  necessary  for  her  to  continue  at  home  with  a highly  specialised  form 
of  treatment  which  was  rarely  carried  out  in  domiciliary  work.  The  district 
nurse  allocated  to  attend  the  patient  was  invited  to  visit  the  hospital  to 
meet  the  ward  sister  who  explained  and  demonstrated  the  procedure. 
Having  seen  the  methods  used  the  district  nurse  was  able,  with  some 
adaptation,  to  carry  out  successfully  the  procedure  in  the  patient's  home. 
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Any  meeting  together  in  a professional  capacity  of  hospital  and 
domiciliary  staff  is  bound  to  establish  greater  knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  both  aspects  of  the  service,  and  for  this  reason  the  district 
nurses  often  find  it  a rewarding  experience  to  take  on  their  rounds  student 
nurses,  pupil  nurses  and  post-registration  student  nurses.  During  1962, 
four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  such  nurses  accompanied  the  district 
nurses  and  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  gave  the  visiting  students  an 
insight  into  the  social  background  of  the  patients  and  the  scope  of  the 
domiciliary  services. 

The  district  nurses  continue  to  spend  approximately  one  day  a year 
in  hospital  having  first  made  their  choice  of  type  of  hospital.  The  matrons, 
ward  and  departmental  sisters  as  well  as  members  of  the  medical  staff 
have  been  unsparing  in  their  efforts  to  make  these  visits  pleasurable  and 
instructive  occasions.  This  has  resulted  in  an  interchange  of  ideas  and 
opinions  and  has  been  a prominent  factor  in  promoting  a greater  under- 
standing between  the  services. 

Last  year  short  courses  of  eight  sessions  in  rehabilitative  exercises 
were  given  to  three  groups  of  district  nurses  by  the  senior  physiotherapist 
and  her  staff  at  Summerfield  Hospital.  Realising  that  the  district  nurses 
would  benefit  by  more  intensive  instruction  over  a longer  period,  it  was 
agreed  that  each  district  nurse  in  turn  should  spend  two  weeks  in  the 
rehabilitative  unit  and  physiotherapy  department  of  Summerfield 
Hospital.  This  has  proved  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  district  nurses  who 
have  gained  both  an  understanding  and  knowledge  of  the  methods  used  in 
assisting  disabled  patients  to  achieve  a greater  degree  of  independence. 
Inevitably,  after  seeing  the  working  of  a progressive  department  in 
operation,  the  district  nurses  have  a deeper  understanding  of  the  specialised 
treatments  which  exist  for  each  type  of  patient. 

Our  sincere  thanks  must  be  expressed  to  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  the  medical,  nursing  and  physiotherapy  staff  for  making 
possible  this  close  liaison  with  the  hospital  service  and  for  the  many 
benefits  conferred  upon  the  district  nursing  staff. 


(3)  The  Local  Health  Authority  Service 

As  a member  of  the  Public  Health  nursing  team  the  district  nurse 
co-operates  actively  with  other  social  workers  and  nursing  staff.  She  keeps 
in  close  touch  with  her  nursing  colleagues  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  takes  part  in  regular  discussion  groups  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Administrative  Medical  Officer.  By  working  closely  with  health  visitors, 
district  home  help  organisers,  public  health  inspectors,  domiciliary 
chiropodists  and  staff  of  the  Health  Education  Section,  she  is  able  to  bring 
to  the  patient’s  aid  the  skills  and  resources  of  these  services. 
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(4)  The  Use  of  Voluntary  Organisations 

Despite  the  wide  benefits  of  the  statutory  services,  deficiencies  occur. 
The  voluntary  organisations  play  a notable  part  in  helping  to  bridge  these 
gaps.  We  are  especially  grateful  to  three  organisations  which  hav^  given 
outstanding  help  to  patients: 

The  Aston  Manor  Nursing  Institution  has  helped  by  issuing  supplies 
of  sick  room  requisites  to  all  the  district  superintendents  for  patients  in 
need,  by  making  grants  to  special  cases  and  by  sending  Christmas  hampers 
to  one  hundred  and  forty-five  patients. 

Through  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation,  on  an  average  eleven 
nurses  are  employed  to  attend  patients  by  day  or  night.  No  charge  is 
made  to  the  patients  for  this  service,  although  donations  to  the  Fund  are 
gratefully  accepted.  Throughout  the  year  eighty-nine  patients  were 
attended  by  these  nurses  at  a cost  to  the  Foundation  of  £1 ,484.  In  addition, 
through  the  Foundation’s  Welfare  Scheme,  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
patients  were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment,  toilet  necessities,  extra 
fuel,  clothing  and  bed  linen. 

It  is  becoming  obvious  that  even  more  nursing  care  and  ancillary 
help  is  needed  for  the  sick  and  infirm  in  their  own  hDmes,  especially  for 
the  elderly.  A suggestion  made  by  the  Nursing  Superintendent  of  the 
Birmingham  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  that  some  of  the 
members  would  be  willing  to  undertake  voluntary  nursing  duties  in  the 
Home  Nursing  Service  was  warmly  welcomed.  She  felt,  that  apart  from 
the  use  which  the  service  could  be  to  patients  and  the  district  nurses,  it 
would  also  provide  stimulating  and  valuable  experience  for  the  Red  Cross 
members  who  had  taken  nursing  courses.  At  a joint  meeting.  Red  Cross 
members  volunteered  to  give  their  services  for  varying  periods,  during 
ihe  evenings,  at  week-ends  and  when  suitable  in  normal  working  hours. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  volunteers  should  be  attached  to  the  district 
nursing  centre  most  convenient  to  them,  that  in  the  first  place  they  should 
accompany  the  district  nurses  for  a time  and  that  afterwards  they  should 
visit  selected  cases  on  their  own.  The  help  they  have  given  has  been 
extremely  valuable.  They  have  assisted  in  the  care  of  heavy  patients, 
helped  in  the  rehabilitation  of  patients  just  becoming  mobile  and  bathed 
others,  also  attending  to  their  general  comfort. 

It  is  encouraging  to  realise  that  there  are  these  voluntary  bodies  to 
assist  the  district  nurses  in  the  care  of  their  patients. 
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District  Nurse  Training 

During  the  year  thirty-five  students  took  the  examination  for  the 
Queen’s  Roll  and  thirty-four  passed.  The  successful  candidates  received 
the  Certificate  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  and  the  National 
Certificate  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Two  students  entered  for  the  course 
and  subsequently  withdrew,  one  for  domestic  and  the  other  for  health 
reasons.  Of  the  thirty-four  successful  candidates  six  had  worked  for  not 
less  than  two  years  as  district  nurses  and  were  seconded  to  take  the  course 
of  district  nursing  without  reduction  in  salary,  as  recommended  by  the 
Nurses’  and  Midwives’  Whitley  Council. 

There  have  always  been  employed  a number  of  state  enrolled  nurses 
in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  and  when  first  appointed  they  spend  a 
month  at  the  District  Nurse  Training  Centre  where  they  are  initiated 
into  the  work  on  the  district  and  given  advice  regarding  the  domicilary 
care  of  patients.  In  January  a communication  was  received  from  the 
Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  setting  out  a syllabus  for  a formal 
eight  weeks’  course  of  instruction  as  an  introduction  to  district  nursing 
for  state  enrolled  nurses  and  asking  if  we  would  agree  to  conduct  a pilot 
course  at  the  end  of  which  written  and  practical  assessments  would  be 
made  and  those  who  were  successful  would  receive  a Certificate  from  the 
Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  Although  the  state  enrolled  nurse 
works  under  the  watchful  guidance  of  a state  registered  nurse  the  district 
nursing  superintendents  were  in  agreement  that  a properly  organised 
course  of  instruction  should  be  given  to  state  enrolled  nurses,  especially 
as  their  numbers  on  the  district  were  increasing  - thirty  full  and  six  part- 
the  state  enrolled  nurses  had  greatly  benefited  from  the  courses  and  that  a 
against  twenty-three  full  and  eight  part-time  in  1958. 

A pilot  course  was  arranged  to  commence  in  May  and  six  state 
enrolled  nurses  entered;  a second  course  was  held  in  August  and  a group  of 
six  again  entered.  All  the  nurses  in  each  group  were  successful  in  the 
subsequent  assessments  and  a full  report  on  both  courses  was  submitted 
to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  It  was  generally  agreed  that 
the  state  enrolled  nurses  had  greatly  benefited  from  the  courses  and  that  a 
higher  standard  of  patient  care  had  resulted. 


Staff 

Three  district  nursing  superintendents  from  the  Bordesley,  Aston  and 
Washwood  Heath  district  nursing  centres  retired  from  the  Service  during 
the  year.  A senior  nurse  was  promoted  to  the  superintendent’s  post  at  the 
Bordesley  centre.  Shortly  after  her  appointment  a buffet  tea  was  arranged 
to  which  the  general  practitioners  and  other  health,  welfare  and  social 
workers  in  the  area  were  invited.  This  was  well  attended  and  provided  a 
good  oportunity  for  these  people  to  meet  each  other. 
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It  has  always  been  possible  to  recruit  a high  proportion  of  married 
nurses  to  the  district  nursing  service  and  they  make  a valuable  contri- 
bution. The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  married  as  compared 
with  single  nurses  who  were  on  the  staff  on  31st  December,  1962: 


MARRIED  AND  SINGLE  STAFF  OF  THE  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 
EMPLOYED  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1962 


Single 

Married 

Full 

time 

Part 

time 

Full 

time 

Part 

time 

Total 

Superintendents 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Deputy  Superintendents 
Superintendents  of  District 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

N ursing  Centres  ... 

3 

__ 

2 

— 

5 

Assistant  Superintendents  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

S.R.N.’s  with  District  training 
S.R.N.’s  without  district 

40 

— 

66 

4 

no 

training 

6 

1 

9 

28 

44 

S.E.N.’s  

14 

— 

16 

6 

36 

Student  District  Nurses 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

68 

1 

93 

39 

201 

During  1962  there  were  twenty-one  bathing  attendants  employed 
in  the  Home  Nursing  Service;  they  paid  24,792  visits  to  7,289  persons  as 
compared  with  21,536  visits  to  6,392  persons  in  1961. 


The  Children’s  Home  Nursing  Unit 

The  work  of  the  Children’s  Home  Nursing  Unit  showed  a slight 
increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year;  10,936  visits  were  paid  to  1,182 
children;  of  these  1,133  were  new  patients. 

The  new  patients  were  in  the  following  age  groups: — 


0 — 12  months 

... 

... 

... 

... 

319 

1 — 4 years 

... 

... 

... 

... 

539 

5 — 14  years 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

275 

1,133 

An  interesting  feature  shown  in  the  year's  work  has  been  the  greater 
number  of  referrals  made  by  the  hospitals,  principally  the  Children's 
Hospital  and  Dudley  Road  Hospital  as  the  unit  operates  within  their 
catchment  areas. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended  and  visits 
paid  during  the  past  five  years  and  the  sources  from  which  the  patients 
were  referred: — 


Cases 

BjF 

from 

prev. 

year 

Cases  referred  by 

New 

cases 

Total 

cases 

Total 

visits 

Drs. 

Hosp. 

Public 

Health 

Dept. 

Other 

sources 

1958 

15 

628 

643 

7,365 

598 

24 

6 

— 

1959 

28 

870 

898 

9,397 

799 

68 

3 

— 

1960 

33 

1,203 

1,236 

00 

00 

00__ 

1,110 

92 

1 

— 

1961 

55 

1,076 

1,131 

10,798 

941 
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4 

5 

1962 

49 

1,133 

1,182 

10,936 

959 

158 

16 

— 

The  children’s  home  nurses  have  always  paid  several  visits  during 
the  day  to  very  ill  children  and  on  many  occasions  have  also  visited  them 
in  the  night.  It  has  long  been  felt  that  a more  comprehensive  service 
should  be  provided  for  sick  children  at  home  and  that  a skilled  nurse 
should  be  available  during  the  night  as  well  as  during  the  day.  After 
consideration  it  was  decided  that  a district  nurse  with  Queen’s  training, 
and  of  necessity  a motorist,  should  be  on  duty  from  8 p.m.  to  7 a.m.  each 
night  except  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Her  work  would  involve  visiting  any 
new  patient,  patients  requiring  a specific  late  evening  or  night  treatment 
and  being  on  call  for  any  child  who  was  very  ill.  It  was  decided  that  the 
hrst  three  to  six  months  of  the  scheme  should  be  deemed  an  experimental 
period. 

The  scheme  was  made  known  to  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

On  the  3rd  September,  1962,  an  experienced  district  nurse  was 
seconded  to  night  duty.  The  service  started  slowly  but  as  it  became  known 
that  a nurse  was  on  night  duty  more  use  was  made  of  her  services. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  attended  and  visits 
paid  during  the  first  four  months  that  the  scheme  has  been  in  operation: — 


No.  of  patients 
attended 

No.  of  visits 
paid 

Sept. 

16 

31 

Oct. 

25 

98 

Nov. 

35 

97 

Dec. 

46 

81 

A report  from  the  nurse  operating  the  service  says  “very  ill  children 
are  nursed  during  the  night  and  the  mothers  state  that  their  anxiet}/  is 
lessened  by  the  fact  of  knowing  a nurse  is  on  duty.’’ 
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Nechells  Green  Health  Centre 

The  work  of  the  district  nurses  attached  to  the  Nechells  Green  Health 
Centre  has  again  shown  an  increase  and  the  number  of  treatments 
given  was  10,491  compared  with  7,233  in  1961.  The  added  numbers  are 
due,  as  might  be  expected,  to  the  extensive  housing  redevelopment  in 
this  area  with  a resulting  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  using  the 
facilities  of  the  Health  Centre. 

The  monthly  treatments  carried  out  at  the  request  of  general  prac- 
titioners working  from  the  Health  Centre  were  as  follows: — 


J anuary 

659 

April 

898 

July 

981 

October 

985 

February 

719 

May 

884 

August 

948 

November 

1,001 

March 

920 

June 

834 

September  997 

December 

665 

In  addition  to  the  above,  eighty-two  treatments  were  given  to 
ambulant  patients  who  were  referred  either  by  district  nurses  themselves 
or  by  other  doctors  in  the  locality. 

Statistics 

(1)  CASES  NURSED  BY  THE  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

(а)  Number  of  patients  attended 

Cases  on  books,  1st  January,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,800 

New  cases  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,630 

Total  cases  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,430 

Total  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  591,262 

(б)  Ages  of  patients 

Under  5 years 
5-14  years 
15-64  years  ... 

65  years  and  over 


(c)  Cases  referred  by 

General  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,741 

Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,511 

Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Transferred  from  other  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Other  sources  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


14,630 


Cases  on  books 

New  cases 

Is^  Jan.,  1962 

1962 

52 

1,243 

27 

683 

1,041 

6,085 

2,680 

6,619 
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(2)  CLASSIFICATION  BY  DISEASE  OR  DISORDER  OF  NEW  CASES  DEALT 


WITH  BY  THE  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

(а)  Medical 

Arthritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  307 

Respiratory  conditions:  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,545 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  507 

Cardiac  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  996 

Cerebral  catastrophies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  821 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

Malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  945 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,020 

Other  medical  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,510 

Enemas  administered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,479 

(б)  Infectious  diseases 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Other  notifiable  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

[c]  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Antenatal  complications  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Postnatal  complications  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Conditions  requiring  pessary  renewals .. . ...  ...  ...  71 

{d)  Surgical 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,063 

Operations  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Treatment  to  ulcerated  legs  ...  363 

Other  dressings  ...  ...  ...  1,060 


14,630 


[e)  New  cases  visited,  according  to  disease  or  disorder,  by  Children’s  Unit  (included 


in  the  above  figures) 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  pleural  effusion  ...  ...  ...  389 

Tonsilitis,  otitis  media,  adenitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Abscesses,  boils  and  other  skin  conditions  ...  ...  ...  198 

Gastro-intestinal  conditions,  including  enemas  given 121 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system  ...  ...  ...  8 

Disease  of  kidney ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diabetes  mellitus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Other  medical  conditions...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Post-operative  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Orthopaedic  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Eye  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bums  and  scalds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


1,133 
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LOAN  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 


(SECTION  28  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

The  number  of  articles  of  special  equipment  on  loan  during  1962  was 
4,323,  an  increase  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  over  the  previous  year, 
and  the  number  of  articles  of  sick  room  equipment  increased  by  five 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  to  7,406.  The  amount  contributed  in  loan  charges 
was  ;f2,185,  an  increase  of  £100  compared  with  1961. 

The  number  of  applications  for  the  loan  of  all  types  of  sick  room  and 
special  equipment  was  higher  than  during  1961  at  11,729,  an  increase  of 
8-25  per  cent.  The  number  of  walking  aids,  sick  feeders  and  commodes 
loaned  showed  a marked  increase  in  the  year. 

The  loan  of  enuresis  units  for  children,  started  early  in  1962,  has  been 
welcomed  by  many  parents,  and  the  results  reported  have  been  satis- 
factory. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  success  with 
children  in  the  age  group  four  years  to  nine  years  was  80  per  cent.,  but 
over  ten  years  the  reported  successes  fell  to  55  per  cent.  In  a few  instances 
the  lack  of  success  with  the  equipment  appeared  to  be  non  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  parents.  In  the  case  of  older  children  instances  have 
been  reported  of  the  child  being  unco-operative  by  switching  off  the  bell 
when  wakened,  going  to  sleep  and  then  wetting  the  bed.  The  units  are 
loaned  only  on  the  recommendation  of  the  general  practitioner,  and  the 
period  of  loan  is  restricted  to  three  months  when  an  extension  is  granted 
if  it  is  considered  desireable.  A charge  of  ten  shillings  per  unit  for  the 
three  months  has  readily  been  paid,  and  man}^  parents  have  expressed 
gratitude  for  the  facility  provided. 

During  1962  a limited  number  of  geriatric  chairs  were  purchased  and 
loaned  to  selected  persons,  with  good  results.  The  provision  of  these 
chairs  for  persons  who  experience  great  difficulty  in  getting  to  their  feet 
I from  modern  furniture  has  proved  to  be  beneficial  to  both  the  patient 
' and  the  persons  looking  after  them.  The  use  of  self-lift  chairs,  with  spring 
1 controlled  seats  in  cases  of  severe  disablement,  has  also  been  tried  wdth 
I success.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  aged  persons  in  possession  of  the  old 
! fashioned  Windsor-type  high  backed  wooden  armchair  find  great  comfort 
I in  this  chair,  when  it  is  suitably  draped  with  a blanket,  and  can  be  in- 
j dependent  of  outside  assistance. 
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LOAN  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  1960-1962 


Amounts  of  special  equipment  on 

loan 

during 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Wheel  chairs 

1052 

1147 

1134 

Merlin  chairs 

354 

442 

500 

Stairway  chairs  ... 

24 

21 

20 

Spinal  carriages  ... 

3 

6 

5 

Bedsteads  ... 

562 

604 

637 

Special  mattresses 

394 

495 

427 

Fracture  boards 

108 

105 

106 

Lifting  poles  and  chains 

253 

253 

275 

Self-operating  tilting  beds 

2 

2 

2 

Crutches,  pairs 

94 

107 

137 

Walking  sticks 

504 

634 

763 

Walking  machines 

78 

158 

204 

Lifting  apparatus 

13 

23 

23 

Ripple  beds  (Anti-decubiti) 

— 

— 

7 

Enuresis  units 

— 

— 

72 

Geriatric  chairs  ... 

3441 

3997 

11 

4323 

Amounts  of  normal  sick-room  equipment 

on  loan 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Air  beds 

3 

13 

11 

Air  rings  and  sorbo  cushions 

802 

854 

942 

Back  rests 

778 

762 

679 

Bed  pans  ... 

1368 

1196 

1253 

Leg  cradles 

311 

351 

394 

Mackintosh  sheets 

1309 

1225 

1355 

Urinals 

664 

619 

685 

Sick  feeders 

59 

100 

170 

Commodes 

1468 

1596 

1793 

Bed  chairs 

8 

5 

2 

Miscellaneous  items 

103 

6873 

117 

6838 

122 

7406 

DOMICILIARY  LAUNDRY  SERVICE 

(SECTION  28  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  this  service  during  1962  was  eight 
hundred  and  tw^enty-nine,  an  increase  of  ninety-three  compared  with  1961. 
Although  new  applications  showed  a marked  increase  over  previous  years, 
more  people  ceased  to  need  the  service.  Thus  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  five  fewer  cases  than  at  the  beginning.  A reflection  of  this  increase 
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is  in  the  quantity  of  linen  laundered  at  the  Public  Health  Department 
laundry  - 170,054  articles  weighing  eighty-seven  tons  in  1962,  compared 
with  156,506  articles  weighing  seventy-nine  and  a half  tons  in  1961. 

The  arrangements  introduced  late  in  1961  for  the  issue  of  emergency 
packs  of  linen  from  the  district  nursing  centres  had  proved  to  be  very 
helpful  to  the  patients  and  their  relatives.  The  extensive  use  of  this 
facility  by  the  district  nurses,  particularly  in  cases  of  illness  where  a 
person  is  only  likely  to  be  nursed  at  home  for  a short  period,  is  the  major 
reason  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  using  the  service  during 
the  year.  The  district  nurse  is  only  concerned  with  arrangements  for  the 
delivery  of  a pack  of  linen  to  the  patient  and  sending  the  appropriate 
notification  to  the  Head  Office.  The  replacement  of  the  pack  issued  from 
the  district  nursing  centre  stock  and  the  issue  of  further  supplies  of  clean 
linen  and  collection  of  soiled  linen  from  the  patient’s  house  takes  place 
on  the  next  normal  delivery  day.  For  ease  of  administration  each  emerg- 
ency pack  is  identical  comprising  one  laundry  bag  with  laundry  book, 
eight  draw  sheets,  four  sheets,  four  pillow  cases  and  a note  giving  the 
patients  instructions  on  the  use  of  the  service.  The  quantity  of  linen 
included  has  been  found  with  experience  to  be  adequate  to  meet  the 
needs  of  patients  until  the  normal  service  can  be  started. 

The  charges  for  the  service  were  not  altered  during  1962  and  the 
amount  collected  during  the  year  was  £2,068  (£1,985  in  1961). 

The  basis  for  the  charges  made  for  the  loan  and  laundering  of  the 
linen  has  not  been  altered  since  the  inception  of  the  service  in  August,  1951 
although  the  maximum  charge  has  been  increased  on  two  occasions. 
Although  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  collecting  the  assessed 
charges  and  bad  debts  have  averaged  less  than  £1  per  £1,000,  it  was 
considered  that  the  charges  could  be  simplified  and  a more  equitable 
basis  of  charge  could  be  introduced.  Proposals  for  the  substitution  of  a 
weekly  charge,  payable  irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  linen  laundered,  in 
place  of  the  charge  for  each  bimdle  laundered  have  been  accepted  and 
will  come  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1963. 


DOMICILIARY  LAUNDRY  SERVICE 


Number  of  cases  on  books,  1st  January  1962 
New  applications 


226 


603 


Total 


829 


Cases  removed  during  year 

Cases  still  on  books  at  31st  December,  1962 


608 

221 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CASES 


No.  oj 

Service  discontinued 

Service  not 

started 

1962 

approved 

Quarter 

appli- 

Other 

1 Other 

Total 

ending 

cations 

Died 

Hosp. 

reasons 

Died 

Hosp. 

I reasons 

31  Mar. 

213 

117 

59 

25 







201 

30  June 

131 

83 

43 

24 

— 

— 

— 

150 

30  Sep. 

114 

66 

30 

20 

— 

— 

— 

116 

31  Dec. 

145 

81 

47 

11 

1 

1 

141 

1 

603 

347 

179 

80 

1 

1 

— 

608 

LOAN  OF  FIREGUARDS 

(SECTION  28  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

The  number  of  fireguards  issued  in  1962  increased  to  five  hundred 
and  eight  compared  with  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  during  1961. 

Fireguards  are  loaned  free  of  charge  to  necessitous  cases,  for  the 
protection  of  the  aged  and  infirm  and  to  families  with  young  children 
where  financial  circumstances  justify  this  course. 

The  increase  in  the  demand  for  this  service  is  attributable  to  more 
requests  from  district  nurses  and  health  visitors  for  guards  for  the  aged 
and  infirm.  The  guards  loaned  to  this  section  of  the  community  generally 
are  only  required  for  a relatively  short  period  which  is  indicated  by  the 
marked  increase  in  the  number  returned  during  1962,  being  three  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  compared  with  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  in  1961. 

When  circumstances  justify,  fireguards  are  loaned  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  health  visitors  where  there  is  a danger  to  young  children 
because  the  parents  are  unable,  or  in  some  cases  unwilling,  to  provide 
adequate  protection  for  them.  A charge  of  5/-  per  year  is  made  until  the 
cost  of  the  guard  has  been  paid  in  cases  where  it  is  considered  that  the 
parents  are  in  a financial  position  to  buy  a guard. 

The  guards  loaned  conform  to  BS  Specification  2788  or  3140  according 
to  the  type  of  fireplace. 

LOAN  OF  FIREGUARDS, 

Number  of  guards  on  loan  1st  January,  1962  ...  ...  ...  860 

Number  issued  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  508 

1,368 

Number  returned  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  398 

Number  on  loan  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  970 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


(SECTION  27— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

The  grand  total  of  patients  conveyed  by  the  Ambulance  Service 
during  1962  was  426,031  compared  with  413,882  in  1961.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  in  the  number  of  cases  carried  by 
the  Accident  Section  but  an  increase  of  13,090  in  the  number  of  cases 
carried  by  the  Removals  Section,  giving  a net  increase  of  12,149. 


Whilst  a proportion  of  the  increase  of  13,090  in  removal  cases  was 
met  by  directly  provided  ambulances,  a further  substantial  increase  in  the 
use  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service  and  private  hire  cars  was  necessary.  This  is 
illustrated  in  the  following  table: — 


HOSPITAL  REMOVAL  CASES 


1961 

1962 

Directly  provided  service  ... 

359,803 

361,604 

Hospital  Car  Service 

25,412 

28,388 

Private  hire  cars 

9,168 

17,481 

394,383 

407,473 

The  trend  in  the  number  of  cases  conveyed  by  directly  provided 
ambulances  of  the  Removals  Section  of  the  Service  over  the  past  four 
years  is  illustrated: — 

Patients  conveyed  by 

directly  provided  ambulances  of  Comparison  with  previous  years 


Year 

Hospital  Removal  Service 

Increase 

Decrease 

1959 

349,678 

8,916 

— 

1960 

346,676 

— 

3,002 

1961 

359.803 

13,127 

— 

1962 

361,604 

1,801 

— 

Detailed  statistics  under  various  classifications  are  shown  in  the 
following  table,  which  also  gives  comparative  figures  for  the  past  five 
years. 
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HOSPITAL  REMOVAL  AMBULANCES  (DIRECTLY  PROVIDED) 
COMPARATIVE  ANNUAL  TOTALS  OF  CASES  CARRIED  ACCORDING  TO 

CLASSIFICATION 


A nalysis 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Clinic  cases 

250,470 

258,680 

257,324 

271,422 

273,398 

Admissions 

27,873 

30,412 

31,047 

31,847 

33,902 

Discharges 

32,960 

32,560 

31,209 

29,698 

29,899 

Transfers 

7,935 

7,734 

8,025 

8,400 

8,671 

Emergency 
Maternity  Service 

104 

127 

133 

137 

179 

Maternity 

8,428 

8,253 

8,981 

9,086 

9,180 

1 

p MonyhuU — 

Psychiatric  ... 

1,155 

1,194 

748 

547 

542 

Out-  J 
posted  ^ 

1 Little  Bromwich 
Infectious 

1,612 

964* 

units 

1 Yardley  Green — 

1 Tuberculosis  ... 

8,797 

8,330 

7,920 

7,368 

4,733+ 

Miscellaneous 

1,428 

1,424 

1,289 

1,298 

1,100 

Totals  

340,762 

349,678 

346,676 

359,803 

361,604 

Notes:  *On  31st.  May,  1959,  ambulances  outposted  at  Little  Bromwich  Hospital  for 
infectious  work  were  withdrawn  to  the  main  depot.  From  that  date  cases 
carried  by  these  ambulances  are  included  in  other  categories,  mainly 
"Admissions”. 

t As  from  1st.  August,  1962,  tuberculosis  cases  were  placed  in  other  categories, 
i.e.  admissions,  discharges,  clinics,  etc. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  DIVIDED  INTO  STRETCHER  AND 

SITTING  CASES 


(Directly  provided  ambulances) 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Stretcher  cases 

Sitting  cases 

77,432 

263,330 

79,431 

270,247 

78,366 

268,310 

80,982 

278,821 

88,521 

273,083 

TOTALS 

340,762 

349,678 

346,676 

359,803 

361,604 

Trends  in  this  ratio  over  the  past  four  years  are  shown: — 


RATIO  OF  SITTING  TO  STRETCHER  CASES 
(Directly  provided  ambulances) 

1959  3-40  : 1 1961  3-44  : 1 

1960  3-42  : 1 1962  3-08  : 1 

It  will  be  noted  that  of  the  total  increase  of  13,090  in  ambulance 
removal  cases,  no  fewer  that  7,539  were  stretcher  cases.  Taking  into 
account  sitting  cases  carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service  and  private  hire 
cars  as  well  as  by  the  directly  provided  service,  the  normal  proportion  of 
stretcher  cases  is  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  total,  but  this  rose  to  21  *7  per 
cent,  in  1962.  This  is  due  to  the  growing  hospital  practice  of  shorter 
stays  for  in-patients  which  results  in  their  being  discharged  as  stretcher 
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cases  instead  of  sitting  cases.  The  transport  of  stretcher  cases  is  more 
expensive  in  terms  of  manpower,  vehicles  and  time  and  so  the  trend 
places  an  appreciable  extra  burden  on  the  Ambulance  Service. 

Principal  variations  in  the  classihed  analysis  of  the  patients  carried 
by  directly  provided  ambulances  of  the  Removals  Service  occured  as 
follows: — 

Increases  Clinic  cases  (all  forms  of  out-patient  treatment)  ...  1,976 

Admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,055 


Accident  Ambulances 

Early  in  March  the  takeover  by  ambulance  staff  from  hremen  of  the 
manning  of  accident  ambulances  was  completed  and  further  progress 
was  made  in  extending  the  use  of  these  ambulances  to  all  types  of 
emergency  work. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  calls  and  casualties  carried 


by  the  Accident  Section,  the  comparative  hgures  being  as  follows: — 


1961 

1962 

Calls 

20,408 

19,552 

Casualties 

19,499 

18,558 

Under  mutual  assistance  arrangements  with  neighbouring  authorities, 
the  Service  provided  accident  ambulances  in  response  to  twelve  incidents 
outside  the  city  boundary. 

A detailed  analysis  of  calls,  classihed  injuries,  hospitals  to  which 
casualties  were  conveyed  and  the  number  of  fatalities  with  comparative 
hgures  for  the  previous  year  is  shown  in  the  following  tables: — 

ACCIDENT  AMBULANCE  CALLS 
Location  of  Calls 


1961 

1962 

Street  accidents  involving  vehicles  ... 

4,719 

4,438 

Factory  accidents 

928 

881 

Private  houses  ... 

7,093 

6,310 

Offices  ... 

61 

111 

Shops  and  restaurants... 

563 

628 

Outdoor  (other  than  street  accidents) 

4,405 

4,483 

Licensed  premises 

441 

467 

Schools  ... 

481 

462 

Cinemas  and  theatres  ... 

91 

83 

Other  premises 

1.498 

1,468 

False  alarms  (malicious) 

128 

221 

Total  ... 

...  20,408 

19,552 

day 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  accident  calls  during  the 
in  relation  to  the  age  group  of  casualties  ; — 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  INJURIES  TO  PATIENTS  CARRIED  IN  AMBULANCES 


Fractures 

1961 

2,360 

1962 

2,017 

Wounds 

4,839 

3.509 

Collapse,  fits,  strokes  ... 

3,727 

3,678 

Abrasions  and  bruises 

861 

1,871 

Gas  poisoning  ... 

145 

160 

Drowning 

2 

6 

Eye  injuries  ... 

... 

70 

270 

Dislocations  and  sprains 

397 

947 

Hanging 

2 

2 

Concussion,  shock 

1,649 

1,409 

Haemorrhage  ... 

601 

557 

Scalds  and  burns 

521 

537 

Poisoning 

595 

682 

Not  classified  ... 

... 

3,730 

2.913 

Total 

...  19,499 

18,558 

DESTINATION  OF  CASUALTIES 


1961 

1962 

Accident  Hospital 

... 

5,615 

5,120 

General  Hospital 

... 

7,930 

7,474 

Other  hospitals 

... 

5,818 

5,791 

Casualties  carried  in  ambulances  but  not  taken  to 

hospital 

136 

173 

Total 

• •• 

19,499 

18,558 

FATALITIES 

1961  1962 

Number  of  persons  found  dead  on  arrival  of 

ambulances  288  284 
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METHOD  OF  TRANSMISSION  OF  CALLS 

1962 

G.P.O.  “999”  system 

...  14,446 

Police  Information  Room 

2,432 

Exchange  telephone  ... 

1,890 

Private  wire  telephones 

35 

Messenger 

514 

Radio  ... 

168 

Observed  by  ambulance  crew 

Total 

67 

...  19,552 

Ambulance  Fleet 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  established  strength  of 
the  fleet,  viz.: — • 

Dual  purpose  (stretcher)  ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Sittinsj  case  ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sitting  case  cars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ambulance  coach  (20  seater)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Conveyance  of  Patients  by  Rail 

It  was  possible  to  convey  only  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  long 
distance  cases  on  the  ambulance /rail /ambulance  basis,  compared  with 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  the  previous  year. 

Service  ambulances  were  provided  at  the  request  of  other  local 
health  authorities  to  meet  trains  at  city  railway  stations  and  transport 
some  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  patients  either  to  final  destinations 
or  to  other  railway  stations  to  continue  journeys. 

Mutual  Assistance 

Some  61,555  patients  were  conveyed  on  over-the-border  journeys 
during  the  3^ear  either  outwards  from  the  City  or  inwards  to  the  City  in 
pursuance  of  a policy  of  the  utmost  co-operation  with  neighbouring 
authorities  to  secure  econom^^  in  the  use  of  ambulances. 

Maternity  Cases 

A further  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  maternity’  cases  conveyed 
from  home  addresses  to  the  various  maternity  hospitals  during  the  3'ear, 
the  total  being  9,180  as  against  9,086. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  calls  for  ambulances  for 
the  Emergency  Maternity  Service  operated  by  Loveday  Street  IMatemity 
Hospital  as  against  one  hundred  and  thirt^'-seven  in  the  previous  year. 
Some  51,516  cases  were  conveyed  to  and  from  Marston  Green  Maternity 
Hospital  b}'  the  ambulance  Coach  for  out-patient  attendance.  This 
represents  a further  increase  on  the  figure  of  48,591  for  the  previous  3^ear. 
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Mileage 


The  following  table  shows  the  division  of  mileage  into  the  Sections 
of  the  Service  over  the  past  hve  years. 

195S  1959  1960  1961  1962 

Hospital  Removal 

Ambulances  1,525,666  1,513,621  1,500,111  1,533,559  1,604,459 

Accident  Ambulances  ...  107,495  127,774  134,258  132,330  123,942 

Outposted  Ambulances  ...  96,288  82,180  66,377  62,453  — * 


1,729,449  1,723,575 


1,700,746  1,728,342  1,728,401 


Note:  * During  1959  ambulances  outposted  at  Little  Bromwich  Hospital  were  with- 
drawn to  the  main  depot.  During  1961  ambulances  outposted  and  dealing 
with  external  work  at  Yardley  Green  and  associated  hospitals  were  withdrawn 
to  Henrietta  Street  Depot. 

Hospital  Removal  and  Outposted  Ambulances 


The  trend  towards  economy  in  mileage  in  relation  to  the  number  of 


patients  was  maintained. 

Cases  Carried 

Mileage 

Miles  per  Patient 

Year  Monthly  Average 

1957  27,521 

1958  28,397 

1959  29,140 

1960  28,890 

1961  29,984 

1962  30,134 

Monthly  Average 
135,556 

135,163 

132,983 

130,540 

133,001 

133,705 

A verage 

4-93 

4-76 

4-56 

4-52 

4-44 

4-44 

Staff 

Details  of  the  establishment  and  strength  of  the  Ambulance  Service 

at  the  end  of  1962  are  as  follows: — 

Strength  at  31.12.62 

Operational  and  Depot  Staff 

Establishment 

Men 

W omen 

A 

Total 

Ambulance  Officer 

1 

r 

1 

1 

Ambulance  Depot  Superintendents 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Hospital  Liaison  Officer  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Traffic  Controllers 

8 

8 

— 

8 

Clerks 

5 

2 

3 

5 

Storekeeper 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Depot  Drivers 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Depot  Assistants  ... 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Ambulance  Cleaners 

13 

7 

— 

7 

Cooks  and  Cleaners 

6 

— 

8* 

8 

Leading  Drivers  ... 

12 

9 

— 

9 

Drivers  and  Attendants  ...  ...  ...  230 

*includes  5 part-time 

216 

5 

221 

Ambulance  Control 

Control  Duty  Officer 

1 

1 

— 

1 

T raffic  Controllers 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Leading  Control  Operatives 

4 

— 

2 

2 

Control  Operatives  ...  ...  ...  27 

fincludes  7 part-time 

1 

32t 

33 
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Bed  Bureau 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  requests  placed  with  the 
Emergency  Bed  Bureau  operated  by  the  Ambulance  Service  on  behalf  of 
the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  15,503  requests  were  received 
from  General  Practitioners,  etc.,  beds  being  obtained  in  14,897  of  these 
cases 

The  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  15,641  requests,  beds  being 
obtained  in  14,974  cases. 


Voluntary  Service 

Hospital  Car  Service 

As  illustrated  by  the  following  table  it  was  again  necessary  to  seek 
increased  assistance  from  the  British  Red  Cross  Hospital  Car  Service 

1961  1962 

Patients  25,412  28.388 

Mileage  179,205  193,653 


St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 

Continued  valuable  assistance  was  given  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  in  providing  ambulance  crews  for  additional  ambulance  cover  at 
certain  periods,  whilst  the  Service  is  again  indebted  to  those  voluntary 
members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  British  Red  Cross  and 
the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services,  who  acted  as  escorts  for  patients 
conveyed  by  rail. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE 

(SECTION  28— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

The  ever  increasing  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  population 
brings  with  it  an  increasing  number  of  problems  in  connection  with  their 
domiciliary  care. 

During  1962  the  number  of  new  cases  referred  reached  a record 
figure  of  1,552  and  a total  of  9,161  visits  was  paid  by  the  special  health 
visitors.  In  addition  3,055  visits  were  made  by  the  district  health  visitors 
in  the  course  of  their  general  duties. 

Of  the  new  cases  the  larger  proportion  were  in  the  75-85  year  age 
group,  and  69  per  cent,  were  women;  41*6  per  cent,  were  living  alone; 
24-6  per  cent,  were  living  with  relatives;  25-9  per  cent,  with  their  spouse 
and  7-9  per  cent,  in  lodgings  or  other  accommodation.  56-8  per  cent,  were 
widowed,  16-2  per  cent,  were  married  and  27  per  cent,  were  single  (double 
the  proportion  found  in  1961). 

The  greatest  problem  still  remains  the  elderly  person  living  alone, 
with  perhaps  no  relatives  and  who  does  not  “neighbour".  Diet  is  often 
inadequate,  and  this  leads  to  listlessness  and  lowering  of  standards. 
Social  breakdown  occurs,  and  the  old  person  is  eventually  discovered 
neglected,  dirty  and  under-nourished.  In  many  such  cases  hospital 
admission  is  necessary. 

Many  elderly  people  live  very  precarious  lives  with  the  minimum  of 
help  from  others,  often  due  to  their  own  independence  and  determination 
to  manage  by  themselves  at  all  costs.  It  is  essential  that  this  group  should 
receive  regular  visiting  and  be  persuaded  to  accept  the  necessary  help 
to  enable  them  to  cope  with  the  difficulties  under  which  they  are  living. 

The  voluntary  organisations  are  making  a great  contribution  towards 
the  welfare  of  old  people,  particularly  the  voluntary  Visiting  Service 
which  now  operates  in  all  areas  of  the  City,  and  the  Meals  on  Wheels 
Service  which  is  run  jointly  by  the  Birmingham  Council  for  Old  People 
and  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  This  scheme  was  inaugurated  in 
March,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  working  from  nine  centres,  including 
the  Summer  Lane  and  Kingstanding  Settlements.  The  demand  for  meals 
continues  to  grow  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  this  service  to 
be  extended  so  that  all  areas  of  the  City  are  covered. 

The  bathing  of  elderly  people  at  the  Health  Department’s  Cleansing 
Station  continues  to  be  both  popular  and  valuable.  The  total  number  of 
baths  given  during  the  year  was  1 ,498  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
old  people  received  benefit  from  the  service  (56  men  and  82  women); 
sixty-eight  were  new  cases. 
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Statistics 


Cases  on  register  on  1st.  January,  1962  ... 

2,659 

New  cases  added  during  year 

1,552 

Cases  remaining  on  register  at  end-of  year 

3,293 

Cases  admitted  to  hospital 

692 

Deaths 

565 

Cases  referred  to  Welfare  Department 

54 

Total  visits  paid  by  special  health  visitors 

9,161 

Total  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  on  general  duties  ... 

3,055 

Chiropody  Services 

The  demand  for  chiropody  continues  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
22  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  1962  as  compared  with 
the  previous  3^ear.  The  number  of  part-time  chiropodists  employed  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  six. 

The  work  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Sessions  Treatments  given  No.  patients 

Clinics  230  1,246  459 

Domiciliary  232  954  310 

In  addition  to  the  Local  Authority  services,  the  Birmingham  Council 
for  Old  People  continued  to  operate  their  original  scheme.  During  the 
year  3,518  patients  received  treatment  (977  domiciliary  and  2,541  attend- 
ing chiropodists’  surgeries).  Of  these,  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
were  new  cases  (443  domiciliary  and  535  surgery  cases). 


HOSPITAL  FOLLOW-UP  WORK  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 

The  number  of  health  visitors  attached  to  hospitals  in  the  City 
remained  at  twelve  throughout  the  year.  These  visitors  continued  to 
provide  the  liaison  between  the  hospitals,  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  area  health  visitors. 

During  1962  there  were  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  sessions  at 
hospitals  and  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  home  visiting  sessions 
(3,017  visits  to  patients’  homes)  by  hospital  follow-up  health  visitors. 

The  following  extracts  have  been  taken  from  their  reports: — 
Accident  Hospital 

During  the  year,  the  majority  of  visits  were  to  elderly  persons,  a 
large  proportion  of  whom  had  suffered  falls.  Where  these  had  occurred  at 
home,  the  almost  constant  contributory  factors  appeared  to  be  badly 
designed,  ill-lit  houses,  with  floor  coverings  in  a dangerous  state.  These 
conditions,  coupled  with  diminished  sensibilities  and,  in  a number  of 
instances,  an  existing  disability,  caused  the  patient  to  be  accident  prone. 
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There  were  fewer  referrals  from  the  Burns  Unit,  particularly  in  the 
younger  age  group  as  these  patients  received  the  attention  of  the 
Psychiatric  Social  Worker  attached  to  the  Unit.  Emotional  problems  due 
to  concern  regarding  scar  tissue,  skin  grafts  and  possible  disfigurement 
were  discussed  during  home  visits,  and  later  when  the  patients  were  seen 
at  the  follow-up  clinics  it  was  gratifying  to  know  that  these  dfficulties 
had  been  satisfactorily  solved. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  individual  patients  visited, 
according  to  age  group  and  type  of  accident: — 

A dults 


ovev  65  years 

under  65  years 

Children 

Injuries  due  to  falls 
Injuries  due  to  road 

41 

4 

8 

accidents 

7 

6 

4 

Burns  and  scalds 

1 

3 

17 

Other  types  of  accidents 

5 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

54 

15 

34 

Children’s  Hospital 

The  follow-up  visits  requested  by 

the  consultants 

were  ver}/  often 

in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  social  and  housing  conditions 
prior  to  the  patient’s  discharge.  Favourable  reports  permitted  early 
discharge  and  the  continuance  of  nursing  care  at  home,  whilst  adverse 
conditions,  in  many  instances,  resulted  in  the  patients  receiving  a period 
of  convalescence  before  returning  home.  In  cases  of  severe  physical 
handicap  where  the  patient  or  mother  was  unable  to  negotiate  stairs, 
referrals  were  made  by  the  hospital  almoner  to  the  Housing  Management 
Department  for  consideration  for  transfer  to  more  suitable  accommodation. 

Visits  were  made  to  patients  who  defaulted  in  attendance  at  the 
Out-Patient  Department  Clinics  to  ascertain  the  reason  for  default  and 
to  arrange  for  their  early  attendance.  In  many  of  these  cases,  the  families 
had  changed  their  addresses  without  notifying  the  hospital  and  personal 
contact  resulted  in  100  per  cent,  attendance.  In  other  cases,  mothers  had 
been  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  the  other  children  in  their  care. 
Arrangements  with  the  Women’s  Voluntar}^  Service  and  the  Hospital  Car 
Service  overcame  these  difficulties. 

During  the  year  an  increased  number  of  children  were  admitted  to 
hospital  on  account  of  negligence;  poisoning  by  aspirin  and  other  tablets 
I left  within  the  reach  of  children,  paraffin  ingested  or  inhaled,  and  in  some 
instances  whole  families  of  children  rendered  unconscious  or  semi- 
I conscious  by  the  inhalation  of  the  fumes  from  faulty  oil  heaters  necessitated 
' home  visits  of  an  advisory  nature. 

Other  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  maladjusted  children  and 
I those  who  were  psychologically  disturbed;  also  children  suffering  from 
I chorea,  enuresis,  encopresis,  etc. 
i 


I 

I 
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Dudley  Road  Hospital 

As  in  previous  years,  two  health  visitors  shared  the  follow-up  work 
of  this  hospital,  each  visitor  giving  two  sessions  a week. 

The  visitor  attached  to  the  Respiratory  Clinic  attended  the  wards 
each  week  and  the  out-patient  clinic  on  alternate  weeks.  The  majority 
of  the  home  visits  were  in  connection  with  an  investigation  concerning 
the  incidence  of  bronchitis  and  asthma  in  relation  to  adverse  home  and 
social  conditions.  There  w^ere  also  visits  to  the  homes  of  anaemic  children, 
particularly  in  the  coloured  population.  Other  referrals  were  on  account 
of  feeding  difficulties,  cerebral  disturbances,  pyloric  stenosis,  etc.  In  all, 
seventy-eight  individual  patients  were  referred  during  the  year. 

A second  health  visitor  spent  one  session  a week  at  the  hospital  and 
a second  session  visiting  patients’  homes.  A total  of  one  hundred  and  five 
children  was  referred  to  her  from  the  children’s  medical  ward,  and 
consultants  or  almoners  requested  visits  to  the  homes  of  thirty-seven 
adults.  Approximately  25  per  cent,  of  these  patients  suffered  from  respira- 
tory infections  and  the  remainder  from  a variety  of  conditions. 

Many  of  the  referrals  from  the  children’s  ward  were  in  connection 
with  chest  and  alimentary  tract  infections.  Social  problems  were  closely 
connected  with  feeding  difficulties  and  failure  to  thrive.  Children  who 
were  admitted  to  hospital  three  or  more  times  during  the  first  year  of 
life  often  came  from  insecure  homes  where  both  parents  changed  their 
work  and  accommodation  so  often  that  the  children  had  little  or  no 
medical  supervision.  Visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  parents  failing  to 
visit  their  children  in  hospital  in  order  to  establish  some  contact  so  that 
help  could  be  given  following  the  patient’s  discharge. 

The  visits  to  adults  concerned  such  matters  as  the  appropriate  care 
of  the  family  during  the  patients’  absence  and  to  ensure  that  all  the 
necessary  facilities  were  obtained.  Many  independent  middle-aged  or 
elderly  persons  refused  help  when  in  hospital  so  that  home  visits  were 
necessary  to  assess  their  needs. 

General  Hospital 
(a)  Diabetic  Clinic 

The  work  of  this  clinic  was  shared  by  two  health  visitors. 

The  first  health  visitor  attended  the  clinic  on  one  session  a week  and 
visited  patients’  homes  on  two  sessions  a week.  Patients  were  referred  by 
consultants,  departmental  and  ward  sisters,  dieticians  and  almoners.  The 
object  of  the  visits  to  new  patients  and  those  recently  discharged  from 
hospital  who  presented  special  problems  was  to  give  them  full  under- 
standing of  their  conditions  and  enable  them,  as  far  as  possible,  to  live 
full  and  active  lives.  Owing  to  the  risk  of  coma  due  to  inadequate  diet, 
senility  and  the  anxiety  of  loneliness,  priority  was  given  to  elderly  patients 
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living  alone.  Special  attention  was  directed  to  clinic  defaulters  as  these 
patients  very  often  discontinued  taking  the  drugs  prescribed  for  them. 

Visits  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  patients  understood  the  importance 
of  adhering  to  the  diet  and  drugs  prescribed  and  to  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  relatives.  Advice  was  also  given  regarding  the  various  social  services 
available  to  the  patients  according  to  their  circumstances  and  needs. 

The  second  health  visitor  gave  either  one  or  two  sessions  a week, 
as  required,  to  the  work  of  the  Diabetic  Research  Team.  The  home  visits 
were  mainly  to  those  patients  who  failed  to  attend  the  hospital  clinic 
and,  in  this  connection,  co-operation  was  obtained  from  surrounding 
areas  whose  health  visitors  submitted  the  required  reports. 

(b)  Special  Clinic 

The  referrals  from  this  clinic  consisted  mainly  of  defaulting  patients 
who  were  visited  to  ascertain  the  reason  for  default  and  to  urge  attendance 
for  treatment.  Evening  visits  were  made  to  those  persons  employed  during 
the  daytime  and,  although  changes  of  address  or  wrong  addresses  resulted 
in  eighty- two  useless  calls,  50  per  cent,  of  the  patients  visited  resumed 
treatment. 

A total  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  patients  was  visited  and 
of  these,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  were  visited  a second  time. 

Little  Bromwich  Hospital 

The  number  of  cots  on  the  paediatric  wards  increased  during  the 
year  and  75  per  cent,  of  the  home  visits  were  made  at  the  request  of  the 
paediatricians.  Investigations  into  environmental  conditions  were  im- 
portant as  many  of  the  children  came  from  homes  in  the  central  areas  of 
the  City.  Fewer  follow-up  visits  were  made  to  the  children  discharged 
from  the  Infectious  Disease  Section  but  readmissions  of  children  of 
problem  families  continued  to  give  cause  for  concern. 

During  the  year,  a total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  children  was 
visited. 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

The  referrals  from  this  hospital  came  from  the  Almoners’  Section 
where  fuU  co-operation  was  available.  Attendance  once  weekly  at  the 
consultants’  ward  rounds  provided  useful  discussions  regarding  after-care, 

I knowledge  of  advancements  in  drug  therapy  and  various  techniques  which 
could  be  used  in  the  home.  The  majority  of  visits  were  made  to  patients 
suffering  from  chronic  conditions  such  as  carcinoma,  cerebral  diseases, 
cardiac  disorders,  arthritis  and  other  progressive  physical  illnesses 
resulting  in  varying  degrees  of  disability.  The  object  of  these  visits  was 
[ to  assist  the  patients  and  their  relatives  to  live  with  and  cope  with  their 
disabilities  in  the  fullest  possible  way.  To  obtain  a true  appraisal  of  the 
situation  it  was  often  necessar^^  to  establish  a good  relationship  so  that 
; supportive  therapy  was  readily  accepted.  The  ancillary  services  and 
voluntary  organisations  were  extremely  helpful. 


Mothercraft  classes  were  held  every  second  or  third  week  at  the 
hospital  antenatal  clinic.  Here,  talks  were  given  on  such  subjects  as  “The 
Emotional  and  Physical  Preparation  for  the  New  Baby”.  These  classes 
were  well  attended. 

Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital 

During  the  year,  four  sessions  a week  were  given  to  the  follow-up 
work  of  this  hospital.  One  session  was  spent  in  discussion  with  the  Senior 
Almoner  at  the  out-patient  department  of  the  hospital,  when  reports 
were  given  and  received  and  on  occasion  patients  interviewed.  The 
remaining  three  sessions  were  spent  in  home  visiting. 

Approximately  50  per  cent,  of  the  visits  made  during  the  year  were 
to  men  and  women  of  fifty  years  and  over.  Of  the  remainder,  half  were 
to  adults  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  years  and  half  were  to  children  and 
adults  under  thirty-five  years. 

In  the  older  age  group,  in  addition  to  assisting  the  badly  disabled  to 
obtain  nursing  aids,  structural  alterations  to  their  homes  and  domestic 
help,  etc.,  many  required  advice  for  emotional  stress.  Patients  who  had 
previously  led  active  lives  before  their  illness  found  it  difficult  to  resign 
themselves  to  a life  of  comparative  inactivity  following  operative  treatment 
for  such  conditions  as  osteo-arthritis  of  hip  joints;  women  in  this  category 
endeavouring  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  cleanhness  in  the  home 
without  receiving  adequate  help,  over-strained  the  affected  part  and 
worried  about  the  resultant  pain;  men  who  were  anxious  to  return  to 
work  forced  themselves  to  walk  when  a longer  period  of  rest  would  have 
achieved  earlier  success. 

Without  exception,  the  visits  were  much  appreciated  by  the  patients 
and  their  families  and  the  statutory  and  voluntary  social  services  were 
most  helpful. 

Selly  Oak  Hospital 

(a)  Paediatric  Department 

Throughout  the  year  one  session  a week  was  spent  by  the  health 
visitor  in  the  two  paediatric  wards  at  this  hospital  and  two  sessions  a 
week  were  allocated  to  home  visiting. 

Follow-up  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  discharged  from  these  wards,  to  discuss  the  various  aspects  of 
after-care.  There  were  many  admissions  due  to  poisoning  and  these 
children  were  invariably  visited  following  discharge.  Other  children 
attending  the  out-patient  department  received  home  visits,  and  continued 
support  was  given  to  a small  number  of  mothers  whose  children  were 
constantly  under  the  care  of  the  hospital. 

In  all  cases  contact  was  made  with  the  area  health  visitors  who  were 
concerned  with  the  individual  problems. 
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(b)  Diabetic  Clinic 

The  work  at  this  clinic  continued  without  change.  One  session  a 
week  was  spent  in  the  out-patient  department  teaching  principles  of  diet 
to  patients  and  their  relatives,  and  a second  session  comprised  attendance 
at  the  ward  and  home  visiting.  Special  attention  was  given  to  new  patients 
having  insulin  treatment,  the  elderly,  the  chronically  obese,  and  to 
immigrants  having  language  difficulty. 

Statistics 


WORK  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  FOLLOW-UP  VISITORS 


Hospital 

Accident  ... 
Children’s 
Dudley  Road  1 

2 ... 

General  (Diabetic  1) 

(2) 

General  (Special) 
Little  Bromwich  ... 
Queen  Elizabeth  ... 
Royal  Orthopaedic 
Selly  Oak  ... 

Selly  Oak  (Diabetic) 

1962  

1961  


Sessions 

Visiting 

at  hosps. 

sessions 

48 

59 

73 

93i 

26 

12 

46 

45 

43 

60 

35J 

26 

22^ 

83 

43 

43 

72| 

64 

. 41 

130 

40^ 

81 

441 

16| 

535i 

713i 

570 

7571 

Individual 

Visits  to 

patients 

patients' 

visited 

homes  etc. 

129 

221 

205 

355 

39 

51 

149 

202 

274 

341 

66 

104 

281 

428 

231 

232 

170 

291 

270 

433 

216 

293 

38 

66 

2,068 

3,017 

2,032 

3,219 
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RECUPERATIVE  CONVALESCENCE 

During  1962  there  were  five  hundred  and  thirty  applicants  for 
recuperative  convalescence,  as  compared  with  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
teen in  1961.  The  fall  is  due  to  general  practitioners  and  hospital  almoners 
becoming  aware  that  monies  allocated  by  the  Health  Committee  to 
convalescence  are  limited.  This  restricts  recuperative  convalescence  to 
those  who  recently  have  had  an  acute  illness  or  operation,  or  where 
emotional  or  environmental  stresses  are  of  such  a nature  as  to  lead  to 
mental  or  physical  ill-health.  Applications  were,  as  usual,  heaviest  in  the 
spring  and  summer  months. 

There  is  little  variation  from  year  to  year  in  the  proportion  of  referrals 
from  general  practitioners  and  hospital  almoners. 

The  following  table  gives  ages  and  sex  of  patients  who  took  con- 
valescence through  this  Department  in  1962: — 

Totals 


Age 

0-4 

5-15 

16-44 

45-64 

65-74 

+ 

1962 

1961 

1960 

Males  . . . 

2 

20 

9 

22 

10 

9 

72 

148 

164 

Females 

3 

10 

43 

61 

65 

38 

220 

354 

536 

In  recent  annual  reports  comment  was  made  on  the  proportionately 
large  number  of  women  in  the  65 -f-  age  group  who  applied  for  con- 
valescence, and  that  up  to  1960  their  numbers,  both  relatively  and  absolute 
ly,  were  increasing  markedly.  Since  1960  all  applicants  are  registered 
only  after  receipt  of  a medical  certificate  and  preliminary  enquiry;  then 
a further  investigation  is  carried  out  by  approaching  the  general  prac- 
titioner. In  the  last  two  years  many  women  applicants  in  this  age  group 
have  been  refused  - in  fact,  a much  greater  number  and  in  greater  per- 
centages than  any  other  age  category. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  pattern  of  recent  years: — 

1960  1961  1962 


No.  sent 

% 

No.  sent 

Xof 

No.  sent 

% of 

convalescent 

total 

convalescent 

total 

convalescent 

total 

Males  65-1-  age  group  59 

8% 

63 

13% 

19 

6% 

Females  654-  age  group  268 

38% 

137 

27% 

103 

35% 

. Although  many  do  not  come  within  the  terms  of  our  scheme  and  are, 
in  consequence,  turned  down  by  the  Department,  it  is  recognised  that 
there  is  a real  need  in  many  instances  for  an  annual  holiday  so  that  the 
person  concerned  may  have  a stimulating  change  of  environment,  the 
opportunity  to  form  new  friendships,  and  the  advantage  of  a balanced 
diet.  Such  persons,  particularly  elderly  people,  are  put  in  touch  with 
voluntary  organisations  who  are  often  able  to  help  them  despite  their 
limited  finances.  The  numbers  needing  such  holidays  increase  each  year. 
In  this  respect,  once  again,  the  James  Hirons  Home  at  Leamington  Spa 
helped,  but  many  of  the  old  people  feel  that  Leamington  Spa  is  too  near 
to  constitute  a “proper”  holiday. 
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The  Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  continues  to  give  assistance, 
and  a close  liaison  is  maintained  with  their  officers.  Unfortunately,  some 
pensioners  do  not  maintain  their  subscriptions  to  the  Fund,  and  lose  their 
benefits  unwittingly.  It  is  only  when  they  are  recommended  for  a much 
needed  convalescence  that  they  find  they  are  not  in  benefit.  They  feel 
very  aggrieved,  and  not  without  a certain  amount  of  justification.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  has  done,  and  is 
doing,  everything  possible  to  impress  on  delegates  at  contracting  firms  that 
they  should  make  clear  to  all  employees  about  to  retire  the  great  value  of 
maintaining  their  subscriptions.  Two  large  industrial  firms  do  maintain 
payments  to  the  Fund  on  behalf  of  their  pensioners  - surely  an  excellent 
way  of  helping  to  deal  with  one  aspect  of  this  problem. 

Of  the  five  hundred  and  thirty  applicants,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  went  convalescent,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  were  refused  after 
consultation  with  the  general  practitioner,  eighty-five  cancelled  their 
applications,  and  a further  nineteen  cancelled  their  applications  directly 
with  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  ninety- two  accepted,  the  Birmingham 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund  accommodated  two  hundred  and  nine  and  the 
remaining  eighty- three  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes  more  suitable  for 
their  particular  needs.  The  Education  Committee  accepted  financial 
responsibility  for  twenty-eight  school-age  children,  and  the  trustees  of  the 
Hollingsworth  Trust  accepted  complete  financial  responsibility  for  two 
children  whose  father  is  a disabled  war  pensioner. 

Appreciation  and  thanks  are  expressed  to  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Service  who  undertake  the  responsible  task  of  escorting,  to  Exeter, 
children  bound  for  convalescent  homes  in  the  South  West,  and  also  for 
the  provision  of  clothing  and  other  goods  to  those  who  are  in  need  on 
going  away.  Our  health  visitors  and  the  Education  and  Children’s  Depart- 
ments have  been  as  helpful  as  ever,  while  the  Welfare  Department  has, 
as  usual,  answered  appeals  to  accept  aged  persons  into  their  Welfare 
Homes  so  that  the  persons  who  have  been  looking  after  them  may  have 
a period  of  convalescence. 

The  main  medical  categories  into  which  the  five  hundred  and  thirty 
I applications  during  1962  fell  are  shown  below: 


Respiratory  diseases 

...  134 

Anaemia 

12 

• Debility  ... 

...  90 

Accidents 

25 

Post  operative  ... 

...  62 

Hypertension  . . . 

23 

Rheumatism  & Arthritis 

...  37 

Ulcers,  peptic  ... 

6 

Mental  illness 

14 

Tuberculosis 

6 

Organic  nervous  disease 

11 

Arteriosclerosis 

2 

Heart  disease 

...  22 

Senility 

2 

Gastro-intestinal  disorder 

...  26 

Miscellaneous  . . . 

58 

In  the  last  two  years. 

bronchitis  has  superseded  debility  as  being  the 

main  medical  cause  for  recuperative 

convalescence. 

Debility  covers  a 

multitude  of  conditions,  from  physical  illness  to  a complex  of  symptoms 
such  as  lassitude,  anorexia,  fatigue  and  palpitations. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  year  has  been  notable  for  a thorough  review  of  the  role  of  the 
Section  in  the  future  and  much  thought  has  been  given  to  the  way  in 
which  policy  may  best  be  implemented.  Staffing  has  been  streamlined. 
Under  the  Assistant  Administrative  Medical  Officer  there  is  now  one 
organiser  who  has  two  assistants,  replacing  the  old  arrangement  whereby 
two  organisers  were  responsible  separately  for  the  male  and  female  sides 
of  the  work.  The  staff  is  completed  by  two  studio  and  two  clerical  staff. 
One  assistant  organiser  has  been  given  leave  to  attend  a full-time  course 
of  study  for  the  Diploma  in  Content  and  Methods  of  Health  Education  at 
London  University  beginning  in  October,  1962.  The  second  post  of  assistant 
organiser  was  vacant  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  but  in  October  a 
health  visitor  was  seconded  from  the  staff  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Section  for  a limited  period. 

It  is  not  now  envisaged  that  the  Section  staff  will  engage  to  any 
extent  in  the  field  work  with  lay  groups;  indeed  this  would  scarcely  be 
possible  with  the  limited  staff  available.  The  tasks  of  the  Section  are: 
organising  a programme  of  health  education  for  schools,  youth  and  adult 
groups  throughout  the  City,  and  supporting  the  field  workers.  Support 
involves  advising  on  methods  of  health  education  and  use  of  visual  aids 
as  well  as  providing  formal  in-service  training.  The  field  workers  must 
have  ready  access  to  up-to-date  visual  aids  and  to  a library  and  must  be 
kept  informed  of  new  trends  and  methods.  With  this  last  idea  in  mind  a 
News  Letter  was  started  last  year  and  has  been  published  approximately 
quarterly  since  then.  Preparation  of  the  News  Letter  is  time-consuming 
but  it  appears  sufficiently  useful  to  justify  its  continuation. 

As  important  as  advice  and  help  on  how  to  give  a talk,  is  guidance 
on  the  main  themes  to  be  followed.  Considerable  thought  has  been  given, 
therefore,  to  the  themes  the  Department  particularly  wishes  to  stress  and 
also  to  ways  in  which  the  individual’s  contribution  can  be  made  more 
effective.  One  result  has  been  the  decision  to  concentrate  for  a period  of 
two  or  three  months  on  a single  aspect  of  health  education;  an  approach 
which  has  been  widely  used  in  publicity  campaigns  such  as  Health  Weeks. 
The  first  was  on  Foot  Health  and  the  second  on  Home  Safety.  A third 
week,  on  Dental  Health,  was  arranged  but  eventually  had  to  be  postponed. 
Interest  was  stimulated  by  circulating  informative  articles  and  by 
comment  in  the  News  Letter,  while  posters  etc.,  were  distributed  to  clinics 
and  welfare  centres.  At  the  end  of  the  week  the  staff  were  asked  to  give, 
as  far  as  possible,  special  emphasis  to  the  theme  in  the  course  of  their 
day-to-day  work. 

Foot  Health  Week 

Foot  Health  Week  was  held  in  June.  As  it  was  then  uncertain  how 
much  interest  these  projects  would  arouse,  only  three  sessions  were 
arranged  including  a film  show.  Management  and  staff  of  shoe  shops 
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throughout  Birmingham  were  invited  to  attend  and  there  was  a good 
response  from  them.  The  audience  was  completed  by  health  visitors, 
nursery  and  district  nurses  and  other  members  of  the  Health  Department 
staff.  An  orthopaedic  surgeon,  chiropodists  and  members  of  the  trade 
gave  demonstrations  and  talks.  The  discussion  afterwards  provided  a 
most  useful  exchange  of  views. 

Home  Safety  Week 

Home  Safety  Week  took  place  at  the  end  of  October  to  coincide  with 
Home  Safety  Training  Year  organised  on  a national  scale  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  The  main  aspects  covered  during 
the  week’s  talks  were  the  prevention  of  home  accidents  to  children  and 
the  aged,  the  prevention  of  fires  and  basic  first-aid  including  a demonstra- 
tion of  the  mouth-to-mouth  method  of  artificial  respiration.  A demonstra- 
tion of  “Housework  with  Ease”  was  also  given.  A particularly  successful 
feature  of  the  week  was  an  informal  final  session  giving  a resume  of  the 
talks  and  points  brought  out  in  discussion,  and  the  best  of  the  safet\’ 
films  were  then  reshown. 

Health  Education  Study  Course 

In  April  a two-day  study  course  for  health  educators  was  arranged 
in  the  Section  and  run  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
The  syllabus  covered  basic  techniques  and  it  was  a most  interesting  and 
worth-while  course.  Twenty  staff  attended,  drawn  from  health  visitors, 
home  nurses  and  public  health  inspectors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  courses 
on  similar  lines  can  become  a regular  part  of  in-service  training  in  the 
future. 

Lecture  Programme 


For  the  first  time  since  1958  there  has  not  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  lectures  and  talks  over  the  previous  year’s  total. 


Year 

Total 

To 

schools 

To  youth 
organisations 

To  adult 
organisations 

1961 

6,294 

4,489 

521 

1,284 

1962 

5,983 

4,893 

467 

623 

It  is  clear  that  the  emphasis  in  the  programme  continues  to  lie  on 
the  work  in  schools.  In  fact,  talks  in  schools  have  increased  in  number 
again  so  that  now  four  out  of  five  of  all  talks  are  given  there.  The  courses 
“Hygiene”  and  “Parentcraft”  have  continued  on  their  well  tried  lines. 
In  the  girl’s  schools  the  work  is  shared  by  health  visitors  from  the  School 
Health  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Section  and  in  the  boys’  schools,  male 
nurses  are  responsible.  The  continued  shortage  of  male  nurses  able  and 
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willing  to  do  this  work,  has  made  it  difficult  to  fulfil  commitments  on 
the  boys’  side. 

Talks  to  youth  groups  have  generally  followed  the  hnes  of  previous 
years  and  the  demand  has  been  maintained.  On  the  other  hand  there  has 
been  a marked  fall  in  the  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  adults.  One  reason 
for  this  was  the  closure  of  the  women’s  prison  at  Winson  Green,  but  the 
main  factor  was  undoubtedly  the  decision  not  to  reprint  and  distribute 
the  lecture  syllabus  in  its  present  form.  It  is  intended  in  future  to  link 
the  syllabus  more  closely  with  the  themes  to  which  special  attention  is 
being  devoted. 

Courses  of  lectures  were  again  arranged  for  teachers  at  Westhill  and 
the  City  of  Birmingham  Training  Colleges  and  were  well  received.  Regular 
talks  were  given  to  male  prisoners  at  Winson  Green  Prison. 

Exhibitions:  Posters  and  Leaflets 

The  use  of  a shop  window  in  Edmund  Street  was  obtained  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  for  display  purposes.  Subjects  illustrated  included 
Immunisation,  Home  Safety  and  Improvement  Grants.  However,  this  is 
only  a temporary  site  which  became  available  during  redevelopment  of 
the  city  centre.  Use  of  the  show-cases  in  a pedestrian  subway  in  Small- 
brook  Ringway  was  discontinued.  Posters  and  leaflets  prepared  during 
the  year  included  a variety  of  items  for  the  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
campaign  and  for  Foot  Health  Week.  For  Home  Safety  Week  it  w'as  found 
possible  to  rely  on  material  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education 

Films  and  Filmstrips 

“The  Mouth-to-Mouth  Method  of  Artificial  Respiration”  was  the 
only  16  m.m  sound  film  purchased  during  the  year.  This  is  in  black  and 
white  and  runs  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  It  gives  a clear  yet  concise 
account  of  a technique  which  should  be  generally  known  and  has  been 
given  a wide  showing.  A number  of  new  filmstrips  were  added  to  the 
Section’s  already  extensive  library.  Previews  of  new  sound  films  were 
continued  at  intervals  for  senior  members  of  the  staff. 

The  Demonstration  Room 

Transfer  of  the  Department  to  Trafalgar  House  has  given  the  Section 
its  own  lecture  and  demonstration  room  for  the  first  time  and  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  make  full  use  of  the  new  facility.  The  room  has 
often  been  used  for  in-service  training  meetings;  the  home  helps  and 
nursery  nurses  for  example  have  held  regular  meetings  here;  health 
visitor  students,  public  health  inspectors  and  student  midwives  have 
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used  the  room  on  occasions  and  the  Midland  Branch  of  the  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  has  also  been  accommodated.  Meetings  arranged 
by  the  Section  include  film  previews,  various  talks  and  demonstrations 
during  Foot  Health  and  Home  Safety  Weeks  and  the  two-day  study 
course  run  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Outside  groups 
have  also  been  encouraged  to  make  full  use  of  the  room  in  the  afternoons 
and  evenings,  and  in  particular  small  groups  have  been  helped  to  hold 
joint  meetings  with  sister  organisations.  The  fact  that  all  the  facilities  of 
the  section  are  to  hand  eases  the  task  of  the  speaker  and  certainly  makes 
for  more  interesting  and  varied  meetings.  A total  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  organised  meetings  took  place  during  the  year  and  in  addition 
lecturers  have  been  able,  individually,  to  preview  films  and  so  on  under  the 
best  conditions. 

Smoking  and  Health 

The  Health  Committee,  after  considering  the  report  issued  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  having  reviewed  the  whole  question  of 
the  effects  of  smoking  on  health,  gave  considerable  thought  to  what 
action  should  be  taken.  The  Committee  was  not  in  favour  of  a general 
publicity  campaign  because  this  could  cause  unnecessary  alarm,  but  it 
was  felt  desirable  that  young  people  should  be  made  aware  of  the  dangers 
and  to  do  this  attention  needed  to  be  concentrated  on  the  older  children 
in  school.  The  need  for  further  and  more  suitable  publicity  material  was 
stressed.  Meetings  subsequently  took  place  between  officers  of  the  Health 
and  Education  Departments  and  representatives  of  parent-teacher 
associations.  The  Health  Committee  accepted  the  teachers’  view  that 
they  were  already  doing  a great  deal  in  school  to  discourage  children  from 
smoking,  and  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  individual  head- 
masters whether  further  efforts  were  made.  The  Department  offered  the 
services  of  its  medical  officers  to  give  talks  to  children  and  to  address 
parent-teacher  associations  on  this  subject.  Arrangements  were  to  be 
made  for  the  distribution  of  new  posters  to  secondary  schools  and  for 
factual  literature  to  be  issued  to  parent-teacher  associations. 

As  far  as  the  work  of  the  Health  Education  Section  was  concerned, 
health  educators  in  schools  were  asked  particularly  to  raise  this  subject 
and  an  appropriate  point  in  the  parent  craft  syllabus  was  indicated. 
Medical  officers  of  the  Department  gave  a number  of  talks  on  request  to 
adult  organisations.  The  Section  also  reviewed  new  films,  filmstrips  and 
flannelgraphs;  none  yet  available  was  thought  to  be  particularly  satis- 
factory. The  films  “Facts  and  Figures”  and  “Spotlight  on  Smoking”  have 
been  used.  The  Ministry’s  posters  were  issued  to  clinics  and  other  premises 
and,  where  requests  were  received  from  outside  groups,  such  as  youth 
clubs,  these  were  met. 


157 


The  Clean  Food  Campaign 

Lectures  given  during  the  year  are  summarised  as  follows  (1961 
figures  in  brackets): — 

Audience  No.  of  Lectures  Attendance 

Food  traders  4 (4)  142  (101) 

Lay  public  30  (36)  925  (981) 

A third  evening  course  in  Food  Hygiene,  modified  to  a duration  of 
ten  weeks,  was  organised  by  the  College  of  Food  and  Domestic  Arts  and 
31  out  of  32  candidates  were  successful  in  the  written  and  oral  examination 
for  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene. 
At  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report  it  is  already  known  that  the 
course  arranged  for  1963  has  been  over-subscribed  and  that  the  class  will 
be  duplicated. 

Films  are  shown  to  trade  classes  and  to  certain  of  the  lay  groups 
where  adequate  time  is  available.  These  include: 

“Another  Case  of  Poisoning”,  “Food  Without  Fear”,  “House  Proud” 

(Licensed  Trade  only),  “Hand  to  Mouth”,  “Handle  with  Care”,  “Room 

for  Hygiene”,  “The  House  Fly”. 

The  Clean  Air  Campaign 

A total  of  ten  lectures,  with  an  attendance  of  282,  shows  a more 
satisfactory  demand,  but  the  true  value  of  this  form  of  education  of  the 
public  must  be  small  as  compared  with  the  day-to-day  explanation  and 
advice  given  to  householders  by  the  sixteen  smoke  control  area  advisers 
in  the  course  of  their  survey  and  advisory  visits. 

The  fact,  moreover,  that  the  residents  on  a housing  estate  on  the 
south  side  of  the  City  wrote  in  demanding  that  they  should  be  “smoke- 
controlled”  indicates  the  awakening  of  the  public  to  the  menace  of  air 
pollution. 

From  the  technical  point  of  view,  and  in  the  absence,  as  yet,  of  any 
legislation  requiring  the  certification  of  boiler  and  furnace  operatives,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  record  that  classes  in  Boiler  House  Practice  continue  to 
attract  at  least  a moderate  response  at  the  Handsworth  Technical  College, 
and  that  a proportion  of  candidates  take  the  certificate  examination  of  the 
City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute.  The  National  Industrial  Fuel 
Efficiency  Service  is  also  most  active  in  this  sphere,  while  the  educational 
value  of  the  instruction  given  on  the  firing  floor  by  that  service  and  by  the 
smoke  inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  daily  routine  undoubtedly  provides 
the  most  effective  means  of  education  of  stokers. 
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PRIORITY  IN  REHOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 

Similar  arrangements  for  investigation  and  assessment  of  ill-health  in 
the  families  of  housing  applicants  have  continued  as  in  former  years. 
The  health  visitor,  the  public  health  inspector,  the  general  practitioner  or 
the  hospital  doctor,  the  clerical  staff  of  the  General  Purposes  Section  and 
a panel  of  medical  officers  in  the  Department  are  all  concerned  before  an 
allocation  of  medical  points,  or  a special  recommendation  is  made  for 
rehousing  outside  the  points  scheme  or  for  some  particular  type  of 
accommodation  necessitated  by  the  nature  of  illness  or  disability. 

The  following  table  shows  a remarkable  similarity  to  those  of  1961 
and  previous  years: — 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  PRIORITY  ON  GROUNDS  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Type  of  medical  condition 
to  which  applicant  has 
drawn  attention 

POINTS  AWARDED 

Immediate 

rehousing 

recom- 

mended 

Total 

appli- 

cations 

Per- 

centage 

of 

total 

NIL 

10 

20 

30 

Nervous  conditions 

194 

326 

141 

23 

5 

689 

20-4% 

General  debility 

25 

21 

3 

3 

— 

52 

1-5% 

Asthma  and  Bronchitis 

244 

581 

368 

55 

2 

1,250 

37-0% 

Wounds 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

6 

0-2% 

Blindness 

11 

10 

4 

5 

— 

30 

0-9% 

Arthritis  and 

rhuematism  ... 

49 

74 

94 

29 

— 

246 

7-3% 

Orthopaedic  conditions 

and  paralysis 

73 

64 

62 

26 

2 

227 

6-7% 

Heart  and  circulatory 

diseases 

78 

82 

165 

70 

7 

402 

11-9% 

Other  physical  disabili- 

ties including  fits 

140 

93 

61 

15 

4 

313 

9-3% 

Gastric  and  intestinal 

conditions  ... 

66 

50 

21 

23 

1 

161 

4-8% 

TOTALS  

882 

1,301 

921 

251 

21 

3,376 

100% 

There  were,  in  addition,  151  referrals  in  which  there  was  either  no 
medical  condition  or  the  applicant  could  not  be  traced,  or,  on  investi- 
gation, the  situation  had  already  resolved  itself,  often  by  the  applicant 
acquiring  a satisfactory  house. 

Respiratory  disease  is  way  out  ahead  of  other  forms  of  ill-health  or 
disability,  with  mental  ill-health  and  heart  disease  following  in  proportion 
as  formerly. 

There  is  still  an  acute  shortage  of  dwellings  capable  of  containing 
large  families,  and  of  one  bedroom  accommodation  suitable  for  the  aged 
or  unfit. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

(SECTION  29— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946) 

The  amount  of  work  associated  with  the  care  of  the  aged  continues  to 
increase.  The  awareness  of  the  general  public  of  the  needs  of  the  aged  and 
of  the  provisions  which  can  be  made  voluntarily  and  statutorily  is  one 
factor,  but  there  are  many  others  - longevity,  sons  and  daughters  living 
away  from  aged  parents,  increased  female  employment  where  a fully 
occupied  mother  of  a family  is  unable  to  devote  time  to  the  aged  next 
door  neighbour,  the  increased  number  of  people  in  the  older  age  groups, 
and  so  on. 

Over  70  per  cent,  of  the  numbers  attended  by  the  Domestic  Help 
Service  are  over  65  years  of  age.  The  aged  from  the  Section’s  point  of  view 
are  thought  of  as  being  mobile  or  immobile.  Help  given  to  the  mobile 
elderly  person  two  or  three  times  weekly  relieves  anxiety  and  gives 
comfort.  The  immobile  person  presents  a greater  problem  as  the  need  is 
for  nearly  whole  time  home  help  and  often  the  services  of  a night  watcher. 

It  would  appear  in  the  last  few  years  that  old  persons  make  a request 
for  help  at  a later  age.  However,  longevity  brings  its  problems;  feebleness 
with  slow  movements,  impaired  memory,  slow  articulation  and  thought 
processes  making  an  increased  demand  on  the  home  helps’  time  with 
consequent  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases.  During  the  year,  assistance 
was  given  to  3,785  householders  on  account  of  age  and  infirmity;  of  these, 
2,567  had  a home  help  in  1961.  This  carry  over  of  cases  increases  from 
year  to  year.  Many  become  increasingly  inhrm  and  require  more  attention 
and  time  from  the  home  helps  than  in  previous  years. 

Combined  efforts  of  the  voluntary  and  statutory  services  are  no 
doubt  keeping  the  elderly  mobile  and  healthier.  More  important 
they  keep  at  a distance  the  transfer  of  the  aged  to  institutions  and  in 
many  instances  obviate  it  completely.  The  provision  of  meals  on  wheels 
serving  balanced  diets,  day  centres  and  the  Visiting  Service  to  the  aged 
and  other  kindred  activities  help  to  keep  the  aged  stimulated  and  active, 
and  relieve  loneliness  and  apathy. 

The  work  of  the  home  helps  attending  families  where  the  mother  is 
Seriously  ill  or  has  died  is  so  necessary  that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how 
they  could  otherwise  have  managed.  Help  has  been  given  to  ill  housewives 
on  hospital  waiting  lists  and  to  housewives  on  return  from  hospital. 
Occasionally  residential  home  helps  have  been  provided  to  enable  families 
to  go  on  holiday  in  the  happy  knowledge  that  elderly  relatives  will  be 
cared  for  until  their  return. 

Work  with  potential  problem  families  is  of  undoubted  value,  and 
fifty  such  families  were  given  assistance  during  the  year.  The  common 
sense  approach  of  the  home  help  and  her  innate  understanding  of  the 
needs  of  children  have  frequently  prevented  a complete  family  dissolution, 
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and  have  often  helped  to  restore  the  pattern  of  a normal  family  life.  One 
such  case  was  the  “R”  family.  Here  the  father  was  in  poor  health,  and  a 
low  wage  earner.  His  wife  was  inadequate,  bordering  on  the  simple.  There 
were  two  sickly,  poorly  clothed,  dirty  children,  with  a third  expected. 
Originally,  within  months  of  this  couple  setting  up  home  away  from  their 
parents,  debts  mounted,  food  was  inadequate  for  the  household,  and 
conditions  of  home  life  such  as  it  was  are  difficult  to  portray.  Within  a few 
months  of  the  home  help  being  introduced  the  husband  and  wife  found 
new  heart,  the  home  was  redecorated,  a budgeting  system  was  begun  and 
the  children  became  livelier  and  healthier. 

There  has  been  a slight  change  in  the  administration  of  the  Section 
during  the  year.  A more  systematic  method  of  visiting  for  the  organisers 
was  devised  and  put  into  operation  in  October.  Their  number  of  visits 
has  increased,  with  greater  supervision  over  the  allotment  of  time  of  home 
helps  to  various  households.  Five  home  helps  were  appointed  at  an  in- 
creased wage  rate  per  hour  to  attend  households  where  conditions  were 
particularly  revolting.  When  the  initial  cleaning  has  been  carried  out  the 
homes  are  then  maintained  by  the  usual  Domestic  Help  Service. 

A wage  increase  and  increased  bus  fares  placed  a heavy  strain  on  the 
finances  of  the  Section  during  the  year,  recruitment  was  stopped  and  the 
number  of  home  helps  was  reduced.  Absence  of  home  helps  from  work 
was  exceptionally  high.  Despite  these  factors  the  number  of  cases  dealt 
with  compares  favourably  with  1961.  The  demand  for  home  help  through- 
out the  year  was  greater  than  the  supply  and  there  was  no  reduction  in  the 
waiting  list  from  1961.  As  new  applications  were  made  the  people  were 
visited  and  assessed,  then  their  names  were  added  to  the  waiting  list. 
Emergencies  and  seriously  ill  people  received  priority  and  were  dealt  with 
as  soon  as  practicable,  usually  by  withdrawing  help  from  an  elderly 
person  nearby  who  was  not  so  much  in  need  and  where  relatives  were 
willing  to  undertake  care  until  the  position  had  eased. 

Night  Watcher  Service 

The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  has  been  less  than  in  1961. 

This  service  is  often  used  for  persons  who  would  otherwise  require 
institutional  tratment,  being  ill  and  alone. 

It  has  been  found  possible,  in  instances  where  a hospital  bed  has  not 
been  available,  to  allocate  night  watchers  to  attend  for  more  than  one 
night  and,  in  exceptional  cases,  for  seven  nights  per  week.  The  Service 
also  gives  some  relief  to  those  who  night  after  night,  have  been  tending  ill 
patients  at  home. 

In  the  Domestic  Help  Service  as  a whole  the  number  of  cancer  cases 
assisted  has  decreased,  due  to  the  availability  of  nurses  from  the  Marie 
Curie  Memorial  Foundation. 
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Grateful  thanks  are  expressed  to  those  who  gave  vouchers  to  obtain 
goods  at  various  warehouses  and  other  gifts  for  old  people.  They  were 
well  appreciated,  and  helped  many  an  elderly  person  to  be  comfortable 
and  warrr\ 

Statistics 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


Humber  of  home  helps  at  end  of  year 

1962 

1961 

Full-time  (42  hours  and  over  weekly) 

48 

55 

Part-time  (30  hours  and  over  weekly) 

225 

214 

Part-time  (under  30  hours  weekly) 

595 

601 

868 

870 

Incapacitated 
persons  in 


Number  of  families  assisted  during  the  year 

Families 

households 

Maternity  ... 

668 

668 

Illness  of  housewife — 

(a)  Diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Over  65  ... 

410 

442 

Under  65 

no 

120 

(b)  Cancer 

Over  65  ... 

108 

120 

Under  65 

50 

55 

(c)  Vascular  disease  of  central  nervous 

system 

Over  65  ... 

220 

252 

Under  65 

94 

102 

(d)  Diseases  of  respiratory  system  (other 

Over  65  ... 

177 

195 

than  tuberculosis) 

Under  65 

37 

42 

(e)  Respiratory  tuberculosis 

24 

25 

(/)  Other  illnesses 

344 

467 

Aged  persons  (65  not  included  above) 

2,698 

3,223 

Potential  problem  families 

50 

185* 

Problem  families  referred  by  Psychiatric  Social  Service 

46 

279* 

5,036 

6,175 

♦Number  of  children  in  need  of  care  and  help. 

Visits  paid  by  organisers 

1962 

1961 

Maternity  cases 

671 

764 

111  housewives 

1,754 

1,876 

Old  persons 

10,114 

9,302 

Potential  problem  families 

70 

79 

12,609 

12,021 
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NIGHT  WATCHER 

SECTION 

1962 

1961 

Number  of  Night  Watchers  at  the  end  of  the  year 

46 

41 

Incapacitated 

persons  in 

Number  of  families  assisted  during  the  year 

Families 

household 

Diseases  of — 

(«) 

Circulatory  system  ... 

Over  65  ... 

14 

15 

Under  65 

1 

1 

ib) 

Cancer 

Over  65  ... 

11 

11 

Under  65... 

4 

4 

{c) 

Vascular  disease  of  central  nervous 

Over  65  ... 

17 

24 

system 

Under  65 

— 

— 

id) 

Diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Over  65  ... 

17 

19 

(pulmonary  tuberculosis  excepted) 

Under  65 

— 

1 

(e) 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

if) 

Other  illnesses 

3 

3 

(8) 

Aged  persons 

(65  years  -j-  not  included  above)  ... 

104 

115 

172 

194 

Visits  Paid  by  Organisers 

By  day  ...  ...  ...  220 

By  night  ...  ...  65 

285 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 


(SECTION  28— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946; 
MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT,  1959). 

The  Mental  Health  Service  of  the  Health  Department  is  constituted 
as  follows: — 

1 . Mental  Welfare  Section 

2.  Eamily  Care  Section 

3.  Parent  Guidance  Clinic 

A detailed  analysis  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Service  as  a whole 
is  provided  in  Tables  I and  II,  which  follow  Table  HI  below. 


I.  Mental  Welfare  Section 

The  workers  of  this  Section  provide  a community  care  service  for  the 
mentally  disordered  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  and  Section  28 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  All  the  staff  are  designated 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  undertake  the  full  range  of  duties  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act.  The  officers  work  in  four  mental  health  divisions 
corresponding  to  the  reception  areas  of  the  four  psychiatric  hospitals 
serving  the  City.  At  three  of  the  hospitals  the  mental  welfare  officers 
undertake  social  work  duties  within  the  hospital  in  additon  to  their  work 
as  members  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  team. 

Table  HI  below  illustrates  the  volume  of  work  undertaken  by  the 
Section  during  the  year,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1961  being  given 
in  brackets. 

Table  III 


Patients  admitted  under  Section  29,  Mental  Health  Act 

...  693 

(690) 

,,  ,,  ,,  Section  25,  ,,  „ „ 

...  186 

(235) 

,,  ,,  ,,  Section  26, 

82 

(108) 

,,  ,,  ,,  Section  60, 

14 

(9) 

Patients  informally  admitted  by  mental  welfare  officers 

...  424 

(612) 

Patients  informally  admitted  direct 

...  2,287 

(2,448) 

After-care  visits 

...  7,145 

(2,878) 

Pre-care  visits  ... 

...  10,884 

(6,827) 

Patients  taken  for  out-patient  treatment  ... 

...  260 

(160) 

Social  histories  ... 

...  455 

(425) 

Housing  enquiries 

...  588 

(764) 
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NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  REFERRED  TO  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  DURING  YEAR  ENDED  3Ist  DECEMBER,  1962. 


Grand 

Total 

1,096 

317 

398 

130 

140 

671 

T otals 

16  and 

over 

(20) 

1 

656 

209 

193 

52 

302 

421 

105 

186 

lO 

83 

235 

Under 

16 

oo' 

05 

-- 

UO 

CO 

78 

O 

(M 

(M 

63 

<N 

Severely  sub- 
normal 

16  and 

over 

- 

CO 

(15) 

CO 

- 

-- 

Under 

16 

(14) 

- 

44 

-- 

IC 

32 

lO 

Subnormal 

16  and 

over 

cT 

CO 

-- 

33 

(ll) 

CO 

Tf 

lO 

(M 

CO 

23 

Under 

16 

o 

CO 

ic 

CO 

- 

o 

Psychopath 

16  and 

over 

(M 

- 

CO 

CO 

Under 

16 

s 

Mentally  ill 

16  and 

over 

650 

205 

185 

CO 

257 

M. 

414 

66 

177 

C<l 

99 

206 

Under 

16 

rs 

-- 

IC 

CO 

67 

(1) 

CO 

-- 

cs 

1 

-- 

CO 

Referred  by 

(a)  General  practitioners 

(b)  Hospitals,  on  discharge  from  in- 
patient treatment  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Hospitals,  after  or  during  out- 
patient or  day  treatment 

(d)  Local  education  authorities 

(e)  Police  and  courts 

(f)  Other  sources 
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TABLE  II 


Grand 

Total 

CO  CO 

CO 

1/3  — < 

1/5  CO 

17 

4 

1,632 

53 

lO 

50 

4 

Totals 

16  and 
over 

(20) 

00  <N 
(N 

::: 

;:: 

608 

CO 

CO 

oT 

lo  rN 

CO 

Tf 

CD  CO 

766 

CO 

« 

Under 

16 

oo' 

Tf  ■'J' 

<N  CO 

CO 

141 

05 

U3 

00  rf 

tb 

05  O 

ID 

00  CO 

33 

30 

U3  -1 

Severely  sub- 
normal 

16  and 
over 

CD 

00 

<N  TT 

:: 

o 

CO 

•O 

uT 

05 

Tt  f-, 

82 

- 

"ts  CO 

-rt-  rf 
<N  CO 

CsJ  CO 
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05 

ic 

00  rf 

b 
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05  O 
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00  CO 

09 
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oT 

146 

- 

(II) 

CO  CO 
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(N 
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16 

o 
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CO 

CO 

- 

Psychopath 

16  and 
over 

CO 

§ 
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g 
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s 

- 
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s 
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There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  total  number  of  patients  admitted 
to  the  psychiatric  hospitals  in  connection  with  whose  admission  the 
Mental  Welfare  Section  has  been  concerned;  3,686  (4,102),  including  a 
proportionate  decrease  in  the  number  admitted  compulsorily  under 
Sections  25  and  26  of  the  Mental  Health  Act.  There  has,  however,  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  in  relaiion  to  care  in 
the  community  as  can  be  seen  from  the  increased  number  of  visits  made  in 
relation  to  pre-care  and  after-care  work.  The  preventative  aspect  of  the 
work  is  reflected  in  the  increased  number  of  visits  paid  in  relation  to  pre- 
care cases.  These  are  cases  referred  from  non-psychiatric  sources  within 
the  community  where  it  is  felt  that,  although  the  problems  presented  are 
social  rather  than  medical,  there  are  marked  indications  that  unless  effec- 
tive help  is  given  a psychiatric  breakdown  might  well  result.  It  is  recog- 
nised that  all  social  problems  have  this  element  in  them  to  some  extent 
and  that  the  majority  are  being  effectively  dealt  with  by  workers  in  a 
wide  variety  of  social  agencies.  Nevertheless,  because  of  the  special  nature 
of  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  its  close  links  with  the  psychiatric 
facilities  of  the  City,  it  is  natural  that  a considerable  number  of  cases  are 
specifically  referred  to  it.  The  sources  of  such  referrals  during  the  year 
are  given  below  in  Table  IV. 

Table  IV 


{These  patients  are  referred  for  psychiatric  social  care  only  and  are  also  included 
in  Table  I). 

General  Practitioners 

119 

Direct  Referrals 

97 

National  Asistance  Board 

27 

Welfare  Service  ... 

10 

Probation  Service 

7 

Children’s  Department  ... 

4 

Health  Visitors 

18 

Other  Social  Services 

27 

Ministry  of  Labour 

9 

Housing  Management  Department 

11 

Education  Department  ... 

6 

335 

A striking  feature  is  the  proportion  of  direct  referrals;  that  is,  people 
who  have  themselves  made  the  initial  contact  with  the  Service  in  an 
endeavour  to  seek  help  with  their  particular  problems.  This  is  encouraging 
and  suggests  that  the  broader  functions  of  the  Service  and  the  help  it  can 
offer  are  becoming  more  widely  known  within  the  community.  It  is  thus 
able  to  offer  early  assistance  to  those  who  are  seeking  help  with  their 
anxieties  and  emotional  difficulties.  Because  of  the  undoubted  stigma 
which  is  attached  to  mental  illness,  those  who  can  bring  themselves 
actively  to  seek  the  aid  of  the  Service  are  likely  to  be  those  who  are  able 
to  accept  help  and  perhaps  psychiatric  treatment  most  readily  and  with 
the  most  beneficial  results. 
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The  Chief  Welfare  Officer  has  once  again  allowed  certain  former 
patients  to  share  in  the  work  of  his  occupational  centres  and  general  out- 
work facilities,  and  this  helpful  and  beneficial  arrangement  has  been  much 
appreciated.  The  close  liaison  which  exists  with  other  social  agencies  in 
the  City,  and  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  has  continued.  This  co-operation  has  done  much  to  ensure  that 
the  mentally  disordered  in  the  community  obtain  full  benefit  of  the  many 
varied  services  available  to  them.  It  is  important  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  mentally  disordered  and  handicapped  should  not  be  seen  as  some 
special  class  of  persons,  but  rather  that  they  should  be  helped  to  use  the 
normal  services  provided  within  the  community  for  those  who  need  help 
and  support. 

Hostels 

The  Health  Committee  continues  to  provide  accommodation  for 
former  mentally  ill  patients  at  two  hostels;  one  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  City  for  women,  while  the  other  in  the  north  is  for  both  sexes.  The 
latter  was  opened  on  the  1st  January,  1960,  originally  as  a male  hostel 
and  although  having  accommodation  for  only  twelve  beds  it  has  not  been 
running  to  capacity.  The  Health  Committee  decided  to  utilise  this  as  a 
mixed  hostel,  as  the  building  was  adaptable  for  such  purpose,  and  in 
August,  1962,  the  first  females  were  admitted.  Naturally  some  appre- 
hension was  felt  as  to  what  repercussions  there  might  be  in  making  such 
changes  in  the  system  and  what  the  effect  would  be  on  the  male  residents. 
After  only  a few  days  these  apprehensions  were  dispelled.  It  seemed  as  if 
new  life  had  come  into  the  hostel  and  the  men’s  attitude  had  completely 
changed.  WTiereas  previously  some  of  them  had  been  somewhat  slovenly 
about  personal  hygiene  they  were  now  stimulated  to  unusual  cleanliness, 
their  previously  forgotten  manners  were  restored  and  the  ladies  were 
regarded  with  respect.  The  admissions  and  discharges  at  both  hostels  for 
the  past  year  are  given  below. 

MIXED  HOSTEL  FEMALE  HOSTEL 


Complement — 12  beds 

M 

F 

Complement  — 12  beds 

No.  admitted 

29 

7 

No.  admitted 

. 50 

Disposal 

Disposal 

Discharged  to  lodgings  ... 

15 

1 

Discharged  to  lodgings 

. 20 

Discharged  to  home  or  relatives 

2 

— 

Discharged  to  residential  jobs  .. 

9 

Discharged  to  residential  jobs  ... 

— 

2 

Returned  to  hospital  ... 

. 13 

Returned  to  hospital 

6 

1 

Still  in  residence 

. 8 

Still  in  residence  ... 

6 

3 

29 

7 

50 
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Community  Care  of  the  Mentally  Subnormal 

The  supervision  of  the  mentally  subnormal  patients  under  twenty-one 
living  in  the  community  is  undertaken  by  the  Education  Committee  on 
behalf  of  the  Health  Committee.  Provision  is  made,  however,  for  those 
between  eighteen  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  be  reviewed  and  for  all 
those  still  requiring  community  care  to  be  passed  to  the  mental  welfare 
officers.  An  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  a number  of  patients  attending 
the  senior  special  training  centres. 

Facilities  for  the  training  of  the  mentally  subnormal  under  supervision 
are  provided  at  eight  junior  special  training  centres  and  two  senior  special 
training  centres  (one  male  and  one  female).  The  first  purpose-built  junior 
special  training  centre  was  opened  at  Fox  Hollies  on  the  7th  June,  1962,  and 
provision  has  been  made  for  three  more  purpose-built  centres  to  be  opened 
early  in  1963  to  replace  three  existing  centres.  The  administration  of  the 
junior  special  training  centres  and  the  senior  special  training  centre  for 
females  is  undertaken  by  the  Education  Committee  on  behalf  of  the 
Health  Committee,  whilst  the  administration  of  the  senior  special  training 
centre  for  males  is  carried  out  directly  by  officers  of  the  Health  Committee. 

The  activities  of  the  junior  special  training  centres  cover  elementary 
speech  training,  word  recognition,  music  and  movement,  habit  training, 
domestic  and  sense  training,  physical  training  and  handicrafts.  At  the 
senior  special  training  centre  for  females  a wider  range  of  more  advanced 
subjects  is  taught,  including  domestic  subjects  in  addition  to  the  usual 
handwork  and  crafts.  The  Centre  also  undertakes  a certain  amount  of 
outwork  for  local  firms,  which  consists  of  carding  and  packing  toilet  goods. 
This  has  proved  of  immense  value,  the  girls  have  become  very  adept  at 
this  type  of  work  and  it  has  elevated  them  to  the  status  of  workers  as 
they  have  had  the  added  incentive  of  earning  a little  money.  The  profits 
earned  are  distributed  among  the  girls  on  the  basis  simply  of  the  number 
of  hours  worked:  that  is,  without  regard  to  their  very  different  speeds  of 
work.  The  amount  earned  has  in  no  case  affected  their  entitlement  to 
National  Assistance  allowance. 

As  in  previous  years  the  children  were  taken  on  outings  to  places  of 
interest.  “Open  Days”  were  arranged  and  each  centre  had  a Christmas 
party.  Forty  children  attending  junior  special  training  centres  were 
provided  with  a week’s  holiday  in  the  country,  and  a party  of  senior  girls 
spent  a week’s  holiday  at  Rhyl. 

Most  of  the  trainees  attending  the  junior  special  training  centres  and 
senior  special  training  centre  for  females  travel  by  public  service  vehicles 
and  fares  are  paid  by  the  Health  Committee.  Guides  are  provided  where 
necessary.  Seventy  physically  handicapped,  severely  subnormal  cases 
are  conveyed  by  private  hire  cars. 

Forty-five  mentally  subnormal  children,  unable  to  attend  special 
training  centres,  received  training  by  Home  Teachers  in  their  own  homes. 


169 


The  senior  special  training  centre  for  males  at  Aldridge  Road, 
Perry  Barr,  Birmingham,  provides  training  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-four. 
This  Centre  serves  the  whole  of  the  City  and  the  majority  of  the  trainees 
are  conveyed  by  five  special  buses  which  pick  them  up  at  pre-arranged 
points  en  route.  A guide  is  in  attendance  on  each  bus.  This  has  meant 
considerable  organisation  and  great  assistance  has  been  given  by  Birming- 
ham City  Transport  Department  in  mapping  out  the  routes  and  preparing 
the  time-tables.  Each  bus  takes  approximately  one  hour  on  its  journey 
to  the  Centre.  Three  physically  handicapped,  severely  subnormal  males 
are  conveyed  by  private  hire  cars. 

This  Centre,  which  opened  in  April,  1961,  is  now  well  established  and 
showing  steady  progress.  The  trainees  have  responded  to  the  training  even 
better  than  anticipated  and  the  high  percentage  of  attendances  reflects 
their  enthusiasm.  There  is  always  an  ample  supply  of  industrial  work 
requiring  var^dng  degrees  of  skill  in  carpentry,  metalwork,  assembling  and 
wiring  electrical  goods,  various  processes  for  the  rubber  industry  and 
gardening,  to  name  but  a few'  of  the  occupations.  All  trainees  take  part  in 
indoor  and  outdoor  activities  and  spend  several  sessions  a week  in  academic 
work  and  leisure  activities.  As  in  the  case  of  the  senior  special  training 
centre  for  females,  the  profits  earned  are  distributed  among  the  trainees 
in  the  form  of  a bonus. 


Table  V NUMBERS  ATTENDING  SPECIAL  TRAINING  CENTRES 


Junior  Special  Training  Centres 

Under  16 

M F 

Over  16 

M F 

Total 

Erdington 

15 

12 

1 

2 

30 

Fox  Hollies  ... 

25 

27 

1 

— 

53 

Glebe  Farm  ... 

15 

15 

1 

1 

32 

Hobmoor 

18 

16 

1 

— 

35 

Kingstanding 

23 

9 

2 

— 

34 

St.  Paul’s 

32 

10 

2 

1 

45 

Weoley  Castle 

16 

18 

1 

— 

35 

Wretham  Road 

15 

17 

2 

— 

34 

Senior  Special  Training  Centres 

Aldridge  Road 

— 

— 

154 

— 

154 

Bell  Barn 

— 

— 

— 

124 

124 

Social  Club 

The  Social  Club  now  has  seventeen  members. 

Activities  during  1962  have  been  mainly  games  and  discussions  in  the 
club  room,  and  on  one  evening  a film  was  shown  by  a staff  member. 

The  club  members  organised  a visit  to  the  Tulip  Festival  in  the  Spring, 
and  met  to  go  swimming  during  the  Summer.  They  provided  a very 
successful  Christmas  party  from  their  own  funds. 
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Psychological  Reports 


Work  done  by  the  educational  psychologists,  largely  on  behalf  of  the 
Children’s  Department,  was  as  follows: 

Reports  for  Magistrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  667 

Reports  for  Mental  Health  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

673 


II.  Family  Care  Section 

This  Section  continues  to  give  social  work  help  and  support,  through 
its  group  of  trained  social  workers,  to  families  presenting  acute  social 
problems.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  caseworkers  in  the  Section 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  families  were  being  visited.  The  Section  is  still 
too  small  to  provide  an  adequate  family  casework  service  for  the  City,  and 
cannot  yet  meet  all  the  demands  made  even  within  the  inner  ring  of  the 
City,  where  the  bulk,  but  not  all,  of  the  problems  lie.  The  difficulty  and 
intensiveness  of  this  work  are  such  that  case  loads  cannot  be  high,  and 
turnover  is  slow  because  of  the  chronicity  of  many  of  the  problems 
encountered  and  the  slow  movement  of  these  families  towards  adequate 
social  functioning.  The  most  marked,  though  not  universal,  common 
factor  of  these  families  is  their  social  isolation.  Many  of  them  are  families 
rejected  by  the  community  because  of  their  antisocial  behaviour,  by  other 
social  agencies  because  of  their  intractability  and  who  often  find  them- 
selves without  the  support  of  relatives.  Often  the  work  of  the  Section’s 
social  worker  is  to  offer  friendship  to  a family,  to  accept  them  for  them- 
selves, to  lift  them  out  of  their  despair,  and  to  stimulate  their  desire  to 
change;  to  help  them  to  communicate  with  society  and  slowly  to  find  or 
recover  confidence  in  achievement.  The  presenting  problems  causing 
referral  are  usually  child  neglect,  unsatisfactory  home  conditions,  marital 
disharmony,  overwhelming  debt  or  rent  arrears,  all  of  which  are  symptoms 
of  defects  of  personality  or  intellect,  often  combined  with  physical  or 
mental  ill-health. 

The  small  group  of  special  home  helps  have  continued  to  assist  the 
caseworkers  by  giving  practical  help  in  the  home  to  some  of  the  most 
disorganised  and  needy  families,  or  sometimes  where  ill-health  is  affecting 
the  mother’s  functioning,  and  they  have  achieved  some  very  satisfactory 
results. 

One  new  experiment  during  the  year  has  been  the  setting-up,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services,  of  a mother  and  baby  club  at 
the  headquarters  at  76,  City  Road,  for  mothers  known  to  the  Section.  The 
aim  is  to  help  relieve  their  social  isolation.  This  seems  to  be  meeting  a 
need  and  further  similar  experiments  are  being  planned. 
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III.  Parent  Guidance  Clinic 

The  major  development  during  the  year  has  been  a further  increase 
in  the  social  work  undertaken  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  at  the 
children’s  out-patient  clinic  at  Selly  Oak  Hospital.  This  means  that  the 
Parent  Guidance  Clinic  now  has  quite  a strong  link  with  the  school 
children  in  addition  to  its  original  purpose  of  providing  a service  for 
mothers  with  problems  relating  to  pre-school  infants. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  ten  new  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Parent  Guidance  Clinic,  just  over  half  of  these  coming  from  the  welfare 
centres,  and  the  rest  from  the  other  social  work  agencies.  In  addition, 
two  hundred  and  sixteen  interviews  and  visits  were  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Children’s  Hospital  clinic,  and  the  work  for  the  Selly  Oak  clinic,  w^hich 
started  at  the  end  of  May,  involved  87  interviews. 

The  staff  have  given  a total  of  twenty-three  talks,  to  parents’  groups 
and  groups  of  professional  workers  such  as  student  health  visitors,  student 
nurses,  etc.,  about  the  work  of  the  Clinic  and  child  development. 

Educational  Programme 

The  Service  continues  to  contribute  actively  to  the  training  of  social 
workers.  Students  from  a variety  of  social  work  training  courses,  including 
those  provided  by  the  Universities  of  Southampton,  London  and  Birming- 
ham, and  by  the  City  of  Birmingham  College  of  Commerce,  have  spent 
extended  periods  of  training  in  all  three  sections  of  the  Service.  Senior 
officers  have  also  taken  part  in  seminars  and  discussions  relating  to  training 
for  social  work  generally  in  the  West  Midlands. 

Members  of  the  staff  have  undertaken  lectures  and  discussions  in 
conjunction  with  the  Health  Education  Section  and  in  relation  to  edu- 
cational programmes  arranged  by  other  professional  bodies  in  the  City. 
The  total  number  of  lectures  given  was  58. 

Administration 

(a)  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee,  composed 
of  the  Chairman  and  twelve  members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Monthly  meetings  are  held. 

(b)  Number  and  qualifications  of  staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health 
Service: 

Responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Service,  who  in 
turn  is  responsible  to  the  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  - Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

1 Chief  Assistant  - Certificates  in  Social  Administration  and  in 
Psychiatric  Social  Work  (Manchester). 

2 Senior  Administrative  Assistants  - one  holding  Certificate  of  Poor 
Law  Examinations. 
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Mental  Welfare  Section 

4 Divisional  Mental  Welfare  Officers  - one  holding  Certificate  of 
Psychiatric  Social  Work  and  one  holding  a Certificate  in  Social 
Science. 

7 Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers  - one  holding  Certificate  in 
Psychiatric  Social  Work  and  three  Registered  Mental  Nurses. 

9 Mental  Welfare  Officers  - one  holding  Certificate  in  Social  Science, 
six  Registered  Mental  Nurses. 

Clerical  staff  - 3 Clerk-typists,  1 Clerk,  1 Junior  Clerk,  4 Shorthand  - 
typists. 

Family  Care  Section 

1 Senior  Caseworker  - holds  Social  Studies  Certificate  and  Home 
Office  Certificate  in  Child  Care  and  Diploma  in  Social  Adminis- 
tration. 

1 Caseworker  - holds  B.Sc.  (Soc.)  Degree  and  Post-Graduate  Diploma 
in  Social  Work. 

4 Assistant  Caseworkers  - two  hold  B.A.(Soc.)  Degrees,  one  holds 
B.Soc.Sc.  Degree  and  one  holds  Certificate  of  Social  Science. 

1 Welfare  Assistant  - holds  B.A.  Degree. 

1 Shorthand- typist,  1 Junior  Clerk. 

Parent  Guidance  Clinic 

1 Consultant  Psychiatrist,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.M.  - one  session 
per  week. 

1 Senior  Psychiatric  Social  Worker. 

2 Social  Workers  - hold  Certificates  in  Social  Science. 

1 Shorthand-typist. 

Special  Training  Centre,  Aldridge  Road 

(Under  management  of  Health  Committee) 

1 Warden  (Teacher’s  Certificate,  M.Col.H.) 

1 Senior  Supervisor. 

1 Senior  Assistant  Supervisor. 

4 Assistant  Supervisors  (one  has  Diploma  of  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health;  one  has  R.M.P.A.,  S.R.N.) 

1 Senior  Instructor. 

5 Instructors  (three  are  qualified  tradesmen.  City  & Guilds,  and 
R.H.S.) 

1 Clerk. 

4 Kitchen  Attendants. 
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special  Training  Centres  and  After-Care 

(Under  the  management  of  Education  Committee  on  behalf  of  Health 
Committee) 

9 Supervisors  (six  hold  Diploma  of  National  Association  for  Mental 
Health). 

20  Assistant  Supervisors  (five  hold  Diploma  of  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health). 

10  Welfare  Attendants. 

10  Kitchen  Attendants. 

1 Supervisor  of  Training  Centres  (Diploma  of  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health). 

1 After-Care  Officer  (B.Com.London). 

5 After-Care  Visitors  (one  holds  M.A.  Degree  and  Social  Science 
Diploma;  one  is  a S.R.N.,  Domestic  Science  Diploma). 

3 Home  Teachers. 
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INSPECTION  AND  REGISTRATION  OF 
NURSING  HOMES  AND  NURSING  AGENCIES 


(1)  Nursing  Homes  (Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  nine  nursing  homes  on  the  register, 
providing  tw^o  hundred  and  eleven  beds.  Two  homes  closed  down  during 
the  year,  one  with  three  beds  for  chronic  medical  cases  and  one  with  one 
maternity  bed.  One  home  for  chronic  cases  increased  its  accommodation 
from  forty-seven  to  forty-eight  beds.  Two  new  homes  were  registered 
during  the  year,  one  for  eighteen  chronic  medical  cases,  and  the  other 
a home  for  unmarried  mothers,  with  eighteen  beds. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  nursing  homes  during  the  year 
w'as  forty-five  (40  by  medical  officers  and  5 by  supervisors  and  midwives). 

(2)  Nurses  agencies  (Nurses  Agencies  Act,  1957) 

A licence  was  granted  to  one  new  agency  and  a cancellation  was 
received  from  another  agency  which  had  been  registered  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Act. 


MEDICAL  CARE  OF  DEPRIVED  CHILDREN 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1948 

The  total  number  of  children  in  the  care  of  local  authorities  in 
England  and  Wales  on  31st  March,  1962  was  63,648  compared  with  62,199 
on  31st  March,  1961.  Comparable  figures  in  Birmingham  were  1,598  on 
31st  March,  1962  and  1,492  on  31st  March,  1961. 

The  total  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  care  of  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1962,  was  1,494  compared 
with  1,300  the  previous  year  and  1,137  in  1960:  the  numbers  of  children 
discharged  from  care  were  1,388,  1,205  and  1,104  respectively.  Of  the  1,388 
discharged,  1,260  returned  to  the  care  of  their  parents,  relatives  or 
friends,  and  included  the  revocation  cf  Fit  Person  Orders.  The  number  of 
children  living  at  home  on  trial  with  their  parents  or  relatives  on  31st 
March,  1962  was  sixty-seven  compared  with  sixty-nine  on  31st  March, 
1961. 

By  the  end  of  1962  the  total  number  of  children  in  care  under  the 
Children  Act,  1948,  or  committed  to  care  under  the  Children  and  Young 
Persons  Act,  1933  had  risen  to  1,609.  During  1962  there  were  1,468 
admissions  and  1,445  discharges  under  the  Children  Act,  1948  and  thirty- 
six  committals  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933:  thirty- 
two  committal  orders  were  revoked  or  expired. 

Admission  applications  were  made  to  the  Children’s  Department  in 
respect  of  3,859  children  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1962  and 
1,407  (i.e.  36  per  cent.)  of  these  were  accepted. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  children  coming  into  care  during  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1962  because  their  mothers  could  not  provide  for 
them  was  thirty-two  compared  with  twenty-seven  in  1961. 

Boarded-out  Children 

The  number  of  children  boarded-out  in  Birmingham  on  31st  March, 
1962  in  terms  of  the  Boarding-out  of  Children  Regulations,  1955,  together 
with  children  in  lodgings  and  residential  employment  was  five  hundred 
and  sixty-four  compared  with  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  on  31st 
March,  1961. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good,  fourteen  having  been 
admitted  to  hospital  for  various  reasons,  none  of  which  was  of  a serious 
nature. 

Routine  medical  examinations  have  been  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners  or  by  the  medical  officers  in  infant  welfare  centres. 
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When  a couple  apply  to  the  Children’s  Department  to  foster  a child 
they  give  details  of  their  previous  medical  history.  If  the  Department  are 
in  doubt  as  to  the  medical  suitability  of  the  applicants  the  case  is 
investigated  and  a recommendation  is  made  to  the  Children’s  Depart- 
ment. In  1962  further  investigations  were  carried  out  on  fourteen 
prospective  foster  parents  of  which  ten  were  recommended  and  four 
were  not. 

Children  in  Residential  Establishments 

During  January  the  vaccination  state  of  the  children  was  brought  up 
to  date;  three  hundred  and  sixteen  children  were  vaccinated  against 
smallpox. 

It  was  decided  to  change  the  organisation  for  immunising  children  in 
the  majority  of  nurseries  and  children’s  homes.  The  assistant  medical 
officers  will  now  carry  out  the  necessary  procedures  at  monthly  intervals 
when  they  are  making  the  routine  inspections.  New  record  cards  are 
being  designed  and  it  is  hoped  to  introduce  this  system  early  in  1963. 

The  number  of  mentally  handicapped  children  in  care  has  increased 
in  the  past  few  years  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  graph.  This 
has  presented  a problem  to  the  staff,  especially  in  the  residential  nurseries 
where  the  children  are  grouped  in  family  rooms  and  are  under  the  care  o f 
one  nursery  nurse.  If  there  is  a mentally  handicapped  child  in  a group  it 
does  place  an  added  strain  on  her  efforts  to  care  for  the  children  and  to 
make  the  handicapped  child  socially  acceptable. 

ADMISSION  TO  CARE  OF  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN  ASCERTAINED 
(OR  LIKELY  TO  BE  ASCERTAINED)  AS  INCURABLE 
JAN.  1957-JAN.  1963 


of  Cliil4r«n. 
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Representation  has  been  made  both  to  the  Mental  Health  Section 
and  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  it  is  hoped  that  two  or  three  of 
the  severely  handicapped  children  will  be  admitted  to  hospital  in  the 
near  future.  At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  twelve  children  who  were  in  the 
care  of  the  Birmingham  Children’s  Department  resident  in  mental 
hospitals,  their  ages  ranging  from  five  to  seventeen  years. 

The  Mental  Health  Section  readily  gives  advice  and  guidance  on  all 
mental  health  problems  connected  with  children  in  care.  There  is  close 
co-operation  between  the  two  departments. 

Outbreaks  of  Infection 

Flint  Green  : 

Residential  Nursery 

At  the  beginning  of  May  two  children  were  notified  as  having 
symptoms  of  dysentery.  Specimens  were  collected  from  the  majority  of 
children  and  staff;  ten  showed  evidence  of  shigella  sonne  and  treatment 
was  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioner.  Instructions  were  given  for 
thorough  handwashing,  swabbing  down  of  surfaces  likely  to  be  con- 
taminated and  the  use  of  paper  towels.  The  children  readily  entered  into 
this  routine. 

None  of  the  children  or  staff  was  seriously  ill  but  the  outbreak  lasted 
for  six  weeks  before  finally  all  specimens  were  negative.  A number  of  the 
children  went  on  holiday  but  on  their  return  symptoms  of  dysentery 
recurred.  The  above  measures  were  again  instituted  and  after  a few  weeks 
this  subsided  and  the  children  and  staff  returned  to  normal  routine. 

Wychbury  House  : 

Residential  Nursery: 

At  the  beginning  of  December  seven  members  of  staff  and  seven 
children  developed  attacks  of  vomiting.  Nose  and  throat  swabs,  faecal 
specimens  and  specimens  of  food  were  taken.  No  pathological  organisms 
were  isolated  from  any  of  these  specimens.  Both  children  and  staff  recovered 
within  twenty-four  hours  and  there  were  no  further  symptoms.  Virus 
tissue  culture  was  carried  out  on  the  nose  and  throat  swabs  but  no  virus 
was  isolated. 

Similar  small  outbreaks  of  infection  were  occurring  in  the  City  at  the 
time  and  were  believed  to  be  due  to  infection  by  an  unidentifiable  virus. 
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Deaths 

There  were  four  deaths  during  the  year. 

C.F.,  born  19.10.59:  This  boy  came  into  care  in  December  1959,  follow- 
ing his  mother’s  desertion.  He  suffered  from  microcephaly,  cerebral 
palsy,  epilepsy  and  mental  deficiency.  Since  May,  1961  the  child's  health 
had  been  deteriorating  slowly  and  on  4th  January,  1962  he  died.  The 
primary  cause  of  death  was  bronchopneumonia. 

M.F.,  born  10.11.61:  This  girl  had  been  in  care  since  the  27th  April, 
1962  because  her  parents  were  homeless.  She  was  in  the  Children’s 
Hospital  and  in  April  was  transferred  to  a home  for  mentally  retarded 
children.  She  was  suffering  from  spina  bifida,  hydrocephalus  and  severe 
mental  deficiency  and  died  on  7th  May,  the  primary  cause  of  death  being 
pneumonia. 

R.M.,  born  31.10.58:  This  girl  was  received  into  care  on  1st  October 
1962  as  both  parents  had  been  admitted  to  hospital.  She  was  severely 
mentally  and  physically  handicapped  and  died  on  6th  October  from  acute 
bronchitis. 

W.C.,  born  9.5.61:  This  girl  was  received  into  care  on  24th  September, 
1962.  She  developed  measles  on  19th  November  and  died  on  2nd  December, 
the  cause  of  death  being  toxic  myocarditis  and  measles. 

Details  follow  on  pages  181  and  183  of  medical  circumstances  in  the 
Children’s  Homes,  as  well  as  in  the  Residential  Nurseries,  Remand 
Homes,  Approved  School  and  Boy’s  Hostel. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN 

In  accordance  with  the  Adoption  Agencies  Regulations,  1959,  all 
prospective  adopting  parents  are  investigated  as  to  their  previous  health 
and  antecedents.  A recommendation  is  then  made  for  further  consideration 
to  be  given  to  their  application.  During  1962  there  were  fifty-eight  couples 
investigated,  forty-seven  v/ere  recommended  as  medically  fit,  three  were 
found  to  have  some  medical  condition  which  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
placing  of  a child  with  them,  and  eight  were  deferred  for  review  in  six  to 
twelve  months’  time.  In  seven  cases  it  was  recommended  that  the  child 
be  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  before  placing. 

In  accordance  with  the  Adoption  Act,  1958,  information  is  given 
through  the  Birmingham  Children’s  Department  to  adoption  societies  on 
whether  the  household  is  known  to  the  health  visitor  for  the  area  concerned. 
No  special  visit  is  made  but  the  information  is  obtained  from  the  health 
visitors’  record  cards  and  personal  knowledge  of  the  family.  In  1962  there 
were  fifty-three  enquiries  made,  twenty-one  were  recommended  for 
consideration,  thirty-one  were  not  known  to  the  health  visitors  and  one 
was  not  recommended. 
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Statistics 

During  1962  a weekly  Adoption  Clinic  was  held  until  mid-May, 
thereafter  it  became  necessary  to  have  two  sessions  per  week  - a total  of 
ninety-seven  sessions  being  held  in  all.  All  preliminary  examinations 
were  held  at  the  Adoption  Clinic  with  the  exception  of  twelve  cases 
examined  at  a mother  and  baby  home.  A total  of  three  hundred  and  two 
examinations  was  carried  out.  The  results  of  these  examinations  were  as 
follows: — 


{a)  Preliminary  Examinations 

Fit  for  placing  . . . . . . . . . . . 105 

Unfit  for  placing  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Congenital  heart  lesion  . . . . . . (2) 

Cerebral  damage  . . . . . . . . (1) 

Hydrocephalus  . . . . . . . . (1) 

Withdrawn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 


115 


Final  Examinations 
Children's  Department  placings 
Other  adoption  societies 
Private  and  third  party  placings 
In  residential  care 
With  natural  mother  . . 


109 

44 

8 

13 

1 


Results  of  Examinations 

Healthy  143 

Minor  defects  (no  contra-indication  to  adoption)  . . . . 17 


Undescended  testes 

(1) 

Strabismus 

(2) 

Phimosis  . . 

(1) 

Cyst  of  eyelid 

(1) 

Supra  trochlear  spur 

(1) 

Naevus  . . 

(3) 

Webbing  of  toes  . . 

(1) 

Otorrhoea 

(1) 

Mild  scoliosis 

(1) 

Deficiency  of  analsphincter 

(1) 

Enlarged  thymus 

(7) 

Hearing  defect  . . 

(2) 

Iron  deficiency  (anaemia) 

(1) 

(23  defects  in 

17  children) 

Major  defects  (accepted  by  adopters)  . . . . . . 2 

Congenital  cateract  . . . . . . . . (1) 

Ventricular  septal  defect  (operated). . . . (1) 

Found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  general  development,  (not  fit 

for  adoption) . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 4 

Withdrawn  by  natural  mother  . . . . . . . . 9 

(c)  Reviews  in  1962  from  1956  - 1962 

Passed  fit  for  adoption  . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Unfit  for  adoption  (poor  general  ability)  . . . . . . 1 
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REMAND  HOMES  AND  APPROVED  SCHOOL 
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CHILDREN’S  HOMES  AND  BOYS’  HOSTEL 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  & 1951 

COMPULSORY  REMOVAL 

During  1962  there  was  a further  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
referred  for  removal  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts.  Twenty-two 
were  investigated  (21  women  and  one  man).  In  the  majority  it  was  possible 
to  provide  adequate  domiciliary  facilities,  but  in  two  ca&es  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  them  compulsorily,  one  to  hospital  and  the  other  to  a home  for 
the  aged  run  by  a voluntary  organisation. 

Care  of  Patients’  Property  under  Section  48  (1)  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  City  Council  under  Section  48  (1)  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  to  the  extent  to  which  that  Section  applies 
to  the  property  of  persons  admitted  to  hospitals  as  patients,  have  been 
delegated  to  the  Health  Committee.  In  order  to  carry  out  these  duties,  it  is 
necessary  for  officers  of  the  Department  to  take  reasonable  steps  to  prevent 
loss  of  or  damage  to  moveable  property  of  patients  in  hospitals,  where  no 
other  suitable  arrangements  have  been,  or  are  being,  made. 

During  1962,  seventy-eight  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  through  various  sources;  sixty-five  were  notified  by  the  Mental 
Health  Section;  five  by  other  sections  of  the  Department,  two  by  the 
Police  and  six  by  various  hospitals. 

It  is  sometimes  found  that  a relative  or  close  friend  will  undertake  to 
safeguard  the  patients’  property.  Where  the  patient  is  living  in  lodgings  or 
in  rooms,  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  the  property  into  storage;  eleven 
cases  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  and  property  belonging  to  forty-one 
patients  was  in  storage  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Where  the  patient  is  a 
householder,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  any  valuables  from  the  house 
and  to  hold  the  keys  during  the  patient’s  stay  in  hospital.  In  twenty-eight 
cases,  the  keys  to  patients’  houses  were  held  for  varying  periods.  Keys  and 
property  are  handed  back  to  the  patients  on  their  discharge. 

In  the  event  of  a patient’s  death,  the  property  is  handed  to  the  next- 
of-kin,  if  any,  and  where  there  is  no  known  next-of-kin  the  Treasury 
Solicitor  is  informed,  when  necessary,  in  order  that  action  may  be  taken 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 

Where  a mental  patient  has  assets  which  need  to  be  protected  or 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  or  used  for  his  benefit  because  he  is  incapable 
of  managing  his  own  affirs,  it  may  be  necessary,  when  there  are  no  relatives 
able  to  do  so,  for  this  Department  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Protection  for 
an  order  appointing  a Receiver  to  administer  the  patient’s  estate  imder 
the  directions  of  the  Court.  The  Secretary- Account  ant  is  appointed 
Receiver  in  such  cases  and  the  estates  of  forty  patients  were  being  ad- 
ministered under  Court  of  Protection  Orders  during  the  year. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 


Statistics 

The  total  number  of  registerd  blind  persons  remains  virtually  static. 


Tokil  Registered 

Blind 

Blind 

Blind 

Blind  over 

Year  end 

Blind 

Children 

Men 

Women 

65  years 

1958 

1,703 

62 

698 

943 

970 

1959 

1,705 

62 

698 

945 

961 

1960 

1,704 

61 

698 

945 

951 

1961 

1,711 

58 

700 

953 

970 

1962 

1,707 

59 

706 

942 

983 

In  each  of  the  past  four  years  the  number  of  blind  women  has  exceeded 
the  number  of  blind  men  by  33  per  cent. 


The  Blind  Register 


Additions  to  Register 

1958  ] 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Certified  Blind  . . 

144 

189 

172 

191 

144 

Immigrants  to  Birmingham  . 

24 

21 

23 

30 

23 

Reincluded  on  the  register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deletions  from  Register 

Through  death 

158 

180 

165 

173 

143 

Left  Birmingham 

21 

25 

30 

35 

28 

Sight  improved . . 

7 

3 

1 

3 

— 

Removals  from  Register  for  administrative 

reasons 

— 

4 

— 

Among  those  newly  certified  blind  in  1962  were  three  children. 

Forms  B.D.8  received  in  the  Health  Department  and  relating  to 
newly  certified  blind  persons  and  to  those  blind  already  who  moved  into 
Birmingham,  fell  into  the  following  categories. 


Primary  senile  cataract  . . 29 

Congenital  cataract  . . . . 3 

Glaucoma  . . . . . . 15 

Other  congenital  and  hereditary 
defects  . . . . . . 13 

Myopia . . . . . . . . 4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 2 


Local  Infection  . . . . 1 

Trauma  . . . . . . 4 

Diabetes  . . . . . . 10 

* Other  causes  . . . . 78 


* These  include  senility,  cause 
unknown,  arteriosclerosis,  cerebral 

tumor,  ulceration  of  cornea, 
nystagmus. 
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The  following  statement  prepared  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Salter,  Chief  Welfare 
Officer,  shows  the  arrangements  for  care,  education  and  employment  of 


the  blind. 

Is^  Jan. 

1962 

7 Babies  at  home  ... 

2 Babies  in  Sunshine  Homes 

28  Children  at  school — resident 

2 Children  at  school — day 

2 Children  school  age  in  Sunshine 
Homes  ... 

8 Children  school  age  at  home 

1 Child  school  age  in  Ellen  Terry 

Home 

8 Children  school  age  in  Regional 
Board  Hospitals 

— Children  school  age  in 
Occupation  Centres 

6 Adults  in  training — resident 

7 Adults  in  training — day  ... 

2 Undergoing  rehabilitation 
113  Workers  in  open  employment 
157  Workshop  workers 

6 Occupation  centre 

18  Other  blind  employees  ... 

24  Homeworkers 

39  St.  Dunstan’s 

19  Working  on  own  account 
1,078  Unemployable  at  home  ... 

95  Unemployable  in  Regional  Board 
Hospitals 

68  Unemployable  in  Welfare  Homes 
21  Unemployable  in  Cowley  Home 

1,711 


31s^  December,  1962 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

26 

26 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

1 

11 

11 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 

9 

— 

— 

9 

1 

2 

— 

3 

98 

18 

— 

116 

112 

38 

— 

150 

5 

1 

— 

6 

11 

7 

— 

18 

14 

11 

— 

25 

35 

— 

— 

35 

20 

4 

— 

24 

331 

716 

— 

1,047 

41 

66 

— 

107 

29 

55 

— 

84 

— 

21 

— 

21 

706 

942 

59 

1,707 
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Register  of  Partially  Sighted 

There  is  no  statutory  definition  in  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
but  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  advised  that  a person  who  is  not  blind  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act  but  is  nevertheless  substantially  and  permanently 
hadicapped  by  congenitally  defective  vision  or  in  whose  case  illness  or 
injury  has  caused  defective  vision  of  a substantial  and  permanently 
handicapping  character  be  regarded  as  partially  sighted. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  1959  the  register  contained  the  names  of 
207  persons — 64  men  ; 123  women  ; 20  children. 

By  the  beginning  of  1962  the  number  had  risen  to 
276  persons — 73  men  ; 147^women  ; 56  children. 

and  by  the  end  of  that  year  there  were 

260  persons — 64  men  ; 138  women  ; 58  children. 

Forms  B.D.8  received  in  the  Health  Department  and  relating  to 
newly  certified  partially  sighted  persons  or  those  registered  already  and 
who  were  coming  to  reside  in  Birmingham  fell  into  the  following  categories 
of  causes: — ■ 


Primary  senile  cataract  . . 
Congenital  cataract 
Glaucoma 

Other  congenital  and  hereditary 
defects 
Myopia 

Retrolental  fibroplasia  . . 


14  Trauma  . . . . . . 1 

4 Diabetes  . . . . . . 2 

6 * Other  causes  . . . . 22 

9 * These  include  senility,  cause 

5 unknown,  arteriosclerosis, 

1 albinism,  corneal  abscess. 


The  one  case  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  was  a girl  born  in  January  1958 
whose  birth  weight  was  1 lb.  9 ozs.  (had  been  in  incubator  and  oxygen 
tent). 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted 

Forms  B.D.8  have  been  received  for  patients  in  the  following  age 
groups: — 


Year  of 

urider 

1 

1 

1 

1 

receipt 
of  B.D.8 

\ 5 

5—9 

10—14 

15—24 

25—34 

*35—44 

45—54 

55—64 

65—69 

70—74 

75—84 

85—94 

95+ 

Total 

1958 

' 4 

! 4 

2 

7 

3 

1 

8 

16 

23 

17 

64 

14 

- 

173 

1959 

5 

10 

2 

6 

1 6 

17 

24 

20 

30 

87 

42 

1 

259 

1960 

: 7 

10 

3 

8 

2 

7 

13 

35 

21 

32 

77 

31 

1 

247 

1961 

8 

9 

6 

4 

« 1 

5 

13 

25 

28 

27 

88 

39 

1 

259 

1962 

5 

13 

1 

9 

6 

7 

8 

22 

20 

19 

84 

28 

1 

223 

Persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age  accounted  for  68  per  cent,  of  the 
new  cases  in  1962  as  compared  with  71  per  cent,  for  1961. 
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The  causes  of  loss  of  vision  and  the  treatment  recommended  were  : 


Cause  of  Disability 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  Section  “ F ” of 
the  form  B.D.8  recommends  : 
(a)  No  treatment 
(fc)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

5 

45 

1 

20 

1 

32 

119 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (6) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  at  the  year  end  had 
received  treatment 

20 

16 

1 

82 

The  twenty-one  glaucoma  patients,  prior  to  registration  as  blind  or 
partially  sighted,  had  received  treatment  as  follows: — 


Treatment  failed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Treatment  incomplete  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Condition  not  amenable  to  treatment  . . . . . . . . 5 

Treatment  incomplete  for  one  eye  and  failed  in  the  other  eye . . . . 2 

Partly  successful  . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1 

Successful  left  eye,  failed  right  eye  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Right  eye  successful  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Failed  left  eye,  partly  successful  right  eye  . . . . . . . . 1 

No  previous  treatment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


At  the  examination  for  registration  it  was  recommended  that  21 
glaucoma  patients  should  receive  treatment  and,  before  the  year  end  16 
of  them  in  fact  had  received  it. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

‘ There  were  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  notifications  (see  page  111.) 
The  Deaf-Blind 

In  1962  there  were  144  deaf-blind  persons  residing  as  follows: — 


In  OAvn  home 

In  homes  and  institutions 

Men 

38 

7 

Women 

62 

33 

Children 

4 

Total 

100 

44 

45 

95 

4 

144 
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The  100  living  in  their  own  homes  were 

Men 

Women 

Totcu 

Unemployable 

Employed  in  the  Work- 

26 

60 

86 

shops  for  the  Blind 

12 

2 

14 

In  open  employment 

— 

— 

— 

Instruction  to  the  deaf-blind  in  Manual  Alphabet,  Braille  and  Moon 
Reading  is  given  by  two  specialist  home  teachers.  iVssistance  is  also  given 
in  the  supply,  replacement  and  repair  where  necessary  of  hearing  aids, 
escort  to  hospital,  pastime  handicrafts  and  visits  especially  in  cases  of 
sickness,  etc.  Transistor  hearing  aids  have  been  supplied  to  those  deaf- 
blind  persons  who  were  suitable.  To  those  persons  at  work  and  those  in 
their  own  homes  or  in  institutions  these  services  are  equally  available. 

The  Welfare  Department  provides  transport  to  a daytime  social 
centre.  This  gives  the  deaf-blind  person  a chance  to  meet  other  people,  to 
play  cards,  dominoes  and  draughts. 

The  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  helped  in  regard  to 
holidays  at  homes  for  the  deaf-blind.  A summer  outing  to  the  countr}^ 
and  a Christmas  party  were  also  arranged.  Under  the  care  of  the  two 
specialist  home  teachers  a fortnight’s  holiday  for  the  deaf-blind  was 
arranged  at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

CEREBRAL  PALSY 

The  following  statement  is  from  the  Midland  Spastic  Association 
which  works  closely  with  the  City  Welfare  Department  and  the  School 
Health  Service  and  is  a great  asset  to  this  City. 

Provision  Made  for  779  Spastics  in  1962: — 

Children  under  5 years 

Attending  normal  nursery  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Attending  the  Cerebral  Palsy  Nursery  Unit  at  Carlson  House  16 
In  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

At  home — out-patient  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

no  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  known  cerebral  palsy  patients  under  5 years  55 

Estimated  population  under  5 years  . . . . . . . . 97,000 
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Children  aged  5 to  15  years. 

Attendiug  day  schools 

Cerebral  Palsy  School,  Carlson  House  ...  ...  ...  32 

Schools  for  physically  handicapped  ...  ...  ...  83 

Other  special  schools  (deaf  school  6,  open  air  school  1, 

partially  sighted  school  1,  E.S.N.  8)  ...  ...  ...  16 

Schools  primarily  for  normal  children  ...  ...  ...  81 

Home  tuition  and  training  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Training  centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Attending  residential  schools 

Cerebral  Palsy  School,  Carlson  House  ...  ...  ...  2 

Schools  for  the  physically  handicapped  ...  ...  ...  * 3 

Other  special  schools  (open  air  school  3,  E.S.N.  4.  hospital 

school  4,  Blind  School  1)  12 

In  institutions  for  the  mentally  subnormal  ...  ...  ...  23 

Remaining  at  home — ineducable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Remaining  at  home — educable,  and  awaiting  placement  ...  4 

Total  known  cerebral  palsy  patients  5 to  under  15  y«ars  306 
Estimated  population  5 to  under  15  years  ...  ...  162,800 

Persons  15  years  and  over 

still  at  school  or  receiving  home  tuition  . . . . . . . . 31 

Training  centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Outwork  - part-time  work,  housewives  . . . . . . . . 14 

Training  courses  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 4 

Sheltered  work  . . . . . . . . , , . . . . 9 

Normal  work  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Institution  for  mentally  subnormal  . . . . . . . . 47 

In  cerebral  palsy  home  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

In  cripples  home  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

In  hospitals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Midland  Spastic  Association  craft  classes  . . . . . . 22 

Other  craft  classes  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 12 

At  home  . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . . 78 

Total  known  cerebral  palsy  patients  aged  15  years  and  over  418 

Total  cerebral  palsy  patients  of  all  ages  in  Birmingham  ...  779 

The  Welfare  Department  of  the  Midland  Spastic  Association  has  been 
in  operation  for  just  over  twelve  years,  and  during  that  time  a vast  amount 
of  work  has  been  done.  Starting  in  December,  1950  with  one  welfare 
officer  in  a small  borrowed  room,  with  no  equipment  or  records  system,and 
little  money  to  spend,  the  Midland  Spastic  Association  at  the  present 
time  has  six  members  of  staff,  a department  of  its  own  in  a new  building, 
and  most  of  the  equipment  needed.  Over  the  years  a comprehensive 
Welfare  Service  has  been  built  up. 
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During  the  past  twelve  years  many  students  from  the  Birmingham 
University  Social  Study  Department  have  been  with  the  Midland  Spastic 
Association  for  practical  experience.  The  Association’s  Register  has  risen 
from  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  persons  in  December,  1950,  to  a present 
total  of  just  over  1,650  of  whom  779  are  in  Birmingham. 

At  first,  visiting  was  irregular  but  there  is  now  a regular  home 
visiting  service. 

They  have  two  full-time  Craft  Instructors  and  an  Orderly /Assistant. 
Craft  classes  are  held  on  five  full  days  each  week.  A wide  variety  of 
craftwork  is  taught  including  basketry,  carpentry,  weaving,  embroidery, 
rug  making,  leatherwork,  jewellery  making,  fabric  painting,  making 
lampshades. 

The  Play  Centre  is  open  three  days  a week  and  ten  children  attend, 
all  badly  disabled  physically  and  retarded  mentally. 

Three  evening  clubs  are  run  by  welfare  officers  with  the  assistance 
of  voluntary  helpers. 

The  Welfare  Committee  of  the  City  Council  maintained  nine  spastics 
in  special  homes,  assisted  sixteen  spastics  with  holidays  and  two  had  the 
loan  of  television  sets.  Twenty- two  spastics  took  part  in  the  Handicraft 
Scheme  and  nine  spastics  were  doing  outwork  which  the  Welfare 
Committee  arranged.  Ninety  spastics  also  took  part  in  the  activities  of  the 
Birmingham  Fellowship  of  the  Handicapped. 

Financial  aid  is  also  granted  to  the  Midland  Spastic  Association  to 
assist  in  their  work  for  the  spastic  disabled. 

EPILEPSY 

Direct  assistance  to  epileptics  during  1962  was  given  by  the  Welfare 


Committee  as  follows: — - 

Epileptics  maintained  in  colonies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Participating  in  the  handicraft  scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Outwork  arranged  by  the  Welfare  Department  ...  ...  ...  13 

Loan  of  a television  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Assisted  by  Welfare  Committee  with  holidays  ...  ...  ...  4 


Twenty-eight  epileptics  participated  in  the  activities  of  the  Birming- 
ham Fellowship  of  the  Handicapped. 

The  Welfare  Committee  also  arranged  financial  aid  to  the  Birmingham 
Branch  of  the  British  Epilepsy  Association  who  held  their  weekly  club  at 
the  Digbeth  Institute. 

In  addition,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  153  epileptic  children  of 
school  age  were  known  to  the  Education  Department.  Of  these  36 
were  being  maintained  at  residential  establishments  on  account  of  epilepsy. 
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FIRST  AID  AND  STAFF  WELFARE  SERVICE 
MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  CREMATIONS 

First  Aid  and  Staff  Welfare  Service 

SURGERY  ATTENDANCES 


1962 

1961 

Council  House 

4,280 

3,952 

Bush  House 

1,923 

1,984 

Totals  6,203 

5,936 

Each  Corporation  department  is  responsible  for  its  own  first  aid  and 
staff  welfare  arrangements  but,  in  addition,  the  above  two  surgeries 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Health  Department  and  are  provided 
for  the  benefit  of  all  Corporation  employees.  The  staff  are  available  during 
normal  working  hours  to  give  advice  and  emergency  treatment  for  various 
ailments,  injuries  and  sudden  illness.  At  the  written  request  of  an 
employee’s  own  practitioner  or  a hospital  doctor  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  Medical  Officer  for  Corporation  Staff  Welfare  or  one  of  his  deputies, 
treatment  other  than  emergency  treatment  and  first  aid  can  also  be 
arranged. 

Regular  visiting  of  all  Corporation  departments  is  maintained  in 
order  to  ensure  that  first  aid  facilities  are  satisfactory  and  outmoded 
methods  of  treatment  discarded  in  favour  of  modem  medical  practice.^  * 

Staff  changes,  new  premises,  fresh  hazards,  all  may  bring  their 
problems,  and  experience  has  shown  that  there  is  no  room  for  complacency 
in  the  field  of  occupational  health. 

Medical  Examinations 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
FOR  CORPORATION  STAFF  WELFARE 


1962 

1961 

Non-manual  Employees  ... 

1,172 

1,115 

Manual  Employees 

1,099 

988 

By  the  Medical  Officer  on  behalf 
of  other  Local  Authorities 

26 

31 

By  Staff  of  other  Local  Authorities 
on  cmr  behalf 

31 

24 
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The  above  figures  relate  only  to  the  medical  examinations  carried 
out  by  the  Medical  Oificer  for  Corporation  Staff  Welfare  and  do  not 
include  those  done  by: — 

1.  The  School  Health  Service  Medical  Officers  on  behalf  of  the 

Education  Department. 

2.  The  panel  of  General  Practitioners,  from  whom  about  1,000 

completed  forms  are  received  in  this  Department  annually. 

3.  Other  doctors  with  whom  certain  Corporation  departments  have 

special  arrangements. 


Cremations 

The  work  of  a Cremation  Medical  Referee  is  exacting  and  takes  up 
a great  deal  of  time.  He  has  to  satisfy  himself,  in  every  case,  that  the 
Cremation  Regulations  have  been  complied  with,  that  the  cause  of  death 
has  been  definitely  ascertained  and  that  there  exists  no  reason  for  any 
further  enquiry  or  examination,  before  issuing  his  written  authority  to 
cremate  to  the  Crematorium  Superintendent. 

CREMATIONS  AUTHORISED 


1962 

1961 

Lodge  Hill 

3,177 

3,158 

Yardley 

2,027 

2,009 

5,204 

5,167 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


A summary  of  the  work  of  the  Analytical  Laboratory  in  connection 
with  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  for  quality  examination  is  given 
earlier  in  this  report. 

This  chapter  deals  in  the  main  with  the  purity  of  food,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  supervision  of  premises,  equipment  and  persons  engaged 
in  the  preparation  and  serving  of  food. 

While  the  general  standard  of  food  premises  and  equipment  is 
satisfactory,  apart  from  a small  number  of  instances  to  which  reference  is 
made,  the  occurrence  of  incidents  of  infection  following  the  consumption 
of  food  continues  and  it  is  regrettable  that,  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
these  are  the  result  of  faulty  technique  of  preparation  or  failure  of  the 
individual  food  handler  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hj^giene  Regulations, 
1960. 

Frequent  inspection  and  observation  of  the  food  handler  at  work 
coupled  with  education  - whether  it  be  by  explanation  given  in  the  kitchen 
or  by  talks  given  to  the  staff  after  normal  hours  - are  all  important,  but 
can  have  little  permanent  result  unless  managements  are  sufficiently 
interested  in  the  hygienic  handling  of  food.  A conscience  at  that  level  is 
now  slowly  emerging,  as  shown  by  the  response  to  the  Certificate  Course 
of  Instruction  in  Food  Hygiene  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  chapter 
on  Health  Education,  and  to  the  continued  success  of  the  courses  arranged 
for  the  licensed  house  trade.  ^ 

During  the  year  inspectors  engaged  on  district  duties  made  a total  of 
8,015  visits  to  premises  as  follows: 

Visits  to  cafes,  hotels,  restaurants,  eating  houses,  clubs,  school 

meals  canteens,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,628 

Visits  to  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  897 

Visits  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  where  food  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  929 

Special  visits  to  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

8,015 

The  figure  of  total  visits  for  the  year  is  a little  higher  than  in  1961 
when  only  7,653  visits  were  made  but  is  still  below  that  of  previous  years 
and  this  results  from  pressure  of  other  work  such  as  visits  by  inspectors  in 
connection  with  applications  for  improvement  grants  and  in  connection 
with  the  survey  of  houses  in  multi-occupation  following  the  introduction 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  and  the  Management  Regulations  made  there- 
under. 
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The  standard  of  hygiene  and  food  handling  observed  in  food  premises 
has  in  general  continued  to  be  a good  one  but  in  six  instances  during  the 
year  it  was  considered  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings.  Two  cases 
concerned  smoking  whilst  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  and  the 
separate  offenders,  a cafe  proprietor  and  a bread  roundsman,  were  fined 
£5  and  £3  respectively. 

Dirty  cafe  premises  were  concerned  in  three  other  legal  proceedings 
and  in  two  cases  fines  of  £25  and  £30  were  imposed.  The  third  cafe,  run 
by  Asiatics,  was  in  a particularly  filthy  state  and  nine  charges  were  made 
involving  failure  to  keep  clean  premises  and  equipment  and  to  provide 
soap,  towels,  nailbrushes,  first  aid  equipment  and  receptacles  for  rubbish 
- total  fines  of  £38  were  imposed. 

The  last  instance  concerned  a factory  canteen  where  the  management 
had  refused  to  provide  a very  necessary  washhand  basin  claiming  that  an 
existing  basin  some  seventy  yards  away  from  the  canteen  was  adequate. 
The  Magistrates  found  otherwise  and  imposed  a fine  of  £20. 

Other  food  premises  inspected  included: 


Breweries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sweet  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Biscuit  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mineral  water  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

School  canteens  (with  kitchens)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  239 

School  canteens  (with  serveries)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 


Licensed  Premises 

The  work  of  routine  inspection  of  licensed  premises  increased  during 
the  year  as  a result  of  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1961. 
Notifications  of  applications  for  a licence  to  sell  intoxicating  liquor  or  for 
registration  of  clubs  submitted  to  the  Justices  are  sent  to  the  Department 
as  they  are  received  so  that  opportunity  can  be  given  for  objection  to  be 
raised  where  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  delegated  to 
the  Health  Committee  have  not  been  met. 

Part  III  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1961,  involving  the  registration  of 
clubs,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  March,  1962,  and  a spate  of  applications 
was  referred  to  the  Department  from  the  end  of  February  onwards. 

Appointments  were  made  and  visits  of  inspection  carried  out  of  the 
club  premises  with  special  reference  to  the  following  matters: 

(a)  That  satisfactory  catering  arrangements  for  the  storage,  preparation 
and  sale  of  food,  including  drink,  had  been  made,  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

(b)  That  satisfactory  provision  had  been  made  for  sanitary  accommo- 
dation for  use  by  members  of  the  public  as  may  be  required  by 
Section  89  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  Section  80  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1961. 
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In  the  case  of  thirteen  clubs  it  was  found  necessary  to  raise  formal 
objection  to  registration  of  the  clubs  because  they  fell  so  far  below  the 
requirements  of  the  above  legislation.  Letters  indicating  the  grounds  of 
objection  were  sent  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices  and  inspectors  later 
attended  the  court  hearing  of  each  application  for  registration  and  gave 
evidence  of  conditions  found. 


At  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  out  of  a total  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  clubs  dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  the  year  con- 
ditions were  not  bad  enough  to  warrant  objection  to  registration  being 
raised  with  the  Justices,  but  letters  of  constructive  criticism  were  sent  to 
the  secretaries  or  proprietors  of  the  clubs  calling  for  improvements,  nearly 
all  of  which  were  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960. 


The  special  visits  to  on-licence  premises  were  continued  at  peak 
trading  hours,  usually  in  the  evening,  and  were  followed  by  a visit  during 
the  day  soon  afterwards.  Off-licence  premises  also  received  attention  with 
daytime  visits.  A total  of  99  on-licence  premises  were  visited  during  the 
year  and  in  the  case  of  74  licensed  premises  deficiences  of  equipment, 
repair  or  other  conditions  were  found  and  were  the  subject  of  letters  to 
the  respective  breweries.  In  a number  of  cases  malpractices  were  observed 
in  connection  with  the  service  of  beer  and  these  were  taken  up  with  the 
licensee  and  also  with  the  brewery  concerned.  One  particular  brewery  had 
adapted  the  beer  pumps  in  their  licensed  houses  so  as  to  re-use  beer 
through  an  economiser.  Beer  collected  from  various  sources  was  drawn 
up  and  blended  at  a controlled  rate  with  fresh  beer.  It  was  observed  that 
waiters  were  adding  waste  beer  from  customers’  glasses  and  service  trays 
to  the  normal  overspilled  beer  and  this  also  was  being  resold  to  customers. 
Warning  letters  were  sent  but  the  malpractices  continued  and  so  it  was 
decided  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  the  case  of  three  licensed  premises 
where  it  was  considered  it  could  be  proved  that  beer  had  been  exposed  to 
risk  of  contamination.  Summonses  were  issued  against  the  brewery,  the 
managers  of  the  licensed  houses  and  the  actual  staff  involved  in  the  offences. 
The  cases  against  the  managers  and  staff  of  the  three  licensed  houses  were 
found  proved  and  the  Magistrates  imposed  fines  on  the  staff  for  exposing 
the  beer  to  risk  of  contamination  and  also  on  the  managers  for  permitting 
such  exposure.  Charges  were  heard  at  the  same  time  concerning  smoking 
while  serving  beer  and  were  also  found  proved.  The  brewery  concerned  had 
asked  that  its  case  be  heard  separately,  and  after  a lengthy  hearing  some- 
time later,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  in  a deferred  judgment  found  the 
charges  proved  that  the  brewery  had  allowed  beer  which  had  been 
exposed  to  risk  of  contamination  to  be  sold  to  the  public.  Much  useful 
publicity  was  given  to  the  case  which  it  is  hoped  may  have  a salutory 
effect  on  potential  offenders.  Fines  totalling  £114  were  imposed  on  the 
various  defendants. 
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In  addition  to  these  cases  proceedings  were  taken  three  times  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  other  licensed  premises  where  staff  were  observed  to 
be  smoking  while  serving  beer  and  the  Magistrates  imposed  fines  of  £2  in 
each  case. 

Mobile  Canteens 

A hawker  of  food,  which  term  includes  the  operator  of  a mobile 
canteen,  must  be  registered  under  the  provisions  of  Section  42  of  the 
Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1948,  before  he  can  operate  in  the  City. 
There  were  six  new  applications  for  registration  during  the  year  bringing 
the  total  to  57  operators  of  mobile  canteens  registered  in  the  City  at  the 
year  end.  Under  this  Section,  no  one,  other  than  a person  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  food,  shall  either  by  himself,  or  by  any  person  employed 
by  him,  sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  any  food  from  any  cart,  barrow  or 
other  vehicle  or  from  any  basket,  pail,  tray  or  other  receptacle  unless  he  is 
registered  with  the  Corporation.  In  addition,  if  it  is  necessary  to  use 
premises  for  the  storage  of  food  intended  for  such  sale  from  any  cart, 
barrow,  etc.,  then  the  premises  must  also  be  suitable  and  registered  by 
the  Corporation. 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960, 
apply  in  these  cases  and  the  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  observed  by 
the  operators  of  mobile  canteens  was  found  to  be  uniformly  satisfactory 
and  they  readily  co-operated  with  the  inspectors  in  remedying  any 
deficiencies. 

Factory  Canteens 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  many  factory  canteens. 
Some  of  these  canteens  cater  for  thousands  of  main  meals  per  day. 
Standards  within  this  class  of  premises  compare  favourably  with  many 
eating  houses  and  each  year  shows  works  of  improvement  at  a number  of 
premises.  There  were  796  canteens  known  to  be  operating  in  the  City  in 
1962  compared  with  804  at  the  end  of  1961. 

Eating  Houses  and  Catering  Premises 

Section  54  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1935,  requires  the 
registration  with  the  Corporation  of  all  premises  substantially  or  mainly 
used  for  the  sale  of  food  to  members  of  the  public  for  consumption  on  the 
premises.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,156  registered  eating  houses 
compared  with  1,159  at  the  end  of  1961.  During  the  year  the  registration 
of  36  eating  houses  had  been  cancelled  at  the  request  of  the  proprietors 
and  33  new  registrations  had  been  effected.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  1960,  are  applicable  to  all  these  premises  and  visits  have  been 
made  to  ensure  the  observance  of  them  and  of  the  Food  Handling  Byelaws, 
1950,  anfl  that  a good  standard  of  food  hygiene  is  maintained. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


In  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Section,  operating  under  direction  of  the 
Administrative  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (General  Purposes)  there  have 
been  no  staff  changes  during  the  year. 

A summary  of  the  visits  for  the  supervision  of  premises  and  plant  is 
as  follows: 


Pasteurising  plants  ... 

..  632 

Ice  cream  retailers 

5,340 

Sterilizing  plants 

..  628 

Iced  lollipop  manufacturers 

382 

Wholesale  purveyors 

,.  461 

Iced  lollipop  retailers 

5,441 

Retail  purveyors 

674 

Milk  bars  ... 

188 

Bottled  milk  shops  ... 

,.  2,565 

Principal  bakehouses 

533 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  . 

..  987 

(bread  and  confectionery) 

Interviews  310  Other  visits  1,212  Unsuccessful  visits  925 


Milk  Licences 


The  following  licences  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


Pasteurising  plants — H.T.S.T.  

Holder 

Sterilising  plants 

Distribution  depots  operated  by  the  larger  dairy  firms 
Retail  purveyors 
Bottled  milk  shops 


6 

1 

6 

17 

23 

2,667 


As  a result  of  amalgamation,  one  firm  discontinued  sterilisation  at 
both  of  their  premises,  and  their  licences  were,  therefore,  cancelled.  Two 
retail  purveyors  went  out  of  business  and  one  new  licence  was  issued. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Licences  were  again  issued  to  the  seven  dairies 
licensed  to  pasteurise,  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 
Milk,  although,  with  the  virtual  eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  the  dairy 
herds  in  the  area  of  supply  for  the  City,  it  would  seem  that  the  specific 
designation,  “Tuberculin  Tested,"  could  now  be  discontinued. 


A further  seventy-seven  prepacked  milk  licences  for  the  period  to 
31st  December,  1964,  were  issued  during  the  year,  the  total  now  being 
2,667. 


Work  of  extension  and  improvement  at  one  dairy  proceeded  during 
the  year  and  the  new  pasteurisation  plant  was  expected  to  be  in  operation 
in  the  early  part  of  1963,  to  be  followed  by  installation  of  additional  equip- 
ment for  the  sterilisation  of  milk. 


There  has  been  no  progress  in  connection  with  the  experimental 
Ultra  High  Temperature  Treatment  of  milk  as  an  alternative  to  sterilised 
milk  because  of  the  fact  that  milk  so  treated  has  not  been  sterilised  in  the 
bottle  as  is  required  by  the  regulations  governing  sterilisation  of  milk.  The 
Ministries  concerned  are,  however,  understood  to  be  trying  to  find  a new 
designation  for  milk  treated  in  this  way  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  method 
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of  heat  treatment  which  provides  a milk  of  safety  and  keeping  quality 
comparable  with  sterilised  milk,  without  its  characteristic  taste,  will  soon 
receive  official  recognition. 

Complaints 


The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year: — 


Dirt  or  foreign  matter  in  bottles 

General 

17 

Schools 

4 

“Watery”  sterilised  milk 

3 

— 

Glass  in  bottles 

3 

— 

Cap  in  bottle  ... 

1 

1 

“Bitter”  taste  in  sterilised  milk 

1 

— 

Although  the  number  of  complaints  received  shows  a decrease  as 
compared  with  the  previous  years,  the  condition  of  empties  returned  to 
the  dairies,  particularly  those  returned  from  factories,  shows  no  improve- 
ment and  continues  to  constitute  a serious  problem  for  the  dairy  trade. 

Milk  Sampling 

Arrangements  for  the  sampling  of  milk  during  delivery  and  from 
store  have  been  continued  as  formerly. 

(a)  RAW  MILK 

Total  No.  of  samples 

taken  for  Methylene  No.  of 

Blue  Test  failures 

Tuberculin  Tested 197  16  {8-12)% 

The  percentage  failure  has  improved  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  when  it  was  9*57  per  cent. 

Four  samples  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were  taken  in  connection 
with  a reported  case  of  anthrax  on  a farm  supplying  milk  to  one  of  the 
city  dairies  - bacteriological  examination  of  this  milk  proved  negative  and 
the  milk  was  passed  for  sterilisation. 

Ten  samples  not  included  in  the  above  figures  were  declared  ‘Void” 
because  of  excessive  atmospheric  shade  temperature. 


(6)  PASTEURISED  MILK 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

submitted 

failed 

submitted 

failed 

From  dairies  inside  City 

From  rounds  etc.  ... 

750 

1 (O'lo/o) 

804 

1 (0-12%) 

From  schools 

191 

Nil 

154 

Nil 

From  vending  machines  87 

6 (6-89%) 

88 

Nil 

From  “Tetrapak” 

machines 

11 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

From  dairies  outside  City 

From  rounds  etc.  ... 

223 

2 (0-89%) 

221 

1 (0-45%) 

From  schools 

16 

Nil 

18 

Nil 

From  vending  machines  32 

Nil 

35 

Nil 

Totals 

. 1,310 

9 (0*68%) 

1,332 

2 {0-15%) 

199 


The  cause  of  the  phosphatase  test  failure  of  milk  from  one  of  the  city 
dairies  was  traced  to  the  discharge  valve  to  a batch  holder  which  had  been 
left  open  accidentally  during  pasteurisation. 

Details  of  the  phosphatase  test  failure  of  the  sample  submitted  from 
a dairy  outside  the  City  were  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
concerned  for  investigation. 

The  Methylene  Blue  test  results  showed  a considerable  improvement 
on  those  for  the  previous  year  when  the  percentage  failure  was  3-33  per  cent. 

Seventy-two  samples  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  test  (not 
included  in  the  above  figures)  were  declared  “void”  on  account  of  excessive 
atmospheric  shade  temperature. 

(c)  STERILISED  MILK  ^Yo.  of  samples  submitted 

for  Turbidity  Test 

From  Dairies  inside  City  72 

From  Dairies  outside  City  57 


No.  of 
failures 
Nil 
Nil 


Churn  and  Bottle  Washing 

Examination  of  churn-washing  and  bottle-washing  machines  at  the 
city  dairies  gave  the  following  results: 

(i)  Bottles 

Fifty-three  bottle  samples  were  taken  and,  of  these,  forty-five  gave  a 
plate  count  of  two  hundred  or  less.  Repeat  sampling  of  those  showing  an 
unduly  high  count  produced  satisfactory  results. 

B.coli  tests  carried  out  on  all  samples  proved  negative. 

(ii)  Churns 

Fifty-three  chum  samples  were  taken.  These  are  classified  according 
to  the  recommended  standards  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food: 

Colony  Count  per  Churn  Classification  No.  of  samples 

Not  more  than  50,000  Satisfactory  48 

More  than  50,000  and  less  than 

250,000  Fairly  satisfactory  5* 

*This  figure  includes  two  churns  which  had  plate  counts  of  five 
hundred  and  seventy  respectively  but  were  “wet”  churns  and  were,  in 
consequence,  down-graded  to  the  next  category. 

B.coli  tests  were  negative  in  all  cases. 
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Cold  Milk  Dispensing  Machines 

A survey  of  these  machines  was  undertaken  during  the  year  and  is 
being  continued.  Milk  for  use  in  them  is  supplied  either  in  chums  or 
bottles  and,  with  the  exception  of  that  supplied  to  two  milk  bars,  is 
pasteurised  milk.  Where  milk  was  supplied  in  churns,  samples  were  taken 
from  the  churns  for  comparison  with  the  samples  subsequently  taken 
from  the  dispensing  machines.  In  view  of  the  general  excellent  bacterio- 
logical quality  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  it  was  not  thought  necessary 
to  sample  this  form  of  supply. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  samples  were  taken,  thirty 
from  churn  milk  supplies  and  ninety-three  from  dispensing  machines.  Of 
the  thirty  churn  samples,  three,  all  of  Tuberculin  Tested  raw  milk,  failed 
the  Methylene  Blue  test.  The  results  obtained  from  the  ninety-three 
samples  taken  from  the  machines  were  as  follows: 

Initial  No.  of  Repeat  No.  of 

samples  failures  samples  failures 

69  28  24  8 

Four  of  the  repeat  samples  failing  the  Methylene  Blue  test  could  be 
attributed  to  the  corresponding  failures  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  raw  milk 
supply.  Two  of  the  remaining  repeat  sample  failures  came  from  an  estab- 
lishment the  proprietress  of  which  assured  the  inspector  that  his  instructions 
regarding  sterilisation  had  been  faithfully  carried  out.  A subsequent  visit 
when  the  machine  was  empty  revealed  the  fact  that  the  draw-off  tap  had 
never  been  taken  apart  and  contained  a considerable  amount  of  milk 
residue,  the  proprietress  informing  the  inspector  that  she  did  not  know  the 
tap  came  apart.  A repeat  sample  taken  since  the  end  of  the  year  proved 
satisfactory. 

All  establishments  known  to  be  using  these  machines  were  kept  under 
supervision  and  from  inspectors’  reports  it  was  evident  that,  though 
cleansing  of  the  machine  was,  in  the  main,  faithfully  carried  out,  very  few 
were  being  sterilised.  Other  faulty  details  also  came  to  light,  such  as  the  reten- 
tion of  milk  in  the  machines  overnight;  the  use  of  unsatisfactory  utensils 
for  transferring  the  milk  from  the  churn  to  the  machine,  etc. 

These  machines  are  normally  installed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Milk  Marketing  Board  and  from  the  above  results  it  would  appear  that 
sufficient  emphasis  had  not  been  given  to  the  need  for  efficient  washing  and 
sterilisation. 


Past  and  Future 

It  seems  appropriate  to  review  the  changes  which  have  marked 
processing  and  supervision  of  milk  supplies  since  the  author  of  this  section 
of  the  Report  first  compiled  data  for  the  Report  of  1938. 


201 


Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  sixty  dairy  farms  in  the  Cit  y 
Forty- two  licences  for  the  supply  of  “designated”  milk  were  issued  - 
(pasteurised  sixteen;  accredited  twenty-two  and  tuberculin-tested  four). 
All  pasteurisation  was  carried  out  by  the  holder  or  batch  process,  and 
much  undesignated  milk  was  sold.  There  were  2,116  shops  where  loose 
milk  was  sold  and  the  “can  and  dipper”  service  from  the  horse-drawn 
milk  float  was  still  fairly  often  seen.  There  were  3,874  shops  retailing  bottled 
milk.  Sterilised  milk  was  produced  at  most  of  the  larger  dairies,  providing 
a safe  milk  of  good  keeping  quality  for  the  large  number  of  families  living 
in  back-to-back  houses  lacking  proper  food  storage  facilities.  This  was  not, 
however,  an  official  designation  and  was  entirely  outside  the  scope  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  although,  later,  in  World  War  II, 
the  method  was  approved  as  qualifying  for  a heat  treatment  allowance. 

Tuberculosis  in  dairy  herds  was  common,  8-7  per  cent,  of  all  farmers’ 
milk  proving  positive  when  submitted  to  a biological  test.  Notifications  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  new  cases  of  human  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis were  recorded,  and  there  were  eighty-one  deaths  from  this  form 
of  the  disease  during  1938.  No  less  than  30-7  per  cent,  of  samples  of 
tuberculin-tested  milk  and  20-7  per  cent,  of  accredited  milk  failed  to  pass 
the  coliform  test,  by  reason  of  B.coli  being  present  in  1/100  ml,  while  5T 
per  cent,  and  7*9  per  cent,  respectively  failed  to  satisfy  a methylene  blue 
test  which  was  much  less  stringent  than  that  in  operation  today.  No 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  found  to  contain  more  than  100,000 
bacteria  per  1/100  ml.,  but  30-8  per  cent,  of  these  samples  failed  to  pass 
the  methylene  blue  test. 

During  the  past  twenty-five  years  there  have  been  extensive  changes. 
There  are,  for  example,  only  eleven  dairy  farms  remaining  in  the  City, 
these  supplying  only  a very  small  fraction  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the 
City,  while  the  number  of  processing  licences  has  now  been  reduced  to 
twenty  - (pasteurised  7;  sterilised  six  and  T.T.  pasteurised  seven).  One 
holder  pasteurisation  plant  remains,  all  the  other  dairies  having  changed 
over  during  the  period  to  H.T.S.T.  Research  and  experiment  has  con- 
tinued in  the  trade,  as  shown  by  the  approval  in  1951  of  an  “in-bottle” 
method,  cumbersome  and  extravagant  of  dairy  floor  space  but  pointing 
the  way  to  an  ideal  whereby  all  risk  of  contamination  after  pasteurisation 
can  be  totally  eliminated.  After  a few  years  the  firm  transferred  this  plant 
to  premises  in  a neighbouring  ajea.  In  the  last  few  years,  moreover,  three 
firms  have  employed  ultra-high  temperature  treatment  as  a precursor  to 
sterilisation,  pending  acceptance  by  the  Ministry  of  this  undoubtedly  safe 
milk  which  seems  to  have  most  of  the  advantages  of  sterilised  milk  with 
none  of  its  disadvantages. 
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Tuberculosis  has  virtually  been  eradicated  from  all  the  dairy  herds  in 
the  country,  and  as  a result  of  specification  of  areas,  only  designated  milk 
may  now  be  sold  throughout  England  and  Wales.  The  designation 
“accredited”  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  “sterilised”  became  a specific 
designation  in  1949.  The  designation  “T.T.  Raw”  could  well  be  abandoned, 
as  all  milk  is  tubercle-free,  and  sales  of  farm-bottled  T.T.  milk  amount  to 
ess  than  1 per  cent,  of  all  the  milk  sold  in  the  City.  Milk  may  no  longer 
be  sold  loose,  and  2,667  licences  were  operative  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk 
in  1962  - a vast  reduction  in  the  “milk-shop”  trade  over  the  years, 
resulting  from  an  ever  expanding  delivery  system.  Such  a service  by  the 
dairies  is  not  without  its  problems  relating  to  staff,  vehicles  and  the 
appalling  condition  in  which  so  many  empties  are  returned  by  the  customer, 
and  it  reflects  great  credit  upon  management  and  roundsman  that  they 
have  been  able  to  provide  a three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  per  year 
service  of  the  highest  efficiency  to  meet  the  customers’  demands. 

The  results  of  sampling,  moreover,  show  how  far  milk  processing  has 
advanced  with  modern  methods  and  equipment,  and  with  the  relative 
centralisation  of  processing,  which  is  now  in  fewer  hands,  not  only  more 
competent  with  their  own  laboratory  control,  but  more  easily  supervised 
as  well.  Methylene  blue  test  failures  amounting  to  0-68  per  cent,  (in  spite 
of  the  test  being  now  a more  stringent  one)  and  a phosphatase  test  failure 
rate  of  0T5  per  cent,  for  pasteurised  milk,  with  no  turbidity  test  failures 
in  the  case  of  sterilised  milk  - these  two  designations  accounting  for  more 
than  99  per  cent,  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  City  - have  assured  the  customer 
of  a milk  supply  of  the  highest  purity.  That  raw  milk  from  tubercle-free 
dairy  herds  should  have  shown  a methylene  blue  test  failure  rate  of  8T2 
per  cent,  merely  underlines  the  case  for  elimination  of  the  sale  of  raw  milk, 
a point  which  has  so  nearly  been  reached  already.  The  demand  does  not, 
in  fact,  justify  its  retention. 

It  will  be  evident,  therefore,  that  modern  milk  processing  provides  a 
satisfactory  milk  according  to  purity  standards  and  the  continuance  of 
the  present  tight  control  may  be  deemed  to  be  unnecessary.  There  is  a 
changing  trend  with  regard  to  milk  sales,  however.  In  attempting  to  push 
sales,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  have  sponsored  the  introduction,  in 
recent  years,  of  vending  machines  and,  more  recently,  dispensers.  Both 
have  become  popular  and  should  achieve  the  objects  of  the  Board;  they 
are  not,  however,  devoid  of  danger,  as  shown  by  the  results  of  sampling. 
While  it  may,  therefore,  be  possible  to  relax  control  of  the  processing  plant 
to  some  extent,  it  is  clear  that  these  machines  require  the  closest  super- 
vision and  that  those  who  operate  them  require  considerable  education 
regarding  the  need  for  daily  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  equipment 
if  the  benefit  of  efficient  processing  plant  is  not  to  be  lost. 
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Cream 


A total  of  360  samples  of  fresh  cream  were  submitted  to  the  provisional 
methylene  blue  test  with  the  following  results: 


Hours  taken  to 

decolourise 

Meth^dene  Blue 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satisfactory 

0 

• 

2 

3 

4 

j More  than  4 

No.  of  samples 

8 

1 

3 

3 

14 

331  (92%) 

These  figures  show  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year  where  the 
percentage  decolourising  methylene  blue  after  more  than  four  hours  was 
seventy-eight. 


Three  of  the  samples  decolourising  methylene  blue  in  0 hours 
were  taken  from  dispensing  units  on  ice-cream  vehicles  for  the  topping  of 
ice-cream  cones.  This  practice  was  discontinued  for  lack  of  public  demand. 


FROZEN  CONFECTIONS 

Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  eleven  manufacturers’  registrations  were  cancelled  - 
in  four  cases  the  manufacturers  concerned  were  re-registered  only  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream;  in  five  cases  the  premises  changed  hands  and  the  new 
occupiers  were  registered  for  sale  only;  in  one  case  the  premises  were 
demolished  and  in  the  remaining  case  the  manufacturer  moved  into  new 
premises.  Thirteen  new  registrations  were  effected  following  the  installation 
of  soft  ice  cream  making  machines,  leaving  a total  of  seventy-four  manu- 
facturers on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1962. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  3,357  compared  with  3,362  at  the  end  of  1961.  There  were  174  can- 
cellations (the  premises  either  being  demolished  or  becoming  void  under 
the  various  redevelopment  schemes  or  the  occupiers  ceasing  to  sell  ice 
cream)  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  new  registrations. 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures,  seventeen  registrations  were  granted 
in  respect  of  persons  only  - 8 in  respect  of  the  operation  of  ice  cream  manu- 
facturing vehicles  and  9 in  respect  of  sales  vehicles. 

There  were  5 temporary  registrations  approved  during  the  year,  in 
respect  of  exhibitions  at  the  Bingley  Hall  - 3 of  these  were  in  respect  of 
manufacture  and  sale  and  2 for  sale  only. 


204 


Sampling  has  been  carried  out  as  follows,  using  the  provisional 


methylene 

blue  test: 

Samples  of 

Samples  of 

ice  cream 

ice  cream 

Grade 

manufactured 

manufactured 

Total 

1961 

on  premises 

on  premises 

samples 

Results 

in  the  City 

outside  the 

1962 

City 

1 

368  (97-35%) 

330  (99-40%) 

698  (98-31%) 

795  (93-42%) 

2 

6 (1-59%) 

2 (0-60%) 

8(1-13%) 

41  (4-82%) 

3 

2 (0-53%) 

Nil 

2 (0-28%) 

5 (0-59%) 

4 

2 (0-53%) 

Nil 

2 (0-28%) 

10  (1-17%) 

Totals 

378 

332 

710 

851 

r r ■ 

== 

== 

A percentage  of  only  0-56  per  cent,  of  samples  falling  in  Grades  III 
and  IV  is  most  satisfactory,  indicating  a high  level  of  hygienic  operation 
by  all  concerned  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  no  infection  was  recorded 
during  the  year  as  having  been  caused  by  ice  cream. 

The  two  Grade  IV  and  one  of  the  Grade  III  results  were  taken  in 
November  from  soft  ice  cream  manufacturing  vehicles  and  the  likely  cause 
for  these  failures  was  the  over-stocking  of  liquid  mix  and  its  deterioration 
during  storage.  The  remaining  Grade  III  result  came  from  a tin  of  liquid 
mix  at  one  of  the  city  stores,  the  corresponding  sample  from  the  machine 
giving  a Grade  I result.  No  reason  for  this  failure  could  be  discovered. 

Informal  sampling  of  ice  cream  carried  out  under  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  Regulations,  1959,  gave  the  following  results: 

No.  of  No,  falling 

samples  below  standard 

Ice  cream  manufactured  inside  City  ...  191  Nil 

Ice  cream  manufactured  outside  City  ...  96  Nil 

Of  the  above,  a total  of  nineteen  were  of  “dairy”  ice  cream.  No 
artificial  sweetener  was  found  in  any  sample. 

The  average  composition  of  the  samples  taken  was  as  follows: 


No.  of 
samples 

Fat 

Milk  solids 
\ — not  fat 

Average  Composition  (excluding  Parev) 

284 

8-51% 

13-71% 

Ice  cream  manufactured  in  City 

191 

7-66% 

13-73% 

Ice  cream  manufactured  outside  City 

93 

10-26% 

13-66% 

Parev  ice  cream 

3 

13-4% 

Nil 

In  two  instances  minor  infringements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1959,  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  manu- 
facturers concerned,  and  subsequently  rectified. 
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Iced  Lollipops 

During  the  year  one  manufacturer  was  removed  from  the  register, 
the  premises  changing  hands  and  the  new  occupier  being  registered  for 
sale  only.  One  new  registration  for  manufacture  and  sale  was  effected, 
leaving  the  number  of  manufacturers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
at  twenty-nine. 

Premises  registered  for  sale  only  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  3,206 
compared  with  3,200  at  the  end  of  1961 . There  were  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  registrations  and  158  cancellations  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seventeen  registrations  were  granted  to 
persons  only  in  respect  of  sales  vehicles. 

A total  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  samples  was  taken  for  B.coli 
estimation,  all  proving  negative. 

Further  tests  were  carried  out  on  these  samples,  as  follows: 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test  - 130  samples  - all  provisional  Grade  I. 

(&)  Plate  Count  (48  hours  incubation  at  37°C.)  - 77  samples  - 
Nil  ...  5 1-50  ...  71  178  ...  1 

(c)  pH  value  - 92  samples  - 4*5  or  less  ...  ...  ...  79 

over  4 -5  ...  13 

The  highest  acidity  was  pH  2*53  and  the  lowest  6-69. 

Of  the  thirteen  samples  showing  a pH  value  over  4-5,  nine  came  from 
manufacturers  outside  the  City  and  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  the  areas  concerned  so  that  heat  treatment  could  be  checked 
in  accordance  with  official  requirements.  The  remaining  four  samples, 
from  sources  in  the  City,  gave  values  from  4-56  to  5*3,  and  on  re-sampling 
gave  satisfactory  results. 

(d)  Examination  for  metallic  contamination  - twenty-nine  samples  - no 

significant  amount  of  any  of  the  common  toxic  metals  was  detected. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  six  lollipops  were  investigated  in  connection 
with  a food  poisoning  incident,  with  negative  results. 

BAKEHOUSES  AND  CONFECTIONERY  BAKEHOUSES 

At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  seventy-five  bakehouse  premises 
operating  in  the  City  as  compared  with  seventy-seven  in  the  previous  year. 
Thirty-one  of  these  premises  are  solely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
cake  confectionery,  two  restrict  their  activities  to  the  baking  of  bread  and 
the  remaining  forty-two  manufacture  both  bread  and  confectionery  in 
varying  proportions. 

Visits  of  inspection  to  the  sixty  three  smaller  bakehouses  have  been 
made  at  approximately  four  monthly  intervals  as  part  of  routine  district 
public  health  inspection  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  these  premises  has 
been  observed  to  be  well  maintained.  The  twelve  larger  bakehouses  have 
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been  under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Section.  In 
view  of  the  extensive  use  of  imitation  cream,  dried  and  frozen  egg  and  egg 
albumen,  and  fresh  cream,  these  premises  are  normally  inspected  three  or 
four  times  each  month. 

Imitation  Cream 

Routine  sampling  at  the  larger  confectionery  bakeries  controlled  by 


the  Milk  and  Dairies  staff  and  at  those  under  the  control  of  the  Chief 

Public  Health  Inspector  gave  the  following  results: 

Number 

of  Samples 

Source  of 

Colony  Count 

(a)  Larger 

(b)  Smaller 

samples 

per  1 ml. 

bakeries 

bakeries 

Unopened  Container 

Nil 

21 

2 

1—  1,000 

93 

32 

1,001—  10,000 

7 

4 

10,001—100,000 

2 

Nil 

100,001—500,000 

Nil 

2 

Over  500,000 

Nil 

Nil 

123 

40 

Mixing  Bowl 

Nil 

21 

5 

1—  1,000 

79 

30 

1,001—  10,000 

3 

4 

10,001—100,000 

Nil 

1 

100,001—500,000 

Nil 

Nil 

Over  500,000 

Nil 

103 

41 

B.coli  tests  carried  out  on  all  samples  gave  a positive  result  in  one 


case,  the  corresponding  plate  count  being 
from  this  source  proved  satisfactory. 

10,000;  subsequent  samples 

Ega 

The  sampling  of  dried  and  frozen  egg  and  albumen  from  confectionery 
bakehouses  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

WHOLE  EGG 

No.  of  No.  showing 

Country  of 

samples 

pathogenic 

origin 

taken 

Salmonellae 

Frozen  Whole  Egg  Britain 

142 

37 

Poland 

10 

Nil 

Unknown 

1 

Nil 

Dried  Whole  Egg  Britain 

2 

Nil 

Poland 

3 

Nil 
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An  initial  sample  of  four  tins  of  frozen  whole  egg  at  a city  bakery 
showed  contamination  with  s.  typhimurium  in  two  cases.  The  remaining 
twenty-five  tins  of  the  same  mark  were  sampled  and  of  these  five  were 
positive. 

Twenty  samples  of  frozen  whole  egg  were  taken  at  a cold  store  in  the 
City  following  receipt  of  a report  from  Bootle  that  salmonella  organisms 
had  been  found  in  a batch  of  egg,  four  hundred  cases  of  which  had  been 
forwarded  to  Birmingham.  Ten  of  these  samples  showed  heavy  bacterial 
contamination.  The  consignment  was  later  released  for  pasteurisation. 

The  British  Egg  Marketing  Board  having  requested  co-operation  in 
furnishing  a certificate  to  cover  the  export  of  a consignment  of  frozen 
whole  egg  to  Italy,  twenty  samples  were  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
although  no  salmonella  organisms  were  found,  every  sample  except  one 
showed  a higher  B.coli  content  than  the  maximum  allowed  for  the 
certificate.  (A  further  twenty  samples  taken  early  in  1963  gave  similar 
results). 


ALBUMEN 

No.  showing 

Country  of 

No.  of 

pathogenic 

origin 

samples 

Salmonellae 

Frozen  Liquid 

Argentine 

1 

Nil 

Albumen 

Crystals  and 

Denmark 

1 

Nil 

Powder 

Britain 

1 

Nil 

Unknown 

8 

Nil 

SHELLFISH 

No  infection  is  known  to  have  occurred  from  the  consumption  of 
shellfish  during  the  year. 

One  sample  of  oysters,  three  samples  of  peeled  frozen  prawns  and 
sixty  samples  of  mussels  were  taken  by  the  Food  Inspection  Department 
and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination. 

The  sample  of  oysters  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory,  no  B.coli  Type  I 
being  reported. 

One  sample  of  peeled  frozen  prawns  from  Chile  was  reported  as 
containing  5,000  non-faecal  B.coli  per  gm.  but  on  further  examination  no 
bacteria  likely  to  cause  infection  were  discovered.  The  other  two  samples 
were  of  Japanese  origin,  one  of  these  being  the  subject  of  an  identical 
report,  the  other  showing  no  B.coli  Type  I. 
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The  result  of  mussel  examinations,  expressed  as  an  average  of  two 
pools  of  five  mussels  each,  was  as  follows: 


B.  coli  Type  I 

Number  of  Samples 
from  sources: — 

Total 

per  1 ml.  of  fish 

A 

B 

c 

Nil 

24 

9 

19 

52 

0-25 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0-5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0-75 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3-375 

0 

0 

1 

29 

10 

20 

59 

All  these  mussles  are  known  to  have  been  purilied.  One  sample  of 
unpurified  mussels  from  another,  and  occasional,  source  was  found  to 
contain  no  B.coli  Type  I per  one  ml.  of  fish. 


WATERCRESS 

Nine  samples  of  watercress,  representing  eight  difterent  sources  of 
supply,  spread  over  six  countries,  were  taken  by  the  Food  Inspection 
Department. 

Bacteriological  examination  gave  the  following  results: 


Bact.  coli  Type  I 

Number  of 

per  100  gms.  of  watercress 

samples 

Nil 

1 

10 

1 

480 

1 

9 

With  the  co-operation  of  traders  in  the  City  Market  there  has  been  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  sources  of  supply,  many  of  those  whose  water- 
cress had  been  the  subject  of  adverse  report  in  recent  years  no  longer 
sending  consignments. 

In  view  of  the  impossibility  of  taking  timely  action  under  exisiting 
legislation,  this  trade-assisted  elimination  of  watercress  shown  to  be 
suspect  is  welcomed. 

Only  limited  sampling  was  carried  out,  therefore,  during  the  year,  and, 
with  one  exception,  all  gave  satisfactory  results. 

No  positive  evidence  of  watercress  having  caused  outbreaks  of 
infection  came  to  light  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(Report  by  C.  G.  Allen,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M.,  F.R.S.H.,  Chief  Veterinary 
Officer  and  Chief  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods). 


The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regu- 
lations, 1960,  and  the  byelaws  made  by  the  City  Council  enable  the  Food 
Inspection  Staff  to  exercise  their  powers  of  inspection  and  to  maintain 
supervision  of  the  City’s  supplies  of  meat  and  other  foods. 


Slaughterhouses.  Slaughtering  in  the  City  is  mostly  centralised 
and  continues  to  depend  mainly  upon  public  slaughtering  facilities  at  the 
City  Abattoir.  In  addition,  the  licences  of  twelve  slaughterhouses  (seven 
of  which  were  connected  with  bacon  factories)  were  renewed  on  1st 
February.  One  slaughterhouse  closed  in  July,  as  the  premises  were  required 
for  demolition  in  connection  with  the  Inner  Ring  Road  scheme.  The 
company’s  slaughterhouse  at  Castle  Bromwich  was  enlarged,  however, 
and  now  deals  with  as  many  pigs  as  the  two  slaughterhouses  previously 
did  between  them. 


Slaughter  of  Animals.  The  slaughtering  or  stunning  of  animals 
in  a slaughterhouse  or  knacker’s  yard  is  prohibited  except  under  licence 
granted  by  the  local  authority.  At  31st  December,  1962,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  slaughtermen’s  licences  in  force,  of  which  ten 
were  conditional  upon  the  holder  working  under  the  supervision  of  a man 
holding  a full  licence. 


Inspection  of  Meat,  etc.  At  the  City  Abattoir  there  is  a full-time 
staff  of  qualified  veterinary  and  food  inspectors,  who  examine  animals 
before  and  after  slaughter,  to  ascertain  their  fitness  for  human  consump- 
tion. A laboratory  is  maintained  there  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis  of  various 
diseases.  Inspectors  are  also  engaged  examining  the  carcases  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  bacon  factories  and  private  slaughterhouses.  For  this 
purpose  2,592  visits  were  made. 


The  supervision  of  meat  supplies  is  then  continued  from  the  slaughter- 
houses through  the  various  channels  of  supply  to  the  consumer. 


The  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  of  animals  and  of  meat  are  subject 
to  inspection. 
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Animals  Slaughtered 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Public  Abattoir 

..  43,761 

38,319 

212,466 

72,447 

366,993 

Bacon  Factories 

167,257 

167,257 

Private  Slaughterhouses 

1,259 

301 

10,000 

1,213 

12,773 

1962  ., 

..  45,020 

38,620 

222,466 

240,917 

547,023 

1961  ., 

,.  51,410 

46,506 

262,373 

234,271 

594,560 

Note:  36  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  (measly  beef)  were  found  at  the  public  abattoir 
during  the  year. 


The  percentage  of  cattle  slaughtered  at  the  public  abattoir,  affected 
with  tuberculosis,  was  0-51,  compared  with  0-86  in  1961. 


Fish,  Poultry,  Fruit  and  Vegetables.  Supplies  of  these  commodi- 
ties in  the  wholesale  markets  are  subjected  to  regular  daily  inspection. 
Shellfish  and  watercress  are  sampled  and  sent  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, and  supplies  of  shellfish  which  do  not  conform  with  the  required 
standards  of  cleanliness  are  prohibited  from  being  sold  in  Birmingham. 


Hawkers.  Bull  Ring  hawkers  of  foodstuffs,  who  purchase  their 
goods  in  the  wholesale  markets,  are  regularly  visited  by  a food  inspector. 
Section  42  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1948,  provides  for  the 
registration  of  hawkers  of  food  and  of  their  storage  premises,  and  at  31st 
December,  1962,  registration  had  been  effected  in  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  cases.  During  the  year  24,400  visits  were  paid  to  street  hawkers  and 
market  stall-holders. 


Retail  Food  Shops  and  other  Premises.  After  foodstuffs  have 
been  distributed  from  the  wholesale  markets  to  retail  shops,  they  are 
under  the  supervdsion  of  the  district  food  inspectors  for  which  purpose  the 
City  is  divided  into  ten  districts.  These  inspectors  ensure  compliance  with 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  and  draw  attention  to 
the  Marking  Orders  relating  to  foodstuffs,  made  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1926.  At  the  request  of  the  Town  Planning  Department  and 
the  Estates  Department,  special  inspections  are  carried  out  to  see  that 
premises  which  are  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  sale  or  storage  of  food, 
conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations; 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 
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The  following  retail  shops  were 

visited  during  1962; — 

Butchers 

22,679 

Grocers  and  hucksters... 

8,863 

Greengrocers 

9,817 

Fishmongers 

6,592 

Fish  friers 

1,105 

Horseflesh  shops 

8 

49,064 

Food  Preparation  Premises.  The  two  hundred  and  forty- four 
food  preparation  premises,  registered  under  Section  16(1)  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  were  visited  on  5,612  occasions. 

In  four  cases  registered  food  preparation  premises  changed  hands  and 
the  register  was  amended  accordingly. 


School  Meal  Centres,  etc.  The  premises  visited  included; 


Number 

Visits  during 

1962 

Public  Health  Department 

24 

253 

Children’s  Department 

30 

280 

Welfare  Department 

21 

256 

Education  Department 

239 

2,549 

Others  ...  

2 

25 

316 

3,363 

' 

— 

In  cases  where  food  supplies  or 

storage  conditions 

are  found  to  be 

unsatisfactory,  reports  are  sent  to  the  appropriate  departments.  Special 
checks  are  made  with  regard  to  meat,  to  see  that  quality  and  price  are 
according  to  the  conditions  of  contract. 

Complaints  and  Request  Inspections.  During  the  year,  com- 
plaints and  request  inspections  numbered  3,378. 

Foods  judged  as  unfit.  Condemned  meat  and  offal  are  not  used 
for  human  consumption  in  any  form,  but  are  utilised  by  the  Corporation 
Salvage  Department  and  manufactured  into  fertilisers,  meat  and  bone 
meal,  etc.  Other  condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  burning.  The 
following  table  gives  details  of  the  foodstuffs  judged  as  unfit  during  the 
year. 
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^timber  of 
surrenders 

Class  of  Foodstuff 

8,886 

Meat  and  offal 

346 

Fish  

117 

Poultry,  etc. 

743 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

1,738 

Miscellaneous  ... 

11,830 

12,550 

T. 

c. 

...  287 

3 

0 

...  22 

3 

0 

...  4 

14 

1 

...  389 

0 

0 

...  100 

8 

2 

1962 

803 

8 

3 

1961 

761 

17 

3 

Prosecutions  . 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect 
of  twenty-four  offences  against  this  Act,  and  fines  were  imposed  ranging 
from  ;£10  to  /50.  The  offences  all  concerned  mouldy  or  infested  foodstuffs 
or  foodstuffs  containing  foreign  bodies. 

Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958.  Proceedings 
were  taken  in  respect  of  four  contraventions  of  these  regulations;  a fine 
of  £2  was  imposed  in  one  case  and  £3  in  each  of  the  other  cases.  The 
offence  in  all  cases  was  that  of  smoking  in  a slaughterhouse. 

Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1948,  Sec.  42.  Proceedings  were 
taken  against  one  hawker  of  food  who  had  failed  to  register  under  this 
Act;  he  was  fined  £5. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959.  Proceedings 
were  taken  against  one  dairy  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  milk  in  a dirty 
bottle;  a fine  of  £20  was  imposed. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE 

OR  IN  PART 


City  Meat  Market  (C.M.M.). 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (P.S.) 

Bacon 
Facto  ries 

Cattle 

j 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

C.M.M. 

43,761 

38,319 

212,466 

72,447 

i 

Number  killed 

P.S. 

1,259  - 

301 

10,000 

1,213 

167,257 

Number  inspected 

C.M.M. 

P.S. 

43,761 

1,259 

38,319 

301 

212,466 

10,000 

72,447 

1,213 

45% 

A 11  Diseases  except  Tuber- 

i 

ciilosis  and  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  con- 

C.M.M. 

25 

1 

200 

862 

203 

1 

! 

demned 

P.S. 

— 

— 

3 

3 

371 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 

C.M.M. 

354 

152 

17,504 

3,552 

was  condemned  ... 

P.S. 

28 

— 

336 

97 

5,998 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercu- 

C.M.M. 

0-87 

0-92 

8-64 

5-18 

1 

losis  and  cysticerci 

P.S. 

2-22 

— 

3-39 

8-24 

1 3-81 

Tuber  ciilosis  only 

i 

Whole  carcases  con- 

C.M.M. 

— 

— 

— 

3 

demned 

P.S. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

C.M.M. 

224 

1 

1,515 

i 

1 

was  condemned  ... 

P.S. 

3 

— 

— 

22 

5,876 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  tuber- 

C.M.M. 

0-51 

•003 

— 

2-10 

culosis 

P.S. 

0*24 

— 

— ' 

1-81 

3-52 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 

j 

some  part  or  organ 

C.M.M. 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

was  condemned  ... 

. P.S. 

— 

i — 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted 

i 

to  treatment  by  re- 

C.M.M. 

36 

_ 

— 

I 

— 

frigeration 

; P.S. 

— 

i ~ 

— 

1 

— 

Generalised  and 

C.M.M. 



— 

— 

— 

— 

totally  condemned 

P.S. 

— 

j 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  in  Birmingham  for  human  consumption. 


214 


THE  MILK  SUPPLY 


(Report  by  C.  G.  Allen,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M.,  F.R.S.H.,  Chief  Veterinary 

Officer) 


City  Dairy  Herds 

Regular  monthly  inspections  were  made  of  all  city  dairy  herds.  On 
each  visit,  the  cows  were  examined  for  any  evidence  of  disease  or  un- 
cleanliness and  the  cowsheds  were  also  inspected.  All  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  herds  dropped  from  eleven  to  nine  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  cows  kept  was  two  hundred  and 
seventy-six  and  there  were  twenty-three  cowsheds  in  use. 

Hospital  Farms.  In  addition  to  the  dairy  herds  mentioned  above, 
there  are  three  herds  at  hospital  farms  which  do  not  supply  milk  to  the 
public.  Samples  were  taken  of  the  milk  from  each  of  these  herds  four 
times  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  examination  for  evidence  of 
tuberculosis  or  brucellosis:  no  evidence  of  disease  was  found. 

T nherculin  T estmg 

The  following  animals  were  tested  by  veterinary  officers  of  this 
department  during  the  year: 

Monyhull  Hospital  Farm  142  animals  tested  and  passed 

(Note:  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  did  not  ask  us 
to  carry  out  the  testing  at  Rubery  Hill  Hospital  Farm  or  the 
vaccination  of  calves  under  the  Calf  Vaccination  Scheme  this 
year). 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

HOUSING 

During  1962,  the  number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  City  was  3,448 
to  which  figure  must  be  added  ninety-seven  dwellings  produced  by  the 
conversion  of  large  houses  into  two  or  more  flats.  Although  that  gain  of 
3,545  dwellings  - one  third  from  private  enterprise  and  two  thirds  by 
Corporation  building  - shows  a slight  increase  on  the  output  of  3,389 
recorded  in  1961,  its  effect  on  the  general  housing  situation  must  be  judged 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Housing  Register,  which  is  under 
continuous  review,  shows  no  less  than  45,000  families  as  genuine 
applicants  for  a Corporation  tenancy.  Furthermore,  in  the  past  year, 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  4,790  in  the  City's  population,  now  estimated 
at  1,115,080. 

In  so  far  as  social  progress  is  dependent  on  a solution  of  the  housing 
problem,  only  a dramatic  alteration  in  the  present  situation  can  change 
what  is,  for  many  families,  a very  depressing  outlook  and  that  outlook 
would  be  even  worse  were  nothing  being  done  to  alleviate  the  conditions 
under  which  the  many  applicant  families  occupying  slum  houses  must  live 
during  the  long  waiting  period. 

Experience  over  the  years  leaves  little  doubt  that  wholesale  demolition 
of  all  the  buildings  concerned  is  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  dealing 
with  the  slum  localities,  but  that  action  must  obviously  await  the  provision 
of  replacement  housing.  Birmingham,  in  fact,  found  it  essential,  in  1947,  to 
initiate  a policy  of  “patching”  for  the  time  being  the  many  thousands  of 
sub-standard  houses  progressively  acquired  under  planning  powers  for 
ultimate  clearance  as  preliminary  to  site  redevelopment. 

Under  powers  now  incorporated  in  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  deferment 
of  demolition,  followed  by  maintenance  at  a standard  regarded  as 
“adequate  for  the  time  being”,  is  applied  automatically  to  the  very  great 
majority  of  houses  as  they  are  acquired  under  the  City’s  current  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,  actual  demolition  being  restricted,  in  the  main,  to 
the  earlier  acquisitions. 

The  fact  that  the  present  shortage  of  houses  makes  early  demolition 
impossible,  however,  does  not  relieve  a local  authority  of  its  responsibilities 
under  the  Housing  Acts.  A detailed  inspection  of  every  house  is  made  to 
determine  its  fitness,  or  otherwise,  for  human  habitation  and  each  aggrega- 
tion of  unfit  houses  lying  within  one  continuous  boundary  is  declared  to  be 
a “Clearance  Area”.  Thereafter  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  is  made  and 
the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  sought 
to  the  acquisition  b}^  the  Corporation  of  the  houses  concerned. 

Very  few  Orders  are  confirmed  without  the  holding  of  a Public  Local 
Inquiry  and  each  owner  who  objects  to  the  description  of  his  property  as 
rmfit  for  human  habitation  is  supplied  with  a schedule  setting  out  the 
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principal  defects  which  have  led  to  the  inclusion  of  the  houses  concerned 
in  the  Order.  Objections  under  that  head  were  received,  and  schedules 
prepared  and  sent,  relating  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty  houses  during 
the  year. 

Following  the  Public  Inquiry,  the  owner  is  invited  to  be  present 
when  his  property  is  visited  by  the  Minister’s  Inspector. 

If  and  when  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirms 
the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  the  property  enters  into  Corporation 
ownership  under  the  management  of  the  Housing  Management  Department. 
Immediate  attention  is  given  to  urgent  defects  and  is  followed  later  on 
by  the  repair  and  renovation  of  every  house  whose  expected  life  justifies 
the  expenditure  involved. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1962,  23,500  of  these  unfit  houses  had  been  brought 
up  to  a standard  adequate  for  the  time  being,  but  while  the  average  cost 
over  the  whole  operation  was  £289  per  house,  the  cost  per  house  during  the 
last  five  years  has  risen  to  £390. 

Unavoidable  as  this  expenditure  is,  it  is  most  regrettable  that  it 
must  be  incurred  on  property  which  can  never  be  made  fit  for  human 
habitation  because  of  its  serious  inherent  defects,  but  a watertight  roof, 
new  ceilings,  replastered  walls,  sound  floors  and  extensive  redecoration 
are  doubly  welcome  to  the  occupants  after  years  of  semi-dilapidation  and 
neglect. 

The  defects  which  cannot  be  remedied  include  congestion  and  lack  of 
through  ventilation,  shared  W.C.’s,  often  inconveniently  situated  in 
common  courts,  awkward  approaches  and  dark,  steep,  winding  staircases, 
while  the  provision  of  amenities  such  as  baths  and  hot  water  supply  is 
impracticable  because  of  cost  and  lack  of  space. 

In  pursuance  of  a policy  aimed  at  the  demiolition  or  transfer  to 
Corporation  ownership  of  all  unfit  houses  as  soon  as  possible,  a further 
2,311  houses  grouped  into  one  hundred  and  nineteen  Clearance  Areas 
were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year  and  in 
the  same  period  ten  Public  Inquiries  were  held  into  the  Corporation’s 
request  for  Ministry  confirmation  of  ninety-five  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  involving  2,863  houses. 

During  1962  also,  2,179  unfit  houses  were  transferred  to  Corporation 
ownership  as  a result  of  earlier  Clearance  Area  representations,  to  be 
repaired  and  renovated  cLS  soon  as  possible. 

In  passing,  it  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  among  those  houses 
were  nineteen  back-to-backs  forming  the  first  unit  of  slum  property  to  be 
purchased  by  the  Copec  House  Improvement  Society  many  3^ears  ago. 
That  Society,  formed  by  a group  of  private  citizens,  set  out  to  see  what 
could  be  done  with  slum  houses,  through  enlightened  and  efficient 
management,  working  on  an  economic  basis.  Over  the  3^ears,  it  has  made  a 
most  valuable  contribution  to  the  City’s  housing  needs,  limited  only  by 
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defects  inherent  in  the  type  of  property  it  deliberately  purchased  for  its 
purpose.  But  the  Society  records  that  the  natural  regret  with  which  it 
saw  these  particular  houses  pass  to  the  Corporation  under  a Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  was  accompanied  by  relief,  for  the  earlier  remedies  for 
dampness  had  long  since  become  ineffective  and  the  houses  themselves 
less  and  less  capable  of  providing  a reasonable  standard  of  comfort. 

Clearance  Area  Programme 

It  was  possible  on  the  resumption  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
in  1955  to  forecast  its  progress  with  reasonable  accuracy.  In  fact,  the 
estimate  given  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that 
18,000  sub-standard  houses  would  be  represented  as  unfit  and  included 
in  Clearance  Areas  by  the  end  of  1960  was  actually  exceeded  by  five 
hundred  and  forty-five  houses. 

Since  then,  however,  a number  of  factors,  assumption  of  other  duties 
and  staff  shortage  by  no  means  the  least  important,  have  combined  to 
make  forecasting  a much  more  hazardous  affair.  Nevertheless,  effort  is 
being  directed  to  ensure  that  by  the  end  of  1965  every  house  in  the  City 
which  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  is  appropriate  for  action  under 
Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  is  either  in  Corporation  ownership  or  is 
well  advanced  on  the  road  to  becoming  so. 

M'hile  this  sense  of  urgency  springs  from  the  need,  under  Corporation 
management,  to  ameliorate  the  living  conditions  in  houses  already  included 
in  the  Clearance  Area  programme,  it  is  strengthened  by  the  steady  decline 
towards  unfitness  of  houses  not  hitherto  regarded  as  falling  within  that 
category. 

Proof  of  this  deterioration  is  seen  in  the  fact  that,  although  in  1954 
it  was  considered  that  it  would  be  possible  to  regard  the  programme  as 
virtually  completed  when  25,250  houses  had  been  represented  as  unfit, 
that  figure  is  now  expected  to  be  nearer  35,000,  the  date  of  completion 
being  correspondingly  further  away.  In  fact,  something  like  an  indefinite 
prolongation  of  the  programme  cannot  be  ruled  out  unless  decisive  action 
is  taken  to  arrest  the  decline  in  “borderline”  properties. 

Improvement  Area  Programme 

In  a different  class  from  those  houses  whose  deterioration  makes 
possible  their  eventual  inclusion  in  a Clearance  Area,  are  the  many 
thousands  of  houses  in  the  City,  built  50-60  years  ago,  row  upon  row, 
which  are  not  technically  or  legally  unfit  nor,  on  present  standards,  likely 
to  become  so. 

As  the  decline  in  such  cases  is  into  obsolescence  through  absence  of 
amenities  rather  than  into  unfitness  because  of  deterioration,  it  can  be 
remedied  by  the  provision  of  those  amenities  with  the  aid  of  an  Improve- 
ment Grant. 
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As  a matter  of  fact,  in  August  all  housing  authorities  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  a circular  suggesting  that 
general  publicity,  put  out  to  draw  attention  to  the  Improvement  Grant 
Scheme,  should  now  be  supplemented  by  a street  by  street  approach  both 
to  owners  and  tenants.  Reference  to  the  latter  is  important  as  it  is  not 
infrequently  assumed  that  non-co-operation  by  the  landlord  is  the  only 
bar  to  progress  in  this  held. 

The  existence  of  these  thousands  of  improvable  houses  in  the  City 
gives  an  additional  reason,  if  such  were  needed,  for  sustained  effort  to 
complete  the  Clearance  Area  Programme  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
Housing  Section  staff  will  then  be  free  to  concentrate  on  a planned 
Improvement  Area  Programme. 

The  Individual  Unfit  House 

In  addition  to  the  representation  of  blocks  of  unht  houses  under 
Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  sixty  dw^ellings,  not  less  unht  but  so 
situated  as  to  need  separate  action,  w'ere  also  dealt  with  under  Part  II 
and  are  included  in  the  table  which  follows.  Such  dwellings  may  include 
caravans,  cellars,  attics  or  parts  of  buildings,  as  well  as  individual  houses. 
In  the  case  of  an  individual  house  this  action  may  result  in  its  demolition, 
its  closure  as  a dwelling,  its  acquisition  by  the  Corporation,  or  its  thorough 
repair  by  the  owner  to  an  approved  specihcation. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  with  regard  to  individual  dwellings 
during  the  year,  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  are: — 


(1)  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  55 

(2)  Owner’s  undertaking  accepted; 

(a)  Not  to  relet  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  To  make  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  16 

(3)  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(4)  Closing  Orders  made  as  demolition  would  affect  adjacent 

buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(5)  Houses  to  be  acquired  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

(6)  Demolition  following  representation  only  (no  Orders  made)  2 

(7)  Demolition  following  making  of  an  Order,  or  accepting  an 

undertaking...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

(8)  Undertaking  to  make  fit  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  14 

(9)  Houses  made  fit  after  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  1 

(10)  Parts  only  of  buildings  represented  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(11)  Closing  Orders  made  on  parts  of  buildings  ...  ...  ...  10 

Total  number  of  individual  dwellings  dealt  with  between  September, 

1939,  and  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,878 


A high  proportion  of  the  dwellings  concerned  are  demolished  where 
that  can  be  done  without  the  disturbance  of  adjacent  property,  or  become 
the  subject  of  an  undertaking  signed  by  the  owner  either  to  make  fit  or 
not  to  relet  for  human  habitation. 
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Unfit  but  Repairable  Houses 

At  Public  Inquiries  owners  quite  often  suggest  that,  in  many  of  the 
cases  being  considered,  the  service  of  a repair  notice  under  Section  9 of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  would  have  been  more  equitable  and  of  no  less 
benefit  to  the  tenants  than  acquisition  of  the  property  by  the  Corporation. 

The  service  of  these  notices  by  the  Housing  Section  has  been  restricted 
to  houses  which  are  closely  associated  with  Clearance  Areas  but  whose 
condition  suggests  that  they  could,  at  a reasonable  cost,  be  made  fit  for 
habitation  by  their  owners. 

Experience  in  1962,  as  in  1961,  shows  that  enforcement  of  these 
notices  takes  up  a great  deal  of  the  inspectors’  time  which  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  meagre  results  achieved  owing  to  the  frequently  slow 
progress  and  poor  standard  of  workmanship. 

During  the  year  ninety-two  notices  were  served,  fifty-seven  houses 
were  made  fit  and  at  the  31st  December  work  was  in  hand  at  sixty-three 
houses. 

The  attention  of  every  owner  on  whom  these  notices  are  served  is 
drawn  to  the  advantages  of  combining  grant-aided  works  of  improvement 
with  the  Section  9 repairs,  but  the  response  has,  unfortunately,  been 
negligible. 

Advice  to  Intending  House  Purchasers 

The  year  by  year  diminution  in  the  number  of  unfit  and  sub-standard 
houses  remainmg  in  private  ownership,  as  a result  of  the  Clearance  Area 
programme,  has  not  resulted  in  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  enquiries 
about  the  slum  clearance  future  of  properties  so  far  unaffected. 

These  requests  for  information  received  from  prospective  purchasers, 
vendors,  agents,  solicitors  and  Corporation  Departments,  indicate  that 
the  need  to  make  full  inquiry  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other  matters  when 
contemplating  the  purchase,  sale  or  improvement  of  such  properties,  is 
now  generally  accepted. 

Satisfaction  at  the  part  played  by  constant  Corporation  publicity 
in  bringing  this  about  is  tempered  by  the  fact  that  senior  staff  of  the 
Housing  Section  have  to  spend  an  unconscionable  time  on  matters  more 
concerned  with  the  sale  of  house  property  than  with  the  Section’s  principal 
duty  of  advancing  the  Clearance  Area  programme. 

During  1962,  the  number  of  such  enquiries  received  by  letter,  telephone 
or  personal  call  totalled  27,754  and  involved  41,183  houses. 
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Housing  Act  Advances 

The  City  Treasurer  is  supplied  on  request  with  information  as  to 
whether  or  not  Housing  Act  action  is  likely  to  affect  any  house  in  respect 
of  which  he  receives  an  application  for  a mortgage  loan.  A schedule  of 
necessary  repairs  is  also  prepared  if  the  condition  of  the  property  requires 
it. 

In  the  past  year  this  co-operation  has  been  inevitably  extended  to 
include  a check  on  the  mortgagor’s  observance,  not  only  of  agreements 
regarding  maintenance  of  structure,  but  also  observance  of  the  prohibition 
of  sub-letting. 

Many  of  the  properties  for  whose  purchase  the  Corporation  lends 
money,  though  of  the  older  type,  are  not  lacking  in  reasonable  amenities 
and  are  of  a size  more  than  sufficient  for  the  mortgagor’s  immediate 
family. 

Investigations  to  check  that  no  sub-letting  to  unrelated  families 
is  taking  place  are  often  complicated  not  only  by  the  language  difficulty 
but  by  the  existence  of  degrees  of  consanguinity  and  affinity  far  more 
extensive  than  those  set  out  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 


Housing  Act,  1957:  Part  IV  - Overcrowding 

It  is  a statutory  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  an  owner  or 
occupier,  on  request,  with  a certificate  showing  the  number  of  persons 
who  may  occupy  the  house  concerned  in  accordance  with  the  standard 
laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  During  the  year  certificates  relating 
to  4,173  houses  were  supplied. 

Although  much  information  is  available  from  office  records,  visits  by 
the  Clerk  Enumerator  attached  to  each  district  are  necessary,  not  only  to 
each  newly  built  house  but  to  older  types  also  if,  for  example,  alterations, 
conversions  or  improvement  grant  works  have  been  carried  out.  Visits 
for  all  purposes  in  1962  totalled  14,335. 

Inspections  are  also  made  of  any  house  on  receipt  of  information 
from  the  Housing  Management  Department  that  a sub-tenant  will  shortly 
be  rehoused  therefrom.  In  appropriate  cases  the  visit  is  followed  by  a 
letter  to  the  person  sub-letting,  whether  owner  or  tenant,  warning  him 
against  future  overcrowding  of  the  room,  or  rooms,  shortly  to  be  vacated. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  send  warning  letters  of  this  type  in  connection 
with  lettings  at  seventy-six  houses  during  the  year  and  each  will  be 
followed  up  by  two  or  three  visits  in  the  ensuing  12  months  to  ensure  that 
the  permitted  number  is  not  exceeded. 

Whatever  amelioration  may  be  brought  about  in  individual  cases, 
by  rehousing  or  by  enforcement  of  legal  standards,  the  general  over- 
crowding situation  in  the  City  can  show  little  improvement  without 
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the  provision  somewhere  of  several  thousand  houses  additional  to  those 
required  for  slum  clearance  and  redevelopment. 

This  is  obvious  if  comparison  is  made  between  the  estimated  popula- 
tion increase  of  4,790  during  the  year  and  the  net  increase  of  1,592 
dwellings,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  new  dwellings  provided  the 
number  of  houses  demolished,  and  vacated  for  demolition,  during  the  year. 

Staff 

The  eight  vacancies  for  Housing  Inspectors  have  remained  unfilled 
throughout  the  year  despite  attempts  at  recruitment,  so  much  so  that  it 
was  regarded  as  something  of  an  achievement  to  secure  a replacement 
for  an  Assistant  District  Housing  Inspector  who  left  Birmingham  for 
another  local  authority. 


Present  staff,  as  compared 

with  establishment. 

is  as 

follows: — 

Establish- 

Posts 

ment 

filled 

Vacancies 

District  Housing  Inspector 

5 

5 

— 

Asst.  Dist.  Housing  Inspectors  ... 

10 

7 

3 

Housing  Inspectors 

5 

— 

5 

20 

12 

8 

Although  at  this  stage  of  the  Clearance  Area  programme  there  can 
be  no  recruitment  of  unqualihed  technical  staff,  there  will  be  scope  for 
such  in  supervision  of  works  in  hand  once  the  Improvement  Area  pro- 
gramme acquires  momentum.  Authority  to  take  the  necessary  steps  has 
been  granted  and  will  be  acted  on  as  soon  as  possible,  but  for  reasons 
already  given,  concentration  on  completion  of  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme  is  the  Housing  Section’s  immediate  task. 

During  the  year  inspections  and  surveys  by  inspectorial  staff  have 
been  made  as  follows; — 


Inspections  or  surveys  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  192 

Inspections  or  surveys  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  9,237 

Miscellaneous  visits,  including  liaison  with  other  departments  ...  7,568 


16,997 


Included  in  the  foregoing  are  visits  paid  with  the  Ministry  Inspector 
at  the  conclusion  of  each  Public  Inquiry,  to  the  properties  concerned. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION 

Staff 

Further  new  legislation,  notably  the  Housing  (Management  of  Houses 
in  Multiple  Occupation)  Regulations,  1962,  which  came  into  force  in 
May,  made  heavy  demands  on  the  already  inadequate  staff  of  experienced 
and  qualified  public  health  inspectors.  Another  heavy  demand  on  staff 
was  made  by  the  Licensing  Act,  1961,  as  here  applications  were  received 
in  respect  of  club  premises  and  other  forms  of  licensed  premises,  and  the 
Local  Authority  was  obliged  to  deal  with  the  spate  of  applications  within 
a limited  period.  To  these  difficulties  were  added  the  advent  of  a few  cases 
of  smallpox  which  absorbed  all  the  available  time  of  the  inspectorial  staff 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year.  The  staff  responded  well  and  for  a 
time  had  to  concentrate  their  energies  on  the  above  to  the  detriment  of 
routine  inspection  in  other  spheres. 

The  Department  lost  the  services  of  nine  qualified  inspectors  during 
the  year.  Four  resigned  to  take  up  appointments  with  the  Veterinary  and 
Food  Inspection  Department,  four  to  take  up  appointments  elsewhere 
and  one  retired.  The  services  of  one  superannuitant  were  retained  through- 
out the  year  and  four  student  public  health  inspectors  qualified.  The  total 
strength  of  inspectors  on  district  duties  fell  from  fifty-five  at  the  end  of 
1961  to  fifty-one  ajt  the  end  of  1962,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  this  decline 
should  have  taken  place  at  a time  when  their  services  were  desperately 
needed  to  cope  with  the  additional  burdens  placed  on  inspectors,  especially 
in  dealing  with  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

In  order  to  offset  this  deficiency  in  some  way  the  Committee  author- 
ised the  appointment  of  six  clerk /enumerators  to  assist  with  routine 
enquiries  as  to  ownership  and  occupation  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  four  had  been  appointed.  Five  first  year  students 
were  also  placed  on  district  duties  instead  of  doing  their  one  year  of  duty 
within  the  office.  The  number  of  staff  employed  on  district  duties  at  the 


end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Actual  Ectablislirneni 

District  Inspeccors  ...  ...  ...  10  10 

Assistant  District  Inspectors  ...  ...  28  40 

Public  Health  Inspectors  ...  ...  13  30 

Student  Public  Health  Inspectors  ...  23  40 


Eight  students  were  appointed  during  the  year  to  commence  the  four- 
year  course  of  training  leading  to  the  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors’  Education  Board. 
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The  strength  of  students  at  31st  December,  1962,  was  as  follows: — 


Year 

Year  of 

Qualifying  Exam 

Number  of 
Pupils 

First  year 

1966 

9 

Second  Year 

1965 

7 

Third  Year 

1964 

8 

Fourth  Year 

1963 

3 

The  duties  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  are 
carried  out  by  inspectors  who  specialise  in  this  branch  of  the  work  and 
there  is  a vacancy  for  one  inspector  on  establishment.  Duties  under  the 
Shops  Act,  1950,  are  also  carried  out  by  inspectors  who  specialise  in  the 
work. 

Inspections 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  inspectorial  staff  on  the 
district  was  170,654.  This  included  17,005  visits  made  by  students  under 
instruction  who  visited  premises  whilst  accompanying  qualified  inspectors. 

Comparative  figures  for  recent  years  are  as  follows: — 

Year  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

Visits  192,419  188,056  188,143  181,874  170,654 

The  full  force  of  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  became  evident  when  powers 
were  given  to  the  Local  Authority  to  deal  with  houses  in  multiple  occupa- 
tion and  these  could  be  exercised  after  the  Housing  (Management  of 
Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation)  Regulations,  1962,  were  made  and  came 
into  force  in  May.  The  enforcement  of  the  legislation  is  exceedingly  time 
consuming  and  whereas  only  one  visit  may  be  recorded  to  a house  in 
multiple  occupation,  this  may  take  up  the  major  portion  of  a working  day. 

The  number  of  house  inspections  showed  a decline  even  though  it 
included  5,130  visits  to  houses  believed  to  be  let  in  multiple  occupation. 
The  number  of  visits  to  food  premises  showed  a slight  increase  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  and  there  is  a substantial  increase  in  the  number 
of  visits  made  under  the  heading  of  infectious  disease  due  to  the  enquiries 
in  connection  with  the  cases  of  smallpox  and  possible  contacts. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  more  urgent  matters  it  was  necessary  to 
reduce  the  number  of  visits  to  certain  classes  of  premises,  notably  out- 
workers and  factories,  and  regrettably  it  was  not  possible  to  make  progress 
with  routine  house-to-house  inspection. 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  inspections  made  under  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  continued  and,  although  the  drive  to  secure  improvement  grants  for 
private  house  property  continued  unabated  throughout  the  year,  the 
number  of  applications  received  showed  a drop  over  the  previous  year  for 
the  first  time  since  these  powers  were  delegated  to  the  Health  Committee. 
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The  total  of  visits  by  staff  engaged  on  general  district  duties  during 
1962  was  made  up  as  follows: — 

% of  total 

House  inspections 

91,278 

53-50 

Inspections  of  food  premises  ... 

7,645 

4-48 

Visits  re  infectious  disease 

11,826 

6-93 

Inspections  of  outworkers’ premises 

720 

0-42 

Inspections  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 

87 

0-05 

Inspections  of  stables  and  pigsties  ... 

397 

0-23 

Inspections  of  tips 

305 

0-18 

Visits  to  burials,  exhumations,  etc. 

41 

0-02 

Inspections  of  pleasure  fairs  and  circuses  ... 

136 

0-08 

Visits  re  sampling  of  water  ... 

157 

0-10 

Visits  re  taking  of  rag  flock  samples... 

36 

0-02 

Inspections  of  offensive  trade  premises 

23 

0-01 

Inspections  of  factory  premises 

3,340 

1-96 

Inspections  of  surface  air-raid  shelters 

59 

0-03 

Inspections  of  common  lodging  houses 

Inspections  of  premises  re  Town  and  Country 

120 

0-07 

Planning  applications 

1,211 

0-71 

Inspections  of  public  houses 

Visits  by  Students  under  instruction  by  qualified 

389 

0-22 

inspectors 

17,005 

9-97 

Joint  visits  made  by  qualified  inspectors  ... 

1,284 

0-75 

Other  successful  visits 

13,669 

8-01 

Unsuccessful  visits 

Visits  to  general  practitioners  to  deliver  supplies 

17,083 

10-00 

of  poliomyelitis  vaccine 

3,738 

2-20 

Visits  re  lectures  and  demonstrations  to  visitors  ... 

85 

0-05 

Inspections  of  agricultural  units 

20 

170,654 

0-01 

100-00 

Total  visits  made  by  inspectors,  including  those  engaged  on  certain 
special  duties: — 


Visits  by  public  health  inspectors  on  district 
Visits  by  Shops  Act  inspectors  ; 

Conditions  in  shops 

Hours  of  trading  and  special  visits 

Visits  by  rodent  control  inspectors  ... 


170,654 


15,110 

10,652 


25,762 

17,771 


214,187 


These  separate  totals  as  percentages  of  the  whole  are  as  follows: — ■ 


District  visits  ... 

Shops  Act  inspectors  ... 
Rodent  control  inspectors 


79-7 

12*0 

8-3 


100-0 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Visits  made  by  public  health  inspectors  in  connection  with  enquiries 
into  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  certain  infectious  diseases  totalled  11,826 
for  the  year.  This  figure  includes  those  visits  made  to  obtain  specimens  for 
bacteriological  examination  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his 
investigations.  The  comparative  figure  for  1961  was  3,041,  which  reveals 
that  the  work  in  this  connection  for  1962  increased  by  no  less  than  8,785 
visits  or  289  per  cent.  This  exceptional  increase  was  due  to  smallpox  in  the 
City  and  surrounding  areas,  which  had  a very  serious  impact  on  the  work 
of  the  public  health  inspectors,  and  which  involved  them  in  many  hours  of 
work  in  keeping  under  surveillance  possible  smallpox  contacts 

The  first  case  reported  was  associated  with  a cinema  at  Darlaston, 
and  every  available  inspector  was  engaged  in  a search  for  persons  who 
had  possibly  attended  the  performance  on  the  afternoon  of  Boxing  Day, 
1961.  A full  scale  operation  was  launched  at  the  beginning  of  January  and 
many  inspectors  were  engaged  almost  full  time  on  smallpox  control  en- 
quiries until  the  following  April.  During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year 
five  hundred  and  seventy-six  persons  had  been  kept  under  surveillance 
and  over  one  hundred  persons  were  still  under  surveillance  at  the  com- 
mencement of  April.  By  this  time  the  work  was  limited  to  tracing  and  the 
daily  visiting  of  persons  who  had  arrived  in  the  City  from  Karachi  and, 
to  a much  lesser  extent,  from  South  Wales  or  other  areas  where  smallpox 
was  reported.  The  impact  which  this  outbreak  made  on  the  work  of  the 
inspectorate  is  revealed  by  the  fact  that  nearly  10,000  visits  were  made  by 
a staff  of  fifty-six,  involving  2,369  hours  of  normal  office  time  and  six 
hundred  and  ninety-two  hours  out  of  office  time. 

The  assistance  of  the  district  inspectorial  staff  was,  once  again, 
enlisted  in  delivering  some  supplies  of  vaccine  for  use  against  poliomyelitis 
to  general  practitioners  throughout  the  City.  The  number  of  these  visits 
amounted  to  3,738  as  compared  with  2,495  in  1961. 

House  to  House  Inspections 

Provisions  for  securing  the  repair,  maintenance  and  sanitary  condition 
of  houses  are  contained  in  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  4 
defines  the  standard  of  fitness  to  be  observed  in  determining  whether  a 
house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Where  an  unfit  house  is  capable  of 
repair  at  reasonable  expense,  the  local  authority  shall  serve  upon  the 
owner  a notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Act,  requiring  him  within  a given 
time  to  make  the  house  fit  by  carrying  out  specified  works. 

At  the  close  of  1959,  a very  limited  start  was  made  on  this  work  but 
no  notices  had  been  prepared  for  service  at  the  end  of  that  year.  During 
1960,  however,  the  rate  of  inspection  was  accelerated  and  one  hundred  and 
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twenty-one  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  seventy-two  houses.  Further 
progress  was  achieved  in  1961,  when  an  additional  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
hve  houses  became  the  subject  of  notices  served  on  their  respective  owners. 
It  was  not  possible,  however,  to  maintain  this  progress  in  1962,  when 
statutory  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  a further  sixty-nine  houses. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  total  number  of  inspections  made  amounted  to 
1,419  showing  a definite  increase  when  compared  with  1,203  in  1961. 
1,244  of  these  visits  included  the  re-inspection  of  properties  where  repair 
works  were  in  progress,  and  to  ensure  that  a satisfactor}^  standard  of 
workmanship  was  achieved.  Once  again,  it  is  regretted  that  in  only  two 
cases  did  owners  make  application  for  an  improvement  grant  following 
the  service  of  the  above  notices. 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

In  November,  1961,  additional  powers  were  given  to  local  authorities 
to  deal  with  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
but  the  full  effect  of  this  legislation  was  not  felt  until  the  end  of  May,  1962, 
when  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  made  regulations 
entitled  The  Housing  (Management  of  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation) 
Regulations,  1962,  and  guidance  was  given  to  local  authorities  in  Circular 
No.  16/62. 

A survey  of  badly  affected  areas  had  been  undertaken  which  enabled 
the  Department  to  initiate  action  to  regulate  conditions  in  the  worst 
known  houses  and,  pending  the  printing  of  the  necessary  notices  and 
stationery,  informal  action  wns  taken  to  this  end.  The  surve}^  revealed 
a large  number  of  houses  which  were  in  need  of  management  orders  to 
apply  the  provisions  of  the  regulations,  notices  to  require  the  provision 
of  additional  amenities,  directions  to  limit  the  number  of  persons  who 
may  occupy  a house  pending  the  provision  of  additional  facilities  and 
amenities  and  notices  to  require  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

Hundreds  of  these  houses  have  been  let  to  a number  of  families  and 
individuals  without  any  proper  adaptation  for  the  purpose.  The  risk  of 
fire  is  great  but  the  legislation  relating  to  the  provision  of  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  lire  is  delegated  to  the  Public  Works  Committee.  A full  list  of 
known  houses  in  multiple  occupation  w^as  supplied  to  the  City  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  in  order  that  he  may  consider  those  cases  where  action 
should  be  taken  requiring  the  provision  of  fire  escapes.  In  the  absence  of 
proper  management,  conditions  in  and  surrounding  these  houses  have 
deteriorated  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  domestic  refuse  and  litter 
strewn  over  gardens,  paths  and  passages. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  tackle  this  problem  with  vigour 
but,  ow’ing  to  the  limited  force  of  experienced  inspectors  available  for  the 
work,  progress  has  been  slow.  The  Health  Committee  towards  the  end  of 
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1962  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  additional  staff  to  assist  in  the  clerical 
and  survey  work.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  four  clerk /enumerators 
had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  a further  two  were  appointed 
early  in  1963. 


The  powers  contained  in  the  Act  are  strong  and  are  devised  primarily 
to  deal  with  the  worst  type  of  multi-occupied  house,  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Council  that  these  powers  should  be  applied  wherever  this  type  of 
house  is  found.  The  legislation  has  been  so  framed  as  to  give  grounds  for 
appeal  to  persons  against  whom  action  is  proposed;  consequently  notice  of 
intention  of  action  has  to  be  given.  Time  is  allowed  for  appeals  and  thus 
many  months  may  elapse  before  enforcement  action  is  possible.  In  addition, 
the  legislation  is  complicated  and  involves  a considerable  amount  of 
clerical  work  and  many  visits  have  to  be  paid  to  each  house  before  effective 
control  can  be  imposed  and  conditions  for  the  occupiers  improved. 

The  matter  is  further  complicated  by  the  fact  that  many  owners  of 
this  type  of  house  come  from  the  Commonwealth  and  a high  percentage 
do  not  easily  understand  or  speak  English.  To  help  to  overcome  these 
difficulties  some  of  the  literature  relating  to  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
has  been  translated  and  printed  in  Urdu,  Bengali  and  Punjabi  and  some 
of  the  clerk /enumerators  have  been  recruited  from  among  Commonwealth 
immigrants  and  speak  a number  of  languages  and  dialects. 

The  Act  and  Regulations  do  not  lay  down  firm  standards  applicable 
to  all  houses  and  much  discretion  is  given  to  the  local  authority.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  mode  of  occupation  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  varies  greatly  and  the  needs  differ  according  to  whether  the 
house  is  occupied  solely  by  families  with  or  without  children  or  by  individu- 
als. Accordingly  technical  skill  is  called  for  in  the  inspection  of  these  premi- 
ses and  the  shortage  of  experienced  inspectors  available  for  this  work  is  a 
serious  impediment  to  progress  in  the  inspection  and  control  of  conditions 
in  houses  let-in-lodgings. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
as  follows: — 

Visits  by  inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,909 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,221 


5,130 

Visits  by  enumerators  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,776 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,906 
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Arising  from  inspections  carried  out,  the  following  action  was  taken 
during  the  year: — 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notice  under  Section  170  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  was  served  to  ascertain  details  of  owner- 
ship ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  491 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  a Notice  cf  Intention  to 

make  a Management  Order  was  served ....  ...  ...  ...  152 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  a Management  Order 

was  made.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  a Notice  of  Intention  to 
give  a Direction  to  limit  numbers  having  regard  to  facilities 


existing  was  served.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  a Direction  was  given  ...  79 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notice  under  Section  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1961,  was  served  to  require  works  and  provision 
of  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notice  under  Section  90  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1957,  was  served  to  abate  overcrowding  ...  39 


Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notice  under  Section  14  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1961,  was  served  requiring  execution  of  works 
to  make  good  neglect  of  proper  standards  of  management.  ...  14 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notice  under  Section  19 (9) 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  was  served  requiring  information  re 
occupancy  of  house  which  was  subject  to  a Direction.  ...  ...  4 

In  some  instances  all  the  steps  set  out  above  were  taken  in  respect 
of  an  individual  house;  in  other  cases  only  certain  of  these  steps  were 
necessary,  dependent  on  conditions  existing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  estimates  had  been  invited  from  builders  of  the 
cost  of  work  to  comply  with  notices  served  under  Section  15  but  no  work 
had  been  carried  out  by  the  Department  at  default.  In  some  cases,  when 
action  is  taken  by  the  Department  to  require  the  provision  of  facilities  or 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding,  the  landlord  evicts  his  tenants  in  order  to 
avoid  additional  expenditure.  Sometimes  the  displaced  persons  are  re- 
housed by  the  Housing  Management  Department  but  more  often  they 
move  to  another  house  and  it  may  not  be  long  before  conditions  are  as 
bad  as  in  the  house  from  which  they  were  displaced.  The  serious  defect 
which  has  been  revealed  by  the  operation  of  the  legislation  is  that  neither 
the  Planning  Acts  nor  the  Housing  Acts  give  to  local  authorities  the 
power  to  require  the  cessation  of  use  of  a house  as  a house  let-in-lodgings, 
and  neither  does  an  owner  require  to  seek  the  sanction  of  the  Council 
before  letting  a house  in  this  manner  for  the  first  time. 
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The  Public  Works  Committee  served  enforcement  notices  with  the 
intention  of  requiring  the  owners  to  cease  to  use  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  and  to  restore  them  to  their  original  use  as  dwelling  houses, 
and  appeals  were  lodged  with  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment against  the  enforcement  notices.  The  Minister  caused  enquiries  to  be 
held  early  in  1963  and  allowed  the  appeals  on  the  grounds  that  development 
was  not  involved  by  letting  the  houses  in  lodgings. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  gave  to  tenants  of  controlled  houses  the  right  to 
apply  to  the  local  authority  for  a certificate  of  disrepair  if  the  landlord 
failed  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs  or  to  give  an  undertaking  that  he 
would  do  so.  Much  publicity  was  given  to  this  legislation  but  it  is  notice- 
able that  the  number  of  tenants  making  application  to  the  local  authority 
declines  each  5’ear.  The  number  of  applications  made  during  the  year  was 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  compared  with  one  hundred  and  eight3'-one 
for  1961. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  action  taken  in  1962: — 

Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

{a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

{b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

4.  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph 

5 of  the  First  Schedule 

5.  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

6.  Number  of  certificates  issued  ... 

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

7.  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancellation 

of  certificates 

8.  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  ... 

9.  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant's 

objections 

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 

Number  of  visits  made  under  the  Act  ...  ...  631 

Number  of  re-visits  made  under  the  Act  ...  ...  435 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,066 

In  ever}-  case  where  an  application  is  made  for  a Certificate  of  Dis- 
repair a full  inspection  of  the  house  is  made  and  if  nuisances  exist  requiring 
abatement  by  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  appropriate 
action  is  taken.  A tenant  is  able  to  require  a landlord  to  carr\^  out  repairs 
to  certain  defects  of  the  structure  which  ma\’  not  in  themselves  constitute 
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54 
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a nuisance.  For  example,  a hot  water  supply  may  be  in  disrepair  but  not 
causing  nuisance.  Such  an  item  could  appropriately  be  included  by  the 
tenant  as  an  item  of  disrepair  on  his  Form  ‘G’  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 
Much  work  is  undertaken  by  landlords  acting  on  receipt  of  Form  ‘G’. 

Rent  Restriction  Acts 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  Registrar  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Furnished  Houses  (Rent  Control)  Act,  1946. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  ninety  notihcations  were  received 
from  the  Rent  Tribunal,  resulting  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
entries  being  made  in  the  1946  Register,  and  sixteen  certified  copies  from 
this  Register  were  issued  on  payment  of  one  shilling  each. 

Improvement  Grants 

Housing  (Financial  Provision)  Act,  1958 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

It  is  most  disappointing  to  report  a considerable  falling  oft  in  the 
number  of  applications  for  grants  during  1962.  A total  of  1,326  applications 
for  grants  was  approved  during  the  year,  which  figure  is  nearly  one  third 
less  than  the  number  of  applications  approved  in  1961  when  the  figure 
was  1,952.  This  big  drop  is  not  readily  explained,  but  it  seems  fairly 
evident  that  the  inducement  offered  to  landlords  of  a rental  increase  of 
12 J per  cent,  of  the  amount  spent  has  not  secured  results.  Similarly,  there 
appears  to  be  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  tenants  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  and  a remarkable  indifference  shown  by  many  others  to  the  desirability 
of  such  improvements  to  the  houses  they  occupy.  There  are  grounds  to 
believe,  however,  that  the  bulk  of  tenants  and  landlords  want  these 
improvements  and  that  the  main  stumbling  block  would  appear  to  be 
inertia  or  lack  of  co-operation  on  both  sides  towards  getting  on  with  the 
job. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  his  Circular  No. 
42/62  dated  the  2nd  August,  1962,  urges  local  authorities  to  a sustained 
effort  in  order  to  achieve  a very  big  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  being 
improved  and  recommends  a systematic  survey  of  streets  or  areas  with 
personal  approach  being  made  to  occupiers  and  owners  involved.  The 
Circular  also  contains  what  the  Press  chooses  to  call  a ‘veiled  threat’  of  the 
use  of  compulsory  purchase  powers  if  owners  do  not  co-operate.  What 
salutory  effect  this  may  have  remains  to  be  seen  but  it  is  worth  recording 
that  officers  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  improvement  grant 
schemes  have  for  a long  time  now  advocated  the  introduction  of  legislation 
to  secure  compulsory  improvement  similar  to  existing  legislation  for  the 
compulsory  repair  of  houses.  Such  legislation,  if  introduced,  is  likely, 
however,  to  remain  only  half  implemented  unless  there  is  a material 
improvement  in  the  staff  position,  both  inspectorial  and  clerical,  at  the 
same  time; 
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The  following  statistics  show  details  of  the  applications  during  1962: — 


Discretionary  Grants — 


Formal  applications 
received  during  the 
year 

Applications  approved 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
dwellings 

Number  of 
dwellings 

Amount  of  grant 
which  the  Council  have 
decided  to  pay 

{a)  Conversions 

46 

54 

1 s.  d. 

15,239  0 0 

(5)  Improvements 
Landlords 

12 

1 

32 

6,202  0 0 

Owner-occupiers 

15 

17 

3,147  0 0 

Standard  Grants — 


Applications 

Received 
(No.  of 

Approved 
(No.  of 

(No.  of 

dwell- 

dwell- 

dwell- 

ings) 

ings) 

ings) 

Landlords 

206 

271 

214 

Owner-occupiers 

955 

952 

937 

Grants  Paid 


Total 
Amount 
£ s.  d. 


23,025  5 1 1 
105,022  15  0 


Number  of  amenities  provided 


Fixed 
bath  or 
shower 


} 


1,028 


Wash 

Hot 

Water 

Food 

basins 

water 

closet 

storage 

supplies 

facilities 

1,058 

1,079 

1,071 

601 

There  were  two  applications  for  discretionary  grants  and  twenty- 
seven  applications  for  standard  grants  rejected  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  10,121  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  connection 
with  Improvement  Grants  compared  with  13,575  in  1961.  Since  the  first 
improvement  grant  was  paid  in  the  City  in  1952  £873,448  10s.  lid.  has 
been  paid  out  in  8,562  grants  made  up  as  follows: — 


No. 

Amount 

i s.  d. 

Landlords 

... 

1,274 

172,293  3 8 

Owner-occupiers 



7,288 

701,155  7 3 

8,562 

873,448  10  11 

Approximately  seven-tenths  of  this  total  (£628,645  3s.  6d.)  has  been 
paid  since  the  introduction  of  the  standard  grant  scheme  in  1959. 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances 

Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  enables  a local  authority 
to  serve  notice  for  the  abatement  of  a nuisance  and  this  section,  in  practice, 
proves  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  weapons  in  the  armoury  of  the  public 
health  inspector.  Complaints  received  in  the  Department  concerning  un- 
satisfactory conditions  in  houses,  ^^ards,  business  premises  and  even  on 
w’aste  land,  often  relate  to  the  existence  of  a public  health  nuisance. 
Such  complaints  are  investigated  and  where  a nuisance  is  found  to  exist 
a statutory  notice  is  served  on  the  person  by  w'hose  act,  default  or  suffer- 
ance the  nuisance  arises.  In  many  cases  this  may  be  the  owner  of  a 
dweUinghouse  and,  a notice  having  been  served,  if  this  is  not  complied 
with  a complaint  can  be  made  to  the  Magistrates  and  a summons  issued 
so  that  the  case  may  be  heard  in  the  Magistrates’  Court.  If  on  hearing  the 
complaint  the  Magistrates  are  satisfied  of  the  existence  of  a nuisance 
they  may  make  a Nuisance  Order  and  if  the  work  is  not  carried  out  at  the 
expiry  of  the  period  given  by  the  Magistrates  then  the  local  authority  is  in 
a position  to  proceed  to  carry  out  the  work  at  the  default  of  the  person 
on  whom  the  notice  was  served.  These  powers  are  extremely  useful  in 
dealing  with  a variety  of  complaints  and  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
forms  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspector. 


There  are  powers  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  deal  with  many 
matters  associated  with  environment,  and  these  include  the  paving  and 
drainage  of  yards,  courts  and  passages,  the  provision  of  sanitary  accom- 
modation, water  supply,  and  the  cleansing  of  filthy  and  verminous 
premises.  Mostly  action  is  taken  following  the  receipt  of  a complaint  from 
the  occupier  and  investigations  carried  out  in  the  year  resulted  in  the 
service  of  6,184  statutory  notices  compared  with  5,921  in  1961.  4,129  of 
these  notices  were  served  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


The  average  time  taken  for  compliance  with  an  abatement  notice 
served  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  two  months 
and  thirteen  days,  which  is  about  the  same  as  in  recent  years. 


1958  .. 

1959  .. 

1960  .. 

1961  .. 

1962  .. 


...  2 months  and  22  days 

2 months  and  24  days 
...  2 months  and  1 1 days 

...  2 months  and  12  days 

...  2 months  and  1 3 days 


Following  action  taken  by  the  Corporation  many  of  the  old  houses 
in  the  City  have  been  taken  into  Corporation  management  but  this 
Department  continues  to  receive  complaints  from  tenants  concerning 
their  living  conditions.  Although  the  majority  of  initial  complaints  are 
passed  direct  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  his  attention,  it  is  the  practice 
to  investigate  those  complaints  where  it  appears  that  the  public  health  is 
likely  to  be  endangered  or  that  the  complainant  has  a special  grievance. 
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The  total  of  6,184  statutory  notices  were  made  up  as  follows: — 


Nuisances  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 
dealing  mainly  with  roofs,  spoutings,  fallen  plaster,  defective 
floorboards,  broken  sashcords  and  window  frames  ...  ...  4,129 

Stopped  up  drains,  soil  pipes,  water  closets  and  private  sewers, 
dealt  with  under  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1946,  as 
amended  by  the  1954  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90S 

Urgent  nuisances,  badly  leaking  roofs,  broken  water  closet 
pedestals,  etc.,  dealt  with  under  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
Act,  1948  562 

Provision  or  improvement  of  piped  water  supply — Section  138, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  amended  by  Section  30,  Water 

Act,  1945  189 

Yard  paving  and  drainage — ’Section  56,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  75 

Unsatisfactory  drainage — Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  235 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises — Section  83,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  3 

Conversion  closets — Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936...  ...  3 

Byelaw  infringements — nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation — Section  39,  Birmingham 

Corporation  Act,  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Removal  of  noxious  matter.  Section  79,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  5 

Repair  of  unfit  houses  to  make  fit  for  human  habitation — 

Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957  68 

6,184 


To  enforce  these  requirements  it  was  necessary  to  serve  two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  summonses  during  the  year.  Figures  for  recent  ye3.rs 
were: — 

Summonses  served 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 


769 

265 

362 

284 

279 


In  many  instances,  by  the  time  the  case  was  brought  into  court  the 
necessary  work  was  in  hand  or  it  had  been  completed.  Nuisance  Orders 
were  made  by  the  Magistrates  in  fifty-one  cases. 
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Fines 


Summonses  taken  out  during  1962 

General  Nuisances 

Dogs  fouling  footway  

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960 

Contraventions  of  Section  36,  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

Contraventions  of  Section  90,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Using  rent  book  in  contravention  of  Section  81  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  and  the  Rent  Restrictions 
Regulations,  1957  ... 

Failure  to  comply  with  Notice  under  Section  39  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Contraventions  of  Section  12,  Rent  Act,  1957 

Contravention  of  Section  83,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Contravention  of  No.  6 of  the  Byelaws  with  respect 
to  nuisances  (conveying  waste  food  in  an  open 
vehicle). 


206  — 

1 ;^2 

43  ;^175 

6 ;^20 

8 IAS 

2 — 

2 £2 

9 £9 

1 

1 


279  ;^261 


Enforcement  Section 

This  Section  arranges  execution  of  all  works  required  to  comply  with 
Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Housing  Act,  1957, 
Housing  Act,  1961,  and  associated  acts  and  regulations  at  the  request  and 
default  of  owners,  owner-occupiers  and  occupiers,  and  carries  out  the 
requirements  of  Nuisance  Orders  made  by  the  City  Justices  at  the  Victoria 
Law  Courts  when  these  orders  have  not  been  complied  with  by  the  persons 
concerned.  The  institution  of  all  legal  proceedings  arising  out  of  public 
health  inspection,  in  liaison  with  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department,  is  another 
important  function  and  involves  the  careful  collation  of  information  of 
every  description  and  accurate  preparation  of  evidence  necessary  for 
prosecutions  to  be  successfully  conducted. 

The  Enforcement  Officer  is  present  at  Victoria  Law  Courts  each  week 
to  assist  and  advise  when  the  Corporation’s  Prosecuting  Solicitor  presents 
the  cases  to  the  City  Justices. 

Repairs  to  property  detailed  during  the  year  have  covered  all  aspects 
of  general  building  work  and  varied  from  minor  items  which  included 
replacement  of  slates  and  tiles  on  roofs,  renewal  and  repair  of  eaves 
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guttering  and  rainwater  down  pipes,  plaster  repairs  to  walls  and  ceiling 
renewal  of  sashcords  to  windows,  repair  and  renewal  of  firegrates,  to 
more  extensive  items  of  work  in  the  rebuilding  of  walls  and  chimney 
stacks,  the  replacement  of  water  supplies,  general  drainage  work,  the 
paving  in  tarmacadam  and  concrete  paving  slabs  of  approaches  to  houses. 
The  extensive  repair  of  unfit  houses  in  accordance  with  Section  9 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  is  also  undertaken.  The  removal  has  also  been  carried 
out,  of  accumulations  of  offensive  rubbish  (a  most  unpleasant  task) 
from  gardens  and  cellars  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  the  occupants  of 
which  appear  to  possess  little  or  no  knowledge  of  hygiene  and  elementary 
cleanliness. 

The  preparation  of  specifications  of  work  for  the  provision  of  venti- 
lated food  stores,  water  supplies,  sinks,  wash-hand  basins,  cooking  facilities, 
natural  and  artificial  lighting,  adequate  heating  and  ventilation  of  rooms 
and  of  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences,  as  required  by  the  Housing 
Act,  1961,  has  also  been  undertaken. 

All  works  carried  out  during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  works 
under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  56  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  were  on  a daywork  basis  of  labour  and  materials  plus 
costs  to  include  overheads,  as  set  out  in  the  National  Schedule  of  Daywork 
Charges  for  General  Building  Work.  This  method  of  execution  of  repairs 
to  property  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  practical  and  economical. 

The  severe  shortage  of  labour  in  the  building  industry  continues  and 
some  difficulty  in  arranging  prompt  execution  of  work  has  been  encountered, 
but  the  goodwill  of  many  of  the  building  contractors  on  the  Department  s 
list  of  builders  has  resulted  in  all  works  being  carried  out  without  undue 
delay. 

Resistance  to  execution  of  works  in  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
(lodging  houses),  has  been  encountered.  Tradesmen  have  flatly  refused  to 
carry  out  repairs  because  of  the  bad  conditions  and  the  habits  of  the 
occupants  of  these  houses  and  have  asked  their  employers  for  their 
‘Cards’  as  they  know  more  congenial  work  elsewhere  is  theirs  for  the  asking. 
The  employers  cannot  afford  to  lose  their  labour  force,  as  they  all  know 
only  too  well  the  difficulty  of  replacement,  and  have  accordingly  declined 
to  carry  out  this  type  of  work  for  the  Department.  Other  builders,  when 
approached,  have  also  refused  this  type  of  work. 

Resistance  has  been  experienced  too  when  preparing  specifications 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1961,  from  the  occupiers  of  houses  in  multiple 
occupation,  who  openly  stated  that  they  did  not  want  works  to  provide 
essential  facilities  for  their  use  installed  in  their  rooms  and  resented 
intrusion  by  the  Department.  Careful  explanation  was  given  to  these 
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persons,  with  tact  and  persuasion,  that  it  was  to  help  them  that  the 
Department  was  acting  and  only  then  did  they  reluctantly  consent  to 
inspections  being  made. 

The  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  works  required  by  Statu- 
tory Notices  were  arranged  and  executed  at  a reasonable  cost  and  the  fact 
that  there  was  a daily  visit  by  an  inspector  while  work  was  in  progress 
which  ensured  that  repairs  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  under  skilled 
supervision,  resulted  in  owners  having  confidence  in  the  service  provided 
by  the  Department  and  many  requests  for  assistance  were  received  in 
consequence.  This  applied  particularly  where  works  were  of  a difficult 
nature  or  where  the  works  involved  more  than  one  owner  and  the  cost  had 
to  be  apportioned  between  the  owners  concerned,  the  apportionment  of 
such  costs  usually  being  accepted  without  question. 

In  view  of  the  services  given  by  the  Department  to  owners,  owner- 
occupiers  and  occupiers,  a 5 per  cent,  establishment  charge  is  made  on 
all  works  undertaken,  to  help  defray  administrative  expenses. 

Many  owners  experience  financial  hardship  in  meeting  the  costs  of 
repairs  to  their  property  following  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  and, 
in  requesting  the  Department  to  carry  out  the  works  required  on  their 
behalf,  also  request  financial  help  to  meet  the  costs  incurred.  In  these  cases 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  Health  Committee  to  permit  repayment  of  the 
costs  to  be  spread  over  a period  normally  of  three  years,  but  in  cases  of 
exceptional  hardship  the  time  for  repayment  has  been  extended  beyond 
this  period.  The  special  circumstances  of  each  case  are  considered  on  their 
respective  merits  before  any  such  action  is  taken.  During  the  year  thirteen 
sealed  instalment  orders  for  recovery  of  expenses  were  made  by  the  Town 
Clerk.  Agreements  for  recovery  of  expenses  incurred  were  made  by  the 
Secretary- Accountant  in  fifty-three  cases,  and  collection  of  rents  in  recovery 
of  expenses  undertaken  in  two  instances. 

The  total  cost  of  all  works  carried  out  during  the  year  was  £8,998  4s.  5d. 
These  works  required  the  preparation  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-one 
specifications,  respecting  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  houses.  Of  these, 
eighty-one  specifications  were  for  execution  of  building  repairs  to  abate 
nuisances  at  ninety-six  houses,  at  a cost  of  £2,877  17s.  4d. 

Repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out  at  a total  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  houses  at  the  request  of  owners  at  a cost  of  £2,179  5s.  9d., 
which  necessitated  the  preparation  of  thirty-seven  specifications,  and  in 
seventy-three  cases  at  the  default  of  the  owners  at  a cost  of  £4,141  Is.  4d., 
involving  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  houses.  In  eighteen  cases  essential 
works  were  carried  out  to  comply  with  Nuisance  Orders  made  by  the 
City  Justices  at  the  Victoria  Courts.  The  cost  of  this  work  totalled 
£714  11s.  5d.,  and  the  number  of  houses  affected  was  twenty-two. 
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The  following  analysis  indicates  the  \vork  undertaken  by  this  Section 


during  1962: — 


Jobs 


Section  93  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

General  Nuisances — repairs  to  defective 
houses. 

At  default  of  owners — for  non- 
compliance  with  Nuisance  Orders.  18 
By  agreement.  ...  ...  ...  63 

Section  56  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Paving  of  courts,  yards  and  passages. 

At  default  of  owners.  ...  ...  1 

By  agreement.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Section  39  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Provision  of  satisfactory  drainage. 

At  default  of  owners  ...  ...  22 

By  agreement  ...  ...  ...  15 

Section  138  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

{as  amended  by  Section  30  Water  Act, 

1945). 

Houses  already  having  internal  water 
supply  but  where  supply  was  insufficient — 
improvement  effected. 

At  default  of  owners  ...  ...  23 

By  agreement  ...  ...  ...  20 

Section  9 Housing  Act,  1957 

Repair  of  unfit  houses  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit  at  reasonable  cost. 

At  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Section  32  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1948. 

Repairs  to  houses  to  abate  urgent  nuisances. 

By  agreement  ...  ...  ...  1 


Houses 


22 

74 


10 

16 


59 

44 


85 


82 


28 


1 


Cost 

£ s.  d. 


714  11  5 

1 .963  5 1 1 


158  0 11 

370  7 6 


264  411 

135  11  9 


1,518  4 10 

1,643  6 6 


2,190  18  6 


30  0 0 


Section  44  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Reconstruction  of  exist  ing  water  closets  and 
and  provision  of  additional  water  closet 
accommodation . 

At  default  of  owner  ...  ...  1 1 9 12  2 


Urgent  Nuisances 

As  in  previous  years,  great  benefit  w'as  derived  by  both  landlords  and 
tenants  from  the  use  of  the  special  powers  for  dealing  with  urgent  nuisances 
contained  in  Section  59  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1946,  as 
amended  by  the  Act  of  1954,  and  Section  32  of  the  Birmingham  Corpora- 
tion Act,  1948. 
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After  service  of  notice  the  Corporation  is  empowered  to  undertake 
urgent  work  remaining  undone  after  a short  specified  period  of  time. 
Provision  is  made  for  the  recovery  of  the  costs  incurred. 


Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1946 — Section  59. 

(Defective  drains  requiring  urgent  attention) 

Total  number  of  notices  served  during  1962  (involving  718  jobs) 
Work  carried  out  by  owners  in  specified  time  ... 

Orders  given  by  this  Department  in  default  of  owners’  com- 
pliance ... 

Orders  given  by  this  Department  at  request  of  owners 
Total  cost  of  work  given  to  the  Department’s  contractors  ;^1,633 
Average  cost  per  job  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £4 

The  maximum  charge  in  respect  of  any  one  job  was  ...  ...  ;^98 

and  the  minimum  was 


908 

390 

277 
51 
3 
7 
1 
3 


During  the  year  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  obstructions  in 
24  private  sewers  affecting  186  houses. 

Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1948 — Section  32. 

(Defective  houses  requiring  urgent  attention) 

Total  number  of  notices  served  during  1962  (involving  512  jobs)  562 

Work  carried  out  by  owners  in  specified  time  ...  ...  ...  218 

Orders  given  by  this  Department  in  default  of  owners’  compliance  171 

Orders  given  by  this  Department  at  request  of  owners  ...  23 

The  cost  of  the  work  given  to  the  Department’s  contractors 

totalled  ;^3,503  11  5 

Average  cost  per  job  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £18  1 2 

The  maximum  charge  in  respect  of  any  one  job  was  ...  ;^292  5 0 

and  the  minimum  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £l  10  8 

Redevelopment  Areas  and  Clearance  Areas 

Tenants  of  houses  which  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Corporation 
either  as  a result  of  the  programmes  of  redevelopment  or  of  slum  clearance 
have  the  right  to  complain  to  the  Health  Department  concerning  cond- 
itions under  which  they  live.  Many  exercise  this  right  in  preferance  to 
complaining  to  the  Housing  Management  Department;  others  complain 
to  the  Health  Department  if  they  feel  there  has  been  undue  delay  in 
attention  given  to  complaints  made  direct  to  the  Housing  Management 
Department.  In  order  to  avoid  undue  duplication  of  effort,  first  complaints 
are  usually  passed  direct  to  the  Housing  Management  Department,  but 
if  it  appears  that  the  public  health  is  likely  to  be  endangered  or  that  there 
has  been  undue  delay,  the  complaint  is  investigated  by  a public  health 
inspector  and  the  attention  of  the  Housing  Manager  is  drawn  to  matters 
requiring  urgent  remedy. 

Very  close  co-operation  is  necessary  between  the  two  departments  in 
order  to  prevent  one  department  being  played  off  against  another,  but 
so  far  as  possible  every  effort  is  made  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
tenants  living  under  what  are  often  deplorable  conditions.  It  is  a sad 
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reflection  that  many  thousands  of  tenants  are  forced,  through  housing 
shortage,  to  live  in  houses  which  are  fit  only  for  demolition. 

During  the  year  2,382  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  property 
in  the  management  of  the  Housing  Management  Department  and  of  these 
complaints  1,163  were  investigated  by  public  health  inspectors  and  a 
total  of  2,278  preliminary  notices  was  sent  to  the  Housing  Manager 
during  the  year.  Appropriate  follow-up  action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Burial  of  the  Dead  and  Exhumations 

Human  remains  were  removed  from  seven  graves  within  the  City 
following  the  granting  of  a licence  from  the  Home  Office.  In  addition, 
the  remains  of  seventeen  members  of  the  German  Armed  Forces  were  re- 
moved from  Lodge  Hill  Cemetery  for  re-interment  in  the  German  Military 
Burial  Ground,  Cannock  Chase,  Staffordshire. 

The  major  task  of  the  removal  of  human  remains  was  undertaken 
from  the  Burial  Ground  of  Sir  Josiah  Mason’s  Orphanage,  Erdington. 
Here  the  small  burial  ground  contained  the  remains  of  fifty-six  persons 
who  had  been  interred  there  during  the  period  1870  to  1931.  The  remains 
included  those  of  Sir  Josiah  Mason  and  Annie  Mason,  his  wife.  In  this  case 
the  remains  were  cremated  at  Perry  Barr  Crematorium.  These  exhumations 
were  carried  out  as  a result  of  the  purchase  by  the  Corporation  of  the  land 
which  formerly  constituted  the  orphanage.  Supervision  of  the  work  of 
removal  of  all  these  remains  was  undertaken  by  public  health  inspectors 
to  ensure  that  it  was  done  with  all  due  decency  and  without  risk  to  public 
health. 

Forty-one  visits  were  also  made  regarding  the  depths  of  graves  in 
certain  burial  grounds  not  under  Corporation  control. 

Domestic  Surface  Air  Raid  Shelters 

Arising  from  the  survey  carried  out  in  1954,  further  consideration 
was  given  during  1962  to  numbers  of  shelters  which  had  been  the  subject 
of  complaints.  In  53  cases  it  was  considered  that  the  amenities  of  nearby 
dwelling  houses  were  now  so  disturbed  as  to  constitute  a danger  to  health 
and  therefore  to  warrant  representation  being  made  for  the  demolition  of 
the  shelters.  The  total  number  of  shelters  represented  for  demolition  since 
the  survey  began  was  brought  up  to  847  at  the  31st  December,  1962,  as 
follows: — 


Total  shelter 
structures 
surveyed 


Shelters 
represented 
for  demolition 


Central  Wards 
Middle  Ring  Wards 
Outer  Ring  \\'ards  ... 


822 

1,220 

2,013 


312 

451 

84 


4,055 


847 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 

Every  local  authority  is  required  to  maintain  a register  of  all  estab- 
lished common  lodging  houses  within  their  district  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  237  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  register 
contains  entries  giving  the  full  names  and  addresses  of  all  persons  regist- 
ered with  the  Department  as  “keepers”  and  “deputy  keepers”.  In  addition, 
information  is  recorded  as  to  the  location  of  every  such  lodging  house, 
including  the  maximum  number  of  persons  which  each  may  accommodate. 

No  further  change  occurred  in  the  number  of  common  lodging  houses 
registered  for  the  year,  the  figure  remaining  at  seven  and  providing  total 
accommodation  for  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  men  only. 

Conditions  at  these  houses  are  controlled  by  byelaws  and  routine 
visits  are  carried  out  by  public  health  inspectors,  both  by  day  and  night, 
to  ensure  that  no  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  byelaws 
occur. 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  were  made  viz.: — ■ 

Day  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Night  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  120 


The  above  visits  have  again  confirmed  the  fact  that  there  still  remains 
a positive  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  in  the  City.  Some  hostels 
were  found  to  be  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year,  and  in  other  cases 
at  least  90  per  cent,  of  the  beds  available  were  occupied. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  above  accommodation 
would  be  seriously  depleted  in  1963  due  to  the  rapid  progress  of  redevelop- 
ment within  the  City.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  that  at 
least  two  of  the  larger  hostels  managed  by  the  Salvation  Army  were 
required  almost  immediately  for  demolition  in  connection  with  the  Inner 
Ring  Road  Scheme.  The  same  fate  awaits  others  in  the  not  too  distant 
future.  Discussions  continued  throughout  the  year  between  representatives 
of  the  Salvation  Army,  the  Public  Works  Department  and  the  City  Estates 
Department  as  to  the  provision  of  alternative  sites,  but  no  satisfactory 
conclusion  had  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a satisfactory  answer  will  be  found  to  this  problem  early  in  1963,  for  the 
reasons  already  outlined  above  and  in  earlier  reports. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

No  material  change  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  caravan  sites 
within  the  City  during  recent  years. 
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The  Department  is  still  occasionally  confronted,  however,  with  the 
problems  arising  from  the  siting  of  single  and  small  groups  of  caravans  on 
unauthorised  sites.  When  such  instances  occur  they  are  immediately 
reported  to  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  action  under  local  powers 
contained  in  Section  43  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1935.  This 
section  provides  that,  with  certain  reservations,  no  land  shall  be  used  for 
occupation  by  caravans  without  prior  approval  of  the  Corporation. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  which 
came  into  force  on  the  29th  August,  1960,  is  delegated  to  the  Public 
Works  Committee  for  enforcement.  This  new  legislation  repeals  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  caravans.  Whilst  it 
controls  the  use  of  land,  which  is  to  be  regulated  by  both  planning  permis- 
sion and  by  the  licensing  of  sites  for  caravans,  it  does  not  make  it  an  offence 
for  a caravan  owner-occupier  to  station  his  van  upon  land  without  permis- 
sion. 

Eighty-seven  visits  were  paid  by  public  health  inspectors  to  land 
occupied  by  caravans  during  the  year.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  for 
the  Department  to  resort  to  statutory  action  in  the  control  of  nuisances. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Twenty  routine  visits  were  paid  to  this  class  of  premises  which  are 
mainly  smallholdings,  small  farms  and  land  on  which  produce  is  grown 
for  sale.  There  are  sixty-five  such  premises  known  to  exist  in  the  City. 
No  statutory  action  was  called  for  during  the  year. 

^ Offensive  Trades 

In  a city  such  as  Birmingham  it  may  be  surprising,  and  it  is  certainly 
^ gratifying  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  that  during  the  past  twelve 
months  complaints  regarding  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are 
operated  have  been  few  and  not  of  a really  serious  nature. 

As  explained  in  some  previous  reports  it  is  not  always  understood 
that  there  are  certain  trades  which  deal  in  and  with  materials  which  by 
their  very  nature  are  “offensive”  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  To  dispose  of 
animal  carcases,  bones,  offal  and  hooves,  to  mention  a few,  must  be 
regarded  as  essential  and  the  disposal  must  be  as  rapid  and  efficient  as 
possible.  Many  who  complain  about  these  trades  often  give  the  impression 
that  the  mere  existence  of  such  a trade  is  an  affront  to  modern  civilisation, 
little  realising  that  animal  organic  matter  would  create  serious  nuisances 
and  grave  problems  with  attendant  risk  to  public  health,  if  not  suitably 
dealt  with  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  premises  and  processes  used  for  this  purpose  constitute  what  are 
known  as  “Offensive  Trades”  and  for  which  there  are  specific  byelaws, 
the  sole  object  of  which  is  to  ensure,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  nuisances 
arising  from  offensive  odours  and  fly  infestation  shall  be  kept  to  a mini- 
mum. 
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It  is  fortunate  that  the  traders  concerned  are  well  aware  of  and 
appreciate  the  need  for  the  various  requirements  of  the  byelaws  and  know 
that  any  relaxation  of  effort  invariably  results  in  the  occurrence  of  serious 
nuisance  and  widespread  complaints.  Seldom  is  any  complaint  made 
during  the  winter  and  cooler  months,  the  danger  period  being  summer 
time  when  long,  dry  hot  spells  are  conducive  to  rapid  decomposition  of 
organic  matter,  fly  breeding  and  infestation.  Although  it  may  be  of  scant 
consolation  to  holiday  makers,  the  poor  summers  in  Britain  during  recent 
years  have  not  been  quite  devoid  of  benefit. 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  the  offensive  trades  in  the 
City  and,  where  conditions  so  warrant,  several  calls  are  made.  During 
1962,  twenty-three  inspections  were  carried  out,  no  statutory  action  by 
the  service  of  notices  was  necessary,  the  proprietors  giving  ready  co- 
operation in  the  few  instances  when  improvement  was  requested. 

Pig  Keeping 

In  the  past  few  years  comment  has  been  made  upon  the  decline  in  the 
number  of  domestic  pig  keepers  in  the  City  and  various  reasons  have 
been  suggested.  The  decline  continues  and  domestic  pig  keeping  is  likely 
to  disappear  completely  in  Birmingham  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

In  days  gone  by,  although  domestic  pig  keepers  were  not  unknown 
to  within  two  miles  of  the  city  centre,  they  were  chiefly  established  in  the 
outskirts  where  large  gardens  were  general  and  land  or  allotments  could 
be  rented  at  insignificant  expense.  Today  most  of  this  land  has  been 
utilised  for  house  building  and  there  has  been  the  inevitable  displacement 
of  pig  keepers  from  those  areas.  It  must  be  remembered  that  many  of 
these  pig  keepers  operated  on  a business  basis  and  had  numerous  pigs 
all  the  year  round. 

The  domestic  pig  keeper  who  normally  kept  not  more  than  two  pigs 
at  any  time,  was  to  be  found  almost  anywhere,  provided  enough  space 
was  available  to  erect  a sty.  Very  often  this  type  of  pig  keeping  was 
primarily  a hobby  but  undoubtedly  had  some  financial  advantage. 
Proximity  to  dwellings  had  always  been  an  obstacle  to  domestic  pig 
keeping  and  so  important  is  this  aspect  that  the  City  Byelaws  prohibit 
keeping  pigs  within  60  feet  of  an  occupied  dwelling.  This  difficulty, 
combined  with  complaints  by  neighbours,  may  account  for  the  decreasing 
number  of  domestic  pig  keepers,  although  there  are  several  other  probable 
reasons,  including  the  high  cost  of  feeding  stuffs. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  visits  to  pig  keeping  premises  were 
made  during  the  year,  five  notices  were  served  for  Byelaw  contraventions, 
but  no  enforcement  action  was  required. 
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Tips  and  Tipping 

The  co-operation  of  the  operators  of  established  tips  continued  to  be 
obtained  readily  and  very  few  complaints  were  received  in  the  Depart- 
ment. Routine  visits  totalling  three  hundred  and  five  were  made  by 
the  public  health  inspectors  to  observe  conditions  and  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  Byelaws.  During  the  year  one  tip  was  closed  leaving  twelve  tips 
in  operation  at  the  end  of  1962. 

Complaints  of  the  depositing  of  rubbish  and  discarded  domestic 
articles  on  vacant  sites  did  not  lessen,  however,  during  the  year  and, 
although  redevelopment  reduced  the  sites  available,  those  remaining 
continued  to  be  abused  regularly  by  this  practice.  Action  was  taken  to 
deal  with  any  conditions  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  and  in  other 
cases  the  co-operation  of  the  Cit}/  Engineer  and  Surveyor  was  sought  in 
clearing  the  site.  Unfortunately  no  sooner  was  rubbish  removed  than 
fresh  articles  were  deposited  and  it  is  recorded  with  regret  that  this  anti- 
social behaviour  by  some  citizens  is  still  continuing. 

Pleasure  Fairs 

It  was  stated  in  the  Report  for  1961  that  pleasure  fairs  were  undoubtedly 
on  the  wane  in  Birmingham  and  the  past  12  months  confirm  this  view. 

In  1961,  forty-one  notifications  of  intention  to  hold  pleasure  fairs  were 
submitted  but  this  number  was  reduced  in  1962  to  thirty-six.  While  this 
might  appear  to  be  a substantial  total  spread  over  12  months  for  this 
City  alone,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  total  figure  included,  in 
addition  to  the  twenty-six  fun  fairs  of  conventional  type,  eight  circuses  and 
two  garden  fetes  or  similar  functions  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
City  Byelaws  relating  to  Pleasure  Fairs.  These  Byelaws  in  their  definition 
of  Pleasure  Fairs  include  “ . . . any  circus,  exhibition  of  human  beings  or 
performing  animals,  merry-go-round,  roundabout,  switchback  railway, 
coconut-shy,  hoop-la,  shooting  gallery  or  swings  or  anything  similar 
to  any  of  the  foregoing.” 

Contraventions  of  the  Byelaws  were  very  few  and  of  a minor  nature 
and  were  dealt  with  on  the  spot.  In  one  or  two  instances  sites  have  been 
left  in  an  untidy  condition,  deposits  of  fuel  oil  being  noted  in  the  badly 
churned  ground.  The  damage  to  the  surface  may  be  inevitable  in  certain 
circumstances  but  this  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  landowners 
concerned  so  that  appropriate  measures  can  be  taken  in  future. 

Many  of  the  fairs  held  today  are  of  the  small  type,  weekend  affairs 
with  a couple  of  roundabouts  surrounded  by  the  usual  numerous  side- 
stalls,  shooting  galleries  and  various  other  means  for  testing  skill. 

No  doubt  these  fairs  will  continue  to  be  held  as  long  as  patronage  is 
forthcoming  to  ensure  their  financial  success,  but  time  will  show  to  what 
extent  this  will  occur. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  pleasure  fairs  during 
the  year. 
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Canal  Boats 

During  the  year  1962,  the  number  of  boats  inspected  on  the  canals 
within  the  City  area  was  803,  and  the  number  of  inspections  each  quarter 
was  as  follows: — 

First  Quarter  Second  Quarter  Third  Quarter  Fourth  Quarter 

163  94  212  334 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  boats  visiting 
the  City  during  the  second  half  of  1962,  resulting  in  the  greatest  number 
of  boats  inspected  since  1957. 

The  803  boats  inspected  were  registered  for  the  accommodation  of 
2,284  persons,  and  when  inspected  were  found  to  be  carrying  510  men, 
481  women  and  410  children,  a total  of  1,401  - representing  in  terms  of 
adults  1,196. 

It  was  found  that  all  but  two  boats  were  in  good  condition  and  con- 
forming with  the  Act  and  Regulations.  Two  complaint  notes  were  issued 
during  1962,  and  three  brought  forward  from  1961.  Two  complaint  notes 
were  complied  with  during  the  year,  leaving  an  outstanding  balance  of 
three.  It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  Court 
proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Canal  Boat 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  during  the  year  1962. 

The  number  of  boats  registered  in  Birmingham  is  99;  58  being  motor 
boats  and  41  ordinary  boats. 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Complaints 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation 
in  1950  and  in  that  year  the  number  of  complaints  received  was  4,843. 
In  the  year  under  review  there  were  8,667  complaints  representing 
approximately  a 79  per  cent,  increase  over  1950. 

1950  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

4,843  7,235  7,351  7,971  8,336  9,684  8,667 

With  the  inception  of  the  Act,  a general  increase  in  the  level  of 
complaints  was  to  be  expected,  and  provision  was  made  for  the  requisite 
staff  increase  to  deal  with  the  problem.  Over  the  years  the  authorised 
staff  level  has  proved  to  be  adequate  with  the  exception  of  the  senior 
officers,  where  a vacancy  for  an  Assistant  Rodent  Officer  still  exists. 
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Each  complaint  is  investigated  and  detailed  inspections  are  carried 
out,  not  only  of  the  affected  premises,  but  including  the  adjoining  premises, 
particularly  where  the  complaint  refers  to  “rats  in  the  garden.”  It  is 
common  to  find  rats  living  beneath  a shed,  in  a hedge  or  rockery  in  one 
garden,  and  feeding  in  the  adjoining  garden  on  bread  and  food  scraps 
put  out  for  the  birds.  During  the  winter  months,  particularly  when  the 
weather  is  severe,  the  public  are  encouraged  to  feed  the  birds.  Carried  out 
sensibly,  this  practice  would  not  encourage  rats  but  unfortunately  the 
reverse  is  the  facf  and  vast  quantities  of  so  called  “bird  food”  are  put  out 
da}’  after  day. 

Inspections 

The  comparative  figures  for  inspection  carried  out  by  the  Section  in 
the  years  1961  and  1962  are  as  follows: — 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Total 

1961 

Original  visits  ... 

11,849 

2,595  I 

19,277 

Re-visits 

2,982 

1,851  / 

1962 

Original  visits  ... 

10,079 

1,929  \ 

16,984 

Re-visits 

3,149 

1,827  J 

Very  few  “major” 

infestations  have  been 

encountered 

during  the 

year.  They  are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  nowadays. 

One  such  infestation,  however,  affected  four  houses,  a cafe,  and  a 
fish  and  chip  saloon  together  with  the  common  yard,  toilets  and  wash-house, 
and  produced  a kill  of  over  sixty  rats.  The  subsequent  rat-proofing 
measures  involved  the  reconstruction  of  the  drainage  system  of  the  four 
toilets  and  the  demolition  of  the  dilapidated  wash-house,  including  the 
removal  of  a large  amount  of  refuse  from  the  ash-place. 

A fairly  heavy  infestation  was  encountered  on  the  Salvage  Depart- 
ment tip  in  Pithall  Road  on  the  lower  portions  of  the  controlled  face  and 
more  particularly  in  the  marshy  land  beneath  flood  level  of  the  River  Cole. 
Treatments  were  successful  in  reducing  the  infestation  but  a close  watch 
must  be  kept  on  this  and  similar  tips.  No  evidence  of  rats  has  been  found 
during  the  year  at  Stechford  Road  Tip.  In  regard  to  the  disused  tip  at 
Castle  Bromwich  the  treatments  carried  out  during  1961  seemed  completely 
to  have  cleared  the  infestation  from  the  tip  and  its  immediate  surround- 
ings. 

Sewer  Treatments 

The  sewers  of  any  large  town  support  quite  a substantial  rat  popula- 
tion, and  Birmingham  is  no  exception.  The  sewer  system  in  this  City, 
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comprising  some  1,600  miles,  is  the  largest  in  the  country  within  a single 
local  authority  area  and  the  known  infested  lengths  of  the  sewers  have 
been  regularly  baited  and  poisoned  for  many  years.  These  treatments 
have  succeeded  in  clearing  rats  from  some  lengths,  and  considerably 
reducing  their  numbers  in  the  remaining  lengths.  However,  it  is  very 
important  to  remember  that  “no  takes”  of  bait  at  a particular  manhole 
does  not  indicate  that  there  are  no  rats  at  all  in  that  sewer  length.  The 
length  of  the  sewer  between  any  two  manholes  can,  and  very  frequently 
does,  support  what  has  been  termed  an  “inter  manhole”  rat  population, 
whose  radius  of  activity  does  not  necessarily  extend  to  the  adjoining 
manholes.  It  is  these  inter  manhole  populations  that  give  rise  to  so  many 
surface  infestations,  whose  origin  is  from  a defective  drain. 

Under  certain  circumstances  a sewer  can  become  rat  infested  from 
the  surface,  but  this  is  thought  to  be  fairly  rare  except  in  the  case  of 
storm  sewers  around  the  point  of  discharge.  The  work  of  baiting  and  poison- 
ing the  sewers  is  now  a very  routine  matter  and  is  carried  out  by  two 
squads  of  men.  Its  continuance  does,  to  a large  degree,  keep  the  rat 
population  in  the  vicinity  of  the  manholes  down  to  a minimum. 

The  extensive  demolitions,  re-routing  of  sewers,  increase  of  traffic, 
traffic  diversions,  etc.,  have  all  added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of 
sewer  baiting. 


SEWER  TREATMENTS 


Quantity  of  Bait  Taken 

Complete 

Good 

Small 

Totals 

No  “takes” 

Initial  treatment  1944 

246 

2,227 

2,368 

4,841 

4,734 

30th  Maintenance  treat- 
ment, 1962. 

128 

389 

517 

6,253 

These  figures  illustrate  the  tremendous  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  bait  taken  by  rats  at  the  manholes  over  the  years,  and  is  some  measure 
of  the  substantial  reduction  in  the  rat  population  which  has  taken  place. 

The  extensive  demolitions  taking  place  in  the  City  add  to  the  complica- 
tions of  controlling  the  sewer  rats,  for  each  building  demolished  leaves 
potentially  a ready-made  egress  from  the  sewer  via  the  old  drainage 
systems  of  the  demolished  properties. 

Every  type  and  class  of  building  is  liable  to  become  rat  infested  and 
these  range  from  the  small  slum  house  and  council  house,  both  pre  and 
post  war,  to  the  new  multi-storey  flats  and  office  blocks,  etc.,  in  the  city 
centre  redevelopment  areas.  All  have  been  encountered  and  dealt  with 
by  the  Section  during  the  year,  and  wherever  possible  rat-proofing 
measures  have  been  instituted  to  prevent  re-infestation. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  diversity  of  premises  which  have 
been  dealt  with  during  1962: — 


Treatments  for 


Inspections  Re-inspections 

Rats 

Mice 

Domestic  and  bombed  sites  ...  10,079 

3,149 

5,329 

1,161 

Corporation  Properties  : 

Schools 

152 

96 

132 

88 

Civic  restaurants  and  bake- 

houses ... 

5 

5 

7 

6 

Corporation  tips  ... 

9 

33 

10 

— 

Allotments,  parks,  etc.  ... 

41 

60 

30 

1 

Welfare  centres  and  nurseries 

27 

19 

20 

13 

Destructors 

1 

150 

2 

1 

Offices,  stores,  depots,  etc. 

37 

49 

37 

25 

Industrial : 

Private  schools 

23 

48 

32 

5 

Private  tips 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals,  nursing  homes,  etc. 

28 

105 

52 

25 

Cafes,  restaurants  and  hotels 

89 

94 

100 

41 

Other  food  premises 

586 

501 

382 

163 

Cinemas  and  theatres 

9 

32 

2 

16 

Canal  and  railway  banks 

8 

40 

1 

— 

Non-food  shops  ... 

198 

101 

82 

31 

Non-food  factories,  offices. 

etc. 

714 

489 

567 

235 

Farms,  piggeries,  etc. 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Other  visits 

654 

Night  visits 

131 

Smoke  tests 

225 

These  visits  resulted  in  formal  action  in  the  following  cases: 

Notices  served  for  proofing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Notices  served  for  treatment ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Notices  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


All  domestic  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  are  treated  free  of  cost  to 
the  occupiers  in  accordance  with  the  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  adopted  by  the  City  Council.  Treatments  to 
business  premises  are  charged  for. 
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The  service  in^ituted  for  the  regular  inspection  and  treatment  of  all 
types  of  business  premises  has  continued  and  is  working  extremely  well. 
Premises  taken  over  from  private  contractors  and  found  to  be  heavily 
infested  have  had  their  rat  population  reduced  to  an  absolute  minimum. 
At  all  such  premises  any  rat  proofing  measures  which  are  considered 
necessary  are  very  quickly  carried  out  by  the  owners  or  the  occupiers  of 
the  premises.  It  has  been  necessary  on  a few  occasions  during  the  year, 
generally  during  the  holiday  periods,  to  ask  occupiers  of  houses  to  deal 
with  mouse  infestations  themselves.  The  use  of  “Warfarin”  types  of 
poison  was  advised  in  each  instance  and  in  the  main  it  was  used  success- 
fully. 

Rat  Proofing  of  Premises 

This  work  is  the  most  difficult  aspect  of  rodent  control  and  it  is  only 
wide  experience  that  provides  the  knowledge  necessary  for  this  very 
important  part  of  public  health  W'ork.  The  term  “rat  proofing”  covers  all 
aspects  of  w^ork  and  repairs,  and  rectifies  every  malpractice  known  in 
drainage  and  building  construction.  It  ranges  from  simple  drain  repairs 
to  extensive  and  expensive  works  of  drainage  reconstruction.  In  every 
instance  where  rat  proofing  measures  are  required  to  a property,  the  owmer 
or  agent  is  approached  by  telephone  or  personal  visit  and  the  required 
work  and  repairs  are  explained  to  him.  It  is  then  a common  occurrence 
for  the  work  to  be  commenced  wdthin  24  hours  without  the  service  of  a 
formal  notice,  and  during  the  year  hundreds  of  premises  of  all  t^q)es  wffiich 
were  rat-proofed  were  dealt  whth  in  this  manner. 

Formal  action  by  service  of  notice  under  Section  4 of  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  wffiich  provides  for  the  service  of  notice 
requiring  the  rat  proofing  of  premises,  was  only  necessary  in  fourteen 
instances  during  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  notices  w^ere  requested 
by  the  agents  managing  the  property  and  were  solely  for  the  information 
of  the  actual  owmers  concerned. 

Salvage  Department  Destructors 

This  Department  has  five  depots  for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  Three  of 
the  depots  contain  probably  the  heaviest  rat  infestations  in  the  City,  but 
even  these  infestations  are  more  or  less  confined  to  particular  spots,  such 
as  the  holding  hoppers  and  charging  decks.  The  new  depot  at  Lifford, 
how’ever,  has  shown  no  evidence  whatsoever  of  rats  inside  the  works 
during  the  year  although  there  is  some  slight  evidence  on  the  old  tips.  The 
old  w^orks  at  this  depot  have  been  demolished  during  the  year,  and  the 
W'ork  which  the  Section  carried  out  last  winter  prior  to  demolition  has 
proved  to  be  very  effective.  Continuous  poison  treatments  were  carried 
out  over  several  months  during  1961/1962,  and  night  inspections  of  the 
entire  works  showed  no  evidence  of  rats  up  to  the  time  of  demolition  of 
the  old  w’orks. 
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At  the  Brookvale  destructor,  the  rat  infestation  is  very  small  and 
scattered,  the  alterations  carried  out  to  the  structure  of  the  charging  decks 
being  largely  responsible  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

The  Section  works  in  very  close  collaboration  with  the  Salvage 
Department,  and  any  sudden  upsurge  in  the  rat  population  at  any  depot 
is  very  quickly  dealt  with  by  poison  treatments,  usually  carried  out  over 
weekends  or  holiday  periods.  It  is  only  at  these  times  that  it  is  possible 
to  deal  with  the  depots  with  any  degree  of  efficiency  and  to  produce  the 
highest  kill. 

Night  inspections  are  regularly  carried  out  at  all  the  depots,  and  in 
particular  those  at  Montague  Street  and  Tyseley,  treatments  at  which 
were  carried  out  as  follows: — 

Montague  Street  Week-end  May  26th  Decks  1 and  3,  etc. 

Tyseley  Week-end  June  9th  Whole  works. 

Disused  Drains 

Now  that  local  authorities  possess  some  powers  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1961,  to  deal  with  the  drains  of  premises  demolished  for  site 
redevelopment,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  fully  implemented. 

In  this  respect,  the  Demolition  Section  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment continues  to  make  very  serious  efforts  to  remove  the  old  drains  from 
such  sites,  and  they  are  to  be  commended.  The  purchase  of  a mechanical 
digger  has  greatly  speeded  up  the  work  of  removal.  When  a developer 
applies  for  permission  for  the  demolition  and  redevelopment  of  a particular 
site  the  requirements  of  Section  29  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  will 
be  brought  to  his  attention  and  enforced,  if  necessary. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  more  infestations  will  arise  from  the  disused 
drains  of  bombed  sites  and  sites  cleared  before  the  passing  of  the  above 
Act,  as  Section  29  gives  power  to  local  authorities  to  deal  only  with 
demolitions  commenced  after  the  Act  came  into  force. 

Staff 

Staff  difficulties  have  arisen  during  the  year  from  sickness,  resignation 
and  retirement.  Four  operatives  resigned  and  two  retired.  While  five 
replacements  were  obtained,  the  time  lag  in  obtaining  them  did  cause 
considerable  difficulty.  In  addition,  two  of  the  clerical  staff  resigned  and 
once  again  the  time  lag  in  obtaining  suitable  replacements  was  consider- 
able. 


At  31st  December,  1962,  the  staff  totalled  thirty-six  as  follows: — 

Senior  Officers  3,  Clerks  4,  Inspectors  7,  Foremen  (surface  and  sewer)  2, 
Stireman  1,  Operatives  - Surface  13,  Sewer  6. 
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The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

At  the  end  of  1962  five  premises  were  licensed  under  the  above  Act, 
all  for  the  storage  of  rag  flock.  The  figure  of  fifty-six  registered  premises 
remains  unchanged  from  1961.  Regular  routine  sampling  is  carried  out  of 
materials  which  are  stored  or  used  on  registered  or  licensed  premises  and 
to  which  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  1961, 
apply. 

Forty  samples  in  all  were  taken  in  1962  and  satisfactory  reports  were 
received  from  all  but  three. 


Rag  flock  ...  17 

Washed  flock  ...  1 

Cotton  felt...  ...  7 

Cotton  millpuff  ...  — 

Woollen  felt  ...  2 


Woollen  flock  ...  — 

Jute  ...  ...  3 

Synthetic  fibres  ...  — 

Hair 2 

Feathers  or  down  ...  — 


Kapok  ...  ...  — 

Coir  fibre  ...  ...  3 

Algerian  fibres  ...  5 

Fibre  (not  classified)  — 

Sisal  pads  ...  ...  — 


One  informal  sample  of  cotton  felt  proved  unsatisfactory,  the  trash 
content  and  dust  index  being  too  high.  Subsequently,  a formal  sample 
taken  and  tested  failed  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  Regulation 
No.  1389,  1961.  The  firm  were  advised  to  remove  existing  stocks  of  this 
material  from  their  premises.  Later  in  the  year  an  informal  sample  taken 
from  new  stock  proved  satisfactory. 

A sample  of  filling  material  described  as  white  wadding  was  tested  as 
cotton  felt.  It  showed  a trash  content  of  8-7  per  cent,  compared  with  a 
trash  content  permitted  by  the  Regulations  of  7*5  per  cent.  It  was  also 
noted  to  contain  a quantity  of  spun  material  together  with  approximately 
0*6  per  cent,  of  small  pieces  of  leather  cloth.  In  view  of  this  it  was  realised 
that  the  material  could  be  classed  as  rag  flock  and  accordingly  a further 
sample  was  taken.  Again  the  trash  content  was  high,  being  8*6  per  cent., 
and  when  tested  as  rag  flock,  the  soluble  extracted  matter  was  4T  per  cent., 
chlorine  71  parts  per  100,000  and  the  oil  and  soap  2-9  per  cent.,  compared 
with  a maximum  permitted  by  the  Regulations  of  1-8  per  cent,  soluble 
extracted  matter  and  30  parts  per  100,000  of  chlorine;  the  oil  and  soap 
content  was  satisfactory.  In  this  case  also,  the  firm  was  advised  to  remove 
existing  stock  of  this  material  from  their  premises  and  an  informal  sample 
taken  from  new  stock  at  a later  date  proved  satisfactory.  Of  the  fifty- 
seven  samples  taken  in  1961  all  but  two  were  satisfactory. 
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Unsatisfactory  samples  taken,  expressed  as  a percentage  of  all 
samples  taken  for  the  year,  were  as  follows: — 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 
16-3%  6-5%  6-2%  12-6%  2-0%  7-0%  Nil  1-3%  Nil  3-5%  7-5% 

Supervision  of  Shops 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  four  whole-time  Shops  Act  Inspec- 
tors were  available  to  carry  out  the  general  routine  inspections  and  the 
various  other  duties  relating  to  the  retail  distributive  trade  as  prescribed 
by  the  provisons  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  duties  include: — 

General  Inspections  - Periodical  inspection  and  the  recording  of  all 
the  necessary  particulars  of  all  retail  shops,  certain  wholesale 
establishments  and  warehouses. 

Conditions  of  Employment,  Assistants  - The  regular  examination  of 
the  prescribed  records  relating  to  statutory  weekly  half-holidays, 
hours  of  employment  on  Sundays  and  compensatory  time  off  in 
lieu  of  Sunday  employment.  The  checking  of  regulated  hours  of 
employment  of  young  persons  employed  in  retail  shops,  cinemas 
and  other  places  of  entertainment  and  in  the  catering  trade. 
Visits  to  ensure  that  the  correct  intervals  of  meals  are  allowed 
to  all  shop  assistants. 

Staff  Accommodation  - Inspections  to  ascertain  that  a suitable 
standard  is  provided  and  maintained  regarding  sanitary  accom- 
modation and  washing  facilities  made  available  for  use  by  the 
staff;  that  a reasonable  standard  of  heating,  lighting  and  ventila- 
tion is  maintained  at  all  times  where  staff  are  employed;  to 
ensure  that  l eating  is  made  available  for  female  staff  and  that 
suitable  facilities  are  available  for  the  taking  of  meals  on  the 
premises. 

Early  Closing  Day  and  Night  Closing  Regulations  - Regular  routine 
patrols  are  made  to  ascertain  that  the  regulations  regarding 
compulsory  half-day  closing  and  general  night  closing  hours 
are  complied  with  by  shopkeepers. 

Sunday  Trading  - Regular  routine  patrols  are  made  enforcing  the 
limitations  of  Sunday  trading  exemptions;  the  special  provisions 
for  Jewish  traders  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  (Rednal)  Sunday 
Trading  Order,  1939. 
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The  work  of  the  Shops  Act  Inspectors  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1962,  is  summarised  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Visits  13.015 

Re-visits  2,095 

15,110 


SPECIAL  VISITS 

Half-day  closing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,978 

Night  closing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Sunday  trading  (day)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,570 

Sunday  trading  (night)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Appointments,  etc ...  ...  ...  672 

Complaints  and  Inquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

J e wish  traders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


10,652 


STREETS  PATROLLED 

7,163 

202 

1,122 


SHOPS  ACT  FORMS 

PROVIDED 

8,487 

Early  closing  day 

331 

Assistants’  half -holiday 

... 

202 

Young  persons’  hours  of  employment 

132 

Exemption  (week  da3^s) 

114 

Exemption  (Sundays) 



290 

1,069 

STAFF  ACCOMMODATION  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

W.C.  and  washing  facilities  ... 

93 

Heating,  lighting  and  ventilation 

14 

Facilities  for  meals 

23 

OFFENCES  REPORTED 

FOR  ACTION 

130 

Half-day  closing  ; 

Sales  after  closing  time  ... 

6 

Night  closing  : 

Sales  after  closing  time  ... 

5 

Sunday  trading  : 

Illegal  sales 

62 

Warning  letters  issued  in  respect  of  the  above  mentioned  offences  73 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 


Half-day  closing 
Night  closing  .. 
Sunday  trading 
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City  Centre  Exemption  Order 


The  Bimiingham  Chamber  of  Trade  applied  to  the  City  Council  for 
an  exemption  order  under  Section  1 (4)  Shops  Act,  1950,  which  relates  to 
the  closing  of  shops  on  the  weekly  half-holiday.  To  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  a vote  had  to  be  taken. 

Having  completed  the  survey  of  all  shops  within  the  area  bounded  by 
the  proposed  Inner  Ring  Road,  1,312  votes  were  allocated  to  five  hundred 
and  thirteen  shops.  The  Town  Clerk  issued  voting  papers  to  these  traders 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  a majority  were  in  favour  of  exemption 
from  the  statutory  early  closing  day.  The  Shops  Inspectors  assisted  the 
Town  Clerk’s  Department  in  counting  the  completed  voting  papers  and  it 
was  found  that  a majority  were  in  favour  of  exemption  in  all  trades 
within  the  area.  On  23rd  March,  The  City  of  Birmingham  Shops  Weekly 
Half  Holiday  Exemption  Order,  1962,  was  made  by  the  City  Council  and 
the  Order  came  into  operation  on  1st  June.  By  the  end  of  the  year  most 
traders  in  the  area  were  operating  a six  day  trading  week  with  a five  day 
or  five  and  a half  da}^  working  weeks  for  staffs.  Rota  schemes  were  devised 
in  order  that  staffs  should  be  acquainted,  in  advance,  with  the  statutory 
weekly  holidays  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  by  this  Section 
of  any  breakdo\Mi  in  these  arrangements. 


Disinfestation  and  Disinfection 

The  Disinfecting  and  Cleansing  Station  is  operated  under  the  super- 
vision of  a Depot  Superintendent,  who  reports  daily  to  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector.  The  station  is  situated  in  Bacchus  Road,  Winson  Green, 
and  occupies  a fairly  central  position  in  Birmingham. 

The  public  health  inspectors  promptly  investigate  all  complaints  of 
infestation  by  bugs,  fleas,  flies,  cockroaches,  blackbeetles,  crickets,  ants, 
etc.,  received  by  the  Department  from  the  occupiers  of  domestic  and 
business  premises.  After  investigation,  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
treatment  are  made  with  the  Depot  Superintendent. 

During  the  year,  1,191  houses  received  such  treatment  as  compared 
with  1,414  in  1961,  representing  a decrease  of  two  hundred  and  tw^enty- 
three  treatments  or  14-4  per  cent,  over  the  year.  These  figures  continue  to 
support  the  view  that  there  is  a stead}^  downward  trend  in  this  type  of 
work,  due,  in  a large  measure,  to  the  extensive  use  of  modem  insecticides. 
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Additional  work  is  also  carried  out  in  business  premises  and  such 
treatments  include  hospitals,  licensed  houses  and  restaurants,  multiple 
stores,  schools,  factories  and  public  baths.  Steam  flies  and  cockroaches 
continue  to  be  the  main  source  of  infestation  in  kitchens  and  food  prepara- 
tion rooms.  The  number  of  treatments  effected  in  premises,  as  above, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen  for  the  year,  and  appropriate 
accounts  were  rendered  by  the  Department  based  solely  on  the  cost  of 
labour  and  materials  used.  No  charges  were  made  in  respect  of  domestic 
premises. 

Services  to  the  Tuberculous 

The  depot  staff  undertake  the  delivery  and  collection  of  complete 
bedding  units  for  tuberculous  patients.  Arrangements  for  this  work  are 
made  direct  with  the  Chest  Clinic  and  sixty-one  deliveries  were  effected 
during  the  year.  Collection  of  units  from  houses  for  disinfection  prior 
to  re-issue  amounted  to  eighty-three.  In  addition,  thirty-three  houses 
were  disinfected  following  the  removal  of  patients  to  sanatoria  or  into 
new  housing  accommodation. 

Disinfection 

The  Department  continued  to  assist  certain  aged  persons  who  were 
incapable  of  maintaining  a reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  in  their 
homes.  This  service  is  given  free  of  charge  and  comprises  the  essential 
cleansing  of  their  accommodation  including  the  removal  of  refuse.  During 
the  year,  nine  such  houses  were  cleansed  and  sixty-nine  beds,  together 
with  bedding,  were  removed  for  destruction. 

The  steam  disinfection  plant  was  again  kept  in  constant  use  mainly 
for  the  disinfection  of  large  quantities  of  hospital  bedding  and  blankets. 
Similar  work  was  also  carried  out  for  the  Birmingham  Workshops  for  the 
Blind,  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  and  the  Fire  and  Ambulance 
Service.  Accounts,  where  applicable,  were  rendered  to  the  appropriate 
authorities,  the  charges  being  based  on  the  rate  of  15s.  Od.  per  “stove”, 
which  represents  one  complete  operation  of  a steam  disinfector.  The  above 
work  amounted  to  1 ,533  complete  stoves  for  the  year,  as  compared  with 
1,223  for  1961,  representing  an  increase  of  25-4  per  cent. 

Clinic  Treatments 

Separate  bathing  facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  scabies  patients  and 
verminous  persons  are  provided  in  the  clinic  at  the  Cleansing  Station. 
A day  and  evening  service  is  operated,  the  clinic  remaining  open  until 
8 p.m.  during  the  week,  except  Saturday,  when  it  closes  at  5 p.m.  No 
treatments  are  provided  on  Sunday. 
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Details  of  treatments  carried  out  in  1962  are  as  follows: — 


Bacchus  Road  Clinic  {men) 

Scabies 

Body  Lice 

Pubic  Lice 

Men 

... 

267 

226 

41 

Boys 

49 

— 

— 

Second  treatments 

8 

— 

— 

Total 

324 

226 

41 

Bacchus  Road  Clinic  (women) 

Scabies 

Body  Lice 

Pubic  Lice 

Head  Lice 

Women 

224 

5 

13 

32 

Girls 

152\ 

1 

55 

Boys 

136/ 

Second  treatments 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Third  treatment 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

565 

6 

13 

87 

Children  referred  to  in  the  above  figures  were  treated  at  the  same  time 
as  their  mothers. 

Bathing  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

This  service  was  again  extensively  used  throughout  the  year.  The 
Department  continued  to  collect  these  aged  folk  and  return  them  to  their 
homes  in  Corporation  transport  under  the  care  of  a health  visitor.  Nine 
hundred  and  thirty-one  baths  were  provided  for  women  and  five  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  for  men,  making  a total  of  1,498,  which  indicates  the 
invaluable  assistance  this  service  renders  to  the  aged. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  information  which  follows  on  the  sewerage  works  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Works  Department  during  1962  has  been  kindly  provided  by 
the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Sir  Herbert  Manzoni. 

Redevelopment  Areas 

To  keep  pace  with  the  continued  development  of  the  Inner  Ring 
Road  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  in  the  Bull  Street,  Bartholomew 
Row  and  Hinckley  Street  areas.  This  work  has  to  be  done  prior  to  the  main 
contracts,  often  in  heading  and  under  difficult  traffic  conditions.  A start 
has  been  made  on  a major  surface  water  outfall  to  serve  the  Bath  Row  and 
Highgate  Redevelopment  Areas  and  the  Calthorpe  Estate  by  constructing 
a large  culvert  alongside  the  Middle  Ring  Road  between  Bristol  Street 
and  Pershore  Road. 

Housing  Estates  in  Outer  Areas 

Due  to  the  lack  of  large  areas  of  vacant  land  available  for  building 
in  the  outer  areas  of  the  City,  the  general  pattern  of  estate  development 
has  been  that  of  “infilling”  and  the  construction  of  culs-de-sac  and  small 
estates.  The  following  Corporation  housing  estates  have  been  sewered 
during  the  year,  a high  proportion  of  this  work  being  done  by  direct 
labour. 

Gilbertstone,  Hillmount,  Fox  Hollies,  Swanshurst,  Leycroft  Avenue, 

Old  Bromford  Lane,  Woodcock  Hill,  Edgewood  Road  and  Redditch 

Road. 

The  Valley  Farm  Estate,  which  lies  outside  the  City,  has  also  been 
sewered. 

In  addition,  the  major  portion  of  the  Garretts  Green  Industrial 
Estate,  which  provides  an  industrial  site  for  firms  displaced  from  the 
inner  areas  of  the  City,  has  been  sewered.  The  BournviUe  Village  Trust 
and  Calthorpe  Estates,  together  with  other  private  developers,  have  also 
carried  out  sewerage  work  on  sites  under  their  control. 

General 

Durtfi^^  fhe  year  several  schemes  to  relieve  both  foul  and  surface 
water  flooding  have  been  started  or  completed,  and  there  have  been  several 
reconstructions  of  trunk  sewers  to  allow  major  building  projects  to 
proceed. 

The  Speedwell  Road  Relief  Sewer  has  been  completed  to  relieve 
flooding  in  the  Hay  Mills  area  and  a start  has  been  made  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Westley  Brook  in  the  Sheldon  Area. 
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The  Birmingham-Dudley  canal  between  Bames  Hill  and  Harborne 
Lane  has  been  filled  in  and  drainage  provided  to  deal  with  the  surface 
run-off.  The  filling  in  of  this  length  of  derelict  canal  should  stop  all  com- 
plaints of  noxious  odours  which  were  alleged  to  arise  from  the  stagnant 
water. 

The  control  of  trade  effluent  discharged  from  industrial  premises  to 
the  public  sewers  has  continued  and  a further  fifty  firms  have  been  brought 
within  the  Corporation’s  scheme  of  charges  and  conditions.  This  brings 
the  total  number  of  firms  within  the  scheme  up  to  1,550.  The  work  has 
involved  7,677  visits  to  factories  and  the  taking  of  4,996  effluent  samples 
for  analysis. 

In  addition  to  the  above  constructional  and  control  works  approx- 
imately 6,000  building  plans  were  examined  for  compliance  with  the 
drainage  requirements  of  the  Building  Byelaws. 

During  the  year  12*05  miles  of  foul  and  surface  water  sewers  and 
brook  course  improvements  have  been  constructed  by  the  Corporation 
within  the  city  boundary  and  in  addition  2*50  miles  have  been  laid  by 
private  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  length  of  public  sewers  in  the  City 
amounted  to  1,666*49  miles,  of  which  1,084*50  miles  were  foul  water 
sewers  and  581*99  miles  were  surface  water  sewers  and  culverts,  a nett 
increase  of  12*02  miles  after  allowing  for  old  sewers  which  have  been 
abandoned  or  demolished. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection,  utilisation  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Salvage  Department  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Barton,  General  Manager 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information.  The  Department  also 
undertakes  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  privy  pans  and  the  collection 
and  treatment  of  condemned  meat,  offal,  vegetable  and  other  waste  from 
the  City  Markets  and  Abattoir.  Assistance  is  given  to  traders  and  in- 
dustrial concerns  by  providing  a service  of  collection  and  disposal  of  trade 
refuse  on  payment  of  appropriate  charges. 

Approximately  1,300  persons  are  employed  and  the  total  quantity  of 
materials  of  all  classes  dealt  with  by  the  Department  during  1962  was 
361,335  tons. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

In  April  1950,  the  Corporation  assumed  responsibility  for  providing 
dustbins  as  a rate-borne  service  and  51,132  receptacles  were  supplied 
during  the  year  under  review'  including  34,363  special  hinged  lid  bins 
for  use  with  the  dustless  refuse  collection  system. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  collection  of  refuse  in  Birmingham  entails  approximately 
17 J million  calls  being  made  annually  at  premises  throughout  the  City, 
for  which  a fleet  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  vehicles  is  operated  and 
maintained.  The  majority  of  these  are  either  petrol  or  diesel  engined, 
although  seventy-five  electrically  propelled  vehicles  remain  in  use  for 
work  where  the  daily  mileage  is  small. 

Birmingham  is  the  first  local  authority  to  develop  the  Continental 
dustless  refuse  collection  system  on  a large  scale  and  since  its  inauguration 
in  1959  it  had  been  extended  to  94,832  premises  by  the  end  of  1962, 
mainly  in  the  south  of  the  City.  This  represents  29  T 8 per  cent,  of  the 
potential  number  of  premises  to  be  dealt  with.  The  scheme  is  now  expand- 
ing in  the  northern  districts  of  the  City  and  it  is  envisaged  that  further 
development  during  the  next  two  years  will  be  mainly  in  the  area  extend- 
ing from  Handsworth  through  Erdington  to  Washwood  Heath  and  Shard 
End. 

The  expansion  continues  of  the  bulk  container  system  of  collection 
from  multi-storey  flats,  schools  and  large  industrial  and  office  blocks. 
This  method,  whereby  the  IJ  cubic  yard  capacity  bulk  storage  containers 
are  mechanically  emptied  into  specially  designed  vehicles,  ensures  an 
almost  entirely  dustless  collection  service,  and  10,400  premises  are  now 
served  by  this  system. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

The  sytem  of  refuse  disposal  used  in  Birmingham  is  that  of  separation 
and  incineration  with  a certain  amount  of  controlled  tipping  undertaken 
in  the  construction  of  land  reclamation  schemes,  playing  fields,  etc. 

The  new  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage  Works  at  Lifford  Lane,  Kings 
Norton,  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  is  absorbing  all  the  surplus 
refuse  arising  in  the  south  of  the  City  which  previously  had  to  be  sent  to 
controlled  tips.  There  still  remains  a serious  shortage  of  suitable  tipping 
sites  to  accommodate  the  surplus  refuse  that  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the 
remaining  four  works  of  the  Department  which  are  already  operating  to 
full  capacity,  but  it  is  now  possible  for  limited  quantities  of  refuse  to  be 
diverted  to  Lifford  Works. 

A further  new  works,  estimated  to  cost  £1,105,000  to  be  erected  at 
Castle  Bromwich,  will  be  capable  of  handling  350  tons  of  domestic  refuse 
in  a 16-hour  day,  and  until  this  is  in  operation,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
in  1967,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  abolish  the  controlled  tipping  of  house  and 
trade  refuse. 

The  City  Council  has  also  given  approval  to  a propQsal  for  rebuilding 
the  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage  Works  at  Brookvaje  Road,  Witton, 
which  was  originally  built  in  1924.  Although  certain  extensions  were  made 
in  1938,  the  works  is  now  obsolete  in  design  and  unsatisfactory  by  modern 
standards.  The  project  is  expected  to  commence  following  completion  of 
the  new  works  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  will  be  the  first  phase  of  a modern- 
isation programme  extending  over  many  years  in  connection  with  the  other 
works  of  the  Department  at  Rotton  Park  Street,  Montague  Street  and 
James  Road,  Tyseley. 

Labour 

The  labour  situation  during  the  year  could  be  considered  as  satis- 
factory in  that  it  was  generally  possible  to  maintain  the  establishment  of 
the  manual  employees,  but  whilst  the  standard  of  labour  available  showed 
some  improvement  over  previous  years,  the  number  of  men  leaving 
during  the  period  was  six  hundred  and  forty-one,  of  whom  two  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  left  within  one  month  of  commencing  employment. 
This  situation,  together  with  the  high  rate  of  sickness  absenteeism  during 
the  winter  months,  created  a considerable  problem  for  the  Department  in 
maintaining  a smooth  running  and  efficient  service. 

I Salvage  and  By-products 

As  in  previous  years,  the  recovery  from  refuse  of  saleable  items 
received  special  attention.  There  was  little  variation  in  the  market  for 
such  materials  as  paper,  fibreboard,  textiles,  ferrous  and  non-ferrous 
I metals,  bottles,  glass  etc.  the  value  of  which  added  appreciably  to  the 


I 


261 


income  of  the  Department.  The  service  of  collection  of  condemned  meat, 
offal  and  other  refuse  from  the  City  Markets  and  Abattoir  was  maintained 
and  treatment  in  the  Organic  Plant  at  Montague  Street  Works  produced 
1,075  tons  of  fertilisers,  animal  feeding  stuff,  and  fat. 

An  intensified  advertising  campaign  and  the  presence  of  the 
Department’s  stand  at  various  shows  and  exhibitions  had  a stimulating 
effect  on  the  sales  of  fertilisers  one  of  which,  the  ever  popular  “Veg-U-Mus”, 
was  again  in  great  demand  by  members  of  Allotment  Associations  and 
gardeners  in  general. 

Cesspools  and  Pans 

During  the  period  under  review  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cess- 
pools serving  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  premises  were  regularly 
emptied  by  the  Salvage  Department.  Five  were  abolished  but  three  new 
ones  included.  In  the  outlying  areas  of  the  City  eighty-five  sanitary  pans 
also  received  regular  attention. 

Expenditure  and  Income 

The  gross  expenditure  of  the  Salvage  Department  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £1,814,144  and  in  the  same  period  the  income  from  all 
sources  was  £256,585. 
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THE  CITY’S  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  General  Manager  and  Secretary  of  the  Water  Department, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Fordham,  has  kindly  prepared  the  following  information. 

Headworks 

Work  on  the  long  term  project  for  increasing  the  output  capacity  of 
the  filtration  plant  in  the  Elan  Valley  by  converting  each  of  fifteen  of  the 
original  slow  sand  filter  beds  into  two  rapid  gravity  type  filters  was  nearly 
completed.  One  further  unit  was  completed  and  taken  into  commission 
making  a total  of  fourteen  beds  so  dealt  with  since  the  work  commenced 
in  1951.  The  conversion  of  the  remaining  bed  was  practically  completed. 

Frankley 

Of  the  fourth  instalment  of  new  rapid  gravity  filters,  three  were 
ready  for  use  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  remainder  will  be  completed 
in  the  Spring  of  1963. 

Area  of  Supply 

The  24  in.  diameter  concrete  lined  steel  main  from  Parsons  Hill  to 
Yardley  Wood  Road  was  commissioned  in  the  Summer,  thereby  improving 
the  supply  to  Aspley  Heath,  Bentley  Heath  and  Shirley  Street  areas. 

The  laying  of  a 12  in.  diameter  cast  iron  main  to  provide  a standby 
supply  to  the  Lurgi  gas  plant  at  Coleshill  was  commenced  in  May  and  was 
substantially  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mainlaying  to  cater  for  new  housing  sites,  development  in  the  City 
centre  and  the  replacement  of  old  corroded  service  mains  with  new  concrete 
lined  mains  continued.  Multi-storey  blocks  of  flats  constructed  by  the 
Corporation  were  provided  with  supplies  either  by  laying  a main  to  provide 
water  from  a high  pressure  zone  where  the  existing  mains  pressure  was 
insufficient  to  reach  the  top  of  the  building,  or  by  the  installation  of 
booster  pumps  within  the  building. 

New  mains  were  laid  in  conjunction  with  the  construction  of  the 
underpass  at  Six  Ways,  Aston. 

Sections  of  24  in.  diameter  concrete  lined  steel  main  and  18  in. 
diameter  concrete  lined  cast  iron  main  were  laid  in  connection  with  the 
Inner  Ring  Road  Scheme. 

Numerous  complaints  of  poor  supply  were  investigated.  Some  of  these 
were  due  to  the  loss  in  carrying  capacity  of  old  unlined  mains,  and  in 
these  cases  the  main  was  relaid  with  new  concrete  lined  pipes.  Most  of  the 
complaints  however  were  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  consumers’  service 
pipe  to  provide  a satisfactory  supply  for  the  number  of  properties  served 
by  it.  Two  particularly  bad  instances  of  this  were  discovered  - in  one  case 
twenty-four  houses  were  supplied  from  one  J in.  diameter  service  pipe, 
and  in  the  other,  i\ineteen  properties  were  supplied  from  a J in.  service. 
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Reconstruction  of  the  Hagley  Road  service  reservoir  continued  and 
was  70  per  cent,  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Local  Works  - Whitacre 

Abundant  algal  growths  again  occurred  in  Shustoke  Reservoir  during 
the  Summer.  The  supply  was  treated,  before  rapid  gravity  filtration,  with 
aluminium  sulphate  at  a rate  of  up  to  30  p.p.m.  from  a temporary  feeder 
during  the  months  of  June  to  November.  A permanent  installation  with 
adequate  storage  will  be  completed  by  the  Summer  of  1963. 

Raw  water  pumped  from  Whitacre  Reservoir  to  Shustoke  ReserV'oir 
as  required  was  treated  with  0-5  parts  per  million  of  copper  sulphate  in 
order  to  control  the  development  of  algae.  Pumping  took  place  for  an 
aggregate  of  six  months  during  the  year. 

General 

All  w^ater  distributed  was  chlorinated  generally  at  a rate  of  0*3  parts 
per  million  in  order  to  produce  a residual  concentration  of  OT  p.p.m.  in 
the  water  leaving  the  treatment  works. 

In  spite  of  efforts  to  discourage  them,  seagulls,  occasionally  in 
substantial  numbers,  made  their  usual  visitation  to  Bartley  Reservoir 
during  the  winter  period  of  1961  /62.  The  small  degree  of  contamination  of 
the  raw  water  associated  with  their  visits  was,  as  on  previous  occasions, 
effectively  dealt  with  by  filtration  and  chlorination. 

The  w^ater  distributed  in  the  City  area  was  entirely  the  soft  moorland 
water  of  the  Elan  Supply. 

At  all  times  water  supplies  were  satisfactory  in  quality  and  generally 
adequate  in  quantity  despite  the  fact  that  consumption  reached  un- 
precedented high  rates  during  the  rapid  thaw  in  January  1962,  following 
a severe  spell  of  frost. 

Because  of  the  continually  increasing  demand  for  water,  the  Welsh 
sources  of  supply  wall  have  to  be  augmented  in  the  very  near  future,  and  to 
this  end  the  Corporation  is  seeking  powers  to  abstract  water  from  the 
River  Severn  at  Bewdley. 

ROUTINE  SAMPLING  OF  CORPORATION  WATER 

The  City  Water  Department  carries  out  the  purification  of  water  at 
tw’O  w^orks;  at  Frankley  which  supplies  the  greater  Birmingham  area,  and 
at  Whitacre  (beyond  Coleshill)  which  supplies  water  to  the  Coventry 
Corporation  and  the  North  East  Warwickshire  Water  Board.  Bacteriolog- 
ical and  chemical  sampling  is  carried  out  continuously  throughout  the 
year  to  check  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment  at  the  works  in  producing 
pure  and  wholesome  water. 
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Bacteriological  Examination 

Elan  Valley  Supply 

Rapid  filtration  and  chlorination  of  the  raw  water  from  the  Elan 
Reservoirs  is  carried  out  continuously  before  it  enters  the  aqueduct. 
Samples  taken  at  Steventon  (half  way  along  it)  and  from  the  outlet,  when 
it  reaches  the  works  at  Frankley,  were  excellent  except  on  two  occasions 
when  slight  contamination  was  found.  Water  then  passes  into  the  two 
open  storage  reservoirs  of  Frankley  and  Bartley.  The  high  degree  of  purity 
of  the  Welsh  water  may  be  affected  by  the  storage  in  these  reservoirs 
due  principally  to  fouling  by  birds,  particularly  during  the  winter  months. 
To  deal  with  this  problem  when  there  is  a concentration  of  birds  it  is  usual 
for  the  water  drawai  from  Bartley  Reservoir  to  be  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  the  sand  filters.  After  storage  the  water  passes  onto  the  sand 
filters  of  which  there  are  two  types,  the  rapid  gravity  filters  and  the  slow 
sand  filters  working  in  parallel.  As  might  be  expected  the  slow  sand  filters 
produce  a water  of  high  bacteriological  purity.  The  rapid  sand  filters 
do  not  remove  bacterial  contamination  to  the  same  degree.  This,  however, 
is  effected  by  the  dosing  of  the  water  going  into  distribution  with  a small 
amount  of  chlorine.  In  order  that  no  further  contamination  may  occur 
in  the  treated  water  the  higher  levels  of  the  City  as  well  as  the  gravitational 
levels  are  served  by  covered  storage  reservoirs.  Samples  taken  from  the 
gravitational  mains  at  the  Works,  the  covered  storage  reservoirs  and  from 
domestic  taps  in  all  areas  of  the  City  showed  the  water  to  be  consistently 
of  a high  bacterial  purity. 

Whitacre  Supply 

The  sources  of  water  supply  to  the  Whitacre  Works  are  the  Rivers 
Bourne  and  Blythe.  Samples  taken  every  week  show  a high  degree  of 
pollution  of  the  raw  water.  Water  from  the  River  Bourne  enters  the  small 
Shustoke  Reservoir  and  then  flows  into  the  larger  Shustoke  Reservior, 
whilst  water  from  the  River  Blythe  entering  first  the  Whitacre  Reservoir 
is  pumped  after  a short  period  of  retention  into  the  large  Shustoke  Reser- 
voir where  it  mixes  with  the  River  Bourne  water.  Although  this  storage 
alone  improves  the  quality  of  the  water  considerably,  further  treatment  is 
required  at  the  works.  This  consists  initially  of  microstraining,  pre- 
chlorination, filtration,  post  chlorination  and  dechlorination  with  sulphur 
dioxide  gas.  Due,  however,  to  a large  increase  in  the  viable  count  of 
bacteria  in  samples  taken  from  the  works,  Monwode  Lea  and  Packington 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  additional  treatment  was  instituted  by 
the  installation  of  an  alum  dosing  plant.  This  produces  a coagulant  on  the 
surface  which  effects  the  removal  of  many  impurities  from  the  water. 
As  a result  a marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  water  was  noted  in 
subsequent  samples.  The  water  going  into  supply  is  sampled  twice 
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weekly,  at  the  works,  Monwode  Lea  and  Packington,  the  results  of  which 
are  comparable  to  that  of  the  Welsh  water  from  a bacteriological  point 
of  view.  This  is  a remarkable  achievement  in  the  purification  of  such 
highly  contaminated  river  water. 

Wells 

The  two  wells  at  Short  Heath  and  Longbridge  are  sampled  every 
fortnight  but  neither  has  been  pumping  into  distribution  during  the  year 
under  review.  The  samples  taken  from  Short  Heath  Well  showed  the  water 
to  be  consistently  almost  sterile,  whilst  on  several  occasions  samples  taken 
direct  from  the  well  at  Longbridge  showed  evidence  of  contamination 
possibly  by  subsoil  water  seepage.  After  chlorination,  however,  the  well 
water  was  excellent. 

Chemical  Examination 

The  number  of  samples  taken  from  certain  points  and  their  average 
chemical  composition  are  set  out  on  page  267. 

Due  to  the  great  purity  of  the  Welsh  water  whose  chemical  nature 
varies  little  from  year  to  year,  it  is  usual  to  sample  only  once  per  month 
from  the  works  at  Frankley.  Owing  to  the  acid  nature  of  the  water 
collected  in  the  catchment  area  of  the  Elan  Valley,  hydrated  lime  is  added 
in  small  quantities  (6  parts  per  million)  to  reduce  the  plumbo-solvency  of 
this  acid  water.  It  has  been  noticed  recently,  however,  that  this  quantity 
of  lime  has  proved  insufficient  and  so  it  has  been  proposed  to  increase  the 
lime  dosage  in  the  new  year  from  6 parts  per  million  to  7 parts  per  million. 

All  other  readings  were  well  within  normal  limits. 

The  catchment  area  for  the  Whitacre  works  contains  the  Rivers 
Bourne  and  Blythe  which  at  all  times  are  heavily  polluted  with  animal  and 
chemical  wastes.  During  periods  of  heavy  rain  this  contamination  is 
increased,  thus  giving  high  figures  for  turbidity,  albuminoid  content  and 
oxygen  consumed.  The  high  degree  of  chemical  stability  of  modern 
household  detergents  is  reflected  in  the  persistence  of  detergent  even  in 
the  fully  treated  water  although  these  figures  give  no  cause  for  concern. 
The  removal  of  algal  growths  was  considerably  assisted  by  alum  dosing  as 
has  been  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report. 

Radioactivity 

This  aspect  is  under  constant  review  - samples  of  water  for  estimation 
of  radioactivity  bein^  taken  every  two  weeks.  Following  a series  of 
explosions  of  nuclear  devices  by  the  Russian  and  American  Governments 
suspicion  was  aroused  that  “fall  out”  may  have  affected  water  from 
surface  sources  such  as  that  supplying  the  City.  Detailed  tests  were, 
therefore,  carried  out  and,  whilst  they  showed  a slight  rise  over  the  previous 
insignificart  levels,  this  gave  no  cause  for  alarm,  the  levels  having  reached 
but  a small  fraction  of  the  maximum  permissible  advised  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 
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AVERAGE  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Temp- 
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3.8 
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(1.8) 
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o 
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CO 
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o 

o 

o' 

o 

o_ 

Pi 
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(0.008-) 
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0.016 
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0.020 
(0.01 5-) 
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0.460 
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(0.11 2-) 
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(0.1 20-) 
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W 
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H 
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(0.000-) 
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Ph 

< 

Ph 
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40 
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1 
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a. 
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7.5 

(7.3-) 

(7.7) 
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I 

Description 

WELSH  WATER: 
Aqueduct  outlet 

After  storage  in  Bartley 
or  Frankley  Reservoirs 

After  filtration  and 
chlorination 

WELLS: 

Longbridge 

Short  Heath 
(Witton) 

WHITACRE: 

River  Blythe 

River  Bourne 

After  storage  in  Shustoke 
Reservoir 

After  filtration  and 
chlorination 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

C-I 

cs 

<N 

(N 

(N 

(N 
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FLUORIDATION  OF  THE  DRINKING  WATER 


Following  the  publication  of  the  report  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
relating  to  the  findings  of  the  Expert  Committee  on  the  fluoridation  of  the 
drinking  water  in  seleced  areas  in  the  country  over  a period  of  five  years, 
the  Health  Committee  recommended  to  the  City  Council  that  the  drinking 
water  of  the  City  be  treated  v/ith  fluoride  at  a level  of  one  part  per  million. 

Since  1954  the  Health  Committee  have  considered  the  advisability  of 
this  measure  to  reduce  the  alarming  incidence  of  dental  caries  in  young 
children  and  were  impressed  by  the  report  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Mission  following  their  visit  to  America  in  which  they  recorded  the 
considerable  reduction  in  dental  caries  attributable  to  the  fluoridation  of 
drinking  water. 

Since  then  the  Health  Committee  have  reviewed  this  matter  from  time 
to  time  but  decided  to  await  the  report  on  the  results  of  the  investigations 
referred  to  above.  On  receipt  of  this  they  recommended  to  the  City  Council 
that  in  fluoridation  they  had  a safe,  simple  and  effective  preventive 
measure  against  dental  caries  and,  in  view  of  the  considerable  incidence 
of  this  in  children,  the  Birmingham  drinking  water  should  be  fluoridated 
to  the  level  of  one  part  per  million.  This  was  accepted  and  the  City 
Council  has  notified  the  Minister  of  Health  of  its  intentions. 

PRIVATE  WELLS 

Industrial 

There  are  now  90  premises  within  the  City  which  are  known  to  use 
water  from  boreholes.  Their  total  is  made  up  as  follows: — ■ 

Number  of  Number  of 


premises 

boreholes 

Breweries  using  well  water  for  all  purposes 

8 

18 

Hotels  and  blocks  of  flats  using  well  water  for  all  purposes 

3 

3 

Hospital  using  well  water  ... 

1 

1 

Food  preparation  premises  using  well  water 

6 

10 

Industrial  premises  using  well  water  for  all  purposes  . . . 

15 

22 

Industrial  premises  using  well  water  for  industrial  pur- 
poses only 

57 

77 

— 

— 

90 

131 

- 
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During  1962,  41  bacteriological  samples  and  13  chemical  samples 
were  taken  from  various  premises.  The  reports  obtained  from  these 
samples  indicated  that  the  water  from  the  boreholes,  although  hard, 
was  in  a state  of  high  bacteriological  purity. 

Domestic 

There  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Cit}' 
which  have  to  rely  on  water  from  shallow  wells  for  their  drinking  supply. 

At  the  end  of  the  years  1958  to  1962,  the  number  of  dw^ellings  depend- 
ing on  shallow  wells  for  their  water  supply  was  as  follows; — 


Year  Number  of  Dwellings  Wells 

1958  9 7 

1959  8 6 

1960  6 5 

1961  6 5 

1962  6 5 


During  1962  there  were  five  bacteriological  samples  taken  for 
examination  and  the  reports  obtained  indicated  that  the  water  from  the 
shallow  wells  was  not  of  such  good  bacteriological  purity  as  borehole 
w^ater.  Where  there  is  evidence  of  contamination,  the  occupants  are 
advised  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking  it. 

DWELLINGS  WITHOUT  INTERNAL  WATER  SUPPLY 

Over  a considerable  period  of  years  it  has  been  reported  with  unfailing 
regularity  that  records  show  the  City  has  a relatively  large  number  of 
houses  lacking  an  internal  water  supply,  due  in  most  cases  to  the  occupants 
not  desiring  it.  There  is  no  obvious  reason  for  this  indifference  to  the  benefit 
of  an  internal  supply,  but  the  attitude  of  “being  used  to  going  outside 
for  water”,  is  probably  the  main  cause.  Such  an  attitude  is  almost  in- 
credible in  these  times,  nevertheless  it  has  always  existed  and  still  persists. 

Whereas  in  previous  years  it  has  been  a matter  of  dissapointment  to 
fail  to  bring  about  a substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  lacking 
an  internal  water  supply,  the  year  1962  was  an  exception  in  this  respect 
for  a substantial  reduction  was  achieved. 

At  the  end  of  1961  it  was  reported  that  the  total  number  of  dwellings 
without  internal  water  supply  was  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
At  the  close  of  1962  the  total  stood  at  four  hundred  and  twenty-one, 
reduction  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 
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HOUSES  WITHOUT  INTERNAL  WATER  SUPPLY 
(31st  December,  1962) 


Outside  Redevelopment  Areas: 

Included  in  declared  Clearance  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Life  did  not  justify  expense  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Supplied  by  wells  - usually  distant  from  a main  supply  ...  ...  6 

Space  limitation,  or  other  reasons,  made  provision  impracticable  ...  1 

Occupants  did  not  desire  an  internal  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  242 

Lack  of  drainage  made  provision  impracticable  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suitable  for  installation  and  notices  served  on  owners  ...  ...  31 

Within  Redevelopment  Areas: 

Occupants  refused  internal  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Total  421 


The  reduction  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  on  the  previous 


year’s  total  is  accounted  for  thus: — 

1.  Houses  void,  pending  demolition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

2.  Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

3.  Houses  converted  to  industrial  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

4.  Closing  Order  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Supplies  installed  following  service  of  Notice  ...  ...  ...  3 

6.  Supplies  installed  by  Corporation  in  confirmed  clearance  areas  ...  59 

7.  Supplies  installed  by  owners,  owner-occupiers  or  tenants  without 

service  of  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  262 

357 
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SAMPLING  OF  SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 


The  waters  at  all  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  are  examined  monthly, 
without  prior  notice,  for  bacteriological  content  and  chlorine  concentration. 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  samples  were  collected 
and  of  these  nineteen  failed  to  come  within  the  adopted  requirement  of 
not  more  than  1 1 organisms  per  100  mis.  and  absence  of  coliform  organisms. 


From  the  following  table  it  can  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  these  un- 
satisfactory samples  were  obtained  during  the  summer  months  due  to 

either  the  breakdown 

of  chlorinating  equipment  or 

excessively  heavy 

bathing  loads. 

No.  of  Samples 
with  viable  count 

Month 

No.  of  Samples  taken 

more  than 

1 1 per  100  mis. 

January 

....  25 

3 

February  . . 

....  23 

0 

March 

....  23 

0 

April 

....  29 

2 

May 

....  27 

1 

June 

....  28 

0 

July 

....  28 

0 

August 

....  28 

3 

September 

....  36 

8 

October 

....  30 

2 

November 

....  26 

0 

December 

....  26 

0 

Total  329 

19 

In  every  case  where  the  result  of  the  sample  was  considered  to  be 
below  the  set  standard  a repeat  sample  was  obtained  and  all  of  these  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  free  chlorine  is  the  active  bactericidal  agent  and  the  concentration 
of  this  in  the  water  is  now  normally  maintained  between  1 -5  and  2*0  parts 
per  million. 

Throughout  the  year  the  baths  have  been  heavily  used,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months  and  great  credit  is  therefore  due  to  the  stokers 
for  the  high  standard  of  swimming  bath  water. 

Mr.  J.  Moth,  General  Manager  of  the  Baths  Department,  states  that 
these  results  are  considered  most  satisfactory  and  he  would  like  to  endorse 
the  remarks  made  regarding  the  credit  due  to  the  staff  concerned.  The  new 
swimming  bath  at  Stechford  was  opened  in  June  1962,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  results  of  the  examinations  carried  out  there  have  been  up 
to  the  standard  achieved  elsewhere  despite  record  attendances. 
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INDUSTRIAL  PREMISES 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Factories 

Part  I of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  contains  those  provisions  dealing 
with,  sanitary  matters  in  factories.  \Mien  these  are  not  observ^ed,  the 
factory  occupier  or  other  person  responsible  becomes  liable  to  a fine  on 
summary  conviction.  For  administrative  purposes,  however,  a distinction 
is  dra™  between  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used  and  factories 
where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  industrial  premises,  defined  as  "factories” 
under  the  Act,  totalled  3,340  for  the  year.  Details  of  this  work,  including 
the  number  of  premises  registered,  are  as  follows: — 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Premises 

h umber 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority 

133 

81 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7 is  en- 

forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

5,190 

1 2,860 

145 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

j 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

i 

Local  Authority  (excluding  1 

outworkers' premises) 

440 

399 

16 

— 

Totals 

5,763  ! 

3,340 

i 161 

i Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  cases  in  n 

1 

vhich  defects 

\ 

were  found 

Particulars 

i 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 





i 

j 

— 

O vercrowdi  ng 

— 

— 

j 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

j 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

Inefiective  drainage  of  floors 

— 



1 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  — 

! 

(a)  Insufficient 

13 

10 

9 

11 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

453 

514 

70 

84 

[c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

4 

5 

3 

4 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re- 

lating to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  1 

470 

529  ' 

82 

99 

There  were  no  prosecutions. 
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The  above  figures  show  a further  decrease  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  in  the  number  of  premises  registered  “without  power",  when 
compared  with  the  figure  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  in  1961.  This 
decrease,  however,  is  more  than  absorbed  by  the  increase  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  in  the  number  of  premises  registered  “with  power"  as 
compared  with  the  total  of  5,020  for  the  previous  year. 

Once  again,  factory  managements  continued  their  co-operation  with 
the  Department  in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  informal 
notices  referred  to  above.  It  was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  resort  to 
statutory  procedure  with  regard  to  such  notices. 

Inspectors  continued  the  practice,  when  making  their  visits  under 
Factories  Act,  1961,  of  dealing  with  other  statutory  duties  in  connection 
with  factory  canteens,  outworkers,  etc.,  at  the  same  time.  This  policy 
ensures  the  most  economical  use  of  available  manpower. 

Outworkers 

Certain  classes  of  light  work  in  connection  with  various  trades 
carried  on  in  the  City  are  given  out  to  persons  who  do  it  in  their  homes 
or  small  workshops.  Section  133  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  requires  the 
employers  of  these  people  to  supply  the  local  authority  with  lists  of  their 
names  and  addresses  during  the  months  of  F'ebruary  and  August  in  each 
year. 

The  August  return  for  1962,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  gave  the  following  particulars: — 

LIST  OF  OUTWORKERS.  1962 
Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  apparel  ...  

Linen  and  household  linen 
Electro-plate  ... 

Brass  and  brass  articles 
Paper  bags 

Box  making  

Buttons,  hair  pins,  etc. 

Total  745 


Number  of  Outworkers 
in  August 

204 
8 
61 
210 
2 
15 
245 


There  were  no  new  classifications  of  work  notified  during  the  year 
and  the  total  number  of  visits  made  by  public  health  inspectors  to  out- 
workers’ premises  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty.  These  revealed 
no  work  being  done  in  premises  considered  to  be  injurious  or  dangerous 
to  health. 
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The  above  return  shows  a marked  decrease  of  five  hundred  and  ninety 
in  the  total  number  of  outworkers  employed,  when  compared  with  the 
figure  of  1,335  for  1961.  Those  trades  with  a significant  reduction  were 
wearing  apparel,  brass  and  brass  articles  and  box  making. 

In  addition,  fewer  returns  from  employers  were  received  in  the 
Department  in  August,  1962,  than  in  August  of  the  previous  year, 
indicating  that  some  firms  no  longer  employ  outworkers  in  these  particular 
trades. 


Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts,  1947  and  1954 

In  order  to  ensure  that  maximum  use  is  made  of  the  above  Acts  in 
making  certain  that  good  planning  incorporates  the  legislated  require- 
ments of  public  health  and  recommendations  made  in  codes  of  practice,  a 
close  liaison  is  maintained  throughout  the  year  between  this  Department 
and  that  of  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Plans  and  applications  which  in  any  way  have  a bearing  on  the  work 
of  the  Department  are  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  examination  and  comment.  Such  plans  include  those  dealing  with 
food  premises,  factories,  shops,  houses  and  housing  projects. 

After  preliminary  examination,  they  are  passed  on  to  specialist 
officers  within  the  Department  where  appropriate.  1,314  applications 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  which  represents  an  increase  of  forty-one, 
approximately  3 per  cent.,  when  compared  with  1,273  for  1961.  These 
applications,  together  with  appropriate  plans,  were  scrutinised  by  the 
under-mentioned  officers  as  follows: — 


Number  of 
applications  referred 

Public  health  inspectors 

1,218 

Smoke  inspectors 

450 

Housing  inspectors 

272 

Milk  inspectors 

9 

Shops  inspectors 

135 

Opinions  of  the  various  officers  were  collated  and  suitable  replies 
prepared  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  It  was  necessary  to  make 
comment  in  seven  hundred  and  seventeen  cases,  or  approximately  55  per 
cent. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  is  an  Act  of  which  a considerable 
number  of  the  public  are  aware.  The  Act  provides  that  noise  or  vibration 
which  is  a nuisance  shall  be  a statutory  nuisance,  but  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  do  not  apply  to  noise  or  vibration  caused  by  aircraft. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  complaints  of  noise 
were  received,  of  which  forty-one  were  of  a minor  nature  and  needed 
no  action  by  the  Department  to  secure  the  abatement  of  the  noise. 

The  majority  of  the  remaining  one  hundred  and  forty-one  complaints 
were  due  to  machinery  noises  such  as  ventilating  fans,  lathes,  drop  stamps, 
compressors,  woodworking  machinery,  concrete  vibrators  and  refrigerating 
machinery,  each  of  which  presents  a different  problem  as  to  the  means  to 
be  taken  in  order  to  reduce  the  noise  to  an  acceptable  level.  Some  were  due 
to  night  working  and  referred  to  the  running  of  extraction  fans,  refriger- 
ation machinery,  and  general  engineering  machinery.  The  total  number  of 
observations  and  follow-up  visits  in  connection  with  these  and  other 
complaints  amounted  to  1,542. 

The  Act  provides  that,  in  any  proceedings  in  respect  of  noise  or 
vibration  caused  in  the  course  of  a trade  or  business,  it  shall  be  a defence 
for  the  defendant  to  prove  that  the  best  practicable  means  have  been 
used  for  preventing  or  counteracting  the  effect  of  noise  or  vibration. 

Many  of  the  noises  complained  of  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by 
fairly  simple  and  inexpensive  remedies  but  other  noises  occasioned  in 
certain  industries  are  such  that  the  remedy  may  mean  extensive  structural 
works  and/or  the  resiting  of  the  source.  The  prevention  of  noise  in  some 
instances  is  extremely  complex  and  the  reduction  of  noise  at  the  source 
is  almost  impossible.  The  alternative  is  to  prevent  the  noise  from  being 
emitted  from  the  building,  and,  as  already  indicated,  this  can  involve 
considerable  cost. 

Noise  affects  different  people  in  different  ways;  sometimes  a noise 
can  be  a great  nuisance  to  one  person  and  yet  his  neighbour  who  may  be 
nearer  to  the  noise  raises  no  objection.  There  is  no  one  remedy  for  over- 
coming noise;  each  and  every  case  must  be  carefully  investigated  as  to 
the  source  of  noise  and  the  reason  for  its  transmission  so  as  to  cause 
annoyance. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  owners  or  managements 
of  premises  emitting  noise  are  concerned  over  this  problem,  and  are 
prepared  to  spend  time  and  money  in  an  effort  to  remedy  the  cause  of 
noise  complaints.  With  the  liaison  between  the  City  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor’s Department  and  the  Health  Department  it  is  possible  on 
occasions  to  advise  industrialists  that  machinery,  if  placed  in  a certain 
position,  would  undoubtedly  give  rise  to  complaints  of  noise,  and  thus 
by  acting  upon  the  advice  given  many  possible  sources  of  noise  likely  to 
be  a nuisance  are  avoided. 
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The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  does  not  provide  any  standard 
of  permitted  loudness  and  to  provide  such  a standard  would  be  extremely 
difficult.  However,  there  would  be  an  improvement  in  general  conditions 
relating  to  noise  if  all  industrial  premises  were  constructed  of  such 
material,  or  insulation  were  provided,  which  would  ensure  that  noise 
escaping  would  not  be  above  a permitted  sound  pressure  level. 


HEATING  APPLIANCES 

The  Testing  of  Guards  on  Oil,  Gas  and  Electrical  Appliances 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952,  was  designed  to 
safeguard  the  users  of  portable  heating  appliances  by  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  any  unguarded  fire.  The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Reg- 
ulations, 1953,  provide  that  every  portable  heater  for  use  in  dwelling- 
houses  or  other  residential  premises  shall  be  provided  with  a guard  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  and  conform  to  tests  set  out  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Regulations. 

The  tests  are  designed  to  ensure,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  the 
guards  are  of  robust  construction,  securely  fixed  and  that  when  in  use 
possibility  of  ignition  of  clothing  and  other  fabrics  by  reason  of  direct 
contact  with  the  heating  element  is  considerably  reduced. 

Unhappily,  in  spite  of  means  to  prevent  ignition  of  clothing  by 
suitable  guards,  serious  accidents  have  occurred  from  the  use  of  oil  heaters. 

The  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961,  provides  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  may,  by  regulations,  impose  in  regard  to  any  prescribed  class  of 
goods,  requirements  to  prevent  or  reduce  risk  of  death  or  personal  injury. 

On  the  1st.  June,  1962  the  Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962,  made  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961,  came  into  operation. 

These  Regulations  apply  to  domestic  space  heaters  which  bum 
paraffin  oil  and  are  not  designed  for  use  with  a flue.  The  Regulations 
provide  that  all  such  heating  appliances  shall  bear  a warning  notice, 
against 

(a)  using  petrol  as  a fuel, 

(b)  carrying  the  heater  when  alight, 

(c)  using  the  heater  in  unventilated  places, 

(d)  using  the  heater  where  it  may  be  exposed  to  draughts,  and 

(e)  placing  the  heater  where  it  may  be  knocked  over. 
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In  addition,  the  flame  regulator  shall  be  readily  accessible  and  the 
heater  must  conform  to  standards  of  performance  with  regard  to  filling, 
burning,  stability,  risk  of  fire,  spilling  of  fuel,  draught  resistance  and 
pressure  where  the  appliance  is  a pressure  heater. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  new  Regulations  made  under 
the  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961;  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards) 
Act,  1952,  and  the  Oil  Burners  (Standards)  Act,  1960,  ceased  to  have 
effect;  but  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953,  shall 
apply  as  if  they  were  made  under  the  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961. 

During  the  year  the  inspectorial  work  was  as  follows: — 

No.  of  premises  No.  of  appliances  No.  of  appliances 

visited  examined  found  unsatisfactory 

174  781  14 

In  the  case  of  appliances  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  owmers  of  the 
premises  were  notified  that  the  heaters  were  without  correct  guards,  and 
these  were  immediately  withdrawn  from  sale  until  the  requisite  guards 
could  be  fitted. 

In  two  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against 
owners  of  premises  w^ho  had  received  previous  warning,  for  exposing  for 
sale  second-hand  appliances  not  fitted  with  the  requisite  guards. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  CONTROL 

Interest  in  “Clean  Air”  is  maintained  in  spite  of  the  occasional 
dissenter  who  sometimes  expresses  the  opinion  that  not  sufficient  is  being 
done  about  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere,  and  therefore,  unless  pollution 
from  industry  and  road  vehicles  is  eliminated,  there  is  no  use  in  carrying 
on  with  the  programme  for  improving  atmospheric  conditions.  Some  say 
that  little  is  being  achieved  if  only  the  visible  pollution  is  removed;  the 
burning  of  fuel  still  causes  gaseous  pollutants  to  be  emitted  to  the 
atmosphere,  most  of  these  pollutants  coming  from  industrial  plant  and 
road  vehicles. 

The  removal  of  solid  pollutants  from  the  air  will  be  a considerable 
achievement  and,  in  an  atmosphere  free  from  solid  particles,  the  gaseous 
pollutants  will  more  easily  disperse  and  become  less  noxious.  Industry 
is  steadily  reducing  its  air  pollution  by  the  use  of  improved  mechanical 
means  for  burning  coal,  and  by  the  replacement  of  coal  fired  furnaces  by 
oil,  gas  and  electricity.  Householders,  too,  are  contributing  to  the  efforts 
to  improve  the  atmosphere  as  more  dwellings  come  within  smoke  control 
areas,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  householders  appreciate 
the  need  for  clean  air. 

Once  again,  atmospheric  conditions  at  the  end  of  the  year  brought 
a reminder  of  the  evils  of  air  pollution  by  a dense  fog  that  occurred  from 
the  3rd  to  the  7th  December,  1962.  Sulphur  dioxide  concentration  was 
almost  identical  in  London  to  the  great  “Smog”  of  1952  but  in  the  recent 
episode  there  was  far  less  particulate  matter.  In  1952  in  the  London  area, 
some  4,000  deaths  were  caused  by  “Smog”.  This  time  the  official  records 
indicate  that  three  hundred  and  forty  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  the 
“Smog”  conditions,  and  two-thirds  of  this  number  were  people  over  70 
years  of  age.  The  smaller  death  roll  and  less  particulate  matter  but  the 
same  sulphur  dioxide  concentration  suggest  that  the  dirt  element  is  the 
dangerous  one  and  that  operation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  has  already  proved 
a great  success.  Any  effort  to  reduce  the  amount  of  air  pollution  is  justified, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  apparent  improvement  in  atmospheric  conditions 
will  be  an  incentive  for  a greater  effort  in  the  drive  towards  clean  air. 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  domestic  fire  was  considered  to  be  responsible  for  about  half  of 
the  total  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  and,  with  industrial  and  commercial 
premises  steadily  reducing  their  visible  pollutants  by  the  use  of  mechanical 
stokers  and  gas  and  electric  furnaces,  it  is  possible  that  the  domestic 
fire  is  becoming  responsible  for  the  majority  of  the  total  pollution  through- 
out the  country. 
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During  the  year  a number  of  occupiers  of  dwellings  in  the  Northfield 
area  appreciated  the  need  for  clean  air  and  a memorial  asking  that  they 
be  included  in  a smoke  control  area  was  submitted  on  their  behalf  to  the 
City  Council.  Since  then  the  Smoke  Control  Order  has  been  made  for  this 
area  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  confirmation.  The  Order  will  apply  to  five  hundred  and  fifty-six  houses 
within  an  area  of  ninety-three  acres.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  every  house- 
holder sitting  in  front  of  his  coal  burning  fire,  watching  the  dense  tarry 
smoke  and  soot  being  carried  up  the  chimney,  would  give  thought  to  this 
pollution  together  with  that  from  hundreds  of  thousands  of  similar  fires 
being  emitted  to  the  atmosphere  so  as  to  cause  distress  to  sufferers  with 
diseases  of  the  chest,  there  would  be  a much  greater  desire  for  the  expedi- 
ting of  the  clean  air  programme  - “one  man’s  heat  is  another  man’s 
poison’’. 

Thirty  Smoke  Control  Orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year  and,  of  these,  twenty- 
one  have  been  confirmed.  Two  of  these  became  operative  during  1962, 
eighteen  will  become  operative  in  the  year  1963,  and  one  in  1964.  In 
addition,  twenty-four  Orders  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  confirmation 
in  1961,  became  operative  during  this  year.  Smoke  Control  Orders  con- 
firmed in  1962,  but  not  to  become  operative  during  the  year  numbered 
thirty-five.  Included  in  the  Orders  confirmed  is  the  ‘No.  10  Smoke  Control 
Area  which  applies  to  practically  the  whole  of  Sparkbrook,  covers  four 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  and  will  affect  over  6,000  dwellings  and 
five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  industrial,  commercial  and  other  premises. 
This  Order  comes  into  operation  on  the  1st.  November,  1963. 

In  January,  1962,  a Smoke  Control  Order  for  an  area  in  the  Erdington 
district  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  confirmation  and  an  objection 
was  made  to  the  Order  by  an  occupier  of  a house  within  the  area.  The 
objection  was  on  the  grounds  of  hardship  to  old  people  because  of  the  price 
of  smokeless  fuels,  and  that  the  objector’s  fire-grate  burned  coke  at  such  a 
rate  as  to  make  the  burning  of  this  fuel  uneconomical.  As  a result  of  the 
objection  the  Minister  caused  a public  local  inquiry  to  be  held  on  9th 
August,  1962,  at  which  the  objector  and  her  supporters  stated  their 
grounds  for  objection.  The  Inspector  listened  to  the  evidence  and  later 
visited  a number  of  dwellings  in  the  proposed  area,  including  the  objector’s 
house.  The  Order  was  finally  confirmed  on  the  9th  October,  1962,  without 
modification,  and  will  become  operative  in  the  latter  part  of  1963. 

In  accordance  with  the  City  Council’s  programme  to  extend  the 
smoke  control  areas,  an  Order  for  the  largest  area  within  the  City,  the  No.34 
Smoke  Control  Area,  of  over  2,000  acres  and  affecting  approximately 
16,000  dwellings,  was  made  by  the  City  Council,  and  submitted  to  the 
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Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  confirmation.  This  area 
will  probably  be  the  largest  area  considered  by  the  Ministry  and  its 
coming  into  operation  will  be  a considerable  step  towards  a clearer 
atmosphere. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  two  objections  had  been  lodged  with  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  householders  in  the  area, 
and  this  will  mean  another  public  local  inquiry  to  be  held  in  1963. 

There  appears  to  be  an  increcLse  in  the  number  of  householders 
installing  gas  and  electric  fires  in  dwellings  outside  as  well  as  those  within 
smoke  control  areas.  Undoubtedly  many  occupiers  of  dwellings  are  aware 
of  the  advantages  of  heat  being  produced  instantly  at  the  turn  of  a tap  or 
switch,  with  freedom  from  dust  and  dirt,  and  no  other  duties  to  perform 
such  as  removing  ashes  and  relaying  fires.  Many  people,  out  at  business  all 
day,  find  such  forms  of  heating  most  convenient  and  appreciate  the  time 
and  labour  saved  on  what  must  at  times  be  irksome  tasks  of  preparing 
solid  fuel  fires  and  the  only  too  frequent  dusting  and  cleaning. 

The  Minister  is  still  of  the  opinion  that,  where  no  town's  gas  is 
available,  exemption  should  be  provided  in  smoke  control  orders  for 
fireplaces  during  the  lighting  up  period,  whereby  the  occupiers  of  premises 
may  light  the  fires  by  using  kindling  sticks  and  paper,  but  with  authorised 
fuel. 

There  are  at  least  three  t^^pes  of  electrical  igniters  available  for 
lighting  solid  smokeless  fuels  and,  where  applicable,  householders  are 
advised  to  use  such  means  of  ignition.  Developers  erecting  new  buildings 
are  advised  by  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  that,  if  solid  fuels  are  to 
be  used,  the  fireplaces  must  be  of  an  approved  type  suitable  for  burning 
solid  smokeless  fuels  and  with  means  for  electric  or  gas  ignition  of  the  fuel. 
Provision  should  be  made  for  ample  storage  space  for  smokeless  fuels. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  importance  of  keeping  householders 
informed  of  the  progress  on  smoke  control  areas,  as  it  is  essential  that  the 
full  co-operation  of  the  public  be  obtained  tow^ards  achieving  the  success 
of  the  drive  for  a cleaner  atmosphere.  The  appreciation  of  the  public  of 
the  efforts  being  made  is  indicated  by  the  very  few  objections  (three  to 
date)  to  smoke  control  orders.  Officers  of  the  Department  render  every 
possible  assistance  to  householders  in  regard  to  smoke  control  areas  and 
are  constantly  urging  occupiers  in  smoke  control  areas,  where  orders  have 
been  confirmed  and  which  are  about  to  come  into  operation,  to  have  the 
necessary  w’orks  of  adaptation  or  replacement  of  fireplaces  carried  out 
without  delay.  Unfortunately,  many  people  appear  to  consider  that  there 
is  no  urgency  in  this  matter  and  leave  the  work  until  the  last  month  or  so. 
This  delay  in  having  the  w’ork  done  throw’s  an  increased  strain  on  the 
resources  of  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board,  Midlands  Electricity  Board 
and  the  installers  of  fireplaces. 
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The  demonstration  vans  of  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board  continue  to 
give  valuable  assistance  to  occupiers  in  smoke  control  areas,  and  their 
demonstrators  are  pleased  to  visit  houses  and  demonstrate  the  correct 
use  of  appliances  and  the  efficient  burning  of  the  fuels. 

The  present  position  in  relation  to  smoke  control  areas  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  is  as  follows: — 


Smoke  control  areas  in  operation  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Smoke  control  areas  confirmed  but  not  yet  in  operation  35 

Smoke  control  areas  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  con- 
firmation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  dwellings  subject  to  the  above  Orders  ...  43,726 

Acreage  of  the  above  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,805 


Atmospheric  Pollution  by  Smoke  from  Industrial  Furnaces 

Regular  observations  on  chimneys  in  every  district  of  the  City  have 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  Valuable  co-operation  between  the 
smoke  inspectorate  and  architects,  heating  engineers  and  fuel  burning 
appliance  manufacturers  has  resulted  in  assuring  that  the  installation  of 
new  furnaces,  boiler  plant  and  ancillary  equipment  would  prevent  any 
unnecessary  pollution  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  industrial  users  of  fuels  are  aware  of  the  provisions  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  and  are  striving  to  prevent  any  excess  smoke  emissions 
from  the  chimneys  serving  their  plant. 

During  the  year  observations  on  industrial  chimneys  totalled  3,009 
and  during  the  observations  34  chimneys  were  seen  to  be  emitting  excessive 
smoke.  The  premises  were  visited,  the  responsible  persons  interviewed 
and  informed  of  the  emissions.  It  was  found  in  8 cases  that  the  emission 
was  due  to  a breakdown  of  equipment  and  the  smoke  emitted  was  un- 
avoidable. The  details  of  the  remaining  26  cases  of  excessive  smoke 
emissions  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  or  the  appropriate 
Proceedings  Sub-Committee,  and  authorisation  to  take  all  necessary 
proceedings  were  given  under  the  appropriate  legislation  with  regard  to 
23  of  them.  In  three  instances,  after  consideration,  it  was  decided  that  a 
warning  letter  would  be  sufficient. 

Prosecutions  usually  have  the  desired  effect  in  that  the  firms  concerned 
are  careful  to  ensure  that  the  plant  receives  the  care  and  maintenance 
necessary  to  avoid  further  contraventions. 

In  addition  to  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke  from  chimneys,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  demolition  contractors  to  the 
considerable  nuisance  that  can  occur  when  burning  Wciste  materials  from 
the  buildings  being  demolished,  and  two  other  firms  were  also  notified  of 
the  burning  of  waste  materials  in  the  open.  Two  Abatement  Notices  were 
served  under  Section  16  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  further  action  in  any  of  these  cases. 
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Summary  of  Statutory  Action 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Dark  Smoke  Emissions — Section  I 
Number  of  prosecutions 
Total  amount  of  fines  imposed 

Smoke  Control  Areas — Section  12 

Total  number  of  prosecutions  ... 

Total  amount  of  fines  imposed 

Smoke  Nuisances — Section  16 
Abatement  notices  served 

BIRMINGHAM  CORPORATION  ACT.  1954 
Smokeless  Areas — Section  35 
Number  of  prosecutions  ... 

Total  amounts  of  fines  imposed 


1 1 
^195 


6 


1 


The  Birmingham  (Alkali  Works)  Order,  1962 

When  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  fully  into  operation  certain 
industries  then  under  the  control  of  the  local  authority  were  transferred 
to  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Etc.  Works  Inspectorate.  The  Act,  by  virtue 
of  Section  17  (2),  provides  that  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment may,  if  on  application  of  the  local  authority  he  is  satisfied  that  in  all 
the  circumstances  it  is  expedient  so  to  do,  transfer  certain  industrial 
processes  taken  over  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate,  back  to  the  control  of  the 
local  authority. 

In  August,  1961,  the  City  Council  made  application  to  the  Minister 
for  an  Order  under  Section  17(2)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  transfer  from  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  to  the  local 
authority  control  over  emissions  of  smoke,  grit  and  dust  from  such 
premises  as  may  be  specified  in  the  Order. 

The  application  to  the  Minister  referred  to  producer  gas  works, 
ceramic  works,  chemical  incineration  works,  iron  and  steel  works,  alumin- 
ium works,  gas  and  coke  works,  copper  works  and  electricity  works. 

The  Minister  considered  that  the  City  Council,  as  a large  and  compet- 
ent local  authority  employing  public  health  inspectors  with  suitable 
experience  and  qualifications  in  smoke  prevention,  and  one  which  has, 
moreover,  a tradition  of  interest  and  successful  action  in  relation  to  air 
pollution  problems  in  its  district,  can  reasonably  claim  control  over  smoke, 
grit  and  dust  from  certain  works  where  the  problems  are  essentially 
problems  of  fuel  combustion.  It  was  not  considered  appropriate  to  transfer 
to  the  Council’s  control  iron  and  steel  works,  aluminium  works,  or  gas  and 
coke  works,  where  the  problems  involve  questions  of  chemical  engineering. 
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With  regard  to  copper  works  the  Minister  felt  that  control  over  these 
works  required  special  consideration,  and  while  chemical  engineering 
problems  are  involved,  the  processing  of  copper  is  an  important  and 
traditional  industry  in  Birmingham  and  the  Local  Authority  have  thus 
had  appreciable  experience  in  dealing  with  emissions  of  smoke  from  this 
source. 

Smoke  emissions  from  casting  operations  at  copper  works  is  to  a 
great  extent  governed  by  output  and  the  Minister  therefore  considered 
that  it  would  in  special  circumstances  be  appropriate  to  transfer  to  the 
control  of  the  Local  Authority  a number  of  works  where  the  output  is 
relatively  small  and  where  there  are  no  major  fume  complications. 

The  Nechells  “B"  Power  Station,  which  burns  solid  fuel,  and  the 
older  boiler  house  at  a large  industrial  works  were  also  considered  by  the 
Minister  as  appropriate  for  transfer  of  control  to  the  City  Council. 

After  consideration  of  the  application  for  the  transfer  of  control  of 
certain  industries  the  Minister  made  the  Birmingham  (Alkali  Works) 
Order,  1962,  which  became  operative  on  the  1st  September,  1962. 

The  Order  transfers  to  the  control  of  the  City  Council  the  following 
numbers  of  processes  or  industries: — 


Copper  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Producer  gas  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heavy  clay  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chemical  incineration  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electric  power  stations  (part)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Temporary  Exemption  Certificates 

It  was  recognised  in  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  that  certain  industrial 
premises  must  occasionally  emit  dark  smoke  and  such  emissions  were 
later  regulated  by  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958, 
which  the  Minister  was  authorised  to  make  under  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

The  provisions  of  Section  2(2)  of  the  Act  in  acknowledging  this, 
empowered  the  local  authority,  on  being  satisfied  that  it  has  not  been 
practicable  to  alter  or  equip  the  building  or  furnace  or  any  associated 
apparatus  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be  used  in  a manner  by  which  no  dark 
smoke  will  be  emitted  from  the  chimney,  to  issue  a certificate  to  that  effect. 
The  certificate  may  be  valid  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  issue,  or  for 
such  shorter  periods  as  may  be  specified,  and  may  also  be  renewed  even 
after  the  expiration  of  these  periods. 

A period  of  seven  years  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  is 
given  to  occupiers  of  buildings  or  owners  of  plant  to  effect  alterations  to 
the  furnace  or  its  equipment  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be  fully  used  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  intended. 

During  the  year  1961  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
issued  Circular  No.  42/61  in  which  local  authorities  were  reminded  that 
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the  exemption  to  Section  1 of  the  Act  by  virtue  of  a Temporary  Exemption 
Certificate  will  not  be  available  after  5th  July,  1963. 

During  the  year  an  extension  of  one  temporary  exemption  certificate 
was  issued  on  the  authority  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Installation  of  New  Furnaces 

The  examination  of  plans  submitted  under  local  building  byelaws  and 
of  planning  applications  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts, 
often  enables  information  to  be  obtained  of  proposals  to  install  new  or 
additional  furnaces  in  the  premises. 

The  drawing  of  the  attention  of  the  owners  or  architects  concerned 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  particularly  to  the  necessity 
of  informing  the  Local  Authority  of  the  intention  to  install  the  furnace,  is 
an  endeavour  to  obtain  smooth  and  amicable  working  with  those  who  have 
interests  in  the  projects. 

During  the  year  111  notifications  of  intention  to  install  new  furnaces 
were  received  and  the  following  table  indicates  the  type  of  fuels  which 
would  be  used  and  the  number  of  each  type  of  installation  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  whole. 


Coal 

Waste 

mech.  fired 

Coke 

Oil 

Gas 

Electricity 

material 

5 

2 

62 

19 

10 

13 

4% 

2% 

56% 

17% 

9% 

12% 

The  oil-fired  installations  amounted  to  74  per  cent,  of  the  total 
installations  in  1961,  and  although  the  percentage  in  1962  has  dropped 
to  56  per  cent.,  the  difference  is  made  up  by  an  increase  in  the  use  of  gas 
and  electric  installations,  while  solid  fuel  burning  installations  were  four 
less  than  the  previous  year. 

Heights  of  New  Chimneys 

The  requirements  of  Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  in  relation 
to  plans  deposited  in  accordance  with  building  byelaws  which  show  that 
it  is  proposed  to  construct  a chimney  for  carrying  smoke,  grit,  dust  and 
gases  from  a building,  are  carried  out  through  the  liaison  between  the 
Health  Department  and  the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  s Department, 
whereby  any  appropriate  plans  are  circulated  for  comments  in  regard  to 
the  height  of  the  proposed  chimneys. 

Consideration  is  given  to: — 

(a)  the  purpose  of  the  chimney, 

(b)  the  position  and  description  of  adjacent  buildings, 

(c)  the  levels  of  the  neighbouring  ground, 

and  any  other  matters  requiring  consideration  in  relation  to  the  chimney 
emissions. 
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This  procedure  entails  making  enquiries  from  the  architects  or 
owners  concerned,  visits  to  the  site,  and  the  subsequent  collation  of  the 
information  by  the  Chief  Smoke  Inspector.  The  comments,  adverse  or 
otherwise,  are  then  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Public  Works 
Committee. 

Forty-four  plans  were  circulated  from  the  City  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor’s Department  during  the  year  for  comment  concerning  the  heights 
of  proposed  chimneys  which  would  serve  fuel  burning  plants  of  industrial 
or  commercial  premises.  Following  enquiries  from  the  architects  and 
visits  to  the  sites,  the  chimneys  were  considered  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  seven,  which  it  was  recommended  should  be  increased  in 
height. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  from  Railway  Smoke 

The  Railways  were  said  to  be  responsible  for  one  seventh  of  the  total 
smoke  emitted  to  the  atmosphere,  but  with  the  increase  in  diesel  and 
electric  traction,  the  pollution  from  this  source  should  be  steadily  de- 
creasing. 

Observations  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  on  coal 
fired  locomotives  when  operating  in  sidings,  engine  sheds  and  main  line 
stations.  On  the  13th  April,  1962,  a locomotive  was  noted  to  emit  black 
smoke  for  a continuous  period  of  seven  minutes.  The  particulars  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  and  authorisation  was  given  to  take 
legal  proceedings  under  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations, 
1958.  At  the  subsequent  hearing  at  the  Victoria  Law  Courts  the  British 
Transport  Commission  pleaded  guilty  to  the  offence  and  were  fined  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

Two  other  prosecutions  taken  against  the  British  Transport  Com- 
mission related  to  the  smoke  from  an  incinerator  and  from  a shunter's 
cabin  which  are  within  the  City  of  Birmingham  Smoke  Control  (No.  4) 
Order,  1960.  Proceedings  resulted  in  the  British  Transport  Commission 
being  fined  £5  in  the  case  of  smoke  from  the  incinerator  and  £10  for  the 
emission  of  smoke  from  a stove  in  a shunter’s  cabin. 

Fumes  and  Effluvia 

During  the  year  fourteen  complaints  of  nuisances  from  the  emission  of 
fumes  were  investigated.  The  causes  of  the  complaints  were  fumes  arising 
from  the  use  of  lacquer,  a degreasing  plant  associated  with  paint  spraying, 
the  roasting  of  coffee,  vapours  from  a large  kitchen,  a launderette,  and  from 
diesel  vehicles. 

Each  complaint  was  carefully  investigated,  and  upon  the  source 
being  established,  the  owners  or  managements  of  the  firms  concerned  were 
notified  of  the  complaints  and  remedial  measures  suggested. 
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A total  of  305  follow-up  visits  have  been  made  and  routine  observa- 
tions have  been  maintained  to  ensure  that  the  nuisances  have  ceased. 

In  all  cases  the  owners  or  managements  concerned  fully  co-operated 
in  carrying  out  the  remedial  measures  suggested  and  thus  preventing  any 
necessity  for  the  service  of  a statutory  notice. 

Dust  Emissions 

The  number  of  dust  emissions  giving  rise  to  complaint  amounted  to 
twelve,  all  of  which  were  investigated  and  the  owners  or  managements 
notified  of  the  nuisance  existing. 

Follow-up  visits  and  observations  in  relation  to  dust  emissions 
totalled  365. 

The  owners  or  managements  of  the  firms  concerned  were  readily 
co-operative  in  taking  the  necessary  measures  to  avoid  nuisance  and  it 
was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisance  from  dust. 

Pollution  Recording  Apparatus 

Eight  pollution  recording  stations  are  sited  within  the  City.  Each 
station  consists  of  a standard  deposit  gauge  for  the  collection  of  solid 
pollution  and  a lead  peroxide  instrument  for  the  determination  of  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 

March,  1962,  was  recorded  as  the  coldest  March  for  over  seventy  years 
and,  after  the  comparatively  mild  March  of  the  previous  three  or  four 
years,  came  as  a shock.  December  too,  was  extremely  cold,  particularly 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and  this  cold  weather  resulted  in  an  in- 
crease of  fuels  burned  in  heating  appliances. 

Tables  I and  II  indicate  the  monthly  record  of  solid  matter  deposited 
and  the  sulphur  determination  as  collected  by  the  gauges.  Table  III 
indicates  the  yearly  total  of  solid  deposits  per  gauge,  and  the  sulphur 
dioxide  expressed  as  milligrams  of  SOs  per  100  square  centimetres 
of  lead  peroxide  per  day,  for  each  gauge. 

There  was  an  increase  of  solid  deposits  at  six  of  the  stations,  and  an 
increase  of  sulphur  dioxide  pollution  at  three, stations.  It  is  significant  that 
the  greatest  increase  in  solid  deposits  was  in  the  residential  areas,  which 
is  indicative  of  the  increase  in  fuel  consumed  during  the  colder  weather. 
An  encouraging  feature  is  that  in  spite  of  increased  deposits  of  solid 
matter,  the  sulphur  pollution  showed  an  over  all  decrease  of  0.22  milligrams 
per  100  square  centimetres  of  lead  peroxide  per  day.  Although  smoke 
control  areas  are  increasing,  the  majority  of  the  areas  are  relatively  small 
and,  being  sited  in  various  parts  of  the  City,  will  not  as  yet  have  a con- 
sistent effect  on  the  pollution  records.  There  is  no  doubt  that  over  the 
past  five  years  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  air  pollution 
and,  as  larger  smoke  control  areas  come  into  operation,  it  is  expected  that 
a marked  reduction  of  pollution  will  be  noted. 
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TABJ.K  I MONTHLY  RKCOHD  OI<  SOI.ID  MATTER  DErOSITliD— EXPRESSED  IN  TONS  I’ER  SQUARE  MTEE  (1962) 
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INDEX 


A 

Abatement  of  Nuisances,  234 
Accidents,  30 

Accident  Ambulances,  139 
Adoption  clinic,  88,  180 
Adoption  and  child  protection,  179 
Aged  and  chronic  sick,  145,  184 
Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and 
Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956,  243 
Airport  - health  control,  54 
Air  raid  shelters  - demolition,  241 
Alkali  works  order,  282 
Ambulance  service,  137 
Analytical  laboratory,  66 
Antenatal  care  - statistics,  112 
Antenatal  clinics,  87 
Approved  school,  181 
Appointment  clinPs,  97 
Area  comparability  factors,  28 
Area  of  City,  14 

Aston  Manor  Nursing  Institution,  127 
Atmospheric  pollution,  70,  278 
Audiology  clinic,  89 

B 

Bacon  factories,  211 
Bacteriological  Laboratory,  73 
Bakehouses,  206 
Bathing  facilities,  145,  257 
Beechcroft  mother  and  baby  home,  92 
B.C.G.  vaccination,  59 
Bed  Bureau,  106,  144 
Birmingham,  general,  14 
Birmingham  Council  for  Old  People, 
146 

Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund, 
153 

Births  - incidence  and  rates,  17,  31 
Blindness,  185 

Blood  tests,  expectant  mothers,  88 

Boarded  out  children,  176 

Bottle  washing,  200 

Bronchitis  and  Bronchopneumonia,  28 

Burials,  241 

C 

Canal  boats,  246 
Cancer,  28 

Canteens  - factory,  197 
Canteens  - mobile,  197 
Caravans,  243 

Care  of  deprived  children,  176 


Care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  84 
Care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick,  145, 
184 

Care  of  the  unmarried  mother,  90 
Care  of  the  unmarried  mother  - 
statistics,  98 
Catering  premises,  197 
Causes  of  death,  20,  27 
Cerebral  palsy,  189 
Certificates  of  disrepair,  230 
Cesspools,  262 

Child  protection  and  adoption,  179 
Children  Act,  1948,  176 
Children’s  clinics,  87,  89,  95 
Children’s  Homes,  177 
Children’s  Home  Nursing  Unit,  129 
Child  welfare  centres,  85 
Child  welfare  clinics  - statistics,  95 
Chiropody  - aged  persons,  146 
Chiropody  clinic,  89,  114 
Chum  and  bottle  washing,  200 
City  Centre  Exemption  Order,  255 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  278 
Cleansing  station,  145,  255 
Clearance  areas,  218,  240 
Climatology  - Birmingham,  14 
Clubs  - licensed,  195 
Cold  milk  dispensing  machines,  201 
Common  lodging  houses,  242 
Community  care,  169 
Comparability  factors,  28 
Compulsory  removal,  184 
Confectionery  bakeries,  206 
Consultation  clinic,  88,  95 
Contacts  - tuberculosis,  61,  78 
Convalescent  care,  152 
Cream,  204 
Cream,  imitation,  207 
Cremation  certificates,  193 
Crude  rates,  31 

D 

Dairies,  198,  215 
Day  nurseries,  84 
Day  nurseries  - statistics,  94 
Deaf-blind,  188 

Deaf  children  - audiology  clinic,  90 
Death  rate,  27,  32 
Dental  health  education,  103 
Dental  service,  101 

Deprived  children  - medical  care,  176 
Diphtheria,  35,  56 
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Diphtheria  immunisation,  56 
Disinfection  after  tuberculosis,  256 
Disinfestation  and  disinfection,  255 
Disrepair  certificates,  230 
District  Nursing  Service,  125 
Domestic  air  raid  shelters,  demolition, 
241 

Domestic  Help  Service,  160 
Domiciliary  care  of  the  premature 
infant,  116 

Domiciliary  laundry  service,  134 
Domiciliary  midwifery,  104 
Domiciliary  nursing  service  for 
children,  129 

Drainage  and  sewerage,  258 
Drugs,  69,  194 
Dust,  286 

Dustbins  - provision  of,  260 
Dysentery,  35 

E 

Eating  houses,  197 
Egg,  frozen  and  liquid,  207 
Elmdon  airport  - health  control,  54 
Emergency  maternity  service,  110,  142 
Encephalitis,  37 
Enforcement  section,  236 
Environmental  health  service,  216 
Epidemiology,  35 
Epilepsy,  191 
Exhumations,  241 
Expectant  mothers  - 
blood  tests,  88 
postnatal  examination,  88 
relaxation  classes,  88 

F 

Factories  - sanitary  accommodation, 
272 

Factory  canteens,  197 
Fairgrounds,  245 
Family  care  section,  171 
Fireguards,  loan  of,  136 
Fireguards,  inspection  of,  276 
First  aid  - staff,  192 
Fish,  poultry,  fruit  and  vegetable 
supplies,  211 

Fluoridation  of  drinking  water,  101, 
268 

Fog,  15 

Food  and  Drugs,  66,  194 

Food  and  Drugs  - New  Legislation,  72 

Food  poisoning,  37 


Food  preparation  premises,  194,  212 

Food  sampling,  66,  194 

Food  shops  - retail,  211 

Foods  - unfit,  66,  212 

Francis  Way,  93 

Frozen  confections,  204 

Fumes,  285 


G 

General  epidemiology,  35 
General  practitioners  - children’s 
clinics,  96 
Grange,  The,  93 

H 

Handicapped  children,  98 
Hawkers  - registration  of,  211 
Health  Centre,  Nechells  Green,  87,  131 
Health  Committee,  functions  of  Sub- 
committees, 5 

Health  Committee  members,  4 
Health  Education,  154 
clean  air,  158 
clean  food,  158 
exhibitions,  156 
dental  decay,  103 
smoking  and  health,  157 
Health  talks,  89 
Health  visiting,  119,  122,  146 
Health  visitor’s  training  course,  119 
Health  visitors  - tuberculosis,  78 
Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act, 
1952,  276 

Home  Help  Service,  160 
Home  Nursing  Service,  125 
Home  Nursing  Service,  childrens’ 
unit,  129 

Home  population,  17 
Hospital  car  service,  144 
Hospital  follow-up  - health  visitors, 
146 

Hospital  Saturday  Fund,  convales- 
cence, 153 

Hostels  for  the  homeless,  123 
Hostels  for  discharged  mental  patients, 
168 

Housing,  216 

advice  to  intending  purchasers,  220 
certificates  of  disrepair,  230 
clearance  areas,  218,  240 
houses  let  in  lodgings,  227,  242 
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house  to  house  inspections,  226 
improvement  grants,  218,  231 
mortgage  applications,  221 
multi-occupation,  227 
new  houses,  216 
overcrowding,  221 
points  scheme,  159 
redevlopment  areas,  240 
renovation  of  unfit  houses,  220 
rent  restriction  Acts,  231 
repair  notices,  220 
slum  clearance,  218 
tuberculous  rehousing,  79 
unfit  houses,  219 


I 

Ice  cream,  70,  204 
Ice  lollipops,  70,  206 
Illegitimacy,  17,  90 
Imitation  cream,  207 
Immunisation,  56 
diphtheria,  56 
poliomyelitis,  61 
Improvement  grants,  231 
Incidence  of  blindness,  185 
Industrial  premises  - smoke,  281 
Industrial  premises  - supervision  of, 
272 

Infant  mortality,  19 
Infectious  diseases,  35,  55 
Infectious  diseases  - follow-up  visits, 
226 

Influenza,  40 

Internal  water  supplies  within  dwelling 
houses,  269 

International  certificates,  54 


K 

Knackers  yards,  210 


L 

Laboratory  services,  66 
Laundry  service,  134 
Legitimacy  in  relation  to  mortality 
among  infants,  21 


Leukaemia,  28 

Licensed  clubs,  inspection  of,  195 
Licensed  premises,  inspections,  195 
Live  birth  rate,  17 
Loan  of  nursing  equipment,  133 
Loan  of  fireguards,  136 
Local  drug  testing  scheme,  69 
Lodging  houses,  242 
Lollipops,  iced,  70,  206 
Lyncroft  House,  93 


M 

Malaria,  40 

Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation,  127 
Maternal  mortality,  108 
Maternity  bed  bureau,  106,  144 
Maternity  and  child  welfare  centres,  85 
Maternity  services,  104 
Maternity  service  - emergency,  110, 
142 

Measles,  40 

Meat  and  other  foods  - inspection,  210 
Medical  care  of  deprived  children,  176 
Medical  examinations  - staff,  192 
Medical  Officer  for  Staff  Welfare,  192 
Meningococcal  infection,  41 
Mental  Health,  164 
administration,  172 
admissions,  164 
community  care,  169 
family  care  section,  171 
hostels,  168 

mental  welfare  section,  164 
parent  guidance  clinic,  172 
social  club,  170 
training,  172 
training  centres,  169 
Meteorological  observatory,  15 
Midland  Spastic  Association,  189 
Midwifery  - domiciliary,  104 
Midwifery  - statistics,  112 
Milk  and  dairies,  198 
Milk  sampling,  66,  199 
Milk  supply,  201,  215 
Mobile  canteens,  197 
Mortality  among  infants,  19 
Mortality,  maternal,  27,  108 
Mortality  rates,  19,  27 
Mortality,  tuberculosis,  77 
Mother  and  baby  home,  92 
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N , 

National  Assistance  Acts,  184 
National  Health  Service  Act 

Section  22  - Care  of  mothers  and 
young  children,  84 
Section  23  - Midwifery,  104 
Section  24  ^ Health  visiting,  119 
Section  25  - Home  nursing,  125 
Section  26  - Immunisation  and  vac- 
cination, 56 

Section  27  - Ambulance  service,  137 
Section  28  - Prevention  of  illness, 
care  and  after  care,  145 
Section  28  - Mental  health,  164 
Section  29  - Domestic  help,  160 
Nechells  Green  Health  Centre,  87,  131 
Neonatal  death  rate,  20 
New  houses,  216 
Night  watchers’,  161 
Noise  abatement,  275 
Nuisances  - abatement  of,  234 
Nuisances  - urgent,  239 
Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regula- 
tion Act,  1948,  85 
Nurseries 
day,  84 

residential,  177 
students,  84 
training,  84 
Nurses’  agencies,  175 
Nurses  - student  - training  in  public 
health,  122 

Nursing  equipment,  loan  of,  133 
Nursing  homes,  175 

O 

Observatory  - Edgbaston,  14 
Occupation  centres,  169 
Offensive  tades,  243 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum.  111,  188 
Oral  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  Cam- 
paign, 61 
Outworkers,  273 
Overcrowding,  22 1 

p 

Paratyphoid  fever,  41 
Parent  guidance  clinic,  172 
Perinatal  mortality,  20 
Phenylketonuria,  122 
Pig  keeping,  244 
Pleasure  fairs,  245 
Pneumonia,  42 
Points  scheme,  159 


Poliomyelitis,  43 
Poliomyelitis  immunisation,  61 
Pollution  recording  apparatus,  286 
Population,  17 
Population,  by  wards,  33 
Postnatal  clinics,  88 
Poultry  supplies,  2 1 1 
Prematurity,  116 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  246 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after- 
care, 145 

Priority  rehousing,  159 
Privvy  pans  and  middens,  262 
Problem  families,  171 
Provision  of  internal  water  supplies 
within  dwellinghouses,  269 
Public  Health  Inspection,  223 
abatement  of  nuisances,  234 
air  raid  shelters,  241 
Agriculture  (Safety,  Health,  etc.) 

Provisions  Act,  243 
burials  and  exhumations,  241 
canal  boats,  246 
clearance  areas,  218,  240 
certificates  of  disrepair,  230 
common  lodging  houses,  242 
disinfestation  and  disinfection,  255 
enforcement  section,  236 
house  to  house  inspections,  226 
houses  in  multiple  occupation,  227 
improvement  grants,  218,  231 
infectious  disease,  226 
inspections,  224 
offensive  trades,  243 
pig-keeping,  244 
pleasure  fairs,  245 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Act,  1951,  252 
re-development  areas,  240 
rent  restriction  Acts,  231 
rodent  control,  246 
supervision  of  shops,  211,  253 
tents,  vans  and  sheds,  242 
tips  and  tipping,  245 
urgent  nuisances,  239 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  73 
Public  houses,  195 
Puerperal  fever,  110 

R 

Radiological  examination  of  water,  266 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Act,  1951,  252 
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Railway  engines  - smoke,  285 

Rainfall  details,  15 

Recuperative  convalescent  care,  152 

Redevelopment  areas,  240 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal,  260 

Rehousing,  79 

Relaxation  classes,  88,  114 

Remand  homes,  181 

Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  231 

Residential  nurseries,  177 

Retail  food  shops,  2 1 1 

Rodent  control,  246 


S 

Salvage  and  refuse  collection,  260 
Sampling  of 

corporation  water,  71,  264 
food  and  drugs,  66,  194 
milk,  66,  199 

swimming  bath  water,  271 
Scabies,  43,  257 
Scarlet  fever,  43 

School  children -B.C.G.  vaccination,  59 
School  meals  centres,  212 
Sewerage,  258 
Sewing  classes,  88 
Shellfish,  208 

Shops,  supervision  of,  211,  253 
Slaughterhouses,  210 
Slum  clearance,  218 
Smallpox,  44 
Smallpox  vaccination,  65 
Smoke  control  areas,  278 
Smoke  - industrial  premises,  281 
Smoking  and  health,  157 
Snow,  1 5 
Spastics,  189 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  144 
Staff,  7 

Staff  - medical  examinations,  192 
Statistics 

day  nurseries,  94 
deprived  children,  180 
health  visitors,  124,  151 
home  help  service,  162 
home  nursing  service,  131 
illegitimacy,  18,  100 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  94 
midwifery,  112 
prematurity,  117 
tuberculosis,  80 
vital,  17 
Stillbirths,  19 


Student  nurses’  training,  121 
Suicides,  27 
Sunshine,  details,  15 
Supervision  of  industrial  premises,  272 
Swimming  bath  water  - sampling  of, 
271 

Synthetic  cream,  207 

T 

Temperature  details,  15 
Temporary  exemption  certificates,  283 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds,  242 
Tippetts  bequest,  78 
Tips,  245 

Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts,  274 
Training  centres,  169 
Training  of  health  visitors,  1 19 
Training  of  mental  health  workers,  172 
Training  nurseries,  84 
Tuberculosis,  75 
B.C.G.,  60 
contacts,  61,  78 
disinfection,  256 
milk  supply,  215 
mortality,  77 
rehabilitation,  79 
rehousing,  79 
slaughtered  cattle,  2 1 1 
statistics,  80 
visitors,  78 
Typhoid,  47 

U 

Unfit  houses  - individual,  219 
Unmarried  mothers,  90 
Unmarried  mothers  - statistics,  98 
Urgent  nuisances,  239 

V 

Vaccination,  56 
B.C.G.,  59 
certificates,  54 
poliomyelitis,  61 
smallpox,  65 
yellow  fever,  65 
Venereal  diseases,  47,  74 
Verminous  premises,  articles  and  per- 
sons, 255 

Veterinary  and  food  inspection,  210 

Vital  Statistics,  17,  32 

Voluntary  workers,  90,  127,  144,  153 
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w 

Ward,  birth,  death,  etc.,  rates,  33 

Ward,  population,  33 

Water 

fluoridation  of  drinking  water,  268 
radiological  examination,  266 
sampling  of,  71,  264 
swimming  bath,  271 
supply,  263 

provision  of  internal  supply,  269 
wells,  268 
Watercress,  209 


Weather  details,  15 
Welfare  centres,  85 
Welfare  of  the  aged,  145 
Wells,  266 
Whooping  cough,  54 
Winds,  16 

Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  153 
Woodville,  93 


Y 

Yellow  fever  vaccination,  65,  144 
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